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Court refuses to quash
FIR against call...
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From Ghaziabad, Red
Line begins a new journey

GHAZIABAD: Residents
enjoyed their first metro ride
on the extended corridor of
Red Line on Saturday as the
service started from Shaheed
Sthal (New Bus Stand) station
at 8am. The 9.63km-corridor
between Dilshad Garden and
Shaheed Sthal is an extension
of'the line to Ghaziabad. Trains
will be available at a peak-
hour frequency of six minutes
and 12 seconds. A total of 35
six-coach trains will run on the
stretch and journey between
Dilshad Garden and Shaheed
Sthal will take 16 minutes. The
line will also give Ghaziabad
commuters access to the

Yellow Line at Kashmere
Gate, allowing them to take a
direct train to Gurgaon, as well
as access the Airport Express
Line from New Delhi. Sakshi
Yadav, a BSc student of Delhi
University who was at the
station, told TBC that it will be
easier for her now to travel
between Ghaziabad and Delhi.
“I used to go to Delhi in my
scooter. But now, I will use the
metro because it is cheaper.”
“Metro mein ladies ki safety
achhi hai. Security is taken
care of and I think it is the best
mode of transportation for
women who are travelling at
night,” she said.
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EDITORIAL

A slim chance

A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court (SC), led by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI), has passed the first major order in
the sensitive matter of the ownership of the disputed site of the
Babri mosque. It has referred the matter to a three-member
mediation panel led by former SC judge F M I Kalifulla. The
other members are controversial Art of Living founder and
spiritual guru, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and Madras High Court
senior lawyer, Sriram Panchu. All the three members are Tamil-
speakers. Faizabad, which is in the Hindi heartland and can be
easily polarised in election season, will be the venue of mediation
but its proceedings will be kept secret. The CJT and other judges
wanted to make yet another sincere effort in finding an amicable
and inclusive solution to the historical dispute. Therefore, in
their order, they have said that “notwithstanding lack of
consensus between the parties, we are of the view that an
attempt be made to settle the dispute by mediation”. A
constitutional court in our legal system has to play a counter-
majoritarian role. It is duty bound to protect the rights of even
one individual. Public sentiments are thus irrelevant.

Unlike adjudication, mediation is not an adversarial process.
While injudicial adjudication one party wins and another loses,
at the end of mediation both the parties must feel fully satisfied
with the compromise. Mediation should never be an alternative
because one party refuses to accept a court verdict. Even the
moderate Atal Bihari Vajpayee had said two years prior to the
demolition of the mosque in 1992 that “no court can give a
clear verdict on the issue and even if verdict was forthcoming,
no government can implement it”. While it is true that the legal
issue is nothing more than a property dispute, the SC is right in
saying that the case involves the sentiments of millions of Indians.
Ifitis a question of “faith” for Hindus in terms of the site being
the birthplace of Lord Ram, for Muslims, the central issue is
about their “faith” in the Constitution and a fair and impartial
judicial adjudication by the highest court of the land. Those
who demolished not just a mosque but the only surviving piece
of Sharqi architecture have not been punished in 27 years. The
SC has not even stayed the recent ordinance giving the disputed
land to one of the parties even though the ordinance is in violation
of its own orders.

There are six major concerns with respect to the mediation
order: First, mediation has been imposed by the Court on the
parties which opposed it during arguments and have made similar
statements after the order was passed. Second, the choice of
mediators, particularly Sri Sri Ravi Shankar who is on record
asking Muslims to give up their claim as a “goodwill gesture”
and had even doubted the highest court’s competence in
adjudicating this matter. In fact, he said in explicit terms that if
the SC decided this matter, the losing party will have no option
but to turn to extremism. Since the Court preferred to term the
dispute areligious matter potentially impacting our politics, ideally
areligious figure should have been kept away from the mediation
process. Similarly, the mediation panel should not have been
headed by a Muslim. It would have been better if an atheist,
naturalist or follower of a third religion led the mediation process.
Third, though the Court has said that there is no legal impediment
in referring this matter to mediation, it left the matter open. The
parties opposing mediation did argue that as per the Supreme
Court’s judgment in Afcons Infrastructure Ltd (2010), mediation
cannot be done in a representative suit which involves public
interest or the interest of large number of persons who are not
represented in the court.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Noida’s new government hospital eyes June launch

