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50-year-old charred to
death in Ghaziabad...
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Only 800 unipoles in
Ghaziabad are legal

GHAZIABAD: Only 800
unipoles in Ghaziabad have
been put up as per legal
provisions while the rest are all
illegal, the Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation has informed the
district administration. The
administration had sought this
information from the civic body
ahead of a drive to dismantle
unauthorised hoardings,
banners and unipoles to make
the city skyline clean. The drive
was undertaken following a
unipole collapse on Meerut
Road on January 3 in which
three persons inan SUV had a

close shave even as the vehicle
was damaged apart from an
autorickshaw. The drive was
also important in the city
because the administration has
been cleaning and sanitising the
city as part of Swachh
Survekshan, 2019. “We have
submitted the complete list of
nearly 800 legal unipoles
installed in the city to the
administration. The list also
mentions the locations at which
the unipoles have been
erected,” municipal
commissioner Chandra
Prakash Singh told TBC.
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of 80 seats.

Challenge for BJP in

state with most seats

The formal tie-up between the Samajwadi Party and the
Bahujan Samaj Party is a significant political development
in the context of the forthcoming Lok Sabha polls. This
combination had shown its clout in three crucial by-elections
in Uttar Pradesh in 2018. The BJP was trounced in
Gorakhpur, Phulpur and Kairana. In Kairana, the candidate
who won came from the Rashtriya Lok Dal, but it was the
combined backing of the SP and the BSP that allowed the
RLD candidate to win. Together, these parties can muster
more than two-fifths of the vote in Uttar Pradesh. The
combination has the potential to make a serious dent in the
BJP’s national tally, which had been boosted in 2014 by the
73 seats it got, along with allies, in UP, out of the state’s total

Where does this leave the Congress? Does the exclusion of
the party from the major anti-BJP alliance of UP between
the SP and the BSP means the end of the socalled
Mahagathbandhan (grand alliance) of the Opposition to
defeat the BJP? Actually, the development is to the
Congress’ advantage. Being outside the alliance leaves it
free to field candidates that would, in seats where its own
chances of an outright victory are dim, cut into the BJP’s
votes and enable the SP-BSP combine to win. It would also
hope for reciprocal support from the alliance in seats where
its position vis-a-vis the BJP is relatively better than that of
the alliance. The result would be to both deny BJP a large
haul in UP and to get a fair number of seats for itself. The
Mahagathbandhan was never to be understood as a prepoll
alliance. Mamata Banerjee tying up the Telugu Desam makes
little difference to the voters of either Bengal or Andhra
Pradesh. Every party will try to maximise its tally in the
Parliament elections and then combine.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Land acquisition for Jewar
airport to start by January-end

NOIDA: The district
administration will start
acquiring 1,334 hectares for
Jewar airport by January-end,
divisional commissioner Anita
Meshram said on Friday.
According to her, the
administration had sent its
report on the land to the state
government under Section 19
of Land Acquisition Act. The
acquisition will start once the
notification is issued. The
administration had done
rigorous exercises for the
project and got clearance at
different levels, she said. “We
are in a position to start land
acquisition. Hopefully, the
process will start by January-
end. The airport will change the
economy of this area and bring
more development,” she said.

Meshram said that Jewar is
suitable for airport project due
to its strategic location and
proximity to Delhi, Noida and
other states like Rajasthan and
Haryana. “This is also an ideal
location as there are no major
development projects, wetland
or heritage site in neighbourhood
which would be affected,” she
said. The commissioner said
that a good airport must have
excellent network through
roadways for last mile
connectivity. A multi-modal
transport hub and logistic hub are
also developed in Greater
Noida. “This will provide
excellent road connectivity to
Jewar airport. The site will be
connected to all the neighbouring
cities and states through road,
railway and metro.
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Lotus Panache buyers file police complaint against 3C

NOIDA: Homebuyers of
Lotus Panache on Friday
lodged a complaint with the
economic offences wing
(EOW) of Delhi Police
against the promoters of The
3C Company for allegedly
cheating them and committing
financial fraud, a day after the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) ordered
insolvency proceedings
against the developer. A
subsidiary of 3C, Granite Gate
Company is actually building
the ‘Lotus’ brand projects,
including Lotus Panache in
Sector 110. The project that
has 30 towers with 4,000

apartments, was sold between
2009 and 2010, and the
delivery was supposed to be
completed by 2012. But six
years on, only 900 flats have
been handed over to buyers.
Lotus Panache Welfare
Association said it lodged the
complaint against the three
promoters of The 3C
Company — Nirmal Singh,
Vidur Bhardwaj, Supreet
Singh Suri — and their
associates. “This is because
we strongly suspect siphoning
off funds from the Panache
project to other businesses of
the promoters,” Amit Chauhan
of LPWA, told TBC. The

