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SHO among three cops
booked for taking Rs ...
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Ghaziabad DM fines
himself for wasting water

GHAZIABAD: The district
magistrate on Tuesday
imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 on
130 officials and staff, including
himself, whose office is located
at District Collectorate, after
he found that a large quantity
of water was overflowing
from a water tank installed just
behind his office. There are 30
senior officials and each one
of them has paid Rs 100
towards the fine, while the
remaining 100 staff members
deposited Rs 70 each. DM
Ajay Shankar Pandey said the
money would be used for steps
being taken to conserve water.
The defect in the water tank
has also been rectified. "It is
the responsibility of everyone
to save the water. At present,
Jal Shakti Abhiyan is going on

in the country and efforts are
being made to save water from
all sources. I have several
times issued directives to
various department to take
measures to save water. The
fine will hopefully make
officials more aware towards
their responsibilities. As [ am
the senior most official here, it
is also my responsibility," he
added. The incident came to
the DM’s notice on Monday
morning soon after he reached
office. According to his two-
decade-old habit, he swept his
office room on his own with a
broom. Afterwards, when he
went to the restroom, located
next to his office, he heard the
sound of water flowing to the
ground. He asked his staff to
find out the reason behind this.
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EDITORIAL

Peace and justice:
On Ayodhya verdict

There comes a time when the need for peace and closure
is greater than the need for undoing an injustice. In allowing
atemple to come up through a government-appointed trust
at the disputed site in Ayodhya, the Supreme Court has
apparently chosen a path most conducive to social harmony.
To compensate the Muslim litigants, who were deprived of
the centuries-old Babri Masjid through an illegal act of
demolition, the court has asked for the allotment of a five-
acre plot of land elsewhere in Ayodhya that may be used
for building a new mosque. That this is more of moral
consolation by way of a political compromise and less of
adjudication in recognition of their religious rights is obvious.
The final award will always be a source of discomfiture
for those to whom closure goes beyond ensuring peace in
a communally polarised environment. But what is most
welcome about the 1,045-page verdict of a Bench of five
judges is its unanimity. For, it sends out a message that the
judiciary has, with a single mind, ventured to give legal
burial to a prolonged dispute that began as a minor litigation,
expanded into a divisive political cause, and became a
festering wound on the body-politic for years. The fact
that the case is over at last must come as great relief to all
peace-loving people.

This sense of relief masks the bitter truth that the fear of a
Hindu backlash if there was an adverse verdict was
genuine. After nearly three decades of unrelenting pursuit
of communal polarisation, the majoritarian, revanchist forces
in the country have fatigued their secular adversaries into
passive acquiescence. The Bench indeed has done well to
record its revulsion at two incidents that represented an
onslaught on the psyche of secular India: the desecration
of the masjid in 1949 when Hindu idols were planted
surreptitiously under its central dome, and the planned
destruction of the whole structure by the foot soldiers of
Hindutva on December 6, 1992. But what is most
disappointing about it is that the relief spelt out by the Bench
may amount to legitimising the very demolition it
unequivocally condemns. Having declared that the suits
are representative of the two communities, organised
violence by one party ought not to have been ignored. It is
common knowledge that the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, which
spearheaded the temple movement with the active backing
of the Bharatiya Janata Party and organised the demolition
of the mosque, got a foothold in the litigation through an
individual who represented the deity, Ram Lalla, as “a next
friend” in a fresh suit filed in 1989.

A reading of the judgment reveals that the outcome is not
wholly in line with the evidentiary conclusions the court
itself reaches. It notes that archaeological evidence —
procured only because excavation was made possible by
the demolition and as such not available to the parties at
the time of institution of the suits— only shows the existence
of a 12th century Hindu religious structure underneath, but
does not prove any demolition or explain what happened in
the intervening centuries. It acknowledges that namaz was
offered at the mosque between 1857 and 1949, and declares
that Muslims did not abandon it, but offers no relief even
though their religious rights stand proved.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Duo broke into 50 flats in six months, held

GHAZIABAD: Two men
were arrested on Friday for
allegedly breaking into houses
in several societies. Police said
the two men had broken into
at least 50 houses in the city
over the past six months and
decamped with jewellery, cash
and electronic items. Police
claimed that with their arrest,
they have solved over a dozen
theft cases in Ghaziabad. The
arrested men include Kamil,
the gang leader from Sambhar
town in Jaipur, and Rajesh
Dubey, a resident of Delhi.
Four others are absconding.

