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Removing Arthala lake
squatters not easy: DM

GHAZIABAD: The
administration has started
an effort to remove
encroachments from
Arthala lake, but the task is
not easy as these are
residential houses, district
magistrate Ritu
Maheshwari said on
Thursday. Last month, the
National Green Tribunal had
directed the district
administration to remove all
encroachments around
Arthala lake within three
months. “The
encroachments around the
waterbodies and
specifically around Arthla
are houses where people
stay. So, while the

encroachers have been
identified, evacuating these
settlements is not an easy
task. It will take time,”
Maheshwari said. However,
the environmentalists who
have taken up the cause of
the conservation of
waterbodies stated that
there is no sign of people
leaving. “We have recently
seen a transformer being
installed near the slums on
the fringes of Arthala. If the
authorities are going to
remove these encroachers,
then why a fresh initiative
being made to help these
people settle?” asked
Akash Vashishtha from
Spenbio an, NGO.
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The right and healthy

way to start a life

The largest number of malnourished children in the world
call India their home. It is a country that fares rather
poorly on many nutrition indicators. There are 19.8 million
children in India, under the age of 6, who are
undernourished. It is a well-known fact that the foundation
of a healthy life is laid in the first six years. Hence, a
healthy start from the moment of conception is needed,
for both mother and child, comprising access to proper
healthcare, nutrition and early childhood care. This results,
subsequently, in sound physical, emotional and cognitive
growth of a child. However, for millions of children in
this country, starting healthy is but a distant dream.
Irreversible damage can be caused by this—be it loss of
thinking abilities; underdeveloped motor skills, speech and
physical growth; lack of concentration and inability to
interact with other children not to mention reduced growth,
lower immunity levels, higher morbidity rates and overall
poor development. The inter-generational cycle of health
starts with a healthy mother. It therefore follows that an
undernourished mother will give birth to an undernourished
child. The right start to life is fuelled by a system ensuring
wholesome nutritive care for the pregnant and lactating
mother, which then gets extended to the child.

But unfortunately, a close look at some important
indicators sums up the reality on the ground. More than
half (53.9%) of our girls within 15-19 years have low
body mass index (BMI); more than one-fourth (26.8%)
of the women within the age group of 20-24 are married
before they reach 18; only one in every five mothers
(21%) has full ante-natal care; one in every two pregnant
women (50.3%) within the age-group of 15-49 is anaemic;
and only one-third (30%) of the mothers consume iron
and folic supplement during pregnancy. In order to
emphasize the importance of a right and healthy start to
the lives of children, the Union government runs an
extensive public health system network under the
Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS). This
scheme addresses the needs related to health, nutrition
and proper development of children in this age group,
pregnant women and mothers who are nursing their young.
However, despite sustained efforts, [CDS has not been
significantly able to improve the nutritional statistics for
the country. According to data revealed by the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS-IV), 38% of children under
the age of 5 are stunted (not attaining age-appropriate
height), 21% suffer from wasting (not attaining age-
appropriate weight), 36% are underweight and the total
immunization coverage in the country is at a poor 62%.

Further analysis shows a grim picture: only one in four
children receives a proper health check from a doctor or
other health personnel within two days of birth; only two in
five children under the age of 3 are breastfed within an hour
of birth; a little more than half of the children (54.9%) under
the age of 6 months are exclusively breastfed; and most
alarmingly, only one among every 10 children (9.6%) within
the age-group of 6-23 months receives an adequate diet. To
cut a long story short, what is needed is a holistic drive to
overcome the socio-cultural barriers and systemic hurdles
to improve the health and nutrition outcomes of our children

and women. -By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Ghaziabad: Chased robbers fire back,
bullet hits man waiting at bus stop with son