GREATER NOIDA: Atleast
200 cows have died in the past
two months at a gaushala in
Ecotech 3, three months after
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
directed the authorities to shift
all strays to shelters. The cow
shelter currently houses 1,200
bovines, out of which 800 were
sent there by Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) between
January 1 and March 7. The
cows died due to poor health
and malnutrition as most of
them were strays and the
shelter didn’t have funds to buy
enough fodder, officials said.
Staffers at Gau Lok in Ecotech
3’s Jalpura village claimed that
3-4 cows die in the shelter on a

daily basis. The shelter, which
is spread across nine acres,
was established a decade ago
by the GNIDA, and is being run
in collaboration with GoRas
Foundation, an NGO, since
December 2017. Gau Lok
officials said animals died due
to various health issues. “Cows
have been dying despite the
best care given by our staff. We
have employed 26 people to
take care of the bovines. Most
of the dead were strays.
Strays come from an open
space to a gated campus here,
where they fight with other
animals and get injured.
Moreover, most of them
already had prolonged
illnesses,” said Nagendra

GNoida cow shelter overcrowded
with strays, 200 die in two months

GREATER NOIDA: At
least 200 cows have died in
the past two months at a
gaushala in Ecotech 3, three
months after chief minister
Yogi Adityanath directed the
authorities to shift all strays to
shelters. The cow shelter
currently houses 1,200
bovines, out of which 800
were sent there by Greater
Noida Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) between
January 1 and March 7. The
cows died due to poor health
and malnutrition as most of
them were strays and the
shelter didn’t have funds to
buy enough fodder, officials
said. Staffers at Gau Lok in
Ecotech 3’s Jalpura village
claimed that 3-4 cows die in
the shelter on a daily basis.
The shelter, which is spread

across nine acres, was
established a decade ago by
the GNIDA, and is being run
in collaboration with GoRas
Foundation, an NGO, since
Dec 2017. Gau Lok officials
said animals died due to
various health issues. “Cows
have been dying despite the
best care given by our staff.
We have employed 26 people
to take care of the bovines.
Most of the dead were strays.
Strays come from an open
space to a gated campus here,
where they fight with other
animals and get injured.

Kumar, the head of staff. He
added that though over 65% of
the cows currently at the
shelter are strays sent by the
GNIDA in the past two
months, the Authority has not
given them any funds for the
animals. “Two months ago, we
had only 450 bovines in the
shelter and we used to buy
2,800kg of fodder daily. After
the increase in the number of
animals, the amount of fodder
required to feed the bovines
has almost tripled, and we now
buy almost 7,000kg of fodder
daily. Despite the rise, we
haven’treceived any financial
aid from GNIDA in the last
three months, except personal
donations by a few officials.

11-year-old killed by

man who was ‘in

love’ with his sister

NOIDA: A Chijjarsi resident
was arrested from near NH-
24 opposite Sector 62 on
Thursday in the abduction and
murder case of an 11-year-old
boy. Police said that Mansoor
Alam (26) killed the boy,
Farmaan, with a razor..
Farmaan went missing from
Chijjarsi in Sector 63 on
February 24 and his half-
decomposed body was found
in a drain in Kala Pathar area
of Indirapuram two days later.
His father Iliyaas said that while
the child went missing on the
night of February 24, he
approached the police chowki
on February 25 and then the
next day, asking them to look
for Farmaan. The SSP has
initiated an inquiry into the
matter.

RWA body opposes floor-wise registry

NOIDA: The Allahabad high
court has refused to quash an
FIR against two of the alleged
masterminds — Jimmy Asija
and Narendra Pahuja— in the
NCR call centre scam. Some
126 people, mostly youths, were
arrested when the police busted
the fake call centre in Sector 63
in December. Pahuja, Asija and
Sagar Thakkar alias Shaggy (the
third mastermind named in the
scam) are, however, on the run.
In its order, dated February 26,
which was recently uploaded on
the website, the court refused

to stay the arrests of Pahuja and
Asija stating prima facie it cannot
be said that “no cognisable
offence was made out” and
“hence no ground exists for
quashing of'the FIR or staying
the arrest of the petitioner.”*“The
learned AGA (additional
government counsel)
vehemently opposed the
contentions on the ground that
allegations are very serious,
involving foreign nationals, huge
recoveries of incriminating
software, prima facie,
indicative of an organised

racket being carried on,” the
court said. The petition was
filed in the court by Pahuja and
Asija. The FIR has been lodged
against Pahuja, Asija and
Shaggy, and 126 others under
IPC sections 420 (cheating),
387 (putting person in fear of
death or of grievous hurt in
order to commit extortion) and
Section 66 of the IT Act.
Meanwhile, the investigating
officer in the case — Phase II1
SHO Akhilesh Tripathi —
appeared before the court with
the case diary.
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Court refuses to quash FIR
against call centre scamsters