Marshals off to Kumbh, only
11 constables to manage traffic

NOIDA: With over one-third
of its staff on security duty
at Kumbh Mela and the
Noida Authority withdrawing
70 marshals, the traffic
police is now left with only
11 constables to cater to over
100 major intersections in
Gautam Budh Nagar. Though
the term for the 70 traffic
marshals deployed on the
payroll of Noida Authority
was to end on December 30,
the district traffic police said
it received the final letter on
Thursday. The Authority had
in August last year
withdrawn 292 marshals, who
were hired for two months
after repeated requests by
then Gautam Budh Nagar
SSP Ajay Pal Sharma,

following the expiry of their
terms. Currently, the district
traffic police has a staff
strength of 167 — 53
constables, 38 head
constables (promotee), 68
head constables, two traffic
sub-inspectors and six traffic
inspectors. Of them, 38 — 22
constables, 13 head
constables, two head
constables (promotee) and
one traffic inspector — have
been deployed at Kumbh
Mela being held in Prayagraj.

same three promoters were
arrested by the EOW of Delhi
Police in December last year
also, on a complaint of
cheating lodged by
homebuyers of Lotus 300,
another project in Noida. The
accused, all residents of
Delhi, are currently out on
bail. “The complaint has been
filed by the 850-strong buyers’
association under sections
409 (criminal breach of trust),
420 (cheating), 34 (common
intention) and 120B (criminal
conspiracy) of Indian Penal
Code. However, no FIR has
been lodged by EOW yet,”
sources said.

Worker dies as crane
carrying pipe overturns

GREATER NOIDA: A 35-
year-old man working at a
construction site in Greater
Noida’s Jarcha was killed
when a crane placing huge
cement pipes along a river
stream lost balance under the
weight of the pipe and
overturned on him. Brijesh
Kumar, the driver of one of the
two cranes at the site, had
stepped out of the machine and
was allegedly monitoring the
work when one of the cranes
crushed him to death. Brijesh
was from Balkheda village in
Aligarh and operated a crane
for alocal contractor in Jarcha.
The accident occurred on
Friday, when around 10
labourers and two cranes were
placing cement pipes along the
river stream.

What’s the hold-up? UP government’s high-profile launch
plan may be delaying Noida metro

NOIDA: The trains are here,
the stations are ready, the staff
is in place and the final safety
certification has been given.
Why, then, is the Aqua Line not
being launched? The only
answer officials can come up
with is that the government
must be waiting for a “high-
profile” launch, possibly by the
PM and CM, who had jointly
inaugurated the last metro
corridor to be opened in Noida:
the Magenta Line at Botanical
Garden (on Christmas day,
2017). Christmas 2018 was
billed as a bigger occasion

because the Aqua Line is
entirely Noida’s (and the UP
government’s) own, run by
Noida Metro Rail Corporation
(NMRC), unlike Magenta that
is operated by DMRC. The
Aqua Line received the final
clearance from the
commissioner of railway safety
in time for the supposed
Christmas launch that, senior
officials had said, would happen
atthe hands of the PM. It didn't.
And the wait to see the first
passenger train run between
Noida and Greater Noida
continues. The corridor missed
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two deadlines last year— April
and October. That was because
work itself had overshot the
deadline. Now, there is no
operational reason for the delay.
There is, however, also a
concern. Should the launch not
happen by January 31, another
CMRS inspection will be needed.
“The CMRS go-ahead has been
received and Aqua Line needs
to start any time by January 31.
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50-year-old charred to death
in Ghaziabad fire mishap

GHAZIABAD: A 50-year-old
man was charred to death in a
fire mishap in Ved Vihar Colony
of Loni town, officials said
Sunday. "An electric short
circuit in the ground floor of the
multi-storeyed building caused
the fire. Seven bikes parked
there caught fire and soon their
fuel tanks exploded. The fire
spread to 24 flats in the
building," said DIG Upendra
Agarwal. Most residents in the
building escaped the
conflagration by jumping onto
adjoining terraces, police said
adding total property loss was
yet to be estimated. They said
most of the household goods in

