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Religious tourism has big
potential to create jobs: Yogi

O
1'1%‘\11“5

e 9 999w Ui
IRETS oy B

TMRREE : 38 e ol
21 W ¥ U8RI @ 7eg b
forT 7R 79 A Ui aRerS
Jecx B 99410 8, Siafh
13 Yce} B U I & &
2| TR S # prendt &
T, AIZTIR ST o
TTfesTeTe Yeld ¥ IS
WR, BIATR SIH H 8YS IS
TR 3R R I F Pradren
P URT SRS ey BH
gAY U 2| Foex BH W
PRHET FHIT F gAd B
fore AfersoR, 77 afed
o HRATg SIGT | RATS
ek B H FARGH & forg
A B W TR B TS
2| Ycex B H I8 d1ell B
3G 7 BT, TAD! <
% fog < 18 TS 2

84 IR T STAT el

BT Uh IR TSk
miorreTe ;- RSter a1 9
N IRH TS G+ dTed
84 T @1 fafda fasar wram
2| gfor a1 9 31fdd g
Pl ST BRI | AL
AR 1959 3R AR
(o) T 2019 #
T R b TET T8
PRATE Bl S | THA
HATHIT I+ g b
TR oS H IR g
P e PR B Sy oy
| gd | A Y MR
g & dgd U dgad
gRe 9o o™ @ 9|
IR GA TR B TS T
SIS H 84 WY IRF TS
R et 8 N9d T |
I fde g 2

BUREAU OFFICE

PRATEEK BHARGAVA
Bureau Chief

12/516, Friends Co-operative

Society Vasundhra,

Ghaziabad (UP)

Mobile +81 8130640011

Email : prateekb@tbcgzb.com

www.thcgzb.com

Contact for Press Release
and Advertisements

(N : o\ AN C
NN RICIEEE S vitdx] dl 'lls

ST DRHT daiI=, Rl 1

A TIST oMl 29 SIFER] DI, Ugel ARUN H 20456 TR BiHAT Bl STy ST JaiA

TRTITETE : el # difde—19
IR g 9 91 I ud
STHERY T TS ST | ST
AZPIA TR B far
T FTener o 3R uisa
=1 garan fi ugel =RT H 20,456
IR HIAT BT JRAT TS
ST | qRIGTR AT
ARY g A Ui e
3R gig ol sRTaTell & b
BT i ggel TR § & IR
TS SR | ki & fesdaR
HIE & 30 F 3T & FHIaT &
foTepT <d gy foTell IR
T IR ® SIBIHRT DY YeH
SIST U STHARY 2021 BT S
P PRI T TR PR ol
T dRIT & SIBIHRT Bl
AN SIST 29 SANT 2021 Pl
T B B AT TR B
TS T dRIE T H & forg
JURATSOR, Asd BRI,
daiIFer, Solded 3flfe &l
Ao By M &1 ff =
a1 forar T B

ASRIAR BT ST wa!

HRAT WA HISH B gelrol H TN & I8
SOIRM VSRIAR &1 MY &8 B A Fefrof
ORI BT Fehell 2 | JFFER A IR AR T

o PO = AT YA U SORI 1 MY e
COVID-19 W gPR PR AT &1 SO BT FANT DRAT
Vaccine HIGHT & BHS 1 HHHIT d&-1 b QR IH THI
— o ST &, T R o H ORI BN oIl
| BUA T 1290240 T BT WA B
| - SOIR BT MR BReT A SHR I faam B

JFRIGR SOIRM BT oIRdl ST IHRT 2|

TR 99 Y BRI o<l
PIfds dRIT e IRIT R 9

R dfT H WRIPR Dles oI WIge
R I 99 & AgH I SUT
PRI ST | ST&T IR DI AT D

D ITAR ATgH oSS Mo

(3TTSUAR) H PRI @M ST |
P 91 Ples o Wisc H daA
P SIBIHROT I Bl faaRa fasan
SITQIMT | STeT ATt &1 Srdhravor

fopam STTaT |

SIBTHROT & foTU 82 %ere fefed

Ugel TROT H 20,456 XARSIBIEAT PI HRIFT I F201d DT Il
I STQT | SIhTaxvl & fory 82 wret fafed faby v €|
D oy G G BT TS € | JeRIT D IERENT P <fbR
W 3o oo e 71T 8 | RTenfiery = 9ari f& Sue
H U R T JaRiIF R Td 29 <l Wk dles o
qrge AU fhy 7g € | fSH A9 &7 SR 9R1 81 T
B IR ¥ A e THUHST 3T Rerd fTet e
TR ¥ MUY | STef S 225 ilex & diel MhoResy |
FeiRa aow | QRIS X@T QT | $%9e ey & A

