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200 school buses give
fitness test a miss on
last day in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: More than
200 private buses engaged
by schools to ferry students
missed an inspection drive
conducted by the transport
department on its last day on
Sunday. The department has
now decided to conduct
surprise checks on vehicles
engaged by schools to see if
they are fitted with
equipment as listed in the
guidelines laid down by the
Supreme Court. On the first
day of the drive on April 8,
only 712 of the 1,400-odd
buses across Ghaziabad
district had turned up. Of
them, 125 were found plying

without necessary safety
gear in place. During the
second and last phase of the
drive on Sunday, another 308
buses turned up, of which 37
were found without safety
features. “The buses were
examined on an 11-point
agenda as laid down by the
apex court. We have issued
notices to the managements
of those private schools
whose buses were found
lacking the safety features.
They have to install the
features and report to the
transport department in
seven days,” said ARTO
Biswajeet Singh.
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Divided we fall: on the
15th Finance Commission

Prime Minister Narendra Modi thinks vested interests are
behind the “baseless” allegation that the terms of reference
ofthe 15th Finance Commission are biased against certain
States or a region. He did not name the region, but he was
clearly responding to growing clamour from the southern
States for a rethink on the parameters for the Commission
to determine revenue-sharing between the Centre and the
States. The southern States are concerned that the
Commission is switching from the 1971 Census to the 2011
Census. This means States that have done relatively better
to control population growth could see their allocations, as a
fraction of the total resources, reduced. However, speaking
in Chennai Mr. Modi said a State like Tamil Nadu would
actually benefit from the Commission’s mandate as the
Centre has mooted incentives for those who have done well
on population control. That the Prime Minister has had to
wade in to try and manage a controversy, days after Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley had termed it as ‘needless’, signals
the Centre’s concerns about the narrative turning against
the BJP ahead of the Karnataka election.

One will have to wait till October 2019, when the Finance
Commission’s final recommendations come in, to assess the
actual impact on States’ cash flows, but framing the issue
as a southern vs northern States debate is not constructive.
The 14th Finance Commission had also given a 10%
weightage for the 2011 Census in its calculations and there
was no discernible impact on allocations to the more populous
States such as Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Also, there are
other States whose share of India’s total population has
declined between 1971 and 2011, including West Bengal,
Goa, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab. Finally, it is misleading
for State governments to assume that all positive changes in
demographics are a result of their own actions or policies
— there are a variety of factors at play when individuals
make decisions about procreation. For the Commission, it is
more critical to ensure that resources reach those who need
them the most and that the genuinely needy are not deprived,
wherever they may be. States may spend their energies
better by seeking more clarity on the Commission’s other
terms of reference, especially the incentives proposed for
shunning populism and the move to give the Centre a larger
share of the resources to build the New India it envisions by
2022. Whether mid-day meals for children or employment
schemes for the rural poor amount to populist pandering is
an extremely subjective call. And the Centre’s attempt to
increase its share from the divisible pool of resources from
the present 58% is something that should concern all States,

whether populous or not. -By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Class XII student abducted, murdered
for ransom by tenant and accomplice

GREATER NOIDA: A 19-year old class XII student was allegedly
kidnapped and murdered for ransom by his tenant and an accomplice
in Gulistanpurvillage in Greater Noida. The victim Tarun Sharma had
left his home on Thursday evening for Sai Temple in Sector Delta 1.
His body was found under the ashes of garbage in a deserted location
near Shani Temple, around one kilometer away from his home on
Friday. Police have arrested the tenant of three years, Arun Kumar
(25), and his accomplice Sajid (30), in connection with the murder,
after the victim’s call records revealed the accused had made frequent
calls on Tarun’s mobile phone and called him forameeting that evening.
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Rs 2,000 crore more needed to
finish Jaypee Noida project

NEW DELHI: Suraksha and
Dosti groups, which have
emerged as the top contender
to take over ailing Jaypee
Infratech have estimated that
nearly Rs 6,000 crore is
required to complete work in
250 towers in Jaypee
Wishtown with a funding
requirement of Rs 2,000 crore
after budgeting for nearly Rs
3,750 crore due from home
buyers. The payment by
home buyers will be linked to
construction milestones.

‘Land grabber’ shot
dead at construction
site in Noida

NOIDA: A 60-year old man
accused of land grabbing at
massive scale was shot dead
by two bike-borne criminals in
Hindon Vihar in Sector 49 on
Monday evening. Motilal Goyal
was shot at several times from
point-blank range and
collapsed at the 10-acre plot
where he was supervising the
foundation works of a
commercial plaza near
Salarpur road. Around 10-
construction workers at the
spot fled away after hearing
the gunshots. Goyal was rushed
to a hospital where doctors
declared him brought dead.
Police suspect the man was
killed over old property and
land dispute. Shwetabh
Pandey, Circle Officer, Noida
111, said that the incident took
place at around 5 pm. “Goyal
was  supervising the
construction work while some
workers were at the spot.

