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2 cause technical glitch
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95% of hotels and hospitals
in Ghaziabad don’t have fire
no-objection certificate

GHAZIABAD: More than
95% of the hotels and
hospitals in Ghaziabad don’t
have the mandatory fire ‘no-
objection certificate’ (NOC).
This inference can be drawn
from a report of the district
fire department that comes
two days after 17 people died
in a hotel fire in Delhi’s Karol
Bagh area and a week after
the Noida hospital blaze.
According to the report, only
11 out 0of 300 hotels and 18 out
of 500 hospitals have fire
NOCs. Also, 94 residential
societies across the district
don’t possess the certificate.

The report, prepared by the
fire department following an
inspection, has been sent to
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) for action,
officials said on Thursday.
Sunil Kumar Singh, chief fire
officer of Ghaziabad, said the
department has been carrying
out inspection in hospitals,
hotels and housing societies
for the past one month. “We
are surprised to find that only
a few hospitals and hotels
have the NOC. The remaining
are running their
establishments without the
certificate.”
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After Pulwama

After the Pulwama attack in Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi once
again confronts a problem that has persisted ever since
Pakistan acquired nuclear weapons in the late 1980s. Put
simply, it is about Delhi’s inability to deter the Pakistan army
from using proxies like the Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lashkar-
e-Taiba to wage a war against India. For the Pakistan Army,
nuclear weapons have provided the impunity to pursue a sub-
conventional war against India. Over the last two decades,
successive governments in Delhi have tried different things
to enhance deterrence against Pakistan-sponsored attacks.
They included political measures comprehensive dialogue on
allissues including Kashmir, economic cooperation and people-
to-people contact. Efforts at peaceful persuasion were
thwarted, as Pakistan pulled back repeatedly from significant
political agreements. Among the coercive steps that India
sought to pursue are the mobilisation of international diplomatic
pressure against Pakistan, massing of troops on the land border
and naval ships in the Arabian Sea, and the so-called surgical
military strikes across the Line of Control in Kashmir. None
of these worked because of the political constraint imposed
by nuclear weapons.

The danger of escalation to the nuclear level and the fear of
international intervention in the Kashmir dispute with Pakistan
have had a self-deterrent effect on Delhi. If Pakistan revelled
in this dynamic, India has struggled to overcome the nuclear
constraint. Any current effort to break out of this nuclear box
would demand the political will to explore its brink. It would
also demand a careful calibration of strategies. There is little
point in speculating on the nature and type of Indian military
response. For now, though, there is much diplomatic work to
be done.

The withdrawal of the MFN status is unlikely to make much
of an impact on a Pakistan that has never been interested in
trading with India. Such steps, including the snapping of
diplomatic relations, signal India’s displeasure with Pakistan
but achieve little. India should focus, instead, on targeting
Pakistan’s greatest current vulnerability a troubled financial
condition. Even as Islamabad desperately seeks international
support to shore up its economy, the global Financial Action
Task Force is considering the case for putting Pakistan on a
black list that will trigger major sanctions. In nudging the FATF,
at its meeting this week, towards this goal and in the broader
effort to mount international political pressure on Pakistan,
Delhi faces two problems one external and the other internal.
On the external front, China has emerged not only as
Pakistan’s most important economic partner but also its
international political shield. Delhi can no longer remain silent
and must signal its willingness to limit bilateral political and
commercial ties with China, if Beijing continues to protect
Pakistan on terror-related issues. But no external strategy
can succeed if Delhi lets the internal cracks widen. For nothing
will suit Pakistan more than a surge of communal violence in

this country. -By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Footbridge to help you cross road from GIP mall

NOIDA: The Noida Authority plans to build a foot over-bridge
(FOB) on DSC Road to connect GIP mall’s Gate No. 3 with
Sector 28 and has issued tenders for the project. The project
will immensely benefit shoppers and commuters who jaywalk
across the divider to cross the busy road. S K Jain, president of
Sector 18 market association, said the FOB would be very
important for pedestrians.
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Residents mourn Pulwama martyrs