Ples I Wige H e gs fthoex AU 17 g

iIC FeR—Ueh DI A IR, TE W

T WIBR §GTs ST SRIATN

AfREEE : Hed Td ool Hel &
e R Uh & A US el Pl
B T TET & | W H IR DI G
T | AT o9 HS b e R Uh
BT GTRe [FHI0T 6 R faam T
T e R Wl 3R TR
TRETT BT ST o arett U
TS ST | 1T & 9 & U
3TN el I BRATEA alel Ry
TIIT TG | SAfReeTe et #e
I IIC &R QT UBel & a1 gall
o7 i Uh HaR TIc SToR &
T AT S T IS Pl
QIO BepT o7 | 39 XU X
BT B Yoo A A1 7Sl BT UdH
R I §5 B AT | Hel ¥ o7
ST dTel SIRT IS SeR a7 3 37—
B 2| IB Aibl 39 I BT 0T
H A g e W T | 39
IR I PI 3R AET AHEH

R ST | 9I€ 6T U AIE H
&1 f3m SITQ | BIifh e |
T ST T T T Geld T
ST U NeT BT I & AT T
RET M G RN | AlfdEs
Heoll He! Aferd faeds AR 1
AR & e s & 918 S9
TR YITaROT SHARET0T T el Bl
SO | 59 T &1 9Ie & I’T
WAl S8 TR el X STeT |
T H S¥efaT N G S |

Five arrested for proxy appearance
in competitive exams for govt jobs

GHAZIABAD: Five
youths, including a
BTech dropout, were
arrested for appearing
in central and state
government competitive exams
on behalf of the actual
candidates on Monday from near
Chipiyana Gate under Kotwali
police station’s jurisdiction.
Police said the “solver” gang
was headed by Rajnarayan
Pratap Singh (27), a resident of
Firozabad and a second-year
BTech dropout from an institute
in Bhopal. His aides were
identified as Rajdeep (30), Rahul
(28), Surendra (25), all residents
of Firozabad and Kuldeep (21), a
resident of Farrukhabad. They
have been booked under IPC

Sections 420
(cheating), 406
(criminal breach of
trust), 467 (forgery of
valuable security, will,
etc), 468 (forgery for purpose of
cheating) and 471 (whoever
fraudulently or dishonestly uses
as genuine). Police said that the
gang targeted over 100 people
and earned several crores in this
manner. While Singh is wanted
in a similar case registered
against him in Agra since 2019,
his aides had gone to jail for
similar crimes in the past. SP
(City) Abhishek Verma said that
further investigation is on to
check the veracity of mark
sheets and other certificates
recovered from them.
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EDITORIAL

Green over brown: On
India's climate goals

India asserted at the virtual Climate Ambition Summit, co-
convened by the UN to mark five years of the Paris Agreement,
that it is well on its way to not just fulfilling its national pledge
on emissions reduction, but exceeding the commitment. The
performance, outlined by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, rests
primarily on the estimated present reduction of emissions
intensity by 21% over 2005 levels (the goal is between 33% and
35% of GDP by 2030), and the twin pillars of renewable energy
and higher forest cover. Indeed, the Emissions Gap Report 2020
of the UNEP includes India among nine G20 members who are
on track to achieve their unconditional commitments under the
Paris pact, based on pre-COVID-19 projections. Significantly,
the G20 bloc as a whole, responsible for 78% of greenhouse gas
emissions (GHG), was not expected to meet its pledges, but
some countries and the EU as a group announced higher ambition
at the summit. The brief reduction in global GHG emissions
brought about by the pandemic has given all countries an
opportunity to review their development trajectories. The
unprecedented event has enabled them to deploy an
extraordinary fiscal stimulus for rehabilitation of economies —
estimated at $12 trillion globally — making green growth a
possibility. India faces a particular challenge, in moving its
pandemic rehabilitation spending away from traditional brown
sector policies aligned with fossil fuel use to green territory.

