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Inter-state gang of
carjackers busted, 4 held

GHAZIABAD: Police on
Monday claimed to have busted
an inter-state gang of carjackers
by arresting four persons and
recovering a number of
vehicles. They added that the
gang has stolen over 200 cars
in the past five years. The
arrests have led to a recovery
of two stolen luxury cars and
other vehicles that were used to
commit the crimes, police said.
The leader of the gang, however,
is absconding. The gang had
stolen a white Fortuner car that
belonged to the manager of
former AAP leader and poet
Kumar Vishwas on the
intervening night of February 14

and 15 from outside the latter’s
house in Vasundhara’s Sector 3.
The accused had sold the car in
another state. According to
police, the accused have been
identified as Kameel, Md Kallu,
Kala alias Arif and Naseebo —
all residents of Meerut. Sanjeev
Sharma, SHO of Indirapuram
police station, said: “The gang
targeted high-end cars and
supplied them to various people
in places such as Prayagraj and
Muzaffarnagar. They have
admitted to their involvement in
at least 200 car thefts.” The
officer added that two teams
have been formed to nab the
kingpin of the gang.
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EDITORIAL

A tool for thought: On
coronavirus pandemic in India

A committee of experts — well-regarded mathematicians
and infectious disease experts — appointed by the
Department of Science and Technology to use mathematical
modelling and forecast the course of the pandemic has
brought good tidings. By their estimate, India passed its
COVID-19 peak in September and the decline in the overall
caseload being observed for nearly a month now is to
continue. Active cases, about 7.5 lakh now, are expected
to drop below 50,000 by December, and by February, the
pandemic is likely to extinguish itself with only ‘minimal’
(not zero) infections. While it is reasonable to assume that
the seven-member committee has been scrupulous, the
caveat is that this is still a forecast based on mathematical
modelling. There are some strong assumptions. The decline
will continue only if there are no major mutations during
winter, protective antibodies are durable, and current
restrictions are maintained. There would be no significant
gains from a strict lockdown beyond the district level, and
current containment measures would suffice, except if there
are local outbreaks that threaten to overwhelm health-care
facilities there. Their calculation also showed a peak by
July latest, with anything from six to 15 times the existing
infections had there been no lockdown or if it had been
delayed to April.

The purpose of pandemic modelling is to generate a
probabilistic overview of the future and mathematical
modelling has become a popular, creative exercise, with
several models and forecasts being made available on pre-
print servers and pending peer-review. The latest model is
expected to be published in the Indian Journal of Medical
Research this week, but it appears to be a quotidian
exercise. The datasets it has relied on are publicly available
and the modelling employs a category of models called
SEIR that estimates, within a population, those Susceptible,
Exposed, Infected and Recovered. It is extremely
dependent on the quality of data that is used as an input
and relies as much on simplifying assumptions that sacrifice
complexity for comprehension but there is nothing to
suggest, from what is known about the exercise, that it is
more likely to be true than similar estimates from scores
of models the world over that subscribe to a certain degree
of rigour. Experts associated with the pandemic have
reiterated many times that mathematical modelling ought
not to be taken literally. The latest assessment too should
then be used not to critique or justify past decisions but
dwell more on the future. For instance, if the model
suggests that the pandemic would extinguish by February
with a dramatic dip by December, then should the
accelerated clinical trials of potential vaccines be top
priority? Mathematical models, to be useful, must induce
policy or behavioural change to avoid their own worst-
case scenarios and this latest assessment must be seen —
no more, no less — as a tool to this end.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Noida : Okhla water not cleaned. Will migration be hit? W%;‘;WTWT

NOIDA: A delay by the
authorities to clear hyacinth in
the Okhla Bird Sanctuary
could affect the migratory bird
population, environmental
activists have said. For the past
six months, the authorities
were engaged in upgrading the
waterfront with special
government funding. An
office, waterfront
observatories, rain shades and
signage were constructed as
part of the beautification drive.
But this, the birders feel,
delayed the process of
cleaning the hyacinth. The
cleaning process is still
continuing in mid-October,
when the migration starts.
“Cleaning the waters at this

time is a bit too late. While
most of the hyacinth has been
cleared, the forest department
is now creating floating
perching spots. These perching
floaters attract birds and retain
them. But all this should have
been done a few weeks
earlier,” said Rakesh Khatri, a
birder who runs an TUCN-
affiliated environment
organisation. Rapid
concretisation around the
sanctuary has also affected the
bird population. “The problem
is that at the cost of
beautification, there has been
significant concretisation.
First, the Dalit Prerna Sthal has
harmed the ecology of the
sanctuary. Now, there’s more