On October 7, they had stolen
cash and jewellery worth Rs 40
lakh from a businessman’s
house. Police claimed to have
recovered jewellery worth Rs 20
lakh and Rs 5 lakh cash from
the two. Umesh Bahadur Singh,
the SHO of Sihani Gate police
station, said, ‘“We had leads from
CCTV footage in one of the
crime scenes in which the two
were seen scouting the houses.
They would stroll in societies
and if guards stopped them, they
would tell fake names. They
broke into locked houses within
20-25 minutes where they would

New road kicks up dust,
residents want grass on sides

Noida: With the growing risk
of health problems caused by
dust pollution, residents of 7x
sectors have demanded
landscaping on both sides of
the newly built road from
Antriksh Golf View 1 and 2
to Hanuman Murti Road,
leading up to the Sector 101
metro station road. “The road
connects sectors 78 and 79 to
the Sector 101 main metro
station road. Sector 76
onwards, the road is also
called Dadri Road. We are
concerned about the dust
pollution from both sides of the
road, which is a dusty
kuchcha stretch. No
concretisation has been done
till now,” said Devender Singh
Rathore, a resident of JM

Jewar airport developer to
be picked in January, first
phase to have two runways

GNOIDA/NEW DELHI:
The bidding process to select
a developer for the Jewar
international airport crystallised
into a four-horse race on
Wednesday between leading
aviation and corporate
heavyweights. The four
shortlisted technical bids
belong to Delhi International
Airport Ltd (DIAL), Zurich
Airport AG, Anchorage
Infrastructure (backed by the

Canada-based  Fairfax
Holdings) and Indian
conglomerate Adani

Enterprises. The companies
were picked from a pool of 20
that had participated in the bid
floated on May 30 this year.

|
Orchid in Sector 76. Work o
the drains on both sides of the
road has been incomplete.
“Nobody can cross the road
without breathing in the dust
... This is a health hazard for
the residents, who complain of
breathing problems,” said
Brijesh Sharma, a Sector 78
resident. On Sunday, Kunwar
Pal Singh, a junior engineer
with the horticulture
department of Noida
Authority, visited Sector 78 to
hear them out.

only steal items like cash,
jewellery, watches, etc. that
were easier to carry in their
bags,” said Singh, adding that
they would also carry weapons
along with them, but never used
them in any of the theft cases.
The SHO said that the case has
thrown light on the lapses in
security of highrises and the
police department will issue an
advisory to residents welfare
associations (RWAs) and
apartment owners associations
(AOAs) to strengthen the
security in order to avoid such
cases.

Supreme Court order is
a step towards clarity,
say Wish Town buyers

NOIDA: The Supreme
Court’s order has evoked
varying responses from
homebuyers of Wish Town
project. While some buyers
have claimed this is a step
forward to clarity, others
have expressed their dismay
over the long wait they have
been subjected to once
again before a resolution
comes about. “Same
participants are being asked
to submit bids again and
again. Why is it taking so
long to decide on the final
bidder? We are disappointed
with the court’s order,
because this takes us once
again from where we
started” said Krishan Mitroo,
a Wish Town buyer.