Body found in drain,
cops suspect murder

GZB: Police found anunidentified
dead body in adrain in Loni area
on Thursday. The cops claim the
body to be three to four days old.
Police said the body was first
spotted by some locals in the
moming, “Locals, roaming in the
area, spotted the body and
informed police about it. A police
team was then sent to the spot,”
asenior police officer said. “The
drain is 8 feet wide and 14 feet
deep due to which it took more
than two hours to take out the
body,” he added. Police suspect it
to be a murder case. Shailender,
SHO of Loni Border police station
told TBC that the body has been
sent for an autopsy and reports
are awaited.

the affected houses were
destroyed, including electronic
appliances. Sunil Sagar, a taxi
driver, who bought his flat four
months ago, died in the fire. His
son Rohit, employed in a
Courier Company, sustained
severe burn injuries. Rohit is
undergoing treatment at GTB
Hospital At the time of mishap,
Sagar's wife Lata, who is a
nurse, had gone for work. Their
18-year-old daughter Nikita left
for Mukund Pur Colony in Delhi
to stay with her married sister
Nancy. Legal action will be
initiated against the builders for
not adhering to the fire safety
norms, the DIG Agarwal added.

2 test positive for swine
flu in Ghaziabad

GZB: Two patients have been
confirmed of swine flu infection
in the district on Saturday.
According to health department
officials, 10 samples were sent
to Delhi for confirmation, out of
which two were tested positive
with swine flu, while the test
result of four are awaited. In the
first case, a 55-year-old resident
of Shastri Nagar, who was
admitted to a private hospital since
DEC 28, was found with swine
flu symptoms. “The patient,
Lallan Prasad, is on recovery
path. Inanother case, 50-year old
Rita was tested positive for swine
flu and she is also recuperating
inahospital,” said GK Mishra,
district malaria officer.

2 years after ouster, ex-MLA
Amarpal returns to BSP

GHAZIABAD: Former
Sahibabad MLA Amarpal
Sharma, who is out on bail in
the murder case of a local BJP
functionary in Ghaziabad,
joined BSP on Saturday, nearly
two years after he was
thrown out from the party by
its chief Mayawati. His return
to the party comes on a
crucial day when BSP and the
SP entered into a pre-poll
alliance in UP ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections. Sharma
was elected from Sahibabad
assembly seat on a BSP ticket
in 2012. The party had
declared him as its candidate

Narrow escape for techie, others as
electricity pole crashes on cars in GZB

GHAZIABAD: A31-year-old
software engineer had a narrow
escape after an electricity pole
came crashing down on his car,
barely a couple of minutes after
he had stepped out of the vehicle
to visit a departmental store on
Friday. The accident took place
just behind the zonal office of
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation on the main road
separating Vasundhara sectors
10 and 12. Two more cars
parked near the rear boundary
wall of the municipal corporation
office were damaged in the
collapse of concrete pole. The
bottom portion of the pole fell on
the right side of the engineer’s

Brick kiln owner, contractor
booked for bonded labour

GHAZIABAD: An FIR was
registered on Tuesday evening
against the owner and the
contractor of a brick kiln for
forcing more than 45 persons,
including women and children,
from Badaun district into
bonded labour in Muradnagar.
The complaint was lodged at
Muradnagar police station
after a team of officials from
the district administration,
police and the labour
department visited the brick
kiln located in Mathurapur
village and found labourers
were being made to work there
against their will. The labour
enforcement officer Surendra

Rakesh filed the complaint.
The owner Jitendra Kumar and
contractor Shree Shree have
been booked under IPC
Section 374 (forced labour)
and also under relevant sections
of Uttar Pradesh Gunda
Niyantran Adhiniyam, SC/ST
and Bonded Labour System
(Abolition) Acts. The accused
are yet to be arrested. Talking
to TBC, Rakesh said one of the
labourers Mahesh had filed a
complaint in this regard with the
National Commission for
Scheduled Caste on January 3.
“The labourers were brought
here from Badaun around 10
days back.