While Sudhir Valia’s Suraksha
group that has partnered
Mumbai-based builder Dosti
group has offered to commit
around Rs 3,500 crore for
completing the project that
started nearly a decade ago,
it is planning to put in place a
panel of home buyers to
monitor construction as part of
a confidence building exercise
once it receives regulatory
and legal clearances to take
over the company that is facing
bankruptcy proceedings,

sources told TBC. “If needed
the companies will offer more
money to complete
construction with focus being
on building flats and villas that
have already been sold,” one
of the sources privy to the
discussions told TBC. Of the
31,000-odd units, nearly 29,000
have been sold
with around 25,000 yet to be
delivered. Around Rs 9,000
crore have already been
invested into Jaypee Infratech,
so far.

24-yr-old Greater Noida woman
alleges gangrape by two youths
on Yamuna Expressway

AGRA: A24-year-old woman,
who works at a private firm in
Greater Noida, was allegedly
raped by two youth on the
Yamuna Expressway while she
was on her way home on
Saturday evening. In her
complaint, which was filed on
Sunday, the survivor has alleged
that she was offered lift in a car
by one of the suspects, Salman
Malik (28), who was known to
her, around 5 pm. On the way,
Malik picked up the other
accused, Sajid (26), and they
drove towards the expressway
where they raped her. The
medical examination of the
woman has been conducted but
the reports are yet to arrive. The
two accused, in the meanwhile,
have dubbed the charges to be
false. SP Singh, station house
officer (SHO) of Kotwali police
station, said, “The woman hails

from Meerut and works with a
chartered accountant in Greater
Noida. She stays at a rented
accommodation in the city. She
told police that Malik had
dropped her home in the past as
well and hence she did not
hesitate to take lift in his car on
Saturday.” The woman said that
the duo had gagged her and
raised the volume of the car’s
stereo before taking turns to rape
her. According to police, Malik is
a scrap dealer and a resident of
Dadri in Greater Noida. During
interrogation, he told officers that
the woman had accompanied
them to Agra for a wedding.
Superintendent of police (SP),
city, Mathura, Shrawan Kumar
Singh, said, “We have registered
a case under section 376 (D)
(gangrape) of the IPC against
the two men. Our investigations
are on.”

NPCL to buy 100 MW more for Greater Noida

GREATER NOIDA: The
Noida Power Company Ltd
(NPCL), which supplies power
to Greater Noida, has signed an
agreement with Power Trading
Corporation of India Ltd to
purchase 100 MW electricity
per year to provide round-the-
clock electricity to Greater
Noidafrom December this year.
“The agreement is signed with
an aim to fulfil the mission of
the state government to provide
power to all. With this
agreement, NPCL is confident
to get transmission access as

per its requirement, both from
Power Grid Corporation India
Ltd’s (PGCIL) central
transmission utility (CTU) and
Uttar Pradesh Power
Transmission Ltd’s (UPPTCL)
state transmission utility
(STU),” said R C Agarwal,
managing director and CEO,

NPCL. “This is the first
medium term power purchase
agreement signed in the
country, following competitive
bidding through DEEP
(Discovery of Efficient
Electricity Price) portal of
ministry of power,” said Sarnath
Ganguly, general manager,
NPCL. NPCL is expecting
nearly 400 MW demand this
year which would further rise
in the next few years due to
accelerated industrial
investments*‘The current supply
in Greater Noida is 300 MW.
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Ghaziabad schoolboy held for Kkilling friend for not returning Rs 2,200

GHAZIABAD: An 18-year-
old schoolboy was arrested on
Sunday along with two other
accomplices for allegedly killing
a friend after being exasperated
over the latter’s inordinate delay
inrepaying a debt of Rs 2,200.
The accused, who has been
identified as Jogi, is a student of
Class X in Shambhu Dayal Inter
College in Naya Ganj area of
Ghaziabad. Jogi and his two
accomplices, Mohit and
Deepak, who are also aged
around 18 years, live in
Ganeshpuri area under
Sahibabad police station area.
On the morning of April 13, the
police had found a body lying in
a park near a water tank in