Noida projects need UP relief to get central funds

NOIDA: The Centre’s Rs
25,000-crore relief fund is as
of now out of reach for most
critical housing projects in
Noida, areal estate market that
badly needs a bailout, because
most of them don’t make the
cut on viability, a key eligibility
clause that a project must pass
to be entitled to the benefits of
the fund. What’s making most
housing projects in Noida
unviable is accumulation of
compounded interest payments
that cumulatively run into
thousands of crores. The
central fund can only be used
to complete projects that are
cash-stressed, not to pay past
dues. Besides, projects have to
be financially viable, meaning

expected income on completion
of flats should be higher than
cost of completion. Most
stressed housing projects in
Noida are far from viable under
the current structure of
interests and penalties. For
example, let’s say a project with
100 flats left to be completed
needs financial assistance of
Rs 100 crore. But on scrutiny,
it is found that the builder, who
was allotted land in 2000 and
kept defaulting on interest
payments since, currently
owes Rs 500 crore to the
Noida Authority. This would
make the project unviable,
which is what has happened to
most housing projects in
Noida.
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Ghaziabad: SHO among three cops
booked for taking Rs 14 lakh bribe

GHAZIABAD: The station
house officer (SHO) of
Indirapuram police station and
two sub-inspectors have been
suspended for allegedly taking
around Rs 14 lakh to release 13
gamblers arrested from a hotel
on the intervening night of
October 22 and 23. Deepak
Sharma, the SHO, Sandeep
Singh, the chowki in-charge of
Shipra Sun City, and sub-
inspector Sachin Kumar of
Vaishali outpost were sent to the
police lines after an internal
inquiry found them guilty of
taking bribe. All three are
untraceable at the moment.
Keshav Kumar Mishra,

Insolvency proceedings
against firm in Noida

NOIDA: The National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) has initiated
insolvency proceedings against
AVP Buildtech, a Delhi-based
real estate company, for undue
delays in delivery ofits housing
project AVS Orchard in
Noida’s Sector 77. BIP MLA
Vinod Kumar Katiyar was one
of the directors of the firm,
while his father is still on the
board. AVS Orchard has 400
flats across eight towers.
Launched in 2011 and sold a
year later, the apartments were
supposed to be completed by
June 2014. But not even 50%
of the work has been
completed till date.

assistant superintendent of
police who conducted the
inquiry, said the cops had
received a tip-oft that gambling
was going on in a couple of
rooms in hotel Grand Inn in
Sector 4 of Vaishali. “Sub-
inspectors Sandeep and Sachin
conducted raids at the hotel and
arrested four persons from
rooms 109 and 209. During
investigation, it came to light
that the cops had pocketed the
money that was being used in
the gambling and also taken a
bribe to let the accused persons
go. It was revealed that around
Rs 14 lakh had been swindled
in the entire case,” Mishra said.

Five of family killed in
car accident in GNoida

NOIDA: Five people,
including three women, of a
family were killed in Greater
Noida on Sunday night
allegedly after an
unidentified vehicle hit their
car, police said. Eight other
occupants, most of them
children, of the vehicle were
injured and have been
admitted to a hospital, the
police said. "The family was
in a Maruti Eco and were
enroute to Ballabgarh in
Haryana. An unidentified
vehicle hit their car from the
rear around 9pm along the
Eastern Peripheral
Expressway," a police
spokesperson said.

Toddler steps out of home, run over by auto

GHAZIABAD: A one-and-a-
half-year-old girl was allegedly
crushed to death by an
autorickshaw in Vijay Nagar
on Friday night. Police said the
deceased has been identified
as Diya. Her father works as a
daily wage labourer. On Friday,
when the child’s family was
having dinner, Diya somehow
managed to get out of the house
and she got hit by the auto-
rickshaw. Vedprakash, her
father told TBC that there was
awedding in the neighbourhood
and the auto-rickshaw was
carrying tents for the event.
“Around 9.30pm, a passerby
raised the alarm after seeing
the accident and we went