NOIDA\GREATER
NOIDA: Residents from
Noida and Greater Noida
held memorial services and
candle light prayer meets
across the city following
Thursday’s killing of over 40
CRPF personnel at Pulwama
in Jammu and Kashmir.
While some called for
concrete action, residents
from one high rise society
called all owners to light
candles in their balconies at
8pm as a mark of respect to
the martyrs. Noida Authority
has cancelled the first night
Raahgiri slated for Saturday,
February 16; it has now been

shifted to next Saturday,
February 23. “Words cannot
express the grief shared by
the nation on the recent terror
attacks in Phulwama. To
share this grief and honour,
our brave CRPF jawans who
were martyred on February
14, we have cancelled this
Saturday's sunset Raahgiri
slated for February 16. It will
now be launched next
Saturday on February 23. We
pray that the departed souls
rest in peace,” said Rajeev
Tyagi Noida Authority. Apart
from this, all staff from Noida
Authority’s electrical
engineering department took

4 children injured as school
van overturns in Vasundhara

GHAZIABAD: Four children
were injured, one of them
seriously, when a van ferrying
a group of eight students to
their school overturned after its
driver applied brakes at high
speed while negotiating a sharp
bend in Vasundhara’s Sector
17 on Wednesday morning.
The accident has revived the
issue of safety of students
travelling in “illegal” vans.
While 10-year-old Anaye
Baliyan, a resident of Rishabh
Cloud 9 highrise in
Indirapuram, suffered serious
head injuries in the accident
and had to be admitted to Fortis
hospital in Noida, the other
three — Eti Baliyan (younger
sister of Anaye), Akshat (8)

and Devik (12) — escaped
with minor injuries, police said.
The accident occurred around
8 am. Police said the van,
carrying the eight students of
Bal Bharti school in Surya
Nagar, was travelling at a
speed of 80km and its driver
lost control over the vehicle
when he suddenly applied
brakes at a sharp bend near
Konark housing society in
Sector 17, leading to the
accident. “We got information
around 8.15 am from some
locals and a team reached the
spot within 10 minutes. We
took the children to a nearby
private hospital for medical
attention. But Anaye was
referred to Fortis hospital.

to two-minute silence in their
office commemorating the
dead jawans. Sukhveer
Pahalwan, who has been on
a sit-in protest at authority
office over land
compensation issues of
farmers along with
supporters, also took a break
from the protest to prayer for
the departed souls. “All the
farmers present outside the
Noida Authority office paid
tribute to the young martyrs
who were killed in the
Kashmir attack. We did a
havan for their soul’s peace
and kept a two-minute silence
as a mark of respect to them.

BSP man held for
trying to honey-trap
former minister

GREATER NOIDA: A
district BSP functionary and a
woman accomplice were
arrested on Friday for allegedly
attempting to honey-trap his
party’s former PWD minister.
Police said Updesh Nagar, the
district vice-president of BSP,
and the woman were tracked
down near Bisrakh around 20
days after an FIR for extortion
and criminal intimidation was
filed against them, following a
complaint by Kartar Singh
Nagar who served as
Mayawati’s PWD minister
from 2007 to 2012. In his
complaint, Kartar has alleged
that the woman would call him
up on WhatsApp and insist on
a personal meeting.

Student fails to show FIR against ‘fake’ Pulwama post, suspended

GREATER NOIDA: A
Kashmiri student of I[IMT
college in Greater Noida, who
has been accused of putting up
a Facebook post that appeared
to justify the Pulwama attack,
has been suspended by the
institute after he failed to
produce a copy of the FIR in
which he claimed that the social
media post was fake. The
Facebook post had been
uploaded on Friday from an
account created under the
name of “Eshfaq Khawaja”.
The personal information
section of the account
described “Khawaja” as an
MBA student at IMT group of
colleges and a former student
of Government College in