At the recent summit, Mr. Modi took credit for expansion of
forests, which, according to the national pledge under the Paris
Agreement, will serve as a carbon sink of 2.5 bn to 3 bn tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent by 2030. This is a key goal, given
that it has multiple benefits, protecting biodiversity, influencing
the climate system and providing resources for communities.
But it is fraught with uncertainty. The Centre has questioned the
veracity of State afforestation data and said only a fourth of the
claims they made were deemed credible. Clearly, without a
cohesive policy on verifiable afforestation, the carbon sink
approach may yield poor dividends, with questions hanging
over the spending. Achieving 100 gigawatts of solar power
capacity within the overall renewables goal, from 36 GW now,
needs a steep scale-up that must actively promote rooftop solar
installations. There is little evidence that this is a high priority
for most States. Transport-related emissions, which are a major
component of the whole, have risen sharply in the unlock phase
of the pandemic as people prefer personal vehicles, but the issue
received little support from States which failed to reorder cities
for cycling and pedestrianisation. Large-scale agriculture
insurance against climate disasters also needs attention. In the
year that remains before countries meet at the UN Climate Change
conference in Glasgow in 2021, India needs to focus on future
emissions and plan green investments that qualify for global

climate funding.  -By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Man held in Ghaziabad for
throwing acid at woman

GZB: A 26-year-old man who
allegedly threw acid at a woman
in Muradnagar on Saturday was
later arrested. The accused,
Sirajudin (26), from Meerut, is the
woman’s brother-in-law. Police
said he was in a relationship with
the 23-year-old. “The man
wanted to marry her but her
parents had fixed her marriage
with someone else and recently,
the victim had started avoiding
the youth. This made Sirajudin
angry,” Iraj Raja, SP (rural) said.
The woman is stable and is
recuperating in a Delhi hospital.

foTeler w® wHfdi &
eI O e faumis

AR fIEgd SuHRBRT @1
TR & FHEI Y AT Pl
ABR G fRd T
TR g T A fASTeler W)
THIPT B AT O | SBH
hal HYDhIN BEII‘IHfEIUI. q
Yonfcrt a1 fastelt faalt # 82
T W ® & MW SUHRHT
T fasten 9t &l et &
A W Bl off J&T 21 S|
Pl fh 99 I TRAR faoiell
9 & =e1 @1 Be el il | 79
Th Pls A SYIRHT 30T faa
ST A B | 39 AR STRTUN
@ ial & SHHRHT HIGG E |

TIRUPATI lltﬁf(l-llﬂ.l[ll

Ghaziabad, 13 December to 19 December 2020

Key underpass to ease Noida-GZB commute will miss 2020 deadline

NOIDA: The much-awaited
underpass at Sector 51-52 and 71-
72 intersection, which was
planned to ease traffic from Wave
City Centre metro station towards
Noida Extension, will miss its
December 2020 deadline. With
over 80% of the work completed,
it is now expected to be ready by
January-end or early February
next year. Covid lockdown and the
recent National Green Tribunal
(NGT) regulations on construction
activities, including slow digging
to avoid dust pollution, have been
cited as reasons behind the slow
pace of work. Mukesh Vaish,
senior manager of Noida
Authority, said that no work was
carried out during the lockdown.
“Later, NGT regulated the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)

ACS checks Covid
vaccine preparedness

NOIDA: Additional chief
secretary health Amit Mohan
Prasad in an online meeting with
district health and
administration department on
Monday took stock of Covid
vaccine inoculation
preparedness. He said a final
decision on the type of vaccine,
dosage etc, will be intimated in
due time. Till then, at the
district level preparation at both
booth level and storage facility
should be kept ready, directed
Prasad during the online
meeting. “All preparedness,
including site identification,
should be kept ready. Senior
citizens, pregnant women and
children should avoid public
places and maintain strict
adherence to Covid protocols
of mask, social distancing and
sanitisation till the vaccine is
available,” said ACS Prasad in
the meeting.

