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Covid hospital helpline
got 5,000 calls in a month
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Moved by letter from cop’s wife, police in bid
to ensure leaves for anniversaries, birthdays

GZB: Senior police officers
received an unusual order from
the Ghaziabad police chief on
Thursday -- ensure no one is
denied a leave to mark a personal
occasion such as a wedding, an
anniversary or a birthday. The
order came after an emotional
letter to the senior superintendent
of police (SSP) a few days ago
from a head constable’s wife,
who stated that she could never
celebrate her wedding
anniversary as her husband did

not get leave and refused to take
one, citing duties. A senior police
officer said that through the letter
the woman has complained that
her husband always refused
when she wanted to go out for
dinner oramovie. “The letter also
states that she had organised a
party on her son’s fifth
anniversary but her husband
reached when all guests had left.
Through her letter, she sought
offs from work to officers on
their special days,” an officer said.
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EDITORIAL

Alert amid uncertainty: On
RBI holding interest rates

The RBI has prudently decided to keep its powder dry for
now, citing the “extreme uncertainty” that characterises
the current outlook for inflation and economic activity.
Observing that the “unprecedented shock™ from the
pandemic has left the economy stressed, the RBI said that
while the monetary policy committee recognised the primacy
of supporting a recovery, it was necessarily mindful of'its
inflation targeting mandate. The picture on prices is clouded
by many uncertainties. While the provisional June CPI
inflation reading of 6.1% had edged over the upper bound
of the mandated medium-term goal of 4% plus/minus 2%,
a spike in food prices as well as cost push pressures from
higher transport fuel and raw material prices were
combining to obscure the inflation outlook. Vowing to ensure
that the policy stance remains ‘accommodative’ for as long
as needed to revive growth, Governor Shaktikanta Das
emphasised that the RBI was ready to act on rates once a
durable reduction in inflation was sighted. For now,
however, the projections remain less than encouraging. The
latest round of households’ expectations of price gains in
an RBI survey shows that consumers expect inflation to
remain elevated in the near term — a finding that the RBI’s
assessment broadly backs.

The prognosis on the economy is also worrisome. While
the RBI expects the rural economy to turn in a robust
recovery on the back of a strong showing by agriculture, a
deterioration in consumer sentiment in the central bank’s
July survey undermines the prospects for a more
broadbased revival in domestic demand. Additionally,
external demand faces headwinds from a world economy
in recession and as global trade shrinks. Forecasting a
contraction in real GDP in the current fiscal year, the RBI
rather optimistically posits that an early containment of the
pandemic may impart an upside surprise to its outlook.
Interestingly, its analysis of the macro-economic
environment skirts the potential challenges that heightened
tensions with China, one of India’s largest trading partners
and, in recent years, a source of inbound foreign capital,
could pose to the economy. The central bank has therefore
opted to focus its energies on trying to untangle the kinks
hindering the flow of credit amid more than adequate liquidity,
wary lenders and severely stressed borrowers. The
restructuring, resolution and enhanced gold loan proposals
mooted by the RBI acknowledge the sheer scale of the
pandemic’s devastation on the finances of firms and
households. The onus now is on Governor Das to ensure
that the stability of the financial sector is safeguarded even
as loan terms are reset to protect otherwise viable
businesses. Any harm to financial stability risks undermining

the economy as a whole.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Robotic scavenger introduced to
keep Greater Noida sewers clean

GREATER NOIDA: Adding
another feat, Greater Noida on
Friday became one of the few
cities in the country which are on
the way to becoming free from
manual scavenging. While some
southern cities have already
deployed technology to keep the
sewerage network clean,
municipal bodies in the north are
yetto follow suit. Greater Noida
Industrial Development Authority,
launched the robotic machine that
will be used to clean sewer. The
machine was deployed toremove
sludge from a semi-choked line in
Delta 2. Equipped with a drone
unit, the arm or extraction unit of
the machine is launched inside a

manhole. Operators can move
around the arm with the help of
live feed and move around the arm
to a distance of up to 8 metre.
Chief executive officer of the
authority, Narendra Bhooshan
said that labourers and workers
will not be required to enter the
manholes anymore. “We had
taken feedback from officers in
Hyderabad where the same
machine was being used. It is
easy to operate and give
effective results,” added
Bhooshan. Authority also
inducted the super suction
machine with a dump truck and
pressed it into service on Friday
at sector Zeta 1.
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Three cops shunted out for
assaulting man in Greater Noida