car, a Verna, damaging the
driver’s door and the rear-view
mirror completely. Its middle
portion damaged the rear
bumper of a Renault Kwid
belonging to a playschool
teacher while its top end crashed
into the front windshield and
bumper of a Tata Tiago. The
Tiago belongs to one Vipul
Agarwal, director of an
engineering firm that has its
office in a commercial complex

Amrapali buyers
want government to
help in construction

NOIDA: Homebuyers from
multiple Amrapali housing
projects gathered at the
builder’s corporate office in
Sector 62 on Sunday and
demanded that the state
government should facilitate
funds to start construction of
pending projects. The buyers
said they would be staging
continuous protests every
Sunday hereafter till their
demand is not met.
Homebuyers claimed, while
the Supreme Court is resolving
the issue of the debt-ridden
group which has been accused
of diverting funds, the buyers’
state needs to be addressed.

across the road. No one was,
however, injured. According to
eyewitnesses, the incident took
place when an earthmover was
moving near the rear boundary
wall of the municipal
corporation. “The pole got
uprooted as the overhead
electricity cables were stretched
after getting entangled with the
loader of the earthmover. I
would have been crushed if it
had happened a couple of
minutes early because the pole
fell on the driver’s side of my
car,” Agarwal said. All three
vehicle-owners submitted a
complaint at the Indirapuram
police station.

from Sahibabad in the
assembly elections in 2017 too
but showed him the door
barely a few days later,
accusing him of ‘indiscipline’
and ‘anti-party activities’. He,

thereafter, joined the
Congress and contested from
Sahibabad itself on Congress
ticket but lost to Sunil Sharma
of the BJP by a margin of
over 1.5 lakh votes.

Two held with illicit
liquor worth Rs 35
lakh on flyover

NOIDA: Two smugglers were
arrested from near Mahamaya
flyover early Sunday morning
for allegedly smuggling illicit
liquor to Bihar. Police said the
alcohol was marked to be sold
in Haryana. The accused were
identified as Yusuf from Palwal
district of Haryana and Vikas
Jha from Lakhi Saray district
in Bihar. Their accomplice
Billu fled. “We were tipped off
on the movement of a truck
transporting illicit alcohol. The
SHO further added that total
350 cartons of IMFL was
seized which is worth Rs 35
lakh.

Girl fixing clothes line electrocuted

GHAZIABAD: A 14-year-old
girl from Gurgaon who had
gone to her elder sister’s
house in Loni’s SLF Ved Vihar
Colony died of electrocution on
Wednesday when an
aluminium wire that she was
tying on the terrace for drying
clothes touched a high-tension
wire. Her elder sister also
suffered an electric shock but
miraculously survived. The
accident happened around 11
am when Radha Sharma, a
student of class VIII, and her
elder sister Sanjana went to the
terrace for tying the wire. “The
aluminium wire touched the
11kV high tension wire passing
along the building,” a police
official said. Radha was

immediately rushed to Jag
Pravesh Chandra Hospital in
Delhi, where she succumbed to
her injuries. However, no FIR
has been registered in the case
so far as the family has not yet
given a written complaint, said
SHO of Loni police station
Sanjay Verma. But as news of
her death spread in Loni,
residents staged a protest at the
local electricity office in the
evening and forced officials to
shut down power supply in the
area for nearly two hours. They
also demanded compensation
for the victim’s family as well
as replacement of worn out
wires with new ones in the area.
Police had to resort to mild baton
charge to disperse the crowd.
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Ticking bombs in Loni: 11KV wires are just 2ft from their houses

GHAZIABAD: Residents of
DLF Ankur Vihar and SLF Ved
Vihar in Loni are not new to
electric shocks. But three deaths
in the past three months
because of people accidently
touching overhead cables have
prompted the residents to wage
awar of sorts against the power
department. Repeated protests
outside the discom office every
time there is an electrocution in
the area have failed to move the
power department, which is still
thinking of insulating the wires.
So, the residents have now
decided to move court. Both
colonies have scores of low-rise
private buildings that are just 2-
3ft away from high-tension

cables. Saurabh Tiwari, a
relative of Radha, who died in
January this year after coming
in contact with a high-tension

cable, said the power
department’s responsibility was
not limited to paying
compensation after every such
death. “One can gauge their
insensitivity from the fact that no
official from the electricity
department came to enquire
about the death of Radha. They