GHAZIABAD: Abullet fired
by bike-borne phone snatchers
being chased by people hit a
35-year-old man who had
come to drop his six-year-old
son to the bus stop in
Ghaziabad on Thursday.
Virender Kumar, an IT
engineer with a software firm
in Sector 62 of Noida, was hit
barely a couple of minutes after
he had walked with his son, a
Class I student of Silverline
Prestige School in Ghaziabad,
to the bus stop near Gandhi
Nagar Crossing around
7.30am. Virender, who was hit
near the midriff, has been
admitted to Yashoda Hospital
in Nehru Nagar. The two bike-
borne youths, riding a white
Apache bike, had entered
Gandhi  Nagar from
Chaudhary Mod side after

snatching the mobile phone of
a student who was on his way
to fetch milk. The student,
Gagan, gave the bikers a chase
and shouted for help, prompting
people along the road to join
him in the hot pursuit. “Barely
a few metres ahead, another
person who was alerted by the
shouts of help spread out his
arms and stood right in the
middle of the road in an attempt
to stop the bikers from
escaping. Johny, the man who
stood there, kicked at the bike
when the snatchers tried to
skirt him. The bike lost balance
for a few seconds but did not
skid. The man riding pillion then
whipped out a gun and fired at
Johnny, who ducked. The
bullet hit Virender at the bus
stop,” said SSI Jagmendra
Kashyap. Sources said

Baba accused of rape by
woman held in Ghaziabad

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police
has arrested astrologer Ashu
Bhai accused of raping a
woman and her minor daughter
at his ashram in Hauz Khas.
Sources said he was caught
from an apartment in Raj
Nagar Extension. He was
initially detained and placed
under formal arrest only late
at night as the statements of
the victims were still being
analysed. Cops were also
waiting for the medical reports
of the victims. Ashu was
tracked down to Ajnara
Apartments by a team from the
Shahdara district on Thursday
morning. He was found staying

with his son Samar, also an
accused in the case. Both
were handed over to Crime
Branch of Delhi Police. Ashu
has claimed of being framed
by the victim. Sources said
Ashu had fled to Ghaziabad
four days ago after the FIR of
rape and under POCSO Act
was registered against him and
his son. The house in which he
was staying belongs to one
AKkil, a family friend. His wife
had also shifted there. Police
are likely to detain Ashu's
manager, Ravi Shankar, and his
son's friend, Saurabh, for
allegedly raping the woman at
the Rohini ashram.

Virender did not realise he had
been hit until he saw his shirt
drenched in blood. “Virender
was waiting for his son’s
school bus. He heard only one
gunshot. A few seconds later,
as the chaos on the road
subsided, he felt a sharp pain
near his left midriff and noticed
that his shirt was drenched in
blood. Passersby gathered and
helped his son board the school
bus, which had arrived. Then,
they took him to the hospital,”
Virender’s colleague,
Amarnath Shukla, said.
Virender’s wife Manyata, a
teacher in a private school in
Pratap Vihar, was informed
after the engineer was taken
to the hospital. “The bullet
grazed through the left midriff
of the patient, but there were
some shards in the body.

Fever clinic set up
as viral infection
cases see spike

NOIDA: Hospitals across the
city are reporting hundreds of
viral fever cases on a daily
basis. While there has been a
dip in vector-borne diseases
like dengue, chikungunya and
malaria this year, most patients
visiting hospital OPDs have
complained of high fever and
cough. The district hospital,
which has an OPD footfall of
over 3,000 people daily, has set
up a separate fever clinic to
tend to only fever patients. Dr
Ajai Agrawal, chief medical
superintendent (CMS), district
hospital, said about 50% of the
OPD patients coming there are
reporting viral fever.