and put further restrictions on
construction activity to prevent
dust and air pollution. Even now,
we are working at a slow pace to
prevent dust pollution. We also
take breaks to regularly water the
area as per the guidelines,” he said.
The 780-metre-long six lane
underpass, which is being built by
the Noida Authority at Rs 52.58
crore through its contractor M/s
ITD Cementation India Ltd, was

commissioned on June 14 last year
. “We have used push box
technique to build this underpass.
The intersection will benefit the
commuters immensely once it’s
ready and opened for public,”
said Rajeev Tyagi, the general
manager of Noida Authority. The
sector 51-52 and 71-72
intersection was a major traffic
congestion point as it witnessed
heavy traffic flow from Sector 62
and beyond on one side leading
all the way up to the entry point
of Ghaziabad, and from Wave city
centre metro station to Greater
Noida west on the other side.
Once ready, the underpass will
also benefit the new of Sectors
from 74 to 79. It comprises mostly
of apartment complexes and group
housing societies.

From Jewar to Palwal, protesters
stop collection of toll on highways

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: Farmers
overpowered staff at all major toll
plazas on the Eastern Peripheral
Expressway and NH-34 on
Saturday, allowing vehicles to
pass without paying fees, as they
sought to intensify protests
against the three new farm laws.
However, they were stopped by
the Noida police at Yamuna
Expressway’s Jewar toll and
briefly at the Palwal plaza by
Haryana Police. Those protesting
at UP Gate also stopped NHAI
from charging toll at the toll plazas
on Delhi-Meerut Expressway,
NH-9 and EPE. At least eight toll
plazas of EPE, including Beel
Akbarpur, Dasna, Sirsa, Maujpur,
Kundli, Baghpat, Duhai and
Palwal, and the Luharli toll of NH-
34 were made toll free by the
protesters, helping thousands of
commuters evade toll from as early
as 9am till 4pm. A group, led by
BKU-Tikait, had reached the Beel

Akbarpur and Sirsa toll plazas of
EPE around 9 am, and the same
team was later joined by the outfit’s
youth wing president Gaurav
Tikait, who headed towards the
Palwal toll plaza. After being
stopped by the Haryana cops
before the Palwal plaza, the second
group had a standoff with the
police. They were, however, later
allowed to go ahead with the
protest. Sunil Pradhan, GB Nagar
spokesperson for the outfit, said
the Haryana cops were possibly
alerted due to the inputs shared
by the Noida police, resulting in a
verbal clash with the farmers who
occupied one carriageway.

Camels used at marriages in Greater Noida, activists seek action

GREATER NOIDA: Camels
decked up with accessories being
used for rituals at marriages in
Greater Noida, have become the
latest talk of the town with animal
activists calling for a ban on the
practice. Days after two camels
were caught while being
transported to a wedding function
in Dankaur area, a video of camels
allegedly being used at another
wedding function in Dadri area on
Thursday has gone viral resulting
in the activists calling for an action
against those hiring the animals.
In the video, the camels -all decked
up with accessories- can be seen
seated outside the wedding venue
in Dadri. The incident pertains to
Thursday night when the camels
were brought to the wedding
being organised at a marriage

home in Dadri. Some onlookers
who saw the camels seated
outside the venue captured the
incident on tape after the groom’s
side completed the “chadhat
ritual.” Activists of the local unit
of the People for Animals (PFA)
have complained against the
organisers stating that it was the
second such case where camels
were used for entertainment at
weddings in less than one week.
PFA activist Pragati Khanna told
TBC that they saw the tweet and

flagged it to the police on twitter.
"We got to know about the video
and asked the police to take
action in the case. They have
promised action but there is no
headway so far," she said. Dadri
SHO Rajvir Singh Chauhan told
TBC that they are aware of the
incident and it was found that the
camels were used for the chadat
ritual (when the groom sits on a
horse traditionally but the locals
were using camels instead) at the
groom’s side. "Information was
received and it was not that the
camels were being used for
entertainment. Some nomadic
tribes tend to bring the camels
from Rajasthan to UP and the
locals hire them for some money.
We are looking into the incident,"
he said.
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This Greater Noida Vlllage is taklng to organic farming, one plot at a time