Kashmir’s Baramulla. IIMT,
though, has an MBA student by
the name Ishfaq Khoja, who is
from Kupwara. He has claimed
the Facebook post had been
uploaded with an intention to
malign him and has lodged an
FIR at Kralpora police station.
The post not only created a
flutter on social media, but also
on the streets as students took
out a march. In a statement
issued on Sunday, the [IMT
management said Ishfaq had
been directed to lodge the FIR
since he is in Kupwara at the
moment and share a copy with
the institute. “You have failed
to submit a copy of the FIR in
support of your statement. In
view of the afore-said, the

above is an anti-national act, is
serious and gross misconduct,
which is intolerable by [IMT
group of colleges, therefore you
are being suspended from the
college with immediate effect
(ie 16-2-2019) till further order,”
reads the order. The college has
constituted a four-member
committee led by the deputy
chief proctor. It has directed
Ishfaq to appear before it within
seven days and provide
“supportive evidence before
HOD MBA”. Sanjay Pachauri,
chiefproctor of IMT college,
said the student had repeatedly
claimed before the authorities
that the account through which
the post had been uploaded was
fake.
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2 cause technical glitch at
Ghaziabad ATM, steal Rs 10,000

GHAZIABAD: Two youths
have been booked for
allegedly damaging the ATM
of a public sector bank and
fraudulently withdrawing
around Rs 10,000 from it in
Raj Nagar. In a unique modus
operandi, the accused, who
are yet to be identified, used
an Axis Bank debit card at
Dena Bank’s Raj Nagar
branch around 2pm on
Saturday to withdraw Rs
10,000, the maximum amount
permitted. Instead of taking all
the money, they left a few
currency notes in the cash
dispenser. Then, they cut off

Man found hanging,
kin allege murder

Ghaziabad: A 35-year-old
waiter with a catering
company was found hanging
inside his room in Vijay
Nagar’s Siddharth Vihar
area on Tuesday morning.
His body had several injury
marks and his face was burnt
with acid. The victim Jitendra
Singh’s family suspects the
role of their neighbours — a
man and his mother — in the
man’s death. Jitendra’s
family said on Monday
evening, he had an argument
with their neighbours. The
family on Tuesday filed a
complaint against the
neighbours at Vijay Nagar
police station.

the power supply to the ATM
and switched it on. Dena
Bank’s Kavi Nagar branch
manager Shagun Sharma,
who also heads the Raj Nagar
branch, said this caused some
technical glitches in the ATM.
As a result, despite the
withdrawal of the money, the
amount was not deducted
from that particular account.
The accused then left with the
cash. The accused won’t be
able to evade police for a long
time as we have the account
details too,” said Baljeet Singh,
in-charge of Ghaziabad cyber
cell.

2 drug peddlers, 4
bootleggers arrested
by Ghaziabad police

GHAZIABAD: Two drug
peddlers and four bootleggers
have been arrested in UP's
Ghaziabad district in separate
incidents during the past 24
hours, police said Sunday. A
police team from Loni police
station area arrested Ibrahim
from Chand Masjid of
Mustafabad colony with 1.5kg
of Alprazolam powder, mainly
used to depress central nervous
system functions, on Saturday,
DIG Upendra Agarwal said.
Another drug peddler Rahul
was nabbed by police with 170
pouches of ganja from Vijay
Nagar area of GZB city, he said.

Two of realty firm
booked for cheating

GHAZIABAD: Two senior
officials of a prominent real-
estate company have been
booked under the Uttar
Pradesh Gangsters and Anti-
Social Activities (Prevention)
Act for allegedly cheating
several consumers on the
pretext of selling them plots in
different projects. The official
have been identified as Sanjeev
Srivastava and Rajeev
Srivastava, both residents of
Sector 33. The FIR was
registered under sections 2 and
3 of the Gangster Act at Vijay
Nagar police station on