‘China cut’ in Sector 18 to be partially closed from 12 Sep

NOIDA: In yet another
diversion plan, the traffic police
is all set to partially close the
‘China cut’ near the busy
Sector 18 metro station,
preventing commuters from
crossing over to Atta market
from Sector 18 market and
vice-versa. The plan, which
was discussed multiple times,
has been repeatedly opposed
by the Sector 18 market
association. However, from
late Tuesday night, the traffic
police will install a barrier at
the China cut so that the

commuters who want to travel
between Atta market and
Sector 18 market directly, will
not be able to do so. Those
travelling to Sector 18 market
from sectors 19, 20, 27
onwards will have to take a
right turn at the China cut,
which will be half-open. They
will have to travel about a few
metres ahead of the China cut
and enter the Sector 18 market
from the cut ahead of the
Himalaya outlet. Similarly,
those exiting the Sector 18
market from the China cut and

who want to travel to the Atta
market, will have to travel till
the Atta Peer intersection from
where they can continue
travelling towards the Atta
market. While the traffic
police have said that it has
decided to install jersey
barriers in a way that the
commuters are unable to cross
between the two markets
directly, the plan is not free
from hurdles as a half-open
cut will invite complaints from
commuters who are used to
travelling straight.
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Not acquired for 8 years, Hi-tech
city land may be denotified

GHAZIABAD: More than
eight years after it had
earmarked nearly 8,700 acres
of land across 18 villages
along NH-24 for the
development of a Hi-tech
township, the government is
planning to denotify land that
has not yet been acquired by
designated developers for the
project in Ghaziabad. Under
the Hi-tech Township Policy of
2003, the then Mayawati
government had notified 8,686
acres of farm land between
2009 and 2010 for the
construction of two lakh
residential units to meet the
city’s housing demands.
However, the two private

29 builders get
notice on lift upkeep,
7 days to reply

NOIDA: Taking cognisance of
recurrent complaints from
residents over faults in lifts and
their lack of maintenance in
highrise apartments by builders
or their maintenance staff,
Noida Authority on Tuesday
issued guidelines (as per UP
Apartment Act, 2010) on lift
maintenance to be followed by
builders and Apartment Owners
Association (AOA) wherever
applicable. The Actprovides for
maintenance, repair or
replacement of common areas
and facilities, utilities, equipment
and machinery (including lifts).
Builders have seven days to
submit their AMCs on lift
maintenance with the authority.

developers which won the bid
for the project have acquired
barely 50% of the notified land
till date. Confirming the
development, Ghaziabad
Development Authority
(GDA) secretary Santosh Rai
told TBC on Wednesday, “The
state government has sought
from us the details of the
project that is being developed
under Hi-tech Township
Policy. We are in the process
of preparing a report.” “After
getting our report, the state
government is the one that will
take a call on whether to
denotify the unacquired land.
A meeting is also likely to take
place in Lucknow on Thursday.

Art to adorn
underpass at NTPC

NOIDA: The National
Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC) underpass will be
opened for public on October
2, providing a much-needed
respite from traffic jams in the
neighbourhood. Kalpavriksha
paintings will also adorn the
underpass on both sides and
the artworks have already
started. Kalpavriksha is
believed to be a wishing tree
in Hindu mythology. This will
also be the first underpass in
Noida to reflect artwork and
wall paintings on a 90-metre
stretch on each side. The
underpass is located on the
crossing of Sector 25A, Sector
24, 33A, Sector 22 began in
2015.

Man keeps 9-year-old chained
on suspicion of theft, arrested

GHAZIABAD: A 26-year-old
helper at a doctor’s clinic has
been arrested for keeping a
nine-year-old boy chained on
the suspicion of stealing a pair
of slippers on Tuesday. Asif, a
resident of Masuri in
Ghaziabad, was arrested after
a picture of the boy in chains,
with a lock dangling from the
end, was circulated on social
media. Cases have been
registered against both Asif and
the private practitioner who ran
the clinic, Navneet Malhotra,
in Rajnagar. The doctor is
absconding. Sources said
police had been tipped-off on
Tuesday evening about a boy
being chained at the clinic for