Chargesheet mentions lenient section, IG orders fresh probe

GHAZIABAD: A fresh
investigation has been ordered
into the death of five casual
labourers in a sewer two
months ago after the
chargesheet submitted by the
circle officer in court replaced
IPC Section 304 (culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder) with a relatively
lenient section of 304A
(causing death by negligence).
The chargesheet will now be
withdrawn from court and a
fresh one submitted after the
SP (rural) conducts a probe
into the case again. There is a
huge difference in the quantum
of punishment under the two
sections. While Section 304
attracts a maximum jail term

Not just IT hub, Sector 62 is
Noida’s pollution hotspot too

NOIDA: Sanjiv Goyal has
been experiencing breathing
difficulty for the past one week.
But the IBM employee, who
goes to the IT company’s
Sector 62 office, is not alone.
Pollution has been taking a toll
on many people who have their
offices in the sector—Noida’s
prime corporate destination.
Sector 62 is a hub for many
technology companies, such as
IBM, TCS, Accenture, Nokia
and Ericsson. Symbiosis, [IM-
Lucknow and several other
private colleges also have their
campuses in the sector.
Moreover, the sector also hosts
various central government

offices and residential
apartments. But the sector is
one of the most neglected spots
in Noida, which directly reflects
in its air quality. The reason —
rampant garbage burning in the
open and heavy vehicular
movement. “Where our office
is, adjacent to a park of Sector
A, we see garbage being burnt
continuously. There is no stop
on that. Once the garbage
mount grows, someone sets it
on fire. Our complaints have so
far fallen on deaf ears,” Sanjiv
says. Puneet Goyal, an
employee at Finserv, a financial
service provider in Sector 62,
says pollution is a major issue.

of 10 years, the maximum
punishment under Section
304A is two years’
imprisonment. Officially,
however, the police sought to
skirt any controversy. IG
(Meerut range) Alok Singh
said the decision to hand over
the investigation to an [PS-rank
officer had been taken so that
a more “comprehensive”
probe can be conducted into
the case. Following the death
of the five labourers on August
22, the investigation had been
handed over to circle officer 1

Greater Noida: Indore
as model, GNIDA to seek
private help for trash

GREATER NOIDA: Focused
on Swachh Bharat Mission
goals, the Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) has
decided to rope in an NGO to
handle sanitation and waste
management. It has set aside Rs
4.60 crore, officials said. The
NGO selected through the
tender that was floated this week
would have to ensure elimination
of open defecation and manual
scavenging, and help the
authority with strict enforcement
ofrules, officials said. GNIDA
wants to emulate the Indore
model, which has topped the
Swachh Bharat survey thrice.

(city) Dharmendra Chauhan.
Although the cops had
mentioned IPC Section 304 in
the FIR, they told the court it
was a case of accident and
nothing was done intentionally.
The police added they had
replaced the [PC section in the
chargesheet based on proof
they could garner. After senior
officers came to know about
the changes made in the
chargesheet, IG Singh directed
SP (rural) Neeraj Kumar
Jadaun on October 31 to
conduct an inquiry and submit
a report within 48 hours.
Jadaun subsequently prepared
areport on November 1, and
was directed to conduct a fresh
investigation into the case.

outside the house to see what
had happened. We took her to
a nearby hospital but doctors
declared her brought dead,”
said the father. Police have sent
the body for an autopsy and
reports are awaited. Shyamvir
Singh, SHO, Vijay Nagar police
station, said an FIR has been
registered against the auto-
rickshaw driver under IPC
sections 279 (rash driving), 338
(causing grievous hurt by act of
endangering life), 427 (mischief
causing damage to the amount
of Rs 50) and 304 A (causing
death by negligence).
Vedprakash said if the driver is
not held soon, he will protest
outside the SSP office.

SI booked after constable
finds scratches on car

Noida: A constable and a sub-
inspector were involved in a spat
over parking, which ended with
an FIR against the senior officer
and his son. Sohanveer, a
constable attached with Phase 2
police station, alleged he had
arrived in his personal car for duty
on Wednesday night and parked
the vehicle near the quarters for
cops. Sohanveer apparently found
a few scratch marks on his car. A
tyre was also flat. He confronted
the sub-inspector, Krishanpal, as
the vehicle was parked near his
house. “Sohanveer alleged that
when he enquired about the
scratch marks, the SI and his son,
Saurabh, abused him and warned
him against parking his
vehicle there.