One more member of Sube Gujjar gang held

GURUGRAM: Police on
Saturday arrested the maternal
uncle of Sube Guyjjar in Faridabad
for allegedly helping the
notorious gangster in various
crimes. In the past two weeks,
six members of the gang —
including three shooters — have
been arrested by Gurugram
police. The accused, Vivek
Kumar, provided weapons to the
gang members, who used them
for murder and other criminal
activities, police said. The
weapon used by the gang
members to open fire on a police
team was also supplied by
Vivek. “Vivek is a trusted aide
of Sube,” said ACP (crime)
Preet Pal Sangwan, adding that
the arrests made in past few
days will help in checking the
activities of the gang. He said

more arrests can be expected.
On October 6, three members
of gang were arrested by the
crime branch of Gurugram
police after a brief exchange of
fire in Sohna. Two of them and
two policemen had sustained
bullet injuries. On October 13,
two more members of the gang
were arrested after a brief
encounter with the crime
branch. Till now, police have
arrested six members of the
gang. Sube Gujjar carries a
reward of Rs 5 lakh on his head.
He had split from the Kaushal
gang two years back to form his
own gang. At present, this is the
only gang active in Gurugram.
“Sube was expanding his
extortion network in Gurugram,
Rewari and adjoining areas,” the
ACP said.

concrete work inside. Also, for
the last three years, they have
not been able to clean up the
water in time. That has also
deflected a lot of the bird
population,” said Matthew
Joseph, who runs Delhi Bird
Photographers. The birders
are also upset with the decision
to raise the fee to Rs 500 for
every camera. “So, it seems the
park is increasingly becoming
a deterrent for birders. In fact,
more and more birders these
days go to other parts of Noida
to spot birds or get good shots,”
he added. However, the forest
ranger at the sanctuary declined
it was too late to clean up the
water. “Only local migration is
taking place at this time. The

Okhla water body is huge, it is
spread across 400 hectares.
So, it takes time to prepare the
water. Birds will only start
flocking in November. So, we
have time,” he added. The
forest officials declined to make
any comment on the steep
camera charges. After
remaining shut through the
lockdown, the Okhla Bird
Sanctuary reopened in mid-
September. According to the
staff on duty, the hyacinth
clearing work has mostly been
done over the last three weeks.
The six months of lockdown
have been utilised to build
facilities like a boardroom, log
hut, canteen, bird watch tower,
gazebo, rail shelter, etc.

Live-in partner booked for threatening to share photos

NOIDA: A 25-year-old
woman has accused her
former live-in partner of
threatening to share her
private photographs on social
media platforms, and
demanding money to delete the
same. An FIR has been lodged
against the accused, Abhishek,
under IPC sections 506
(criminal intimidation), 385
(putting person in fear of injury
for extortion), and IT Act on
Friday. The woman met
Abhishek while pursuing her
masters at a reputed private
university. Eventually, they
started dating and had been
living together for two years.
According to police, the two
first stayed in a rented
accommodation in Gaur City
and later moved to another

accommodation in Sector 27.
“They stayed together for
around two years from 2018.
Later, they had a fallout and
the accused Abhishek started
allegedly threatened to
circulate obscene photos of
her on social media and
demanded money for deleting
the same,” Sector 20, SHO,
Rakesh Kumar Singh told
TBC. The woman had filed a
complaint in the case on
Friday. Police has booked the
accused Abhishek who
belongs to Bihar. In yet
another case, police has
arrested a 35-year-old man
from Sasaram in Bihar for
allegedly raping a married
woman after giving her a drink
laced with sedatives, and also
videographing the act.

How Noida 1s battling dust clouds as construction norms go for a toss

NOIDA: A rapid rise in
construction activity across
Noida and Greater Noida has
shrouded the city with a blanket
of dust. And the residents are
at the receiving end of it The
Noida Authority and private
developers lost the crucial
lockdown months in carrying out
construction when traffic on the
roads was minimal. But
availability of workforce was
indeed a challenge. Now, despite
the graded response action plan
(GRAP) being in force in the
city, builders are carrying out
construction at a massive scale
to make up for the lost time.
Although they have been asked
to install smog guns to control
the dust around construction
sites, other basic norms such as

keeping the material covered
and sprinkling water at the sites
are being increasingly
overlooked. The result is that
residents who now have to step
out for work are reeling from
problems such as headache, skin
rashes and nausea. “We don’t
know about the regulations, but
with so much dust, we are
taking a steam bath twice a day.
The dust, which is largely from
uncovered construction material
in the 7x sectors, is affecting our
lives. The authorities should first
clean the roads before imposing
a ban on gensets,” said Amit
Gupta, a resident. Manish
Kumar from Noida Extension
said his children were
complaining about headaches
every day. “This is all because