NOIDA: Three police
personnel were shunted out on
Saturday for allegedly assaulting
a man in Uttar Pradesh's
Greater Noida, a senior officer
said. A purported video of the
incident that took place in Dhoom
Manikpur village in Badalpur
police area on Friday has
surfaced on the social media.
"Prime facie it appears the local
police post in-charge and two
constables are hitting a man, as
seen in the purported video
doing the rounds on internet. The
three policemen have been
transferred to police lines with
immediate effect," deputy
commissioner of police, Central

Noida, Harish Chander said. He
said the local police team had
reached the village on the
information that some men were
harassing a woman. The
incident in which the policemen
are seen hitting the man
occurred after that. Chander
said a probe has been ordered
nto the matter, with an assistant
commissioner of police
investigating the episode in
detail and further action will be
taken accordingly. Earlier, a
sub-inspector and two
constables attached with
Dankaur Police Station in
Greater Noida were suspended
onMay 31 for assaulting a man.

Residents ‘beat youth to death’ for stealing car battery, 3 held

GHAZIABAD: A25-year-old
youth was beaten to death by
locals of Tronica City on
Wednesday on suspicion of him
being a car thief. Three of the
residents have been arrested.
The youth, Salim was a resident
of Khushal Park colony in
Tronica City. On Wednesday,
around 3am locals informed
police that some people were
stealing battery parts from an
Eco car parked in Rampark
area. According to the
residents, when they raised an
alarm, two persons fled on a
motorcycle while three tried to
flee. One of the three youths
fell into the septic tank of an
under-construction house while
others managed to flee. Locals

caught hold of him and thrashed
him badly before he was handed
over to the police. "Few people
were trying to steal the battery
from a car and one of the
residents saw them. He raised
the alarm and immediately four
of them escaped taking
advantage of darkness while
people started following one of
the accused. He fell in a septic
tank made at the construction
site," aresident told TBC. The
youth was admitted to the
Community Health Center
(CHC) in a critical condition
from where doctors referred
him to MMG hospital. “Salim
succumbed while getting
treatment late on Wednesday
night. His body was sent for an

autopsy. Based on a complaint
filed by Salim’s brother, the
accused have been booked
under IPC Section 304
(Culpable homicide not
amounting to murder)," said SP
(rural) Neeraj Kumar Jadaun.
Though police suspect that
Salim might have died after he
swallowed mud and dirty water
filled in the septic tank, "three
residents have been arrested
regarding the case and they are
identified as Amit Panchal,
Sanjay and Ajay, all residents
of Rampark area. Salim and his
associates also tried to steal the
battery from Amit's car," said
O P Singh, the SHO of Tronica
City police station. “The exact
reason behind his death can
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only be ascertained after
autopsy reports,” the SHO
added. Meanwhile, Salim’s
accomplices have also been
booked under IPC Section 379
(theft). “We are looking into the
CCTYV footage of the area to
identify Salim’s accomplices,”
Singh said. According to the
locals, when police reached the
spot, they took the deceased to
the hospital in an e-rickshaw
instead of a police vehicle as
the deceased was found in a
“dirty” state and cops were
apprehensive of the man having
coronavirus. “The e-rickshaw
took over 20 minutes to reach
the hospital and thus the
treatment was delayed,” one of
the residents said.
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Covid hospital helpline
oot 5,000 calls in a month

GNOIDA: In a span of one
month since its launch on July
1, over 5,000 calls were
received on the 24x7 Covid
control-room helpline number
0120-2323625, started by
Sharda hospital, the district’s
only L3 Covid facility. The
helpline was launched to
address queries related to
Covid from the public and to
cater to queries from patients
admitted to the hospital and their
attendants. Till July 5, this
helpline saw the most number
of calls — 60% or about 3,500
— related to condition of
patients in ICU and those with

Noida gets 400-bed
dedicated Covid hospital,
CM Yogi Adityanath
reviews facilities

NOIDA: Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday inaugurated a
dedicated 400-bed government
hospital for Covid-19 patients in
Noida. The facility is located in
Sector 39 of the city and has
come up in association with the
Tata Trusts and the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation,
according to officials. The chief
minister had arrived in Gautam
Buddh Nagar on Friday evening
to review the district's
preparedness in the fight against
Covid-19. The virus has infected
over 5,800 people in the district
and claimed 43 lives so far,
according to official figures.

comorbid conditions. “These
calls seek answers on medical
conditions of patients and
discharge related measures
among others,” said Dr Ajit
Kumar, spokesperson for
Sharda University. With the
number of patients on a decline
over the past few days, a
majority of the calls — 140 to
200— came during weekends,
as against the beginning of July
when the weekends would see
250 to 300 calls. “On
weekdays, the calls have come
down to 70 to 80 from Tuesday.
These were earlier 100 to 150
per day in the beginning of July.