Noida: A week after woman ‘pushed
off’ 18th floor, one arrested

GREATER NOIDA: A 35-
year-old man was arrested
from Supaul district in Bihar
on Saturday for allegedly
killing and then pushing a 30-
year-old woman from the 18th
floor balcony of AVJ Heights
society in Sector Zeta 1 on
November 3. Police said the
arrested man, Mumtaz Khan,
was seen along with the
woman on the night she was
allegedly murdered. He used
to stay in a rented
accommodation in the society.
He is being brought to
Greater Noida in a police
vehicle. Ranvijay Singh, SP
(rural) told TBC that Khan

has revealed the woman was
a sex worker and he had a
dispute with her over money
due to which he killed her.
“The accused has revealed
that the woman had come to
his house to spend the night
with him on November 3. But
the two had some argument
over money following which
he killed the woman,” said
Singh, adding that Khan would
be questioned in detail once he
reaches Greater Noida. On
November 3, the security
guard of AVJ Heights had
spotted the woman’s body on
the ground floor of a tower in
the society.
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Mayor and GMC chief in ugly fight as Ghaziabad’s civic lag shows

GHAZIABAD: In separate
letters to UP chief minister Yogi
Adityanath and urban
development minister Ashutosh
Tandon last month, mayor Asha
Sharma sought the transfer of
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation (GMC) chief
Dinesh Chandra stating that he
behaves like a “semi-deranged”’
person when repeatedly
reminded about the deteriorating
levels of cleanliness in the city.
The mayor also
accusedChandra of behaving
improperly with councillors and
not following directives passed
during the executive and board
meetings. Expressing anguish
over the mayor’s words,

Chandra said he will submit a
factual representation to the
government in the matter. In the
first letter sent on October 2 to
Tandon, Sharma wrote: “‘Due to
my repeated stress on sanitation-
related work, the commissioner
has now started behaving like a
semi-deranged person. He has
also started to behave in an
indecent manner in front of the
media, which is against the work
culture of the UP CM.” She
highlighted the worsening
condition of sanitation and said
Ghaziabad’s all-India ranking,
which had rose to 13 in 2019
from 351in2017, would take a
severe hit. “The commissioner
does not seem to be interested. . .

Ex-banker forges identity papers,
opens accounts for credit cards, loans

Greater Noida: A 41-year-
old man was arrested from
Dadri on Saturday for
allegedly getting car loans
sanctioned from banks on the
basis of forged identity proofs.
Rakesh Babu, a resident of
Supertech Eco Village, in
Bisrakh area, has told police
that he got bank accounts
opened and obtained credit
cards against the documents,
which he prepared himself.
Rakesh was arrested after
police got a tip-oft that he was
near Roopwas roundabout in
Dadri. He was spotted in a car
around 10.30 pm on Friday.
“He failed to provide
documents of the car and

later, we found the registration

&

number was fake,” said
Ranvijay Singh, SP (rural).
Rakesh allegedly bought the
car in 2017 on instalments but
never paid those. “He said
that the number plate is fake
and he did not go back to the
car agency after buying the
vehicle,” Singh said. He said
Rakesh told them he had
bought four cars in the same
way.

whenever his attention is
attracted during meetings and
towards new reports, his ego is
hurt and he loses control over
his language. He had even
walked out of the board meeting
in September in presence of me
(sic) and councillors,” she wrote.
Ten days later, the mayor wrote
to the UP CM, saying she keeps
getting complaints about heaps
of garbage lying on roadsides but
no attention is paid. She also
accused Chandra of harassing
traders in the name of hefty
penalties. Chandra told TBC,
“What has hurt me the most is
the kind of language used. .. In
22 years of service, | have never
faced this kind of situation. I will

apprise the government after
taking feedback from my
subordinates.” Meanwhile, a
controversy erupted over the
allotment of a camp office for
the mayor at Rs 72,000 rent per
month. Chandra said the GMC
will pay the rent only after
getting a nod from the state
government, and till that time
the mayor will have to pay from
her own pocket. Sharma
blamed the GMC, saying,
“Before shifting to the camp
office I had written to GMC to
seek permission from the
government after the proposal
was passed in the board
meeting, but it wasn’t done by
officials concerned.”