GREATERNOIDA: Around 15-20
km from Noida lies Bhanauta, a
village with 20 acres of arable land,
which is slowly taking up organic
farming. Almost half of the
plantation area now has natural
manure and pesticides. With time,
more villagers, or ‘progressive
farmers’, are taking up organic
farming. And some of the farms
are even open to city residents
who want to grow their own
vegetables. The experiment
started in Bhanauta— a 30-minute
drive from Noida — a few years
ago with Greater Noida-based
green activist Vikrant Tongad
converting his own piece of land
into an organic farm. “I had started
it as an experiment to see how
natural manure, based on cow
dung and pesticides made of herbs
and neem, work. Slowly, people

started taking interest and I
started getting residents to come
to the farm. It has now become a
community farming hub. At least
nine families source vegetables
from this one farm and the family
members also come and work on

the farm themselves,” Tongad
said. “There is a nominal fee that
they pay for renting the farm and
hiring gardeners to do the heavy-
lifting. Now, after the success of
my farm, many others have started
converting their plots into organic
ones. We hope that the entire
village will take up this model of

Hospitals list 21,000 workers for Covid vaccine

NOIDA: From creating lists of
frontline workers to setting up of
cold storage units, Noida is
gearing up for Covid vaccination
drives. As many as 21,543
healthcare workers, including
doctors, in GB Nagar have been
registered for the first phase of
administering the vaccine when
it arrives, officials said on
Sunday. The workers are from 69
government hospitals and
facilities, including primary
health centres, community health
centres, District Hospital, Noida
Covid Hospital (NCH) and 410
private hospitals. “We have
completed the registration of
over 20,000 workers. We are
noting down their details.
Besides, we are prepared to store
the vaccines at 14 cold chain
points across all health centres,
PHCs, CHCs, including one at

District Hospital in Sector 30,”
said Dr Deepak Ohri, CMO, GB
Nagar. He added that there will
be an online additional chief
secretary-level meeting on
Monday “where a review of the
preparedness at the district-level
will be undertaken and guidelines
for the implementation of the
vaccination, including the
number of booths required, will
be discussed”. District
immunisation officer, Dr Neeraj
Tyagi, who is in charge of vaccine
registration in GB Nagar, said
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) helped in the registration
process.

growing healthy food,” he adds.
On the farm spread over four
acres, tomatoes, cauliflower,
radish, potatoes and spinach are
grown. At an adjacent plot, a “food
forest” has been created with a mix
fruits, flowers and vegetables.
Most of Bhanauta has a lot of
construction now with only
serpentine lanes left between
houses to navigate one’s way.
“Most of the houses are expanding
because families are growing.
There are around 100 families in
Bhanauta now. The total land in the
village was around 100 acres, but it
has shrunk over the years. The total
arable land available in the villages
is about 20 acres. So, as part of a
conservation initiative and to
develop community farming, we are
propagating this idea,” Tongad
said. He added that traditional

farmers take time to get convinced
about the newer ways of doing
things. “But we, the new
generation of farmers, have taken
this up as a method of progressive
farming and many are now taking
to the new ideas,” Tongad said.
Another farmer in Bhanauta,
Sukhbir Tongad, has converted
half-an-acre of his plot into an
organic farm. “I started with a small
slice of my agricultural land. Slowly
and surely, more people are taking
up organic farming in Bhanauta and
we plan to convert the entire village
land into an organic farmland.
People from the younger
generation are open to new
experiments and it is working well,”
Sukhbir said. Vikrant Tongad said
people come to Bhanauta from as
far as Vasant Kunj in Delhi to see
the farms and work in them.

Denied food, ex-MP’s gunner fires at dhaba

GREATER NOIDA: The gunner
of a former Firozabad MP of the
Samajwadi Party allegedly
opened fire at the manager and
employees of a dhaba after they
allegedly refused to give him and
his three friends food after
closure of the eatery late on
Friday night. The four friends
have been arrested, police said.
Sonu Bhati, the gunner of former
MP Akshay Yadav had reached
the dhaba in the Kasna area
around 12.30am, along with his
three friends, and demanded that
the eatery employees serve them
food. However, the dhaba owner
Amit refused to serve food to
them, saying that it was closing
time for them. “This led to an
argument between Amit and
Sonu and his friends, following
which the gunner fired two
gunshots at the eatery owner and