2 Ghaziabad flyovers to
open partially in March

GHAZIABAD: The
Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) is planning to
partially open the Vasundhara
and Raj Nagar Extension
flyovers in March. The
flyovers, being constructed by
the UP Bridge Corporation,
were supposed to have been
commissioned in January this
year but were delayed by an
administrative ban on all
constructions because of rising
pollution levels. “We are
planning to open two
carrtageways of the
Vasundhara flyover and one of
the Raj Nagar Extension
overbridge in March this year,”

said VN Singh, chief engineer
at the GDA. “We have been
informed by the UP Bridge
Corporation that 70% of the
work on the Vasundhara
flyover is complete and 62%
is over on the one at Raj Nagar
Extension,” he added. Bridge
corporation officials said all 14
pillars of the
Vasundhara flyover had been
laid, of which slabs had been
placed on three.

have always assured that such
accidents would not happen in
the future and the cables would
be moved away from the
houses. But nothing has
happened on the ground,” he
added. Lawyer Mukesh Rajput,
a resident of SLF Ved Vihar,
said: “Despite FIRs against the
electricity department and
numerous representations to the
authorities, no change has taken
place in the colonies. The power
department, in collusion with
private builders, is busy minting
money by installing individual
transformers in front of each
building. The flat buyers are
made to pay a hefty amount for
these transformers, which are

nothing but ticking bombs. We
will soon file a PIL in the
Allahabad high court.” Most of
the 11kV wires that are within
sniffing distance of the buildings
are worn out and pose grave
dangers. “Separate transformers
have been installed in front of
every block in the two colonies
and from them, electrical wires
with 11,000 Volts pass through
the colony. The wires are quite
old and have several joints. The
department should have
replaced them long back. We
have written to the district
administration and the power
department to install one big
transformer in a corner and
provide electricity to colonies.

Same burglar behind recent
Indirapuram thefts?

GHAZIABAD: A spate of
burglaries in Indirapuram has
left police in a tizzy. On January
5, two flat break-ins were
reported from Ashiana Greens
when the owners were away
for winter vacation. On
Wednesday, another burglary
was reported from a ground-
floor flat in the same society
during the afternoon. Both flats
that were burgled on January
5 are adjacent to each other
on the second floor of a low-
rise block in the middle of the
society. The flats belong to
Vikas Srivastava and Vishal
Joshi, both of whom had

returned from their vacations
on January 5. Cash and
jewellery worth Rs 2.5 lakh
were stolen from the flat of
Srivastava, who works with a
private firm in Noida. Loss
from the burglary in the flat of
Vishal, a software engineer,
was comparatively less. “The
thefts were identical. During
investigations, police found the
CCTV camera facing this
block had been turned around,”
SK Singh, a resident, said.
Police suspect the burglar, who
died after falling nine floors in
Amba G Residency, behind the
thefts.

Police link sand miner to Dharmi’s murder

GREATER NOIDA:
Bhupendra Momnathal, son of
the biggest sand mining
racketeer in Gautam Budh
Nagar, who has been under
police lens for the past few
months, has been identified as
the key person behind the
murder conspiracy against
gangster Dharmendra alias
Dharmi. Having arrested two
main accused — Vivek and
Gyanendra— on Wednesday
night, the Noida STF has
identified Bhupendra
Momnathal—whose father
remains in jail after his arrest
and subsequent invoking of
National Security Act against
him—as the main conspirator

in the murder case. Bhupendra
is currently absconding while
Vivek and Gyanendra were
arrested from Mathurapur area
in Dadri around 11.30 pm on
Wednesday. However, the
white Scorpio, owned by
Vivek’s father in which the
men had allegedly abducted
Dharmi, is yet to be recovered.
Bhupendra and his father
Sanjay has been involved in
illegal sand mining near
Yamuna for over a decade. He
was arrested in mid-July, but
he got bail from a court within
two hours of his arrest, even
before the police could think of
invoking NSA against him.
With Bhupendra’s name now

coming to the fore in the
sensational murder case, the
district police is of the view that
it had missed a chance as he
again indulged in criminal
activities after getting the bail
in July. “It was a lost chance.
He could have been booked
under NSA then and there. He
has already built an empire of
sorts in his Greater Noida
village,” an officer said. It has
come to the fore that Vivek is
related to Bhupendra who in
turn works for dreaded
gangster Randeep Bhati and
who apparently threatened
Dharmi over phone through his
men. Rajkumar Mishra, DSP,
STF Noida, told TBC that