Cops object to loud music,
thrashed in Greater Noida

GREATER NOIDA: A man
has been booked for allegedly
beating up three policemen
who tried to stop him from
playing loud music at his home
in Sector Alpha 2 on
Wednesday night. Sub-
inspector Ram Kumar, posted
at Sector Beta 2 police station,
said a person had called on
the emergency number to
inform about loud music being
played at a house in the
sector’s G block. He reached
the spot at 3am with constable
Vikrant Kumar and driver
Vipin Kumar in a police
response vehicle (PRV). “I
rang the doorbell and a person

came out to talk. He was
drunk and barely able to
stand. I told him about the
complaint and asked him to
keep the volume down. In
response, he said that he
recently shifted to the new
house after buying it for Rs 1
crore,” said Ram Kumar.
Kumar added that the man
yelled at him for objecting to
loud music and started
shouting at his neighbours too.
“I told him about the Supreme
Court’s guidelines on noise
pollution, but he continued
arguing. Later, he started
pushing me and also slapped
me.

Buyers say will move SC on Unitech land cancellation

NOIDA: Homebuyers in a
Unitech project whose land
allotment was recently
cancelled by the Noida
Authority have said they will
approach the Supreme Court,
which is drawing up a roadmap
to complete thousands of
unfinished houses in properties
launched by the real estate
company. Noida’s move,
which it said was triggered by
dues of Rs 1,200 crore that
Unitech owes it, has led to
fresh anxiety among buyers
about the fate of their
investments. Some buyers said
they would move a contempt
plea against Noida Authority.
More than 1,600 apartments

have been sold in Unihomes 3.
The project, in Sector 113, has
1,912 housing units. Some of
the homebuyers claim to have
already moved the Supreme
Court against the developer for
the delay in delivery of their
flats. “We will raise the issue
at the next hearing on
November 19. The Noida
Authority only kept its own
interest in mind and did not
think about buyers’ plight,” said
Gaurav Bhuttani, a Unihomes
investor, who also contested
Noida’s claim that the building
map of the project was not
approved. “The project is
approved by Rera, which is
only possible after the layout

plan is approved by the Noida
Authority. The Authority had
also hosted an amicus curiae
meeting in 2016 between
Unitech and homebuyers,
which also means that it was
aware of the involvement of a
large number of buyers in the
project,” said another
homebuyer. Noida Authority is
sticking to its decision to cancel
land allotment, claiming
construction was illegal and
dues remained unpaid.
Officials also denied that some
Unihomes 3 buyers had earlier
moved the Supreme Court
against Unitech. Noida CEO
Ritu Maheshwari told TBC,
“There is no case of contempt

as this particular property is not
involved in any court case. We
have cancelled the allotment
because of increasing unpaid
dues as well as illegal
construction being done, since
their maps were not approved.
We had to take a strong
decision to at least rescue the
prime property and save the
loss of revenue the Authority
was facing. If genuine buyers
approach the Authority, we will
try to do our best to protect their
interest.” But the developer
neither comple-ted the
construction nor paid land dues
to the Noida Authority. Of the
total number of flats, 1,629 have
been sold till date.
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S held for stealing vehicles from
Delhi, NCR, Punjab, Haryana

GHAZIABAD: Five
vehicle-lifters were arrested
from Itwar Pusta area in
Khoda around 10.45pm on
Tuesday for allegedly
stealing around 80 vehicles
from Delhi, NCR, Haryana
and Punjab. At least 16
motorcycles and two
scooters have also been
recovered from them, said
police. Among the arrested,
Shahnawaz, Asif, Sushil
Kumar and Vishal belong to
Ghazipur in Delhi, and Rehan
is aresident of Bijnor. Police
said they have several cases
registered against them in
Delhi, Ghaziabad and Noida.