of dust pollution in our area. We
had washed the statues here all
by ourselves and have been
trying to be as proactive as
possible, but that’s not enough.
Smog guns have been installed
by some builders, but they
are hardly operating,” he
added. The claims by the
residents are not unfounded.
As TBC took a tour of the
city between 11amand Ipm on
Sunday, piles of dug up mud and
construction material were
visible at several places,
throwing up a cloud of dust. In
Sector 76, a pile of mud lay in
the open along a drain being
constructed by the Noida
Authority. In Sector 74, a
boundary wall being built by the
Authority’s contractors had

construction material lying
uncovered beside it. In Sector
78, a stretch of road that had
been watered had already dried
up and turned into a dust bowl.
“It takes about two hours for the
entire stretch to dry up after the
tanker leaves,” said Ramesh, a
roadside stall owner. Heaps of
broken bricks and mud piles
were lined up in Sector 72,
where an excavator was
working on the stretch of a
road. In Noida Extension, a lane
near Gaur City was shrouded in
dust even after it had been
sprinkled with water. In front of
Galaxy Plaza, manual sweeping
was only making matters worse
— a smog gun running in front
of a mall on the same stretch
appeared of little help.
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Conducting “too many tests”, limit daily
number to 3,100: State to Gzb health dept

Ghaziabad: The country may be
looking to ramp up testing but in
Ghaziabad, extensive testing by
the district health department has
invited criticism from the state
government. Sources said that
during a video conference with
state officials on Saturday, a
senior official of the state health
department rebuked his district
counterparts for conducting “too
many antigen tests”. This remark
came when the district officials
asked the state government to
supply more antigen kits that
were needed to meet the target
of 6,000 tests per day set by the
state-deputed nodal officer for
Ghaziabad, Senthil Pandian C, in
the last week of September.

Man held with bullet
mside Noida metro station

NEW DELHI: A 22-year-old
man was apprehended by the
CISF on Monday for
allegedly carrying a bullet
inside a metro station,
officials said. They said
Sagar Chauhan, a resident of
Meerut district in Uttar
Pradesh, was intercepted by
its personnel while entering
the Noida sector-62 station at
2.30pm. A live round was
recovered from the bag of
the man, they said. He could
not provide any satisfactory
explanation for carrying the
bullet nor did he possess an
arms license, officials said.
The man was later handed
over to the local police for
further probe, they said.

Following Pandian’s directive, the
health  department had
significantly ramped up the testing
in Ghaziabad and conducted
an average of 4,100 antigen
tests and over 1,200 RT-PCR
tests in the first week of
October. However, without
getting the necessary
replenishment from the state
government, the health
department started facing
shortage of antigen kits and
reduced the testing through
this method to below 2,000.
Pointing at a disparity between
the orders from the various state
officials, the state health official’s
recent comment also means that
the daily test target will be reset.

Given triple talaq over
dowry, alleges woman

GNOIDA: A 22-year-old
woman has alleged that she
was given triple talaq by her
husband over the phone after
she refused to give a
statement in court confirming
that divorce proceedings
were underway. The woman
alleged that she had married
Shoaib (24) in June 2018, but
the relationship between them
had soon turned sour over
dowry demands. She claimed
that her in-laws had
demanded a 50 square yard
plot, which her father was
unable to give. “I objected to
the demand by my in-laws,
saying that my father could
not afford it.

Phase II of industrial plan: Noida
may acquire 917 acres by March 31

NOIDA: For further industrial
development, the Noida
Authority has identified 917 acres
that will be acquired by March
31. The authority plans to develop
six sectors --161, 162, 163, 164,
165 and 166-- under the phase I1
of the industrial plan of the city
and launch more schemes. While
the industrial area in phase I and
phase Il is completely saturated,
the Noida Authority has started
focusing on developing sectors
under phase II for future
expansion. While the authority
has managed to generate some
traction for the industrial sectors
situated along the Aqua line
(metro link between Noida and
Greater Noida) the ones located

15 restobars down shutters in Noida, most of them in Sector 18

NOIDA: Reeling from losses
incurred during the lockdown
months, 15 restobars in the city
have decided to shut down their
businesses. Most of these
outlets are located in the Sector
18 market or the Gardens
Galleria mall and have decided
not to renew their annual
licences that expired last month.
The decision comes despite the
fact that the annual licence fee
for running a bar is much lower
than that for operating an
English wine shop in Noida. It
also comes against the
backdrop of an online appeal by
restaurant owners asking the
chief minister to extend the
closure time by at least two
hours to 11pm. Currently, there
are 93 watering holes in the city

CBI raids properties of BSP MLA
Vinay Shankear Tiwari and associates
in Rs 754 crore bank fraud; case lodged

LUCKNOW: Sleuths of the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) conducted
raids at premises and
residences of Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) MLA Vinay
Shankar Tiwari on Monday in
connection with a bank loan
fraud amounting to Rs 754.24
crore. Vinay happens to be the
son of ganglord-turned
politician and former minister
Hair Shankar Tiwari. The CBI
teams raided four places in
Noida and Lucknow on
Monday. The CBI has
registered an FIR on a
complaint from Bank of India
against two private

companies- Gangotri
Enterprises, Royal Empire
Marketing Limited based at
Lucknow and Noida its
Directors and unknown others
on the allegations of committing
misappropriation, cheating and
causing loss of Rs. 754.24
crore. The FIR lodged by the
anti-corruption bureau of the
CBI Delhi unit also names its
Directors- Vinay Shankar
Tiwari, Ajeet Pandey, and Reeta
Tiwari. Searches
conducted today at the premises
of the accused/company at
Noida and Lucknow which led
to recovery of several
incriminating documents.