NOIDA: The Allahabad high
court has refused to quash an
FIR against two of the alleged
masterminds — Jimmy Asija
and Narendra Pahuja— in the
NCR call centre scam. Some
126 people, mostly youths,
were arrested when the police
busted the fake call centre in
Sector 63 in December.
Pahuja, Asija and Sagar
Thakkar alias Shaggy (the third
mastermind named in the
scam) are, however, on the
run. In its order, dated
February 26, which was
recently uploaded on the
website, the court refused to

Family away,
burglars break into
techie’s flatin GZB

GZB: A software engineer’s
house in a highrise society of
Indirapuram was burgled and
jewellery worth Rs 10 lakh and
Rs 35,000 cash were stolen on
Monday when the family had
gone to Delhi. Owner of the
house Mahesh works in a private
company located in Noida’s
Sec63 while his wife, Deepti,
works as teacher in a private
school of Delhi. The couple lives
in V3S Indralok in Nyay Khand
1. Mahesh told TBC that he and
his wife left the house on
Monday around 1 pm to spend
the holiday in Delhi and returned
home around 8 pm.

stay the arrests of Pahuja and
Asija stating prima facie it
cannot be said that “no
cognisable offence was made
out” and “hence no ground
exists for quashing of the FIR
or staying the arrest of the
petitioner.” “The learned AGA
(additional government
counsel) vehemently opposed
the contentions on the ground
that allegations are very
serious, involving foreign
nationals, huge recoveries of
incriminating software, prima
facie, indicative of an
organised racket being carried
on,” the court said.

Councillor’s husband
shot at, cops suspect
property dispute

GZB: The Ghaziabad police on
Tuesday launched ‘Operation
Narcos’ to restrict the entry of
drugs in the district and bust
gangs involved in drug
peddling. While announcing the
drive, newly appointed SP
(rural) Neeraj Kumar Jadaun
said, “Police teams would keep
a tab on heavy vehicles
entering the city from Odisha,
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh,
as it has been found that many
such trucks and canters are
being used in smuggling
narcotics from these states
into Ghaziabad and adjoining
cities.”

From 351 two years ago,
Ghaziabad 3 spots shy of top 10

GHAZIABAD: Aplantto clear
construction debris, another to
convert vegetable waste to
compost and door-to-door
collection of garbage these are
some of the factors that have
helped Ghaziabad transform itself
fromacivic laggard to one of the
best performers in the nationwide
Swachh Bharat rankings for two
years in arow, shooting up from
35stin 2017 to 13th this year. The
change ismost visible inits public
spaces, which are now much
cleaner, and in the near-
disappearance of open vats from
the city, several of which have
been redeveloped into green

belts. But this is not to say that
everything is working perfectly
in the city. A major challenge
before the civic agencies now, for
instance, is to find a new
dumpyard and clean up Pratap
Vihar, the site used earlier but
stopped by the NGT. Without
that, the efficient waste
management mechanism the
city has set up will derail. The
other is to maintain this
performance and break into the
top 10 as population continues
to rise steadily and will do so
even more when the Delhi-
Meerut Expressway is
complete.

New CISF task force ‘to study terror strikes, plan response’

GHAZIABAD: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday sent across a stern
warning to terror outfits
targeting the country, saying
the government will not shy
away from taking bold
decisions against such
elements. “For decades, the
country and numerous families
have suffered pain owing to
terrorism, Naxalism and
insurgency. What happened in
Pulwama and Uri was
unbearable. Enough is enough.
India can’t suffer this
indefinitely. With the support of
crores of people of this country,
we were able to take some
tough decisions,” the PM said

Bar staffer transports 40 liquor
bottles from Delhi to Noida, booked

NOIDA: An employee of a
Faridabad-based bar was
booked on Tuesday for
allegedly violating the Excise
Act and transporting alcohol
across state borders without
permit. Around 3.30 pm on
Tuesday the accused, who
was travelling from Delhi side
towards Noida in a Hyundai 120
car, registration number
UP16DT6129, was stopped
near a furniture market in
Sector 94. Vicky Chopra (35),
from NIT Area (New Industrial
Town), Faridabad, who works
at Skylab bar, was allegedly
traveling with more than 40
bottles of wine and beer that
were kept in a gift box.