16-year-old girl walking to school crushed by truck

GHAZIABAD: A 16-year-old
girl was crushed to death by a
truck in Sahibabad when she
was walking to catch an
autorickshaw to school on
Saturday morning. The girl,
Rakhi, was a resident of
Panchsheel Colony in
Sahibabad. The accident
happened around 7am. Family
members of the girl and local
residents blocked the
Bhopura-Loni road for three
hours, demanding immediate
arrest of the driver and helper.
When police tried to control the
situation, the protesters turned
violent and pelted the cops
with stones. Many of the 40-
odd cops deployed to diffuse

the situation were injured. The
girl’s family started a protest
around 7.30am and continued
for around three hours. The
protest was lifted after the Loni
tehsildar assured the girl’s
family that the truck driver
would be arrested soon. Police
said Rakhi, a student of Class
IX, was going to her school in
Delhi when the accident
happened. “She was walking
along with two of her friends
to an auto-rickshaw stand
when a truck, overloaded with
sand and coming from Loni,
crushed her under the
wheels. The driver and helper
fled the spot, leaving behind
the vehicle,” a police officer

GDA taps farmers with land-bank formula

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) is all set to
give precedence to land pooling
over land acquisition, after the
UP cabinet recently gave its
approval for the same. The
land pooling policy has already
been employed by states like
Maharashtra and Gujarat to
give fillip to urban
infrastructure without land
acquisition hurdles. Under the
policy, officials said, GDA will
exhort farmers to contribute
land to create a pool which the
development agency would use
for infrastructure development.
And subsequently, it would
return some 40% of the
redeveloped land to the original

owners after appropriating
costs of infrastructure and
public/shared spaces. “After
going through the nuances of
the land pooling policy, the UP
cabinet has given its approval
to adopt it across the state. We
will also start implementing the
policy in Ghaziabad to develop
urban infrastructure, including
housing, to cater to the needs
of growing urbanisation,”
Kanchan Verma, vice-
chairperson, GDA, told TBC
on Wednesday. The policy has
been introduced as land
acquisition is proving to be a
costly proposition and a time-
consuming process, she said.
“The policy will spare
development authorities and

the government from investing
huge amount of money for land
acquisition,” Verma added. As
per this policy, GDA will utilise
40% of land from the pool in
developing basic amenities like
roads, drainage, parks,
hospitals, schools etc, officials
said. “The other 40% of the
developed land will be returned
to the farmers or owners in the
ratio contributed in the pool after
appropriating costs of
infrastructure and public/shared
spaces. The remaining 20% of
the developed land will be sold
off,” said Verma. The adoption
of the policy was also
necessitated after land acquisition
hurdles has stalled over 350
infrastructure projects in the state.

said. Rakhi’s father Girish
Prasad, who works as a
daily-wage labourer in a
private factory, said: “I
wanted to give a better life and
education to my children. So,
I shifted here and had been
working hard for it. Rakhi
wanted to become a lawyer,
but all her dreams have now
been shattered.” The family,
originally from Bihar, has
been living in Ghaziabad for
the past 20 years. Devender
Kumar, a resident of
Panchsheel Colony, said that
a month ago, the district
administration had removed a
divider separating the main
road from their colony.

February 10 on a complaint by
SHO (Vijay Nagar)
Shayamveer Singh. The case
is being investigated by SHO
(Kotwali) Jai Karan Singh. In
the complaint, it has been
mentioned that the two used
fake documents to sell a flat
to multiple people and later
threatened them when they
demanded their money back.
The FIR under the Gangster
Act was registered against the
duo after senior police officers
and Ghaziabad district
magistrate Ritu Maheshwari
gave their approval.

3 killed on NH-9,
student on bike
injured in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: In two
separate accidents, three
persons were killed while a
student was seriously injured
in Indirapuram and Tronica
City, respectively. The first
accident occurred around
3.30am on Tuesday on NH-9
near Kala Pathar junction in
Indirapuram, in which a
speeding truck crushed three
people under its wheels. The
driver escaped with the
vehicle. The three who were
killed were identified as
Avinash (22), Ankit (16) and
Parvez (23), all residents of
Khoda colony.

