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Sealed zones in Ghaziabad down by
35% in 2 months, says health dept

GHAZIABAD: The city has seena
dip of 35% in the number of
containment zones in the past two
months. While Ghaziabad had 220
containment zones on October 12,
the number fell to 143 on December
7. Indirapuram has been leading the
list of areas where the maximum
containment zones have been
reported during this period. The data,
prepared on the basis of sealing
recommendations sent by the chief
medical officer and sealing orders
issued by incident commanders,
revealed that of the total 220
containment zones on October 12,
asmany as 58 alone from Indirapuram,
which had with 247 active Covid-19
cases at that time. This number rose
to 75 within a week’s time, with 369
active cases in Indirapuram. But,
since then, the area has witnessed a
gradual decrease in containment

zones. According to official figures,
Indirapuram had 33 containment
zones and 193 active cases on
December 7. Apart from Indirapuram,
a high number of Covid cases and
thus a large number of containment
zones have been consistently
reported from areas like Kavi Nagar,
Sahibabad, Vijay Nagar and
Kaushambi. Of 24,826 Covid cases
reported in the district so far, 3,135
were from Indirapuram alone, while
asmany as 2,753 cases were reported
from the Carte area comprising Kavi
Nagar, Shastri Nagar and Nehru
Nagar, among others.
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EDITORIAL

Learning to let go:
On retro taxes

The Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague on Wednesday
ruled in favour of energy firm Cairn Plc over a retrospective tax
demand worth 724,500 crore pursued by India’s taxmen since
2014. It has ruled that the tax levy, pertaining to a corporate
reorganisation exercise undertaken in 2006-07, falls foul of the
India-U K. bilateral investment pact. The timing could not have
been worse for the government — expiry of a three-month
deadline to contest a similar retrospective taxation case lost
against Vodafone this September. But unlike the telecom case,
where the government would only need to fork out around ?80
crore if it were to concede defeat, this verdict includes a sharp
$1.4 billion payable as damages to Cairn. The damages arise
from tax authorities’ decision to take by force and subsequently
sell the company’s shares, and freeze dividend payments as well
as tax refunds, to recover the disputed tax dues even as the
arbitration process was under way. This outcome has
repercussions, not in the least for an arbitration plea filed over
the same tax demand by Cairn’s parent firm, Vedanta, whose
verdict is awaited. Second, perhaps, the fiscal implications of
such a large payout to Cairn when the exchequer is cash strapped,
may have galvanised the government’s mind about challenging
the Vodafone verdict after much dithering. Ostensibly, because
it cannot take a different stance on two similar cases, the Centre
has now filed an appeal in the Vodafone matter in Singapore. A
similar appeal too can be expected on Cairn.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has repeatedly asserted
that India retains the sovereign right to levy taxes. The arbitrators
do not seem to be disputing that. The fact is that this government
has asserted from the outset it is not in favour of retrospective
legislative changes. PM Narendra Modi had promised to resolve
concerns on retrospective taxation, introduced to global
consternation in 2012 by then Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee after losing a tax battle with Vodafone in the Supreme
Court. The Cairn order even refers to statements by BJP leaders
like the late Arun Jaitley terming the retrospective amendments
as ‘tax terrorism’ while in the Opposition. The guilty clauses
could have been scuppered in the first NDA Budget itself, but
barbs about it being a ‘suit, boot Sarkar’ then, that compelled
the government to retract land acquisition reforms, may have
dampened the enthusiasm for ‘investor-friendly’ changes.
Losing the arbitrations in the most-watched cases under a
troublesome law that has hurt India’s investment credibility,
provided a cathartic opportunity to let go, while resting the
blame for the mess on the UPA. In doubling down instead, the
government has scored a self-goal. Its aspirations to rope in
global investments must be matched by ensuring policy stability

and creating a robust regulatory framework.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Flat up for auction, Ghaziabad Development
Authority clerk suffers heart attack, dies

GHAZIABAD: A Ghaziabad
Development Authority clerk
living in a house put up for
auctions died on Saturday after
suffering a heart attack.
Parmanand Sharma’s death led
to an outpouring of resentment
against the GDA’s decision to
put up its flats in
Karpooripuram on the block by
Sharma’s co-workers. They
alleged Sharma was under
severe stress and his health had
deteriorated. He was admitted
to a private hospital where he
died on Saturday morning.
Sharma’s son is to get married

in January. Punit, an employee,
said that they stay in GDA flats
that are unsold and pay rent to
the authority. “Of the 192 flats,
GDA has already auctioned 54
and the remaining were set for
auction on December 16 and 26.
Sharma had been staying there
for five years with his family
and the auction had worried him
a lot. Through our union we had
raised the issue but it was not
addressed by the officials.”
Meanwhile, GDA officials
downplayed the incident and
said that Sharma was ill from
before.
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Gang steals service revolver from MP cop in Noida for probe