According to the police, the
accused was illegally
transporting 45 gift boxes that
contained the bottles, from
Faridabad to his clients in
Noida. He has been booked
under section 60/72 of the
Excise Act for illegal
transportation of alcohol
across state borders. “The
accused revealed during
questioning that he is an
employee of a Faridabad-based
bar and he had been asked to
deliver invitation cards and the
gift boxes containing alcohol to
a customer. Considering the
violation, we booked the driver
under relevant sections of the
Excise Act.

in his address to personnel of
the Central Industrial Security

Force (CISF), which
celebrated its 50th Raising
Day on its Ghaziabad campus
on Sunday. The PM also
proposed to set up a special
task force within CISF to
conduct real-time monitoring
of terror activities across the
world and come up with

Noida removes 1,500
posters, banners in city

NOIDA: In amassive drive, the
Noida Authority pulled down over
1,500 hoardings, posters, banners
and wall paintings of political
parties, as well as politically
motivated messages and
advertisements, across the city,
soon after the announcement of
Lok Sabha election dates on
Sunday. The drive, which began
as soon as the poll dates were
announced, was premeditated and
well-organised. “We had been
waiting for the announcement of
election dates and implementation
ofthe model code of conduct. We
were ready with all necessary
equipmentand manpowerto carry
out the drive,” said Rajeev, GM
NoidaAuthority.

reports on new methods being
adopted by terror outfits. The
force, he said, would also
suggest how to tackle these
threats. “Terrorism is an
enemy of humanity. A task
force should be constituted,
and for this, I will get the
government to clear all the
formalities,” he said, adding
that the responsibility of

protecting modern
infrastructure installations built
for new India was in the safe
hands of CISF. “It’s very
difficult to protect any
institution where there is a
daily footfall of 30 lakh (Delhi
Metro) or where eight lakh
people commute every day
(airports)... You are not only
standing at the gate, you are
contributing to the country’s
growth,” the PM said. The
CISF is mandated to provide
security to major
infrastructure installations
such as airports, sea ports,

power plants, nuclear
research centres and
government buildings.

Burglars break into shop, steal
4,000 two-wheeler batteries

GHAZIABAD: Burglars
broke into a shop and stole
two-wheeler batteries worth
Rs 25 lakh in Kavi Nagar last
week. The shopkeeper, who
was out of the city, came to
know about the burglary only
after he returned on Sunday.
Dhan Singh, a resident of
Govindpuram, said he had
gone to Muzaffarnagar on
February 26 to attend the
marriage of his brother. When
he returned on Sunday, he
found the iron lock of the shop
broken and 4,000 batteries
missing. “I suspect the role of
insiders in the theft, as robbers
had full knowledge of my

movements,” he added. The
shop is located on the ground
floor of his house. Singh said
the miscreants must have
brought a truck and took at
least three hours to load 4,000
batteries in the vehicle. Had
the police been active in the
area, the robbery could have
been prevented, he said. Singh
also said he had earlier been
attacked by robbers in the
shop. “Five miscreants had
attacked me inside my shop in
August 2018. They had even
taken the digital video recorder
attached with the CCTV
cameras at that time, to avoid
detection.
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What RWAs plan to keep burglars at bay

NOIDA: The 6.6km Noida City
Centre-Noida Electronic City
section, an extension of the Blue
Line, began commercial
operations on Saturday, giving
people working in Noida’s office
and commercial sectors and
those travelling via NH-24 a
direct train to places like Mandi
House and Connaught Place in
Delhi. It will also allow people
from these areas to change at
Botanical Garden and travel all
the way to the domestic terminal
(1D) of IGI airport on the
Magenta Line without having to
exit the metro grid. The terminal
station of this line, Electronic
City, is on the Noida-Ghaziabad

border, just opposite
Indirapuram. A foot bridge will,
however, need to be builtto allow
people from the Ghaziabad side
to cross the highway . “The
service started at 4 pm and the
frequency of trains on the new
section during peak hours will be
five minutes and 26 seconds,” a
senior DMRC official said. For
therest of the day, the frequency
will be 12 minutes and 23