Toy trains to musical shows:
Hindon riverfront to get facelift

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) is planning
to develop a riverfront along
the banks of the Hindon in the
city forest area. The
development agency will
shortly appoint a consultant,
possibly from Jamia Millia
Islamia or an IIT to prepare a
detailed project report. The
plan will be executed after
that. “We are planning to
develop the Hindon riverfront
in the city forest area on the
lines of the Gomati riverfront.
We will soon be appointing
consultants for the job,” said
Kanchan Verma, vice-
chairperson at the GDA. “The

scale of the Hindon riverfront
will not be as large as the
Gomati riverfront but we are
planning to develop it between
a2km and 4km stretch” added
Verma. The city forest area,
which is spread in an area of
150 acres along the Hindon
river, is considered
Ghaziabad’s green lungs and
is visited by thousands of
residents every day. The GDA
has been trying for long to
introduce new themes, which
include sound and light show
and musical water fountain.
Apart from the riverfront, the
GDA has also planned to
introduce toy trains in the city
forest area.
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DFRC cracks whip on private schools for arbitrarily hiking fees

Ghaziabad: The District Fee
Regulation Committee
(DFRC) constituted under the
provisions of UP self financed
independent schools fixation
fee Act 2018 took up
complaint of arbitrarily hiking
fees against 14 schools. While
one private school have been
ordered to either adjust or
refund excess fee it charged
during academic session 2018-
19, eleven schools have been
asked to submit required
documents with the committee
failing which penalty under the
provisions of the act will be
imposed on them. “It was
found by the committee that
Amity International School in

Vasundhara’s sector 1 have
hiked fee which was not in
consonance with the provisions
of UP self financed
independent schools fixation
fee Act 2018 , so the school
have been asked to either
refund or adjust excess fee it
charged from students in the
academic year 2018-19” said
Ritu Maheshwari, district
magistrate who also happens
to be the chairperson of
DFRC. “The refund or
adjustment of excess fee will
be between Rs 968 to Rs 2669
per students from standard 1
to 10” added Maeshwari. The
said school meanwhile
confirmed that they have

2 ask woman to roll down

car window,

GREATER NOIDA: A
woman was shot at twice
outside her home in Sector 23
by bike-borne assailants who
apparently tried to snatch her
car and other valuables. The
bullets missed the woman.
Police are examining CCTV
footage to track the
assailants. The incident
occurred around 10.30am
when Mary (45), a private
firm employee, was driving
towards a church. The two
assailants stopped her and
asked her to roll down the
window. When she didn’t,
they shot at the windshield
twice. The bullets damaged

shoot at her

the vehicle but the woman
remained unhurt. Thomas K
Pathrose, Mary’s brother, said
local residents came out of
their house after hearing the
gunshots and prompted the
attackers to flee. “She had
just got into the car to reach
the church when the two
bikers wearing helmets asked
her to roll down the glass.
Instead, she locked the
vehicle. This made them angry
and they shot twice at the
window,” he said. Mary
works at a private firm in
Noida. She lodged a
complaint with police. “We
got a call around 10.45pm.

received DFRC’s order. “The
committee’s order have been
received by the school and the
matter is being looked into”
said Dr Savita Mehta, vice
president, corporate
communications, Amity
International School. Apart
from this there are 11 schools
to which the DFRC has asked
to submit documents pertaining
to fee hike within stipulated
time. On January 10 the DFRC
had imposed a fine of Rs 1 lakh
each on city’s three schools
the DPS Indirapuram, Sun
Valley International School,
Vaishali and Seth Anandram
Jaipuria School, Sector 14,
Vasundhara. These schools

were also barred from hiking
fee in the next academic
session. “These schools have
not complied with the DFRC
order under which they were
given time till 10 February so
the committee has now given
them time till 19 February to
ensure compliance” said
Shivani Jain, President, All
School Parents Association
who is also a member of
DFRC. “If the schools fail to
comply by 19 February
exercising powers vested in
the committee the penalty will
be hiked to Rs 5 lakh which
could also extend to de-
affiliation of schools” added
Jain.