; &
o

Sahibabad. It was identified the
same day as that of Rohit (19),
who also lived in Sahibabad.
“Investigations have revealed
that Jogi had murdered Rohit for
notreturning a sum of Rs 2,200.
The latter had taken this money
from Jogi during the Kanwar
festival last year but had been
delaying its return under one
pretext or the other,” said circle
officer, Sahibabad, DSPRakesh
Mishra. Police said Mohit and

Two steal cab, held after shootout

GNOIDA: Two criminals
fleeing with a stolen cab were
arrested after a shootout in
Dadri on Friday morning. The
accused have been identified
as Mohit (25) and Jitendra alias
Jeetu (26), both residents of
Aligarh. Two of their
accomplices managed to
escape in the darkness. Ram
Sen Singh, SHO, Dadri police
station, said four criminals had
booked a taxi from Ghaziabad
to Greater Noida on Thursday
night. “The accused boarded
the cab and reached Bisrakh.
Suddenly, one of them took out
apistol and held the driver, Anil
Kumar, hostage. The criminals
then stole the car from the
driver at gunpoint and fled,” he

said. The driver immediately
dialed 100 from his mobile
phone and informed police.
The personnel from Bisrakh
police station launched a
search and alerted their
counterparts to beef-up
checking. The criminals
roamed around the city for 2-
3 hours. Singh said his police
team received information
about the movement of
criminals in the area. “We
deployed a team near Luharli
Road at 4.15 am. The four
suspects came in a cab at the
spot. The police signalled them
to stop for checking but they
began firing at the
police and tried to speed
away,” Singh said.

Deepak had dropped out of
studies. While Mohit used to ply
a battery-operated rickshaw,
Deepak had a street-food stall
in Sahibabad. Rohit used to
work with his brother in a
switch-manufacturing firm in
Site 4 Industrial Area of
Sahibabad. Jogi told media
persons on Sunday that he first
hit Rohit on his head with a brick.
He had then taken off his own
T-shirt and strangled Rohit’s
neck. The four men had met at
the park at around 9pm on April
12. “Mohit, Deepak and Rohit
had got a few bottles of alcohol
from Delhi. They asked me to
join them for drinks. We went
around for some time looking for

adesolate place for drinks. Then
we decided to go to the water
tank,” said Jogi. The three
accused men, however, said
Jogi had attacked Rohit in self-
defence when he became
aggressive. The three men said
they had consumed a beer each
on the fateful evening and
topped it up with a quarter bottle
ofhard liquor. “We were all very
inebriated. Rohit became
aggressive and began to abuse
me in foul language when I
pestered with him to return my
money which I needed urgently.
When I retorted to his abuses,
he went down the tank and
returned with a brick to attack
me. Sensing danger, [ snatched

the brick from him and hit it on
his head. Then I took off my T-
shirt and strangulated him with
it till he died,” said Jogi. “The
next day I went to my school
and attended classes as usual
feigning as if nothing of this sort
ever occurred,” he added. Police
said that the three accused were
nabbed on the basis of forensic
evidence and after questioning
locals who claimed to have seen
the four boys together for the
last time on the evening of April
12. An FIR under Section 302
(murder) of the IPC was lodged
on April 13 on the basis of a
complaint filed by the
deceased’s father Rakesh
Kumar.

After 94 students miss board exams,
CBSE notice to Ghaziabad school

DEHRADUN: CBSE’s
regional office in Dehradun has
sent a show-cause notice to a
school in Ghaziabad which had
allegedly promised schools not
affiliated to CBSE to register
their students for their CBSE
board exams, resulting in 94
students missing the exams.
The notice asked why Holy
Angel’s Public School’s
“provisional affiliation for its
secondary and senior
secondary certificate level” to
the CBSE should not be
cancelled for violation of
affiliation bye-laws of the
board. Owner of the school,
Siddharth Jain, told TBC that

3,000 people living in 10 slums
vulnerable to fire outbreaks

GHAZIABAD: Nearly 8,000
people live in 10 big slums in
Indirapuram, Vasundhara,
Vaishali and Kaushambi which
are most vulnerable to fire,
according to a survey conducted
by police. The survey was
conducted on the direction of the
GDA, after a fire recently
destroyed a slum in Indirapuram.
“On April 3, over 100 hutments
were gutted that displaced close
to 250 families in Kanawani in
Indirapuram. This was a
wakeup call for us. So, on the
direction of GDA vice-
chairperson Ritu Maheshwari, a
survey was undertaken by police
to identify the areas where