Under-construction house

collapses in Loni, one killed

GHAZIABAD: One labourer
died while four others were
injured after a concrete beam of
an under-construction building
collapsed in Loni’s Khanna Nagar
colony on Sunday afternoon. The
labourer has been identified as
Sarfaraz, a resident of Jabbar
Garden colony. According to
eyewitnesses, the owner of the
plot— Om Prakash, who own a
furniture godown on Delhi-
Saharanpurroad in Khanna Nagar
—had hired a contractor, Saleem,
to build a building on his 1,800
square foot plot. Four labourers
— Firoz, Waseem, Shabir and
Sarfaraz—were working on the
one-storey building along with

Saleem when a concrete beam
caved inon Sunday afternoon. “A
portion of the newly-constructed
ceiling too came crashing down,
trapping the labourers and the
contractor under the debris.
Though Saleem, Firoz, Waseem
and Shabir sustained minor injuries
and managed to come out,
Sarfaraz was trapped under the
debris till rescue workers reached
the spot,” a resident of the area
said.

seconds. The elevated section
has six stations — Sector 34,
Sector 52, Sector 61, Sector 59,
Sector 62 and Noida Electronic
City. The total length of Blue
Line is now 56.6 km, from
Dwarka Sector 21 to Electronic
City. Commuters welcomed the
new service, though a
‘technical glitch’ left many
stranded at Sector 52 after the
launch. They said smart cards
and tokens did not work at AFC
gates. An official said it could
have been due to hasty
inauguration. Indra Devi, who
was going to Sector 71, took the
metro from Kashmere Gate. “I
went till Sector 52 from where

I would head home. Since I
was travelling from Chandigarh,
I was upset because I got
stuck,” she said. A school of
open learning (SOL) student
said she took the train from
Nehru Enclave to go to Sector
52. “I showed my card twice
but it did not work. Initially,
thought only old cards were not
working but later, we realised
that none of the cards and
tokens were working,” she
said. When contacted, a
DMRC official said that the
technical glitch was resolved
later. Some passengers said
they had been waiting for the
services to start.

Drunk man shot self with own
pistol, hospitalised in GNoida

GREATER NOIDA: A 28-
year-old youth was admitted
to a private hospital in Greater
Noida after he accidentally
shot himself with his pistol on
Saturday night. Police said the
man was drunk when he shot
himself. The man was
identified as Rahul Kashyap,
aresident of Delhi, according
to police. The incident
occurred around 10.30pm on
Saturday when Kashyap was
on his way back to Delhi after
attending a wedding
ceremony. He was travelling
in his car with another friend
from Greater Noida . Cops
said stopped his car near

Ecotech 3 area to urinate and
accidentally shot himself in
the chest with his own pistol
that he had kept in a gun
holster athis waist. “We
received information from the
hospital staff who informed
about a man who had
accidentally shot himself. A
police team immediately
reached Kailash Hospital,
where Kashyap had been
admitted in the intensive care
unit (ICU). Prima facie, it
seems he stopped his car to
urinate and accidentally shot
himself as he was drunk,”
said Anita Chauhan, SHO of
Ecotech 3 police station.

Delhi: 2 lure MINC executive with modelling offer, assault her

NEW DELHI: Two men,
including an engineering
student, have been arrested for
sexually assaulting a 22-year-
old MNC executive, whom
they had lured on the pretext
of offering a modelling job.
They had asked the woman to
meet them at a well-known
hotel and offered to take her
to their house. When she
refused and booked a cab to
return, they forcefully entered
the cab along with her and
molested her. It was found that
the accused were earlier
involved in similar cases at
Shimla where they had tried to
rape a woman after inviting
her for an interview. The

survivor’s parents had
approached the police on
March 4 with a complaint in
which they mentioned that the
girl had gone to the five star
hotel in southeast Delhi to
audition for a modeling
competition after seeing an
advertisement on a social
media site. The organisers,
Indian Modelling Group, had
named it ‘Mr and Ms North
India Glamour competition’ and
had asked her to transfer Rs
15,930 as participation fee
along with her photographs.
She was asked to meet the
interviewers at a five-star
hotel in Gurugram to discuss
work opportunities. She met