Aspiring cop ends life,
father finds suicide note

NOIDA: A20-year-old woman
allegedly committed suicide by
hanging herself with a dupatta
from a ceiling fan in her house
in Sector 44 on Saturday
morning. Police said the body of
Preeti Gautam, who had
recently appeared for the UP
police exams, was found lying
on the floor, along with the fan
from which she apparently hung
herself. Her father has handed
over a suicide note to cops. The
woman had been staying in
rented accommodation along
with her uncle and aunt for the
past few months, but the latter
had returned to Hardoi, their
native place, about a month

back. “The woman’s aunt was
expecting a child and has
recently given birth to a daughter.
The couple were hence in
Hardoi and she was staying
alone in Salarpur area,” said sub-
inspector Vineet Kumar of
Sector 39 police station. Police
said that it was Preeti’s landlord
who first spotted her hanging
from the window. “He informed
her parents first who had already
arrived from Hardoi by the time
police reached the spot,” Kumar
said. Interestingly, it was the
woman’s father who recovered
asuicide note from the bed near
her body and handed it over to
police.

GMC for on-the-spot-bio-remediation of waste at Pratap Vihar land fill site

GHAZIABAD: The NGT
committee on solid waste
management’s deadline to shift
Pratap Vihar landfill site ended
on Friday but Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation has still
not lifted even an ounce of
waste from the site. The
committee general secretary
said that Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation(GMC) has written
a letter to them seeking
permission for on-the-spot-bio-
remediation of thousands of
tons of waste since shifting
would take months. “It is not
possible to shift thousands of
tons of waste from Pratap
Vihar landfill site so we have
offered a solution to the
committee under which we

have suggested that to dispose
of such a huge quantity of
waste we must go for on-the-
spot-bio-remediation” said CP
Singh, municipal commissioner,
GMC. The committee’s
general secretary Rajendera
Singh confirmed that they have
areceived a letter from GMC
in this regard. “We had clearly
instructed GMC to shift Pratap
Vihar landfill site to designated
spot by 15 February but that
has obviously not been done”
said Rajendera Singh, general
secretary, NGT committee on
SWM. “In regards to letter
sent by GMC suggesting on-
the-spot-bio-remediation the
matter will be taken up in
committee’s on 22nd or 23rd

February” added Singh.
Municipal commissioner CP
Singh meanwhile said that the
Pratap Vihar land fill site is
spread in an area of 13 acres
where city’s civic waste is
being dumped for the last ten
years. “Even before the
committee’s order we had
contemplated going for on-the-
spot-bio-remediation to dispose
of tons of accumulated waste
and so we got DPR made by
All India Institute of Local Self-
Government which estimated
the cost to Rs 60 crore” said
Singh. “We had to shelve the
plan as it was too expensive”
added Singh. So now it is left
to UP Housing Board to set up
on-the-spot-bio-remediation

plant. “The NGT committee
had earlier through divisional
commissioner had directed UP
Housing Board to take up the
work and now it is for them to
set up on-the-spot-bio-
remediation plant at Ptarap
Vihar landfill site” added
Singh. The NGT committee in
December last year had
ordered GMC to stop
dumping waste at Pratap
Vihar landfill site by 31
December but GMC had
sought extension from the
committee. The committee
which met in January
extended the deadline to 15
January and also directed
GMC to relocate Pratap Vihar
dumping site by 15 February.
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Armed men abduct tanker
driver, flee with vehicle

NEW DELHI: Robbers fled
with a water-laden tanker in
South Extension on Friday after
holding the driver captive on
Ring Road. He was kidnapped
and driven around before being
thrown out of another vehicle
near Loni in Ghaziabad. The
police teams are yet to find any
clue about the missing vehicle.
Cops said that the incident
happened when a private water
tanker bound for Sarojini
Nagar was intercepted by a
white Maruti Swift car. The
tanker driver, Ramshankar
Sahu (29), told cops that he
was coming from Okhla and