WEre

that cater to the young crowd
of working professionals and
couples. The number will now
come down to 78. Varun
Khera, who heads the Noida
chapter of the National
Restaurant Association of
India, said, “Some
establishments do not want to
continue with their businesses
under the current scenario. We
have already submitted our
demands before the Noida
MLA and the excise
department. The timings for
allowing restaurants and bars
to operate should definitely be
extended.” Though restaurants
were allowed to operate in
August, bars in the state were
given the permission to open
shutters from September 3. But

Doctor kills patient after
affair, held in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 33-year-old
doctor was arrested from his
clinic in Dasna on Saturday,
more than a month after he
allegedly smothered to death a
woman patient with whom he
had developed a relationship.
Police said the woman, a mother
of four, was pestering the doctor
to live with her. The doctor,
however, was unwilling as he,
too, is married. Ismail, the
accused, is believed to have told
the police that the patient’s
repeated pleas to stay with the
doctor in a different house drove
him to commit the murder. Ismail
has been running the clinic in
Dasna for the past five years
and had first met the woman
there several months ago.

the nod came with a few riders,
like following social distance
norms and using sanitisers and
masks. But what hit the bars
the most were the closure
timings at 9pm. Officials in the
excise department said model
liquor shops were better placed
since they were allowed to
open in July and got much time
in hand to recover from the
losses. “Unlike restobars, only
a handful of model shops are
air-conditioned in Noida. The
shops found it easier to bounce
back. Also, the footfall in
eateries was hit because people
could not step out on weekends
because of the weekend
lockdown in July and August,”
said RB Singh, the Noida
district excise officer.

on the western side of Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway are
yet to find takers. Avinash
Tripathi, officer on special duty
and in-charge of the industrial
department at Noida Authority,
said that land is being acquired
at present across 8 to 10
locations to expand industrial
activity in phase II. “We are
planning to launch schemes for
phase II plots in the next fiscal
once the area is developed.
Simultaneously, work is on to
develop four underpasses to help
and working
executives to cross the
expressway in a seamless
manner in order to reach the
upcoming sectors,” said Tripathi.

Liquor sales wup
despite high fees in
Noida, Greater Noida

NOIDA: Liquor business
demand has soared in localities
and residential pockets which
have got developed in Noida
and Greater Noida over the
past few years. Unfazed by the
Covid-induced slowdown,
entrepreneurs interested in
liquor business have paid up to
25% higher licence fees for
opening vends in the city this
year despite suffering huge
losses in the months of March
and April. For the excise
department, the demand for
model shops is extremely
crucial since the licence fees
for such establishments is over
Rs 1 crore, the highest across
all retail categories.

commuters

Woman’s body found,
cops suspect hubby’s role

NOIDA: A 26-year-old
woman’s semi-decomposed
body was found in her house in
Yakubpur village on Sunday.
Police suspect her husband
behind the murder as he and
their six-year-old son were
missing from the house when
the body was found. According
to the police, the woman has
been identified as Sapna Yadav,
who was residing in that house
on rent with her husband
Rajnesh alias Sonu Yadav and
their son. The body was first
spotted by the landlord, who
broke opened the door after
getting a stench on Sunday
afternoon. “The landlord

informed us about the body.
The state in which the body
was found, it seemed that she
had died a day or two earlier.
Her fingers had been bitten by
rats due to the onset of the
decomposition process of the
body,” said a police officer.
“The woman had a serious
head injury and possibly she
was strangled too as we found
marks on her neck. It is possible
that she was hit with a rolling
pin but that has to be
ascertained. Her husband has
fled the spot with their son after
locking the house,” additional
DCP (central Noida) Ankur
Aggarwal told TBC.
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- all yours...

Admission Open for Session 2020-2021 | Classes Pre- Nursery, Nursery, K.G, | & I
Under the aegis of Gurukul Education Society running Gurukul-The School NH-24, Ghaziabad with
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Hindustan Times, Education World | Faith Feundation, UK. 7
for 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015. ;

Dutstanding Award by Tony Blair
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Best Infrastructure & Facility
provided to students, parents & visibers
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