the two accused, later
identified as Sunny Kumar
Verma and Pratham Singla,
there. Sunny had edited a
photograph of the IMG group
and placed his own photo
showing him as a judge of the
competition. While Pratham
posed as a co-competitor.
After she reached, they asked
her to accompany them to a
club nearby. After reaching
there, the woman said she
was uncomfortable with
Sunny’s behavior and realised
his intension, so she insisted
on leaving. Instead, he asked
her to accompany them to
Ghaziabad. However, she
refused their advances and

booked a cab to go back
home. As she was boarding
the cab, the men forcefully
entered with her and forced
her to sit between them. They
locked the car and threatened
the driver and told him to
reach Ghaziabad as fast as he
could. On the way, they
molested her. When they
reached NFC, she managed
to open the lock and step out
of the car when it stopped at
a traffic light. She then asked
the driver to drive away with
the men, to which he
complied. Later, the family
members approached the
NFC police station to register
acomplaint.
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Three held in Noida for

duping banks of Rs 10 crore

NOIDA: The special task
force (STF) of Noida police
arrested  three  sales
professionals for allegedly
running a scam, in which they
collected KYC details of
unsuspecting customers
applying for credit cards with
banks, which they then
submitted to a different bank
to get credit cards issued,
which they swiped for cash
and shopping to the tune of Rs
10 crore in the past three
years. The accused were
nabbed from their residences
in Noida on Saturday night,
after a SBI customer in Noida

Driver, attendant
killed in accident

KANPUR: A driver and an
attendant were killed after a
DCM truck rammed a truck on
Sachendi-Ramadevi highway
in Panki area of the city on late
Tuesday night. The deceased
driver is yet to be identified.
The attendant of truck was
identified as Bhupendra (38) of
Noida. “Their truck reached
near Panki Gas plant on
Sachendi-Ramadevi highway
when one of its tyres got
punctured. Drivre Rahul and
the attendant Bhupendra got
off the truck to replace the tyre.
Bhupendra was replacing the
tyre when a DCM-truck
suddenly hit their stationary
truck.

registered a case of Rs 5 lakh
fraud against one of them in
Sector 24 police station.
According to police, the
accused allegedly got credit
cards issued from different
banks across NCR using
KYC details they collected
from unsuspecting customers.
The gang had got over 1,000
credit cards issued, and used
their credit limit for shopping
and other expenses.

Banker, wife fight
off robbers at

Jalvayu house

NOIDA: An Axis bank branch
manager and his wife fought off
two armed burglars who broke
into their home in the gated
Jalvayu Vihar society in Sector
21 on Thursday morning to
decamp with their valuables. One
of the burglars has been caught
by the security guards, police
said. Jitendra Kumar and his wife
Garima, who had gone to visita
doctor in the morning, were
shocked when they returned
around 9.15 am. They found the
gate of their house open with a
youth standing guard outside
while two others were trying to
steal cash and jewellery inside.

Jewar airport to proceed as planned

GURUGRAM: New
Gurugram residents living
around Golf Course Road
extension have come down
heavily on the government for
failing to address the problem
of pollution and construction
waste dumping in the area.
TBC, during a spot check,
came across open dumping of
construction-and-demolition
(C&D) material, waste
burning and landfills in clear
violation of norms. “Everyone
is asking why Gurugram is the
most polluted city in the world,
but no one is really scrutinising
these areas,” said Ruchika
Sethi, a resident of Nirvana
Espace. TBC toured the

Ghaziabad: Man on car’s bonnet, techie keeps driving

GHAZIABAD: A cabbie hit
by an i20 car fell on its bonnet
and was carried nearly 1.5km
in aroad rage before hundreds
of people on a busy road in
Indirapuram on Wednesday
morning. The driver of the 120,
Delhi-based software engineer
Rohan Mittal, only stopped after
a biker intercepted the car. A
policeman giving chase on a
bike detained Mittal, who was
later arrested and remanded in
judicial custody. Police said
around 11 am on Wednesday,
Veerbhan Singh (42), was
heading towards Noida Sector
62 after dropping a passenger
in Vasundhara when the 120 car
with a Delhi registration
number hit his Tata Zest from

Noida to get its own crime patrol unit

NOIDA: The city is set to get
its own patrolling unit to curb
crime, after being hit by dozens
of cases of loot and snatching
over the past five months. The
unit will be carved out of the
existing police force.
Policemen in the unit will don
a blue uniform, have bikes and
will carry cameras. As many
as 64 motorbikes, out of which
41 were earlier provided to the
Noida police by the state
government, will be used.
Gautam Budh Nagar SSP
Vaibhav Krishna told TBC that
each team will consist of a
sub-inspector and a constable
who would ride a bike from
morning to evening. ‘“The unit
will have 120 cops, including