Four fee meets
called off, parents
pin hope on Sth

NOIDA: The district fee
regulation committee (DFRC)
of Gautam Budh Nagar has
scheduled a meeting on Tuesday
to discuss complaints raised by
parents against arbitrary fee
hike by private schools. The
meeting has finally been
scheduled after the DRFC had
to cancel four such sessions in
a month because of the
unavailability of senior
administrative officials, who are
at the helm of the committee.
The parents have been
demanding that all schools
disclose their fee structure on
their website, starting from 2016.

had reached the underpass
when a white car intercepted
him. Then, a man came out of
the car and held Sahu’s face
through the tanker’s window.
“He started arguing with me
about the way [ was driving and
then shoved me into the cabin.
He pulled out the tanker’s key
and then three more men
entered it. They covered me
with a quilt,” Sahu said in his
statement to the cops. One of
the robbers then sat on Sahu’s
chest while the other held his
leg, covering him with the quilt
so that he could not see where
they were taking him.

Trader robbed of Rs
4 lakh, cops suspect
blue Baleno gang

NOIDA: A dairy owner was
allegedly robbed of Rs 4 lakh
and a gold bracelet by two car-
borne assailants at gunpoint in
Sector 33. Rajpal Bhati had
withdrawn the money from an
OBC bank branch in Sector 35
when the accused came in an
110 and attacked him. A resident
of Sector 34, Rajpal said one of
his helpers was in the car with
him when he was attacked.
“Suddenly, an 110 arrived and
one of the assailants took me at
gunpoint. They snatched away
the bag containing the cash and
forced me to hand over my gold
bracelet,” Rajpal said.

Student jumps out of moving auto to
escape sexual assault in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 19-year-old
girl, who was on her way to
write her Class X UP board
exams, jumped out of an auto-
rickshaw moving at 40-50kmph
on Wednesday morning when
the driver allegedly tried to
molest her. The girl, daughter of
adaily wage labourer and Vijay
Nagar resident, suffered injuries
to the face, head and hands and
has been admitted to a private
hospital in the city. The girl is
likely to miss her remaining test
papers, doctors at the hospital
fear. The auto driver has been
identified as Umesh, a resident
of Ghukhna. He has been

Installing 695 girders on pillars: Why
Ghaziabad metro took over 4 years

GHAZIABAD: Commuters
from Delhi’s Dilshad Garden can
soon enjoy a seamless journey to
Ghaziabad injust 16 minutes with
the launch of the Dilshad Garden-
New Bus Adda corridor. The
corridor awaits inauguration,
whichaccordingto GDA officials
and the administration, is likely to
take place any day after February
25. According to a 2014 detailed
project report (DPR), daily
ridership on the 9.63km corridor
is expected to be 1.2 lakh. The
New Bus Addais likely to be the
busiest station, with a footfall of
50,000 passengers daily. Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation

(DMRC), which builtthe corridor,
has declared it is complete. The
corridor is an extension of the
Rithala-Dilshad Garden Red
Line. It has eight stations —
Shahid Nagar, Raj Bagh,
Rajendra Nagar, Shyam Park,
Mohan Nagar, Arthala, Hindon
River Station and New Bus Adda
— all on elevated platforms at
an average height of 13.5m
above ground level. Anuj Dayal,
DMRC executive director
(corporate communications),
said atotal of 35 six-coach trains
will run on the entire 35.72km
Red Line. “During peak hours,
trains will be available at every