Unsold flats worth Rs 1.4
lakh crore hold the key

DELHI: A massive inventory
ofunsold houses estimated to
be worth close to Rs 1.4 lakh
crore at current market prices
is seen to hold the key to revive
the nearly 4.6 lakh units in
stalled projects across the
country as the govern ment and
SBICAP Ventures are looking
at a “commercially viable”
model to revive the crucial
sector, which is battling a slump
for several years now.
Estimates by the finance
ministry showed that construc
ting the entire stock of houses
in 1,600 projects, many of which
are in standstill state, will
require over Rs 50,000 crore
and this number could go up.

Talking about the gang’s
modus operandi, SP (city)
Manish Kumar Mishra said,
“The gang members first
conduct recce of areas and
identified their targets and
then steal the vehicles during
night. They would later
replace the original chassis
and registration number of the
vehicles and prepare forged
documents.” He added that
the gang was active for the
past four years and it used to
sell the stolen two-wheelers
for over Rs 5,000. They used
to steal vehicles to arrange
their pocket money and lead
a lavish lifestyle, said police.

Yoga Guru Ramdev
attends Ayuryog Expo
2019 in Greater Noida

GNoida. The session which
began at dawn was attended by
nearly 25,000 participants including
students from differentschoolsand
more than 200 disciples of Amrta
Suryananda Maharaja from
Europe. Various foreign visitors
also lauded the efforts of Exports
Promotion Council for
Handicrafts and IEML for
organizing world’s largest
assembly on Yoga, Ayurveda and
naturopathy bringing all yogis,
gurus, experts and eminent
personalities related to Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy under the
same platform,” said Rakesh
Kumar, Chairman, India
Exposition Mart Ltd.

Noida: In hospital queue for
four hours, 5-year-old dies

NOIDA: A five-year-old girl
suffering from pneumonia died
after standing in a queue at the
out-patient department of the
district hospital for nearly four
hours on Tuesday. The girl’s
parents alleged she died for want
of treatment, prompting the
authorities to order a probe.
Nandini Valmiki, whose lungs
were filled with water, was
rushed to the districthospital early
on Tuesday morning by her
parents after her condition
worsened. Her father Vinit
Valmiki— a sanitation worker
with the Noida Authority — said
she had been keeping unwell for

Buyers’ complaints should go to Rera first, urges builders’ body

NOIDA: A day after the
Centre announced a Rs
25,000-crore fund for stalled
housing projects, builders’
body Credai on Thursday
urged the government to
reconsider its decision to grant
homebuyers the status of
“financial creditors” that
single
investors to raise insolvency
bids against developers at
bankruptcy courts. Credai-
NCR demanded that all
investor complaints should be
first heard by the Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (Rera),
which can then refer the same
to the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), or the court
accepts a case only when two-

cmpowers cven

Two sell fake medicines and
green tea on TikTok, arrested

NOIDA: Two brothers, who
would allegedly sell cheap
factory-made clothes and fake
weight-reduction drugs after
uploading TikTok videos, have
been arrested by police in
Noida. One of the accused
youths holds an MBA degree.
Police said Parul Garg and
Vipin Garg would claim to sell
a pack of branded Koutons T-
shirts on TikTok videos for Rs
999. However, after getting an
order, they would parcel low-
quality T-shirts to the customers
sourced from factory outlets.
Along with the T-shirts, the
accused were involved in sale
of green tea and weight-