people live in slums,” said V K
Singh, officer on special duty
(OSD), GDA.. “Ten spots have
been identified in Indirapuram,
Vasundhara, Vaishali and
Kaushambi where people live in
slums and are most vulnerable
to fire,” added Singh. Such
slums identified in Indirapuram
are in Abhay Khand 2 with a
population of 1,200 people; in
Makanpur, which is inhabited
by around 600 people and in
Shakti Khand 4 and 2 near
Kanawani gate with a
population of around 4,000
people. Close to 600 people live
in two slums located in
Vasundhara’s Sector 2A and on

the stretch between sectors 6
and 4B. A third slum located
between sectors 7 and 8 is
home to 250 people. In
Kaushambi, close to 850 people
live in two slums that have
come up on a vacant plot near
Radisson Blu and a police
outpost. A slum in Vaishali is
home to around 300 people.
“The hutments which are
mostly inhabited by migrant
construction labourers from
other states are constructed of
tin shades and even polythene
which is highly inflammable and
in case of a fire, it has the
potential to cause maximum
damage to life and property.

they were yet to receive the
notice. Last month, 94 class 10
students had claimed that as
the schools where they are
actually enrolled do not have
CBSE affiliation, their
registration for the board
examination has been done
through Holy Angel’s Public
School. The students alleged
that they were not given admit
cards when they reached Holy
Angel’s. The school, however,
denied knowledge of having
any agreement with the
students' schools. An inquiry
was subsequently done by the
CBSE in the matter. Providing
details, Ranveer Singh, regional

Plaster falls o

officer, Dehradun, CBSE said,
“The school misguided the
parents by saying that their
students’ names had been
deleted by CBSE during
school inspection. On further
probe, it appeared that the
school (in Ghaziabad) in
association with some of the
local non-affiliated schools,
was involved in the grave
practice of sponsoring
unauthorised students.” He
added that the RO has strongly
recommended de-affiliation of
the school. “We will do
everything we can to ensure
that schools are not able to get
away with such practices.

ceiling

) Al

in class, 2 students hurt
e

GHAZIABAD: Two students
attending class ata government
secondary  school in
Ghaziabad’s Pasonda had a
narrow escape on Thursday
after amound of plaster peeled
off'the ceiling and fell on them.
Class VI students Inshad (13)
and Rehan (14) escaped with
minor injuries and their health
conditions were said to be
stable. Police said Inshad had
suffered an injury to the leg and
was admitted to GTB Hospital
in Delhi. “The incident took
place around 10am when a
teacher was taking class. Two
minor boys suffered injuries
and one of them is in GTB

Hospital. The other boy didn’t
need to be taken to the hospital
as portions of the plaster fell on
his back. We have sent a report
in this regard to the education
department,” Sahibabad circle
officer DSP Rakesh Mishra
said. Administrative officials,
who visited the school after the
accident, said some of the
rooms were in dire need of
repairs.
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Headless bodies’ case solved with arrest of victim’s partner

Ghaziabad : On Sunday,
Sambhal police got a major
breakthrough, arresting four
accused, including two women,
in the matter of murder of a
woman and her son whose
headless bodies were found in
Chimyavali village on March
18. The bodies were identified
as those of Mamta alias
Shahin, 35, and her 10-year-old
son Karan alias Sameer. Their
heads were found later on
April 1 and April 8,
respectively from two
different locations in the area.
Police said that the accused
Mohammad Wahid, with
whom Shahin had been living
with her two children for the
past year, wanted to get rid of

her after he had married
another woman, Armana
around six months ago. Shahin
was six months pregnant when
she was murdered, said police.
According to police officers,
Armana had told her husband
that she would not live with him
until Mamta and her kids were
killed. Briefing the media,
additional director general
(ADG) of Bareilly zone, Prem
Prakash said, “On March 18,
chowkidar Ram Ratan of
Chimyavali village informed
police about the headless
bodies, following that we
constituted 12 teams, initiating
search operations to nab the
accused. On Sunday morning,
we got a tip-off, following

6 held in Lucknow for
‘insurance bonus’ fraud

Ghaziabad: Six people were
arrested for fleecing insurance
policy holders in
Krishnanagaron Sunday. The
police recovered Rs 1.1 lakh
cash, 6 laptops, 67 mobile
phones, 23 ATM cards of
different banks, 15 bank
passbooks, 50 SIM cards, 5
voter ID cards, 5 Aadhaar
cards, a motorcycle and other
documents from them. SHO
Krishnanagar Anjani Pandey
said the gang was being led by
Aman Kumar. The gang
members, introducing
themselves as officers from
insurance companies, would
call policy holders and tell them
about bonus amounts from the