NOIDA: Five miscreants in a car
on Friday looted the service
revolver of a sub-inspector from
the Madhya Pradesh Police’s
cyber cell outside ICICI Bank’s
Sector 18 branch after an
argument with a two-member team
that’s in Noida in connection with
a Ponzi scheme investigation.
Sub-inspectors Rashid Khan and
Pankaj Sahu of MP Police, along
with two constables, of MP
Police’s cyber cell in Jabalpur are
in Noida since December 15 as
part of their ongoing investigation
in a Ponzi scheme fraud for which
they required information about a
suspicious account with ICICI
Bank in Sector 18. They four have
been staying at a hotel in Sector
62. On Friday, however, both the

officers booked a cab for going to
Sector 18 and around 12pm, when
they reached the bank in plain
clothes, a Verna arrived in which
the five accused were seated. One
of'the criminals allegedly told one
of the officers that he was teasing
awoman, resulting in an argument
between the two sides followed
by a physical clash. During this,
Rashid took out his service
pistol, which was snatched by
the accused who sped away.
Senior police officers said that
they received information about
the crime around an hour later
after which, they started
scanning the CCTV footages
from the camaras installed
outside the bank and upon the
other buildings in the vicinity.

Sources said the crime— that
occurred just a few metres away
from the Sector 18 police chowki
— had been captured in one of
the CCTVs. Earlier too, in Sector
58, someone looted a pistol
belonging to Prakash Yadav, a
constable posted with Delhi
Police, near a food stall where
he had come to have food. DCP
(Noida) Rajesh S said that the
crime occurred opposite the
ICICI Bank’s Sector 18 branch.
“The two sub-inspectors had
come from the cyber cell of
Madhya Pradesh Police. They
were both in plain clothes and
had come to verify about a
suspicious account. While they
were going, they had an argument
with some four-five persons.
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Noida: Over 50% beds at largest Covid hospital have seen no patients

NOIDA: A  28-year-old
construction materials dealer who
was in the Chilla area on Friday
morning to pay a traffic fine
created a flutter by walking up to
the farmer agitation site and
shouting at the gathering. Farmers
alleged he called them “terrorists”
while questioning their protest
against the Centre’s new farming
laws. The man, who police said is
based in Greater Noida, was taken
into police custody soon after
when he got into a scuffle with
the protesters. He was taken to
Sector 20 police station, where he
remained detained at the time of
filing the report on Friday evening.
Farmers at Chilla — where the
protest began on December 1 —
said they had never seen him
before. They also claimed he was
accompanied by one or two

others. “He was here for the first
time along with one or two more
persons, who possibly managed
to flee,” said Yogesh Pratap Singh,
state president of Bharatiya Kisan
Union-Bhanu, one of the outfits
leading the protests here. “He was
asking protesters what was wrong
with the farm laws. We feel he is
one of the agents who have been
deployed among farmers, trying to
destablilise and break our
protest,” he added. During his
tirade, the intruder also allegedly
told the farmers minimum support

17 injured as truck crashes into
bus on Yamuna Expressway

GREATER NOIDA: As many as
17 people were injured, five of
them seriously, after a truck
travelling towards Agra on the
Yamuna Expressway jumped the
divider and crashed into a UP
Roadways bus travelling on the
opposite carriageway, police
said on Saturday. The accident
happened a little after midnight
on Friday when the truck was
12.7km from the Zero Point.
Police suspect the truck driver
dozed off behind the wheel and
lost control of the vehicle on the
high-speed corridor, leading to
the crash. The Roadways bus
was travelling towards Delhi
from Lucknow. The bus had
some 36 passengers from
Gorakhpur, Sultanpur, Aligarh,
Delhi and Noida seated inside.