reduction medicines with a label
reading “Fit Track” online, the
police said. According to the
police, Parul and Vipin,
originally from Haryana’s Hisar
district, had been engaged in the
fraud for the past six months
and had recently, started
operating out of an office
‘Creative Crafts’ in Sector 11.
They have a godown in Sector
7 also. A team of the food
safety and drug administration
(FSDA) later visited the
godown and took samples of the
medicines for testing. Sanjay
Sharma of FSDA told TBC that
the medicines seemed to be
prima facie fake.
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thirds of buyers in a project
give their consent. At present,
the principal bench of NCLT
in Delhi has 1,138 pending
cases from projects in Noida,
Greater Noida and Gurgaon,
of which a large number was
slapped by buyers. “With the
prerequisite liability of just Rs
1 lakh for an investor to be
able to slap an insolvency
case, the buyers are finding
this an easy route to get
refunds. This is dragging

CPCB: Most trash
burning complaints
from Noida

NOIDA: Garbage burning
continues to be Noida’s top
contributor to pollution and the
biggest cause of complaints, a
Central Pollution Control Board
report said. The field visit report,
based on surveys between
October 7 and November 3, noted
that more than 13% of waste
burning complaints in NCR come
from Noida and Gurgaon South
each — the highest. They are
followed by Faridabad (10.3%)and
Ghaziabad (9%). “Garbage
burning is one of the major causes
of pollution in Noida and Greater
Noida. But it is difficult to track
down and penalise offenders who
set waste on fire and escape.

entire projects to insolvency
along with all the other
invested buyers. This is a
serious problem and needs a
revision urgently,” said Manoj
Gaur, chairman, Credai-NCR.
According to Credai, there
are several cases in which
builders have been dragged to
bankruptcy courts even when
there are people residing in a
few apartments in a project.
In many other cases, the
projects that were in the
process of resolution by Rera
have been dragged to NCLT.
“We propose that when two-
thirds of a project’s buyers get
together, only then should the
NCLT admit an insolvency
case.

the past week and they had been
consulting a quack for treatment.
However, Vinit alleged that
despite the child being serious,
she was asked to stand in the
queue for OPD services at the
hospital and a doctor checked her
only afteran hour. “We had asked
the hospital staff to allow us to
take the girl to the emergency as
her condition had deteriorated but
we were told to get her
examined by a paediatrician.”
After almost an hour of waiting,
the couple managed to get the
child examined by Dr DR
Agrawal who prescribed an X-
Ray.

Greater Noida to get
smart dustbins soon

GREATER NOIDA: The
Greater Noida Industrial
Development  Authority
(GNIDA) has planned to install
smart bins in some locations in
the city asapilot project. Officials
said it is the first time that smart
dustbins will be used in the city.
A smartbin is sensor-based and
sends a signal to the command
and control centre once it is
almost full and needs cleaning.
Each bin has a minimum
capacity of 1,000 litres and
costs between Rs 2.5 lakh and
Rs 10 lakh, officials said. “Most
smart cities have started using
these bins that can send text
messages as a signal for
cleaning.

'Diya’ inside high rise flat
causes fire in Noida

NOIDA: A fire broke outin a
third floor flat at Eldeco
Amantran Society in Sector
119 on Thursday morning. No
one was injured and residents
said the blaze was caused by
alamp (diya) that had been lit
during a pooja that the family
had performed before leaving
the flat. Kinshuk Sharma, who
had taken the flat on rent, said
he left the house for Jaipur
around 6 am and when he
reached Gurgaon, he got a call
from his neighbour who
informed him about the fire.
"We have a wall-mounted
wooden temple in our living
room next to our balcony. I had

lita diya before leaving. It must
have been due to the diya," he
said. Sharma works as the
vice-president at a private e-
commerce firm. The fire was
spotted around 6.45 am. "The
fire alarms did not worked. We
informed the fire brigade
around 6.55 am," said Rahul
Singhal, secretary, Apartment
Owners' Association (AOA).
"The in-house system is nothing
but a failure. The alarms,
smoke detectors and sprinklers
did not work." The AOA
members said they had raised
the issue with the Noida
Authority during a meeting
October 22.
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