Hi-tech township policy: UP chief secretary
seeks clarity on unacquired land

GHAZIABAD: Four children
were injured, one of them
seriously, when a van ferrying
a group of eight students to their
school overturned after its
driver applied brakes at high
speed while negotiating a sharp
bend in Vasundhara’s Sector 17
on Wednesday morning. The
accident has revived the issue
of safety of students travelling
in “illegal” vans. While 10-year-
old Anaye Baliyan, a resident
of Rishabh Cloud 9 highrise in
Indirapuram, suffered serious
head injuries in the accident and
had to be admitted to Fortis
hospital in Noida, the other three
Eti Baliyan (younger sister of

Anaye), Akshat (8) and Devik
(12) escaped with minor
injuries, police said. The
accident occurred around 8 am.
Police said the van, carrying the
eight students of Bal Bharti
school in Surya Nagar, was
travelling at a speed of 80km
and its driver lost control over
the vehicle when he suddenly
applied brakes at a sharp bend
near Konark housing society in
Sector 17, leading to the
accident. “We got information
around 8.15 am from some
locals and a team reached the
spot within 10 minutes. We
took the children to a nearby
private hospital for medical

attention. But Anaye was
referred to Fortis hospital.
Later, we informed their
parents and the school
management,” said Nazeer
Ali, SHO of Indirapuram police
station. Bal Bharti school,
however, shrugged off its
responsibility by saying that the
van was hired by parents of the
children living nearby. Our
officials visited Vasundhara
hospital after we got the
information about the accident.
However, we can’t take any
action against the van driver as
the facility was neither
provided by the school nor the
accused was on our payroll.

6 minutes and 12 seconds on the
Dilshad Garden-New Bus Adda
route. It will take commuters
about 16 minutes to go from
Dilshad Garden to New Bus
Adda and 57 minutes on the
entire line,” Dayal said.
Normally, commuting from
Dilshad Garden to New Bus
Adda takes roughly an hour by
road due to traffic congestion.
Taking about the challenges
DMRC faced during the
construction of the corridor,
Dayal said constant traffic on
the busy GT Road gave them
very little time to carry out work
on the stretch.

arrested on a complaint by the
girl’s father. An FIR was lodged
against him under sections 354
(molestation) and 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others) of the
IPC on Thursday morning. “My
daughter left home around 7am
on Wednesday for her exam
centre in Kotwali area. She took
an auto-rickshaw from Vijay
Nagar and got down at
Jassipura. From there, she took
another auto to go towards
Kotwali. No sooner did she sit
inside, the driver turned the
vehicle in the opposite direction
and sped.

Complaint against
J&K student after
Pulwama post, he
says account fake

NOIDA: A Facebook post on
the Pulwama attack, allegedly
posted from a fake account
with a name similar to that of
a Kashmiri student at a
Greater Noida college
(IIMT), led to a police
complaint being filed against
the student, protests online
and anger on the campus.
Twitter users flagged the post,
which they denounced as a
justification of the terror
attack on a CRPF convoy that
killed 40 jawans earlier this
week, and asked police to
take action.

3 TV journalists honey-trap GMC official,
demand Rs 15 lakh, one arrested

GHAZIABAD: Having
reported on honey trap cases
and knowing well that most
victims succumb to extortion
demands, three journalists of a
local news channel allegedly
trapped a Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation (GMC) official
with their woman accomplice
and demanded Rs 15 lakh from
him for not making their
“objectionable” videos public.
Police laid a trap and arrested
one of the journalists, Rakesh
Chauhan, near Kavi Nagar D
Block on Thursday. Four other
accused Imran Khan, editor
of'the Hindi news channel, his
nephew Nimmo, TV journalist
Navneet, and the woman are,

however, on the run. They
have been booked under IPC
Section 386 (extortion) at
Kavi Nagar police station.
Rakesh was arrested after the
GMC official, a head clerk,
lodged a complaint at Kavi
Nagar police station against
the five people — but that
after paying them Rs 55,000
in two instalments. Of the
extortion money, Rs 30,000
have been recovered from
Rakesh’s house in Shastri
Nagar. In the complaint, the
GMC official said that
Rakesh had called him some
15 days back and sought his
help in getting the woman a
job in the corporation.
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