SC allots Rs 21 crore for unfinished Unitech projects

NEW DELHI: Before the din
caused by a crowd of lawyers
in matters relating to Unitech’s
unfinished housing projects, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
noticed the swing of
homebuyers’ preference from
refund to flats and allotted Rs
21 crore to enable the builder
to complete five projects in
Gurgaon, Mohali, Greater
Noida and Noida. A bench of
CJI Dipak Misra and Justices
A M Khanwilkar and D Y
Chandrachud accepted the
suggestion of the Justice SN
Dhingra Committee and
allotted Rs 21 crore to the
Unitech escrow account to
enable the builder to complete
514 flats and allot them to
homebuyers in ‘Vistas’

Tax defaulters to face music as

Noida plans to

NOIDA: Going tough against
property tax and power bill
defaulters, the authorities have
adopted a unique method to
recover dues. The district
administration is embarrassing
the defaulters by beating drums
outside the premises of their
offices or residential or
commercial properties and
posting the videos of the same
on social media. Keshav Kumar,
additional district magistrate
(finance), Gautam Budh Nagar,
said there are around 700
defaulters who owe Rs 220 crore

‘shame’ them

to the districtadministration. “We
usually issue notices to them.
However, many of them just
don’trespond to the notices. So
we have revived the drum-
beating method along with with
the circulation of videos on social
media,” he said. Apart from
applying the drum-beating
method and putting the videos on
social media sites like Facebook
and WhatsApp, the
administration has also started
pasting stickers on boards at
public places, which carries the
names of the defaulters.

Gurgaon, ‘Unihomes’ Mohali,
‘Horizon’ and ‘Verve’ in
Greater Noida and ‘Unihomes’
in Noida. “The allocation of
funds and construction in the
aforesaid projects should be
monitored by Justice Dhingra
Committee. Construction
should be done strictly within
the timeline agreed to and
mentioned by Unitech before
the committee with regard to
these projects,” the bench said.
The court was informed by
amicus curiae Pawanshree
Agrawal that Unitech’s
Kolkata property was
auctioned for Rs 116.95 crore
and that Rs 28.89 crore was
deposited by purchaser with
the promise to pay the balance
within a week. Appearing for

Youth ‘poisoned to
death’ by GF in Noida

NOIDA: A 21-year old youth
was found dead under
mysterious circumstances near
Sector 15 metro station on
Friday. The victim was later
identified as Anshul, a resident
of Etawah district. He lived at
his maternal uncle’s place in
Auraiya where he studied for
BSc first year. On Monday, his
family members approached
Sector 20 police station, alleging
Anshul was lured by a girl for
marriage and poisoned to death
in Noida. His mother Rupa Devi
said Anshul was a BSc first year
student in a college in Auraiya.

Unitech, senior advocate Ranjit
Kumar and counsel Gaurav
Bhatia repeatedly requested
the court to consider the bail
pleas of Unitech MD Sanjay
Chandra and his brother, who
have been in prison for the last
14 months. The bench said it
would consider the bail pleas
once the money came in.
Kumar told the court that
Unitech had already deposited
Rs 125 crore in the court, the
auction would fetch another
Rs 116 crore and with Greater
Noida being asked to deposit
Unitech’s Rs 67 crore with the
SC, the total amount exceeded
Rs 300 crore and time had
come for the court to consider
the bail plea of the two brothers
who are directors in Unitech.

allegedly stealing a pair of
slippers of one of the patients.
When a police team visited the
clinic around 8.30pm, the boy
was missing but the people
present there told the cops that
Asif had released him after
being threatened with an FIR
by some of the patients. Asif
was taken to the police station
on Tuesday, but released with
a fine as there was no
complaint against him. A case
was, however, registered
against Asif and the doctor
after a picture of the boy in
chains went viral on social
media. Asif was pick-ed up,
but the doctor went
untraceable.