And the 17 injured were mostly
the passengers, apart from its
two drivers and a helper. The
accident resulted in chaos
among the passengers who
were pulled out by the rescue
van officials and the police
team. Sultanpur’s Rajkumari,
Lalita and Rajvir, who belong to
one family, sustained injuries,
while bus drivers Raju and
Krishanpal and helper Munajib
suffered serious wounds.

price (MSP) would remain intact
and they had no reason to protest.
One of the protesters, Praveen
Sharma, told TBC the farmers were
speaking to news reporters when
he walked up and started shouting
at them. “He was trying to induce
violence. Before the media, he
called us terrorists. Are we
terrorists? We are sharing our pain
here,” he said. Amarpal, another
protester, added, “We told him if
we had no problems, why would
we be sitting here? We asked him
ifhe was a farmer and told him to
show us proofthat he was. He did
not show us any identity card.”
As tension rose, and some farmers
pushed him away, police
intervened. He was taken away in
avan. Farmers said he wasn’t the
first —a few had this week popped
up at the protest site and got into

arguments with them. Farmer
outfits had earlier this week
criticised attempts by those in the
government to defame their
protests through references like
‘terrorists’ and ‘Khalistanis’. “In
the morning, a woman had come
to the protest site. She started
arguing with farmers over the laws
but when we asked her her name,
she left the spot,” Amarpal said.
“What can we say? Such elements
have been caught at the Singhu
and Ghazipur borders too. They
are being planted by the BJP
government to destabilise and
demean our protests,” the BKU-
Bhanu’s Singh. Asked about the
intruder and the Chilla incident,
BJP’s Noida unit head Manoj
Gupta said, “Farmers are our
brothers and we respect our
farmers.

Stadium m Greater Noida reopens
membership, gets new pools

GREATER NOIDA: On January
1 next year, the Greater Noida
authority will open memberships
to the Shaheed Vijay Singh
Pathik sports complex after a gap
of four years. Besides, some of
the new sporting activities that
the stadium has introduced -
swimming and squash - will be
open for members sometime in
2021. The management has
decided to offer a lifetime, yearly,
temporary and casual
memberships to the sports
complex users. The short-term
memberships, which were not
available earlier, have been
added to the list of options for
tenants, visitors and expats who
stay in Greater Noida for smaller
durations. Currently, nearly 800
members indulge in sporting

UP govt taking credit for projects planned in BSP regime: Mayawati

LUCKNOW: BSP chief Mayawati
has staked claim to crucial
infrastructure projects like the
Jewar Airport and Ganga
Expressway, projects
conceptualized when she was in
power but which are being
implemented by the Yogi
government, saying that first the
SP government and now the
current government are trying to
claim credit for her work. The former
UP CM said her government could
have completed several projects
but the then Congress government
in the Centre created hurdles for
her in the name of environment
clearances. “My government was
known for excellent law and order
and all round development which
impacted the lives of every person
in the state, and unparalleled
governance, a model which first
Samajwadi Party and now BJP

have tried to implement and
continue to take credit for but
where are they going to get BSP’s
iron willpower from?”’ she asked.
Accusing the BJP government of
doing less work but talking more,
spending time and money on
advertising, Mayawati said that
projects like the Ganga Expressway
or Jewar Airport were prepared
under her government, which BJP
was trying to project as its work.
“It is fine for them to copy BSP’s
good work but where are they
going to get the good intent shown
by BSP governments, its policies

of public welfare which embraced
the concept of sarvjan hitay,
sarvajan sukhay. That is why these
governments are not able to set
anything right,” she said. The BSP
chief further added that
development works in Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Mathura, Kannauj and
Metro projects in various cities were
also conceived under her
government. She said that
conceptualizing schemes and
completing them in record time was
a BSP model and whatever
development took place after 2012,
which is when BSP was replaced by
SP, it was because of the preliminary
work done by her government.
“Such works would have been
completed during my tenure itself
had the then Congress government
in the state not created hurdles like
environment clearance for me for its
political gains,” she said.

activities at the stadium that
became partially functional in
2016. Built over a 35-acre-land,
the complex had a budget of Rs

130 crore. In 2016, the
management wanted to introduce
‘pay-and-play’ policy to cater to
short-term visitors, but it never
rolled out. Apart from a sprawling
cricket stadium, the complex had
functional badminton, tennis,
football, basketball, table tennis
and volleyball facilities.

One attendant with photo
ID pass for IPD patients at
Noida District Hospital

NOIDA: The District Hospital
Sector 30 has restricted one
attendant per IPD (inpatients
department) patient undergoing
treatment at the hospital. The
attendant will be issued a photo
ID pass which cannot be
misused. The attendant will also
be required to undergo a rapid
antigen test and if he clears it,
only then he will be allowed to
stay with the patient. Dr Renu
Agrawal, chief medical
superintendent (CMS) at the
District Hospital Sector 30, said,
“We have restricted IPD
attendants to only one. Earlier,
many attendants would turn up
for IPD patients as there were no
restrictions. This not only created
problems for the management but
also posed a threat of infection.”
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Two-year interest waiver
for YEIDA land allottees?