his employees. Fortunately, no
one sustained any injuries in the
firing. At the time, around 15
people were present at the
dhaba,” Kasna SHO Vivek Trivedi
told TBC. Amit and his employees
ran in different corners to save
themselves and informed the
local police, after which a team of
Kasna cops arrived and arrested
the four accused. Apart from
constable Sonu, who is attached
to the Firozabad police lines, his
friends — Satendra Bhati, Shivam
Singh and Durgesh — have been
arrested. While Sonu and
Satendra belong to Greater
Noida’s Dankaur area, Shivam is
from Meerut and Durgesh from
Firozabad. Additional DCP
(Greater Noida) Vishal Pandey
said that the accused have been
booked under IPC sections 307 ,
504 and 34 (common intention).

Dip in ICU cases, but many have rare comorbidities
"'-\_.i_

NOIDA/GREATER NOIDA: The
number of Covid patients
admitted to ICU wards at various
hospitals in Noida and Greater
Noida has been on the decline,
but there is a major issue that
they still have to grapple with —
comorbidities. While the
government's Covid facilities
have seen a drop to under 16
patients, the number is
marginally higher at under 18 in
most private hospitals. As per the
data shared by the hospital
authorities, most of the patients
admitted in ICU wards are over
50 years of age and some of them
are being treated for additional
problems, including rare
comorbidities. Some of the major
issues that the Covid patients
have complained of include
alveolar microlithiasis (a disorder

in which tiny fragments of
calcium phosphate accumulate in
the small air sacs), patients with
one kidney, Wegner’s
granulomatosis (inflammation of
the blood vessels in nose, throat,
lungs and kidneys), cellulitis (a
serious bacterial skin infection
leading to skin inflammation) and
appendicitis. Currently, the
Government Institute of Medical
Sciences (GIMS) has 16 patients
in its ICU ward, while the Sharda
hospital in Greater Noida and
Noida Covid Hospital in Sector

39 have 10 patients each. In
private hospitals, too, the number
of patients in ICU has gone down.
There are eight patients in Fortis
ICU, 18 in Prakash Covid hospital
and 106 out of 172 (total admitted)
in Yatharth Covid hospital in
Noida extension. In most of these
facilities, nearly five to 10
patients are admitted with
uncommon comorbid conditions.
“We have eight patients on
dialysis, two patients with single
kidneys, one patient whose
kidney has been transplanted,
two cancer patients and 27
patients with a cardiac history.
We are also treating patients with
ITP (Idiopathic Thrombocytic
Purpura). It’s a kind of blood
disorder characterised by an
abnormal decrease in the number
of platelets in the blood and

Wegner’s granulomatosis, which
is inflammation of the blood
vessels in the nose, throat, lungs
and kidneys). Also, a 16-year-old
Covid patient underwent surgery
for perforated appendicitis,” said
Dr Sunil Kumar, medical
superintendent at Yatharth
hospital. Fortis hospital has
treated a patient for alveolar
microlithiasis. At Sharda hospital,
of the 10 Covid patients admitted
in the ICU, five are getting treated
for kidney-related ailments, one of
them is an asthma patient who has
had hip-replacement surgery, one
of them is getting treated for
Cellulitis, and another one was
given treatment for
Thrombocytopenia. “Along with
Covid treatment, all these patients
will be treated till their uncommon
conditions are resolved.
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Religious tourism has

big

potential to create jobs: Yogi

GHAZIABAD: Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath inaugurated the
Kailash Mansarovar Bhavan in
Indirapuram on Saturday evening
and laid the foundation for 29
other projects that would be built
for Rs 750 crore across the city.
The chief minister said the
bhavan would serve as a transit
spot for religious tourism in the
country and also create
employment opportunities for the
youth. “Religious tourism has
immense potential to open up
avenues for employment. Kailash
Mansarovar Bhavan should be
developed into such a spot.
Apart from catering to the
religious beliefs of the people, it
should also serve as avenue for
employment,” he added. He made

16-year-old raped on way
back home from wedding

GNOIDA: A Class XI student
returning from a wedding was
allegedly raped by a youth in a
Jewar village on Friday. The
accused has been arrested, police
said. Additional DCP (Greater
Noida) Vishal Pandey said that
the youth aged about 18 years
“is known to the girl since he
stays in her neighbourhood”.
“He was arrested after the girl’s
family alleged that she was raped
by the youth while returning from
the function,” another police
official said. In yet another case, a
woman was allegedly blackmailed
by a YouTuber who allegedly raped
her after spiking her drinks and
videographed the act. The woman
told cops that she allegedly gave
the accused Rs 13 lakh after he had
threatened to circulate the video
on social media.