Study soon to extend
Hindon elevated road
to Noida

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Development Authority (GDA)
has appointed a firm to prepare
a feasibility study and alignment
report for the proposed extension
of 10.3km Hindon elevated road
to Noida. The report will be
prepared at a cost of Rs 90 lakh
and the firm is expected to
submit the same within two
months, officials said. “We had
invited bids for preparing a
feasibility and alignment report
for the proposed extension of the
Hindon elevated road. Kastha
hasbeen selected for the job and
it will submit its report in two
months’ time,” Santosh Rai,
secretary, GDA, told TBC on
Tuesday.

New diversion to avoid pile-up
at Noida’s Sector 71 junction

NOIDA: In yet another
experiment to smoothen traffic
on the busy Sector 71 junction
and Balak Nath T-point, traffic
police has started diverting
traffic at the intersection of
sectors 50, 51 and 72. Jersey
barriers were placed on a
portion of the intersection
around 10pm to block direct
movement of the traffic coming
from Sector 71 junction
towards sectors 50 and 51.
Those travelling from sectors
50&51 will also not be able to
travel straight towards sectors

72 and 75. Now, commuters
from sectors 50, 51 and nearby
areas who are headed towards
Sector 72 and 75 will have to
take a left from the intersection
and go on till a U-turn before
the Sector 71 junction,
increasing the route by over
2km. Meanwhile, those
travelling from the junction
towards the sector 50 side will
have to bypass the intersection
and take a U-turn before the
upcoming Sector 50 metro
station. The diversion will be
permanent from Tuesday.
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How alignment flaw is giving NH-24 traffic a scare and a rough landing

GHAZIABAD: For six
months, since Hindon Elevated
Road opened this March,
thousands of people who take
NH-24 to Ghaziabad every day
have been exposed to
accidents at UP Gate,
immediately after the flyover,
because of a mismatch in the
alignment of the two roads.
Many have ended up with
dented bumpers and broken
axles at the point where the
two roads integrate unevenly,
immediately after the UP Gate
flyover — a rough incline of
around 50 metres right in the
middle of the road that you risk
running into at full highway
speed. During rush hour, this
incline is also the cause of

traffic jams. The Ghaziabad
Development Authority
(GDA), which built Hindon
Elevated Road, and the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI), which is
widening NH-24, are both well
aware of this problem. But
neither has done anything
about it, choosing to wait,
instead, for the widening to be
completed. Nothing prevented
them, however, from putting up
caution signs or barricades, or
deploy policemen there to
guide traffic safely past the
rough incline. That wasn’t
done either, nor were
arrangements made to light up
the area to improve visibility for
motorists. Amid questions

Tiff among students end in
seizure of arms in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: When two
groups of students of a prominent
school in Modinagar had an
altercation on its premises on
Teachers’ Day on September 5,
many passed it off as a normal
fight. But, within a few hours,
one group returned with country-
made pistols and started firing
in air outside the school, leading
to panic in the area. The police
were alerted and a few of them
were arrested after a hot chase.
The arrested were all minors
and students of Class XI. When
they were taken to the police
station, the cops were
assuming that their parents
would turn up for their wards
and would be ashamed of their
wards’ behaviour. Howeyver,

soon ‘guardians’ of three
accused students arrived at the
police station in swanky SUVs
and starting pressuring police to
release the accused students.
The police then searched the
SUVs and it was found that
they were also carrying guns
and cartridges. The police then
arrested them as well. The
accused were identified as
Amit Tyagi and Jeetender
Tyagi, who were relatives of
one of the kids. “We led a
further check on arms in their
houses and a cache of arms
were seized including three
high-end foreign-made and six
country-made pistols and over
100 cartridges including that of
SLR,” said Krishna.