GREATER NOIDA: Relief could
soon be offered to hundreds of
entrepreneurs who had booked
industrial plots next to the
Yamuna Expressway some five to
six years back in sectors 32 and
33. Unable to hand over the
developed plots to 821 allottees,
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA)
is contemplating to offer interest
waiver to the entrepreneurs in the
coming months in the form of zero
period.  Since  payment
commanded by the industrial
development authorities in Noida
and Greater Noida is divided into
two portions — plot premium and
interest, the allottees had been
demanding exemption from the
payment of the interest

Chief financial officer of
Amrapali Group arrested
from Delhi by ED

LUCKNOW: The Lucknow
branch of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) arrested chief
financial officer of Amarpali
Group Chandra Wadhwa from
Delhi late on Friday night. The
ED is probing multi-crore
financial fraud committed by the
Amarpali Group. The charges
include diversion of 42,000
homebuyer’s money in UP and
National Capital Region (NCR).
The ED had registered a case
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002, against the
firm in July, 2019. Two directors
of the firm, Anil Sharma and Shiv
Priya, have already been arrested
by the ED in connection with the
financial fraud in January this
year, and are now languishing in
jail.
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Yamuna Expressway
Entrepreneurs Association,
Tejveer Rana said, “YEIDA had
floated the plots in 2013 and
issued allotment letters to us
between January and September
2015. The Authority had offered
plots of different sizes with its
first scheme and asked for a land
premium of Rs 5,500 for a sqm
back then.

Couple out on
morning walk robbed

GHAZIABAD: A resident of
Indirapuram’s Vaishali was
allegedly robbed of jewellery and
other valuables at gunpoint when
he was out on a morning walk with
his wife on Saturday morning.
According to police, the crime took
place near CO Indirapuram office.
Sanjay Rastogi, a resident of Judge
Colony who owns a garment shop
in Delhi, had gone for a morning
walk along with his wife Indu.
Around 8am, when the couple
reached near Atal Chowk, a car came
from behind and stopped a few
metres away. “Two people came out
and pointed a pistol at me and
threatened to hand over all the
valuables,” Rastogi said.
Gyanendra Singh, SP City-2, said
they have lodged an FIR under
Section 392 (robbery) of IPC.

New plasma treatment
rules at Child PGI, GIMS

NOIDA: Two hospitals in GB
Nagar have started to follow the
state’s newly revised guidelines
for convalescent plasma
treatment (CPT). Government
Institute of Medical Sciences
(GIMS) in Greater Noida and
Super Specialty Paediatric
Hospital and Post Graduate
Teaching Institute (SSPHPGTI)
or Child PGI in Noida’s Sector 30
are following the new norms that
have been derived from the
guidelines set by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR). The department of
transfusion medicine at King
George's Medical University
(KGMU) issued the new
guidelines on December 18. The
other six centres that have

ACS approves 49 acres for GIMS campus

NOIDA: On a visit to the district
on Friday, additional chief secretary
(ACS) medical education Rajneesh
Dubey approved the land for a
campus for Government Institute
of Medical Sciences (GIMS) in
Greater Noida and also cleared
registry and power related issues
of Child PGl in Sector 30. “The ACS
approved in principle a 49-acre-
land in Gautam Budh University for
GIMS. separate building for us has
been in the pipeline for some time.
Now, we are waiting for a cabinet
approval for the same,” said
Brigadier (retd) Dr RK Gupta, the
director of GIMS. Dr DK Singh,
chief medical superintendent of
Child PGI. said, “We asked the ACS
about the need to separate the
residential, domestic consumption
from that of commercial charge
which is applicable for the hospital

First flight from Noida airport likely by Dec
2023 or Jan 2024, says top executive

NOIDA: Work on the upcoming
Noida International Airport is
progressing as scheduled and the
first flight is expected to take off
by December 2023 or January
2024, a senior government
executive said on Sunday. Also,
the resettlement and rehabilitation
of over three thousand families
who are getting displaced due to
the mega greenfield project is
likely to be completed by May
2021, Noida International Airport
Limited (NIAL) CEO Arun Vir
Singh said. Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had on
December 18 approved the name,
design and the logo of the airport
being built in Jewar area along the
Yamuna Expressway in the Gautam
Buddh Nagar district. Switzerland-
headquartered private firm Zurich
Airport International AG will be

e

developing the airport while the
NIAL, a nodal agency floated by
the UP government, will monitor
the project's development. "The
concession agreement for the
airport was signed on October 7
and the master plan for the project
was to be submitted within the
next 60 days. The master plan was
submitted on December 4 to the
Civil Aviation Ministry for its
comments. Once the ministry
sends it back, it would be taken
up by the NIAL Board for
approval after which construction
and development work would
begin," Singh said.