Vivek is a relative of
Bhupendra Momnathal whom
he called after a bitter spat
with Dharmi that followed a
road rage that triggered the
deceased’s abduction on
Friday evening. Bhupendra in
turn informed Randeep, who
apparently called up Dharmi
and asked him to mend his
ways. Dharmi allegedly
rebuffed Randeep
which the latter considered as
an “offence” to his influence.
According to an officer, at the
time of his death, Dharmi had
apparently invoked his long-
time association with
Randeep Bhati’s father
Brahmpal.
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Noida farmers lock 50 cows in
school, say they’re eating crops

GREATER NOIDA:
Farmers of a village in
Badalpur locked up nearly 50
stray cows, which have been
apparently destroying their
crops, inside a government
primary school for a few hours
on Sunday afternoon. The
local police intervened and
freed the stray cattle around
4pm. They were sent to a cow
shelter later in the evening. The
farmers of Mahawad
appeared to have been inspired
by their counterparts in
Bhadivar village of Prayagraj,
where at least 100 cows had
been locked up recently in a

Accident left lung exposed
for hours, but man survives,
returns to work

NOIDA: “I told doctors I
wanted to be saved only for my
children,” says Yogendra
Kumar. Kumar is a study in
fortitude. Less than 2 months
ago, the 36-year-old had ended
up with a deep gash on the
chest that had exposed his life
lung. Kumar, who was riding
a bike, had been thrown into
the air when a vehicle hit him
from behind and landed on a
tin sheet. His uncle, who was
riding with him, died on the spot
in the accident on Novermber
23 at Hapur bypass around
6am. But the sight of the lung
sticking out did not send
Kumar into panic.

primary school that had to shift
classes to the playground as the
bovines had crowded the
premises. The farmers of
Mahawad said the stray cattle
had virtually robbed them of
their sleep. “We have to guard
our fields 24X7. What to do?
The cows are destroying the
crops and seeds we are sowing.
We are facing losses up to Rs
50,000 per acre,” said Pramod
Sharma, village pradhan.

Curbing fake call
centres top priority
for new Noida SSP

NOIDA: Former Ghaziabad
SSP Vaibhav Krishna took over
as the new police chief of
Gautam Budh Nagar on
Friday, putting to rest rumours
that his transfer could be
stayed. The order for
Krishna’s transfer had come
late on Monday evening. He
was among 64 police officers
transferred that day. Since
Krishna, a 2010-batch officer,
did not take charge for three
days, speculation was rife in
police circles that his transfer
may be reversed. “Cyber crime
and call centres will be one of
my priorities.

Bawariyas behind two big bank
heists held in Greater Noida

NOIDA: Two sensational bank
robberies that shook Gonda and
Pratapgarh districts two years
ago have been cracked with the
arrest of a father and son,
members of a Bawariya gang,
in a shootout in Greater Noida
on Friday, police said.
According to police, Samay
Singh alias Ashok alias Sibbo
(45) and his son Deepak (22),
who belong to Bharatpur in
Rajasthan, were arrested after
ashootout in the green belt area
at Dadha Road opposite
Rajnigandha factory in Greater
Noida late on Friday. The two
later confessed to police that

Noida aims to solve traffic mess with five more parking lots by May

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
plans to get four underground
and one multi-level parking
ready by May this year, aiming
to solve the city’s traffic mess
around shopping malls, offices
and restaurants. The parking
projects, having a capacity to
accommodate 10,000 cars in
total, will come up in industrial
and commercial areas and in
Film City, which has several
media house. While the four
underground parking projects
are located in industrial areas
in sectors 1, 3, 5 and another
in Film City, the multi-level
facility is being set up next to
the Botanical Garden metro
station. The new multi-level
parking,  which can