about the lack of coordination
between NHAI and GDA on
integrating the two roads, the
GDA has squarely blamed
NHALI for the problem. District
magistrate Ritu Maheshwari,
who was till recently in charge
of GDA, said, “The issues at
UP Gate are NHAI’s doing
and it has negated the
advantages of Hindon Elevated
Road. Apart from causing
inconvenience to commuters
every day, the stretch is also
frequently used by VVIPs,
including the chief minister. |
have written to NHAI to
rectify the design faults, but so
far nothing has happened.”
The NHALI said it has started
work on widening the left side

of NH-24 (as one goes from
Delhi to Ghaziabad) at the point
where the UP Gate flyover
descends into the main
highway. Once this is
completed, the Hindon
Elevated Road will have a new
approach path altogether. The
access-controlled central
lanes of the expressway will
continue along the same
alignment once the UP portion
gets built and taking a left turn
towards Hindon Elevated
Road will no longer be
possible. The new approach
will, instead, be from the
adjacent left lanes (through the
flyover to the extreme left if
one is headed from Delhi to
Ghaziabad).

Notification soon to acquire
1,220 hectares for Jewar airport

NOIDA: The Uttar Pradesh
government is likely to issue
anotification soon to acquire
land for the first phase of
international airport in Jewar
as the district administration
has received consent from a
large number of land holders
till Monday. According to
officials, the administration
has received consent from
3,076 land owners which will
enable the government to
acquire 1,138 hectare. The
total land required for the first
phase of the project is 1,220
hectare, which is in the hands
of 8,300 owners. So far, the
government has got consent
from land owners for 93% of
earmarked land, but the

criteria of getting the nod from
70% land owners is yet to be
met. As per the provisions of
Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013,
the consent of 70% land
holders is mandatory for
acquisition. Meanwhile, a
Social Impact Assessment
(STA) team also held a
meeting at Gautam Buddha
University on Monday and
said that 1,775 fam-ilies would
get displaced in the project.
According to sources,
farmers holding bigger plots
have given their consent while
small farm owners are still
hesitant.

No cutting of even mature eucalyptus, clarifies forest department

NOIDA: Igniting the
suspended ADM-retired
Colonel dispute once again, the
ADM’s wife confronted the
media for the first time after
almost one month of the
incident with the retired colonel
levelling counter-allegations.
Allegations rained in as the
ADM’s wife claimed that she
was framed under section 307
(attempt to murder) because
"of being a Dalit and a woman
alleging that she was repeatedly
harassed by the veteran for four
years", charges denied by the
veteran. The ADM, howeyver,
did not confront the media. She
said that the veteran used

casteist remarks repeatedly
against her on the morning of
August 14 to the women who
were celebrating the Teej
function. She claimed that the
ADM and his gunner was not
present when the incident
happened. When asked about
both the gunner and the ADM
being visible in the CCTV
footage of the park, she said
that it was the video of inside
the park and the area where the
incident happened was not
captured in the CCTV. Asked
why she did not complain
earlier of the alleged
harassment, she claimed that
she had to “live there and raise

her children.” Demanding a
CB-CID investigation into the
case, she said that she had met
the BSP supremo Mayawati a
few days ago. Meanwhile, in a
parallel press briefing, the
veteran rubbished the
allegations stating that he had
not even spoken to the ADM’s
wife in four years. “They are
still roaming free. They were
given leverage to get a stay
order on their arrest even as
they conspired against me by
telling lies. Her husband
pushed me down and hit me in
the park. The CCTV is there
showing his friend and gunner
too. It is shameful that a

woman is making such
allegations. [ was waiting for
my cab and I was not even
talking to her. There are five
CCTV cameras in their
premises, if they have any
evidence, please ask them to
produce it. I only stay here for
two months,” he said. He said
that he complained about the
illegal construction because it
was hindering movement of
vehicle from his garage and
the front door. Asked about the
ADM’s wife levelling
allegations of making casteist
remarks, he said that his cook
for five years also belonged to
that category.
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Youth steals father’s Rs
4 lakh, files fake FIR