Woman jumps to
death from 17th-floor
flat in Greater Noida
NOIDA: A 45-year-old woman
died after she allegedly jumped
off her 17th-floor apartment in
Uttar Pradesh's Greater Noida
on Saturday, police said. The
incident took place around 8.30
am in Bisrakh area, they said.
"The woman had lost her
husband over a year ago and
she was working in the
Irrigation Department in
Meerut district. She was
staying here with her son and
daughter-in-law in their 17th-
floor flat," a police official said.
No suicide note was found from
the spot. What prompted her to
take the extreme step is yet to
be ascertained, the official told .

Man beats up toll staff, says he is MLA kin

GHAZIABAD: A man has
been booked for allegedly
beating up the manager and
women staff at Dasna toll
plaza on the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway on
Tuesday. As per the FIR, the
accused threatened the staff
saying that he is a nephew of
Dholana MLA Aslam
Chaudhary. According to
police, the youth had come in
a Brezza around 3pm and
started abusing a female
staff when she asked for the
toll amount. When the
manager came to the
attendant’s rescue, the
accused started beating him
up. Soon, four to five of his

Low footfall: Noida cuts parking space by 70%

NOIDA: With footfall
coming down in market areas
due to the Covid-19 outbreak,
the Noida Authority has
scrapped parking at as many
as six places, including the
Film City and Sector 18 areas,
and reduced the space of 59
other parking lots by nearly
70%. The decision has been
taken as many contractors
have been finding it difficult
to pay for the entire parking
area due to less revenue,
officials said, adding that the
Authority will soon start
towing away vehicles found
parked on roads where
parking has been scrapped. A
Noida Authority official told
TBC that the surface parking
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on the roads of Sector 1,
sectors 1 to 6, Sector 16A
that covers the Film City area,
the inner road of Sector 3, the
road between sectors 3-4 and
roads of Sector 18 has been
scrapped. In Sector 18,
anyway, the Noida Authority
is planning to introduce a
“vehicle-free” zone, he said.
On the other roads with 59
parking spaces, the Authority
has divided these areas into as
many as five clusters, where
the contractors are now
allowed to use only 30% of
the lot for the next two
months. The existing
contracts will be reviewed
after October when fresh
tenders will be floated based
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on ground situation, officials
said. Mohan Vashisht, one of
the contractors, told TBC that
since lockdown was
introduced, they were finding
it difficult to earn revenue.
“Previously, the Authority was
earning as many as Rs 2 crore
onamonthly basis from parking
spaces across Noida. However,
after lockdown, there’s little
business left as all companies
are shut.” Meanwhile, fearing
business loss, market
associations have demanded
that parking charges be
relaxed, especially at the
multi-level parking in Sector
18. “Due to Covid, already,
very few people are visiting
the market for shopping.

acquiantances joined him in
thrashing the toll staff. Neeraj
Chaudhary, the manager of
Dasna toll plaza, said, “When
I came and intervened, the
accused started beating me.
He also made some calls and
a few minutes later, four to
five people arrived. The
accused refused to pay toll
as he is a nephew of MLA
Aslam Chaudhary.” Ashok
Pal Singh, senior inspector of
Masuri police station said that
the victim had filed a
complaint on Wednesday, on
the basis of which an FIR has
been lodged under relevant
sections of the Indian Penal
Code.

RWASs seek guidelines
on upkeep duty

GNOIDA: Office bearers of
more than three dozen
residents’ welfare associations
(RWA) reached GNIDA'’s
office in Knowledge Park IV
to hand over a memorandum
to the authority’s chief
executive officer denouncing
its move to hand over the
maintenance work of
residential sectors to them.
GNIDA wants to pass on at
least three responsibilities to
the RWAs gradually --
registration of pet dogs,
sterilisation of stray dogs and
keeping vacant plots free of
garbage and litter. People
staying in 15 to 20 sectors are
yet to register their association.
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Disinfect surfaces
around your
home and work
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COUGH

WASH YOUR
HANDS OFTEN
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CORONA VIRUS SAFETY covip-19
Do not panic unnecessarily...
Do not spread rumours...

Symptoms of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)

ey

HIGHFEVER

Prevention of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)

a = @ ¢

WEAR A
FACE MASK

HEADACHE

AVOID CONTACT
WITH SICK PEOPLE

SORE THROAT

ALWAYS COVER YOUR
COUGH OR SNEEZE
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