an oblique reference to the
farmers’ agitation on Delhi’s
borders, but without naming the
protesters. “There is an attempt
to create a law and order problem
across the country. Despite this,
there is a bigger force at play that
is committed to maintaining the
country’s unity and its core
beliefs,” Yogi said. The chief
minister heaped praise on the
Ghaziabad administration for its
efforts to tackle the Covid
situation.

Doctors in NCR, many cities oppose surgeries by Ayush practitioners

GURUGRAM/NOIDA: OPD
services at many private and state-
run facilities were hit across the
National Capital Region (NCR) and
several cities across the country
as doctors lent support to the
Indian Medical Association’s
nationwide strike against the
Centre’s move to allow post-
graduate ayurveda practitioners to
be trained to perform surgical
procedures. The IMA said nearly
3.5 lakh doctors across the country
withdrew OPD as well as non-
emergency and non-Covid
services during the 12-hour strike
from 6am to 6pm. In Gurgaon,
nearly 1,000 doctors associated
with the IMA carried out a protest
in 25 hospitals, including Medanta,
Artemis, Columbia Asia and Paras.
Only emergency services and
intensive care units remained

operational. Many doctors sported
black ribbons while performing
their duties. Some doctors TBC
spoke to said the Centre’s move
would be detrimental to the health
of the public at large and to the
ancient science of ayurveda as
well. “The decision is absurd. It
will wreak havoc and encourage
an unscientific mix of different
medical specialities. It would be
wise to encourage ayurveda and
other traditional forms of medicine
to conduct research in their own
fields,” said Dr MP Jain, president,

Noida: Upset with move to open road, 400 leave BKU

NOIDA: Around 400 supporters
of Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)-
Bhanu left the outfit on Monday
after its president reopened the
Noida-Delhi carriageway of the
link road on Saturday. More than
35 of those who have left were
office bearers. Stating that the
decision to reopen the lane was
taken without consulting core
committee members, the farmers
said they were hurt and the move
has weakened the protest. On
Sunday, TBC had reported that
after a meeting with a five-member
delegation of BKU-Bhanu, Union
defence minister Rajnath Singh
and agriculture minister Narendra
Singh Tomar, the outfit had
decided to reopen the Noida-
Delhi stretch of the link road
shifting the protest to a smaller
portion of the road. “We are hurt.
The president has weakened the

CBRE to be consultant, draw up
blueprint for ambitious Film City

GNOIDA: CBRE, the global
commercial real estate services
company, was on Monday
appointed consultant for the UP
government’s ambitious Film City
planned in Greater Noida, the
second largest infrastructure
project in the region after the
international airport in Jewar. CBRE,
said officials, has been given the
task of preparing the detailed
project report and drawing up a
plan to make the Infotainment-cum-
Film City—planned over 1,000 acres,
just 6km from the site of the
upcoming airport — financially
viable and successful. CBRE was
chosen from among four
companies that were shortlisted to
prepare a blueprint for the Film City
after technical and price bid
evaluations. “The consultant has

g b-_-_: i =

been given a 60-day window to
compile the detailed feasibility
study. It should get ready before
February 13,” said Arun Vir Singh,
CEO ofthe YEIDA, the government
agency that is in charge of the
project. In its presentation to
YEIDA last Friday, officials shared,
CBRE shared four case studies.
While two of them were of large
theme parks being planned in
Bengaluru and Hyderabad, the
other two focused on a film studio
in Dublin and a sound stage in
California.

struggle for the farmers and this
is backstabbing the farmers.
Being helpless, we have decided
to resign from the BKU-Bhanu,”
said a statement from those who
resigned on Monday. BC