GHAZIABAD: A 23-year-
old engineering student was
arrested on Monday for
allegedly pocketing his
father’s Rs 4 lakh after
registering a false robbery
complaint with police. The
accused, Shivam , a third-year
civil engineering student at a
private university in Noida,
has told police that he wanted
to open a gym with the
money. The police had
registered an FIR pertaining
to robbery at Loni police
station on September 8 on the
basis of Shivam’s complaint.
He had alleged that the
robbery took place on the

Stepfather rapes 14-
year-old girl, on the run

GHAZIABAD: A 14-year-
old girl living in a shanty was
allegedly raped by her
stepfather on Monday. The
accused, a labourer who
works in Sardhana of Meerut,
is absconding after the crime,
police said. The rape took
place in the shanty where the
girl lives with her sisters,
mother and stepfather. The
girl, who is the youngest of
three siblings, all of whom are
girls, was alone at home when
the assault took place. Her
mother, a domestic worker,
had left for work in some
nearby houses early in the
morning,

afternoon of September 8
when he was transporting Rs
4 lakh in a Fortuner SUV from
his uncle Ramveer Singh in
Sikrani village of Loni to his
home in Bishanpura in Noida.
Later the police seized the
entire amount from Shivam.
Shivam’s father, Shyam Mavi,
has a property business.
Sources said the family has
rented out several buildings in
Noida. As per Shivam’s
complaint, three men on a
motorcycle overtook his SUV
near a canal on Sikrauni-
Chiraudi road in Loni and
signalled him to stop saying he
had a deflated tyre.

3 arrested for creating
ruckus at school

GHAZIABAD: Police have
arrested three people for
allegedly creating ruckus ata
government school here, an
official said on Tuesday. The
police have also seized three
foreign-made pistols, six
country-made pistols and 100
cartridges from their
possession, senior
superintendent of police
Vaibhav Krishna said. On
September 5, a clash ensued
between two groups of
students during a function at
the school, he said. The
altercation took an ugly turn on
Monday when some outsiders
allegedly intervened in the
matter and fired a few rounds
in the air, he said.

Three steal diesel from
vehicles on EPE, held

GHAZIABAD: Three men
were arrested on Monday for
allegedly robbing diesel from
vehicles on the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway by
holding their drivers hostage.
The arrested persons, who are
in their mid 20s, are part of a
10-member gang. The three
have been identified as
Sameer, Aslam and Abid. A
truck and a Scorpio have also
been recovered from their
possession. “The accused used
these vehicles to conduct
robberies on the Expressway.
They had 10-15 litre drums into
which they emptied the diesel
from the vehicles. The truck

Woman sets up sex with ex, slits his throat after blindfolding him

NOIDA: Two friends, Rahim
and Israfil, fell for the same
woman who sat in an opposite
berth during a train journey.
Rahim became blind in love, so
much that a phone call from
her brought him all the way to
Delhi from Katihar (Bihar) last
week to execute a murder plot.
Israfil let himself be
blindfolded in lust, seduced by
a call from the same woman
for a sexual encounter during
which she slit his throat. At the
heart of this triangle of love,
lust, betrayal and revenge is
Saira, a 22-year-old woman
whose charm had left both
Rahim and Israfil, who had

Work starts on link road from
Noida to Crossings Republik

GHAZIABAD: Construction
work on the approach road to
Crossings Rebublik has finally
started after months of neglect
by both GDA and GNIDA.
The move came after residents
of the township met chief
secretary Anup Chandra
Pandey and apprised him of the
problem, who in turn directed
the two development agencies
to commence work on the
stretch last week. The GNIDA
started work on the stretch
under its jurisdiction on
Monday. “The approach road
to Crossings Republik via
Rishpalgarhi village is a
commuter’s nightmare, as it is

narrow, filled with potholes and
inundated with sewer water
most of the time,” said Amod
Giri, aresident. “This road is the
only option for school buses and
heavy vehicles. They can’t take
Shahaberi road because a high-
mast barrier has been put up
there. When our repeated
requests to GNIDA and GDA
bore no results, we approached
the chief secretary, who goaded
the two authorities to act,” Giri
added. Earlier, the then GDA
vice-chairperson Ritu
Maheshwari had directed the
chief engineer to conduct a
survey of the stretch falling
under its jurisdiction.