Greater Noida gears up for
4-day winter carnival

Greater Noida: The GNIDA
is  making elaborate
arrangements for its four-day
Winter Carnival, scheduled tobe
held between January 25 and
28. The annual event, which has
“Smart and Happy Greater
Noida” as its theme, will include
cultural programmes and
seminars to facilitate citizen
engagement and a sense of
inclusion and community spirit.
A hackathon, science fair,
handicraft fair, carnival parade,
workshops, seminars on smart
technologies and food festivals
are also planned. GNIDA chief
Narendra Bhooshan said all
departments have been

directed to make preparations
in this regard. The programme
will be held in City Park.
GNIDA is also planning to hire
an event management firm for
assistance in organising the
mega programme. The carnival
will be inaugurated on January
25, followed by cultural
programmes and dance
performances from students of
nearby colleges and other
educational institutions. The
science fair in the carnival will
focus on demonstration and
interactive sessions on
emerging technologies, such as
artificial intelligence, virtual
reality, robotics and automation.
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accommodate 7,000 cars, is
being billed as the biggest in
NCR. Started in 2015, the
project is spread across
39,000sqm and has eight floors.
Officials said civil work on this
project was over and all that
was left was fixing electrical
connections. The Noida
Authority hopes the multi-level
facility will bring down parking
woes around Sector 18, where
shoppers flock to the several
malls located there, the main

No RWA, NRI City
buyers at DM door
over maintenance

NOIDA: Residents of NRI City,
ahigh-rise apartment in Greater
Noida, appealed to the district
magistrate to intervene and help
in conducting the RWA elections
in the society so that garbage,
electricity and fire-safety
maintenance can be resumed.
The maintenance and upkeep of
the society has been disrupted
for the last three years because
of internal problems within the
residents following which the
existing RWA system has
collapsed. There has been no
election in over three years and
no one has been made in-charge
to maintain fire-safety, water
and electricity issues.

market and the Atta Market.
Sector 18 already has a multi-
level parking lot that can
accommodate 3,000 cars. But
that hasn’t been able to put an
end to the parking mess around
the area. Observers believe
the administration needs to
instill discipline in drivers, who
prefer to park their vehicles
near shops they intend to visit
if the designated parking is at
a distance. Haphazard parking
has often choked the Sector 18
area on festive days. Rajeev
Tyagi, general manager at
Noida Authority, said CEO
Alok Tandon had issued strict
instructions that all projects
should be completed between
March and May this year.

it was their gang that planned
and executed the murderous
assault on bank staffin Gonda
and Pratapgarh district two
years ago. On October 10,
2017, armed robbers attacked
a team of Allahabad Bank
officials transporting cash
from its Rani Bazaar branch
to its chest in Gonda. The
robbers shot dead a security
guard, Sadik Ali, and took
away Rs 50 lakh. The robbery
was executed by a gang of
five—Samay, Bijua alias Vijay
Singh, his nephew Suraj alias
Karua alias Rajendra, Raju and
Satveer.

Noida police cracks
robbery case involving Rs
2.73 lakh of meat trader

NOIDA: With the arrest of three
persons on Friday, police here
claimed to have cracked the
robbery case involving Rs 2.73
lakh of a meat trader as it
emerged that it was his aide who
had concocted the crime. On
Wednesday, Noor Kaleem, who
lives in Salarpur here, was on his
way along with his aide Irfan on
an e-rickshaw to the Ghazipur
market when two bike-borne
assailants waylaid them around
5.30 am near Sector 78, police
said. Kaleem was carrying Rs
2.73 lakh, which were robbed at
gun-point by the duo who fled the
scene, case was registered at the
Sector49 police station, they said.

Ashram flyover to be extended for
leaping over jam on way to Noida

NEW DELHI: In the near
future, you may be able to
breeze through Ashram Chowk
while driving towards Noida or
the upcoming traffic hub of
Sarai Kale Khan on Ring Road.
The painful bottleneck after the
Ashram flyover is set to
disappear with Delhi
government’s expenditure and
finance committee (EFC) on
Friday approving extension of
the existing flyover right up to
DND Flyway with a loop for
the traffic going towards Sarai
Kale Khan. If a planned
underpass on Mathura Road
below the Metro station for
traffic to move without any

interruption from the
Nizamuddin side towards
Badarpur is also fast-tracked,
the terrible jams at the Ashram
intersection will be only a
distant memory in a few years.
The EFC, chaired by deputy
chief minister and finance
minister Manish Sisodia on
Friday, cleared the extension
which will make your drive to
Noida much faster by reducing
your travel time by at least 15
minutes. The overall traffic
pressure on this stretch of Ring
Road is also expected to
reduce, said officials, with the
ripple effect of long jams
dissipating.
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