Pradhan, former district
spokesperson, BKU-Bhanu, who
resigned from the outfit, said:
“This issue was linked to the
entire farmer community.
Whatever decision they took, it
should have been taken after
speaking to everyone. The
decision was taken in a hurry and
later, the president claimed it was

about his reputation.” Other than
Pradhan, the outfit’s national
secretary Begraj Gurjar, district
coordinator Ramkesh Gurjar, state
president legal Latsahab Lohia,
youth wing vice-president Vikas
Gurjar, Noida city president Arun
Sharma, district general secretary
Subhash Bhati, Noida
coordinator Prem Singh Bhati,
district vice president Sundar
Baba, youth wing Noida
president Koshender Yadav,
Noida district secretary Rajbir
Mukhiya, Noida district
president Mangeram Sharma,
district (transport cell) Noida
vice-president Santram Awana,
Bisrakh block head Gajraj
Numberdar, Noida secretary
Raeesuddin, district secretary
Yuva morcha Kapil Bhati and
Gijhore village head Anil Kumar
have also resigned.

IMA Gurugram. Association
secretary Rajesh Kataria said the
IMA would be forced to intensify
the protests “to preserve the
health of future generations” if
the government’s notification is
not withdrawn. In Noida, patient
footfall at several major private
hospitals, such as Apollo, Metro,
Prakash and Fortis, was low as
most of the 500-odd private OPDs
and clinics participated in the
strike. “No appointments were
taken and only emergency or
direct walk-in cases were
addressed,” said Ayush Chauhan
of Prakash Hospital, which
handles 150-200 patients daily at
its OPD. The Metro Hospital OPD
also saw its footfall reduced to a
third, to less than 100, informed
Dr Kanika Kanwar, its medical
director.

Swachh rankings: How Noida
plans to reach out to you

NOIDA: To improve its ranking
in Swachh Survekshan
(cleanliness survey), the Noida
Authority in the past fortnight
has intensified its citizen
outreach programme and
launched various exercises to
connect with residents. Besides,
the authority is now banking on
eight initiatives regarding
cleanliness that it has taken in
the city. Based on its 3R principle
reduce, reuse, recycle the
initiatives have been rolled out
in phases over the past three
years. For the citizen engagement,
the first drive that launched on
December 1 for communities,
residents welfare associations,
apartment owners associations,
schools, colleges, industries,
institutions  as
individuals.

well as

Writings on wall to laser show: At this park, a trip back to Vedic period

Noida: The Noida Authority will
develop a 12-acre park in Sector
78 that will have the four Vedas
as its theme. Officials said the
park, being billed as the first such
in the country, will have 50,000
types of plants and shrubs that
find mention in the holy
scriptures. These apart, the park
will also have 1,250 trees such as
banyan, kalpavriskh, neem,
coconut etc. It will also have a
wall with highlights from the four
Vedas — Rigveda, Yajurveda,
Samaveda and Atharvaveda —
and include sculptures of ancient
Indian sages. The entire area
would be divided into seven
zones, each bearing the name of
a saint — Kashyap, Bhardwaj,
Gautam, Atri, Vashisht,
Vishwamitra and Agastya. The
Authority will also make
arrangements for laser shows,

apart from an open gym,
restaurants and an amphitheatre.
The project, tenders for which
have already been floated, is
estimated to cost Rs 30 crore and
work is expected to begin in
January next year. Officials said
the park was likely to be called
Veda Van. There are also plans to
light up the park with solar
energy. “This will be the
country’s first park based on the
theme of Vedas. Apart from
information on the holy
scriptures, it will also contain
details about ancient Indian
sages. Entry to the park will be
free,” said Indu Prakash, officer
on special duty at the Noida
Authority. Prakash said that of
the Rs 30 crore set aside for the
project, Rs 6.5 crore would be
spent by the horticulture
department for planting saplings

while the remaining amount
would be used on civil and
electrical work. “The park will
depict information on the four
Vedas on its walls, while the
plants, shrubs and other green
elements will be those that have
found mention in the scriptures.
These include about 50,000
varieties of plants and shrubs and
about 1,250 organic trees,” said
Prakash. The official said the park
would mostly cater to group
housing societies in the
neighbouring sectors 74-79.
“There are plans for laser shows,
open  gym,  restaurants,
amphitheatre, etc. The park will
have seven parts named after our
sages — Kashyap, Bhardwaj,
Gautam, Atri, Vashisht, Vishwamitra
and Agastya,” said Prakash. Work
on the project is expected to begin
sometime in January next year.
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