themselves just stepped into
their 20s, smitten on a Delhi-
Katihar train four years ago.
Both got off before Katihar,
their home town, to escort her
to Muzaffarpur, her home
town. Rahim and Israfil
returned home but began
competing for her attention.
She gravitated towards Israfil.
The two started meeting. She
worked in Dwarka and he in
Noida, two Delhi suburbs
easily bridged by the Blue
Line. What unfolded was far
from a perfect love story.
Israfil married another woman
two years ago. And Rahim
returned to Saira’s life, this

Baba accused of rape by
woman held in GZB

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police
has arrested astrologer Ashu
Bhai accused of raping a
woman and her minor daughter
at his ashram in Hauz Khas.
Sources said he was caught
from an apartment in Raj
Nagar Extension. He was
initially detained and placed
under formal arrest only late
at night as the statements of
the victims were still being
analysed. Cops were also
waiting for the medical reports
of the victims. Ashu was
tracked down to Ajnara
Apartments by a team from the
Shahdara district on Thursday
morning. He was found staying
with his son Samar, also an
accused in the case.

time as her boyfriend. Saira
and Israfil kept meeting
secretly, though. But when,
finally, she started trying to
distance herself from him, the
affair turned murky. After her
arrest in Dwarka on Friday,
Saira told police Israfil had
started blackmailing her to
keep her in a sexual relationship
with him. It was his alleged
threats to reveal their
encounters to Rahim that drove
her into blind rage. On August
31, Saira called Rahim. He
boarded the North East
Express from Katihar to Anand
Vihar and met her at Green
Park Metro station on Sept 2.

had a fake registration number
and has been traced to
Nagaland. We are trying to
gather information on how they
possessed the truck and the
SUV, which according to the
records in the transport
department, has changed
ownership several times,” said
Ghaziabad SSP Vaibhav
Krishna. The three were
arrested during a checking
drive on the Expressway,
however, four other
accomplices managed to
escape. The four absconding
persons have been identified
as Ashraf, Sadaqat, Zulfiqar
and Wasim.

Noida builder held for
duping 50 flat buyers

NEW DELHI: The
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) arrested a Noida-
based builder for duping 50
flat owners of several lakhs
of rupees. The builder,
Diwakar Sharma, was
director of Shubhkamna
Buildtech that had taken 90%
advance money for a project
and stopped construction of
the apartments after that.
Police received complaints
from several buyers regarding
this and registered a case
against the company. Cops
had launched a manhunt to
nab the owners.

Suspended ADM-retired veteran
dispute ignites once again

NOIDA: Igniting the
suspended ADM-retired
Colonel dispute once again,
the ADM’s wife confronted
the media for the first time
after almost one month of the
incident with the retired
colonel levelling counter-
allegations. Allegations rained
in as the ADM’s wife claimed
that she was framed under
section 307 (attempt to
murder) because "of being a
Dalit and a woman alleging
that she was repeatedly
harassed by the veteran for
four years", charges denied
by the veteran. The ADM,
however, did not confront the
media. She said that the

veteran used casteist remarks
repeatedly against her on the
morning of August 14 to the
women who were celebrating
the Teej function. She claimed
that the ADM and his gunner
was not present when the
incident happened. When
asked about both the gunner
and the ADM being visible in
the CCTV footage of the park,
she said that it was the video
of'inside the park and the area
where the incident happened
was not captured in the
CCTYV. Asked why she did not
complain earlier of the alleged
harassment, she claimed that
she had to “live there and
raise her children.”
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