60 sub-inspectors and 60
constables, from different
police stations of the city. Their
uniforms will be blue and will
have body cameras,” Krishna
said, adding that the teams
should be ready for patrolling
from next week. The teams
have been carved out of the
eight main police stations of
Noida city, including Sector 20,
39,24, 49, Expressway, Phase
III, Phase II and Sector 58
police stations. They will patrol
malls, colleges and other public
places. “The teams will be
deployed in shifts,” a police
officer said. According to some
team members, the planning
for the launch was on since the
past 15-20 days.

the rear near Kanawani bridge.
“I got out of my car and I asked
the other car’s driver to come
to the side of the road,” said
Singh, a Noida resident. “By
that time, a policeman had

reached the spot. He
instructed both of us to take our
vehicles to the side of the road,
as traffic was getting
disrupted. But instead of
coming out of the car, the man
tried to flee the spot. [ came in
front of his vehicle to try and

2 eatery staff in net for
lewd calls to customer

GREATER NOIDA: Two
employees of a restaurant in
Noida's Spice Mall were
arrested on Wednesday on
charges of stalking a 22-year-
old woman, who had obliged
to a feedback request when
she visited the eatery a few
days ago and given her phone
number. The woman, a student
of mass communication, told
the police they had been
sending her lewd messages on
WhatsApp and social media.
On Tuesday evening, she
visited the restaurant, Rasoi E
Punjab, with five of her friends
to confront the accused. A
brawl ensued and the owner
of'the restaurant called police.

stop him. But he kept driving
and hit me after which I fell
on his car’s bonnet,” he added.
Police said Mittal took a U-
Turn near Kanawani bridge
and drove towards
Vasundhara. Sub-inspector
Surendra Singh Yadav, in-
charge of Kanawani police
outpost, followed Mittal on his
motorbike. But the car finally
stopped after a biker came in
front of Mittal’s vehicle. By that
time a crowd had gathered in the
area. The sub-inspector reached
the spot and took Mittal in
custody. Later, both Mittal and
Singh were taken to Indirapuram
police station where an FIR was
lodged against Mittal on the basis
of Singh’s complaint.

areas and found construction
residue dumped almost
everywhere along the
Southern Peripheral Road
(SPR) near all major
societies. Dumping was
rampant at multiple sites —
Ansal API Escensia (Sector
67), Emmar Marbella Villas
(Sector 66), Spaze Business
Park (Sector 66), M3M
Cosmopolitan (Sector 66),
Paras World School (Sector
50), Sector 49 road and
Mayfield Garden (Sector 51).
At a large vacant area near
M3M Cosmopolitan (Sector
66), concrete material had
been dumped, overrunning the
green cover.

Family abroad, burglars
target former NTPC
executive’s flat in highrise

NOIDA: The Centre’s
Swachh Survekshan
ranking on Wednesday
revealed a drastic gap
between the two
neighbouring cities —
Ghaziabad and Noida,
bagging 13 and 150
positions, respectively.
While Ghaziabad moved up
the ranks from 36th to 13th
position this year, Noida
performed well below
expectations, despite its
meticulous planning. It also
developed a separate plant
to convert religious waste
into compost and another
one to convert vegetable
waste into compost.

Ghaziabad's bane: Pollution
from factories, construction sites

GHAZIABAD: Long before
the IQAir AirVisual-
Greenpeace study came up
with its report ranking
Ghaziabad as the second-most
polluted city in the world, the
NCR's industrial hub hogged
media headlines for having the
worst air quality in the country
on at least two occasions - in
November 2017 and October
2018. Experts say industries,
vehicles and construction sites
are the biggest contributors of
coarse pollutants in Ghaziabad
- which is otherwise doing
reasonably well on other civic
parameters - and enforcement
mechanism needs to be

overhauled to achieve desired
results. "Ghaziabad being
traditionally an industrial
district has close to two dozen
industrial belts which emit
harmful pollutants, including
PM2.5 in the air," said Sushil
Raghav, a city-based
environmentalist. "While the
district administration and the
pollution control department
claim that effective steps like
closing down of polluting
industries and imposition of
fines are being taken on a
regular basis, there are
hundreds of illegal polluting
industries operating out of the
district.
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