Body found with
injury marks in park

GZB: The body of a factory
worker was found with injury
marks in a park in Shalimar
Garden area in Sahibabad on
Friday. The youth has been
identified as Rohit, a resident
of Ganesh Puri area. He
worked in a switch-making
factory. The body was found
with injury marks on forehead.
“There was a deep cut near
his eyebrow and a cloth was
wrapped around his neck. It
looked as if he was
strangulated as we also found
bricks with blood stains and
some empty beer bottles near
the body,” said Rajesh Mishra,
circle officer, Sahibabad.

company. They managed to get
phone numbers of genuine
customers of various
companies. They would ask
customers to deposit an
amount to withdraw the bonus.
The gang had been operational
in south Delhi where they had
an office in the guise of a
cyber café. They had been
arrested by the special cell of
Delhi Police but had been out
on bail because of lack of
evidence. The gang then set up
a base in Ghaziabad but after
police raids, fled to Kanpur.
There they opened a ‘centre’
and took Rs 5,000 each from
villagers in the name of
opening their bank accounts.

which we arrested the four
accused from Chandausi bus
stand. One of their
accomplices is still at large.”
Prakash said that one Kallu, a
resident of Chimyavali village
who had been a history
sheeter, had got his daughter
Armana married to Wasim
around six months ago.
“Before this, Wasim had come
in contact with Shahin in
Ghaziabad where he was an
auto-rickshaw driver. He lived
there next to Shahin’s house.
He had brought her and her
two kids around one year ago
to Sambhal and started living
with him. We have rescued
Shahin’s daughter Manju alias
Zainab from their house. She

has been handed over to child
welfare society,” Prakash
added. Police said that they
have also recovered two
sharp-edged weapons used in
beheading the victim. Besides,
they also recovered the Adhaar
card and identity card of boy
for his school in Ghaziabad.
Superintendent of police (SP)
of Sambhal, Ravi Shankar
Chhabi said, “The other two
arrested accused are Kallu and
his wife Shufia, who were
Armana’s parents.” Chhabi
said, “After search operations
from Moradabad to Ghaziabad
did not turn up anything, we
changed our line of inquiry and
focused on the village where
the bodies were found.

Road agency identifies 14 jam spots in

Ghaziabad, suggests widening of streets

GHAZIABAD: The Central
Road Research Institute
(CRRI) on Wednesday
submitted a report after it was
entrusted with the responsibility
of preparing a comprehensive
mobility plan for the city by the
GDA . The CRRI has identified
14 ‘problematic’ intersections
in Ghaziabadand suggested
some measures to ensure
seamless flow of traffic on
these stretches. “After
conducting a survery, the
CRRI shared with us a list of
14 intersections that are
notorious for traffic jams and
suggested some measures to
deal with it,” said Ishtiyaque
Ahmad, chief architect and
town planner (CATP), GDA.

o5y . > *

“The measures included
closing down of certain cuts
along these intersections and
widening of roads. We are
studying the measures and
they will be implemented in
due time.” In Wednesday’s
meeting, the GDA also asked
CRRI to submit a short-term
mobility plan for
Indirapuramtownship and
Modinagar in one week.
CRRI director Prof Satish
Chandra said, “We have
sought the base plan for
vehicular traffic from GDA.

How Delhi teen hatched plot to kill
brother-in-law for family ‘honour’

NEW DELHI: Upset after
his sister married a man
convicted of murder, 18-year-
old Mohammad
Akramhatched a plan to
eliminate his brother-in-law,
Atif, to undo the dishonour
brought on his family.
Ironically, it was from the
victim’s brother that Akram
procured a pistol. Though his
sister, Rakhiya, was estranged
from the family, he kept in
touch with her, even meeting
Atif at parties in search of an
opportune moment to strike.
Akram chose April 8 to carry

out his intent, the date being
significant as the day last year
when his sister left home to go
and live with Atif. The
youngster called Atif to his
tuition centre in Jyoti Nagar in
northeast Delhi and shot him
on his head after offering him
a cold drink. “My parents
considered me dead after |
went with Atif,” said Rakhiya
on Wednesday. “However, my
brother kept in touch with us
and even visited us. I now
realise he was doing this to plan
the murder.” Delhi Police
arrested Akram from his house

in Ghaziabad on Monday. The
teenager told the cops during
interrogation that he had
informed his parents about his
proposition and had got the go-
ahead from them. On this
basis, police have detained the
father, Mohammad
Rahisuddin, for questioning,
though he has denied prior
knowledge of the murder plan.
According to Akram, the affair
between Rakhiya and Atif
began about six years ago
when his parents sheltered Atif
and his brother Shaqib who
had been accused of murder.
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