functioning only as it amounts to
nearly 25-30% more power charge
for residential staff of the hospital.”
While Dubey directed VN Singh
chiefzonal engineer PVVNL Noida
power department to look into the
matter and address the issue by
separating the two connection
following a due inspection, he also
approved land registration of Child
PGI to be transferred from Noida
Authority which had not yet
carried out the process till Friday.
“Now the land has been transferred
to be registered on a Rs 1 stamp
paper in SSPHPGTT (Child PGI)

24,000 hearings
online: How UP-Rera
cleared major backlog

NOIDA: The Uttar Pradesh Real
Estate Regulatory Authority (UP-
Rera) has been able to clear major
backlogs through virtual hearings
this year, despite the Covid-19
lockdown. Of'the 30,956 complaints
registered so far, the regulator has
already heard 24,026 cases till
December 15. And of these, some
5,115 complaints were filed by
buyers in Gautam Budh Nagar in
2020 and 1,454 have been disposed
of this year itself. The new year is
supposed to start with 6,930
pending cases to be heard from
previous applications, officials said.
In fact, UP-Rera started hearing cases
from September 4, 2018. At the end
of that year, the regulator had
registered 9,601 cases and disposed
0f7,089in2019.1n2019, the numbers
increased exponentially.

name,” said Dr Singh. Evenas ACS
Dubey appreciated the
microbiology lab testing facility of
Child PGI which is currently
testing, 2500-3000 RT-PCR
samples per day through two RT-
PCR machines, he approved one
RNA extractor to be added to the
Child PGI lab for which Rs 45 lakhs
have been sanctioned from the
district magistrate’s fund. “Now
that the fund is sanctioned, we
expect the extractor to come in 15
days. With that we will have
enhanced testing capacity to 4000
samples per day,” said Dr Singh.
ACS Dubey further directed
faculty enhancement of Child PGI
to be made double from current
numbers across paediatric and
paediatric surgery, microbiology,
anaesthesia and pathology
departments.

participated in the process
include SN Medical College
(Agra), MLN Medical College
(Allahabad), MLB Medical
College (Jhansi), BRD Medical
College (Gorakhpur) and GSVM
Medical College (Kanpur). Under
the new guidelines, a donor can
donate plasma after 14 days of
testing Covid negative or 28 days
after complete resolution of
symptoms (Covid negative report
not mandatory).

Noida pins hope on

6th attempt

NOIDA: The tender for awarding
work for construction of the
Parthala flyover will be evaluated
for the sixth time in a week. Noida
Authority officials said that they
will select the contractor this time
and issue a work order before the
month ends. Officials revealed that
three companies have participated
in the bidding process this time.
Earlier, when bids were floated on
five occasions, the companies had
quoted higher commissioning
costs than what was being offered
by the authority. The Noida
Authority is willing to stretch its
budget to Rs 80.5 crore for the
construction of the flyover, which
will ease traffic between Noida and
Greater Noida via Vikas Marg and
will also facilitate traffic movement
in the future on Faridabad-Noida-
Ghaziabad expressway.

Trader went missing to escape
lender, rescued from UP Gate

GHAZIABAD: More than a
fortnight after he went missing
from his home, a 38-year-old debt-
ridden Ghaziabad trader was on
Thursday night rescued by police
from a crowd that gathered at UP
Gate to participate in the ongoing
farmers’ protest. Cops said
Praveen Kumar, who deals in
wholesale supply of home decor
items, allegedly went missing on
December 1 to escape money
lenders but ended up at the
protest site after failing to garner
up courage to end his own life. He
owes the lenders Rs 5 lakh.
Muradnagar SHO Amit Kumar said
that Praveen’s wife Jyoti had filed
a missing person’s complaint at
the police station on December 12.
“Praveen told his wife that he was
going out for some work in

Ghaziabad city and would be back
in 3-4 hours. But when he didn't
return that night, his wife informed
other family members.” The family
members did not inform police as
they thought that Praveen would
return because in June too, when
he was unable to repay loans to
his friends, he had disappeared
but came back after a week, he
said. During interrogation,
Praveen told police that his
business was badly affected
during the pandemic and the
consequent lockdown. “Even, he
was unable to pay his rent (Rs
10,000) for the past eight months
and he spent all his savings as
well during this period,” the SHO
said. On December 1, Praveen had
gone towards Delhi and even
contemplated suicide.
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