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EDITORIAL

Science of monsoons: On
need for better forecast

The southwest monsoon 2020 has officially drawn to an end
with the India Meteorological Department (IMD) declaring a
withdrawal of the associated winds and rainfall pattern from
India on Wednesday. The over 8% surplus this year has
surpassed the IMD’s estimates. For the first time since 2010,
India got more than 100% ofits long period average (LPA) of 88
cm in consecutive years. Last year the country saw record rainfall
of 110% of the LPA, the highest in a quarter century. India has
never got over 105% of the LPA in consecutive years in at least
30 years, according to records available since 1988 on the IMD
website. Meteorologists often speak of two or three decade
‘epochs’ of rainfall variation. Since 2000, India was in a low
patch with several drought years and had barely a handful of
above normal or excess rainfall. In that light, the two years of a
munificent monsoon could signal a possible return to a rainy
epoch. While it could mean more rain, it also implies floods,
overflowing dams, landslides and loss of lives. Moreover, surplus
rains are not evenly distributed in time and space. Therefore,
much like there are attempts to improve flood forecast warnings
— especially the short-term ones — there ought to be
commensurate efforts by authorities and infrastructure agencies
to prepare for the environmental and ecological impact of excess
rain. This year the IMD undertook a long-due revision of the
onset and withdrawal dates of the monsoon in India. By this
reckoning, the monsoon’s normal withdrawal date was October
15. Historically, this has always been a statistical average and
the actual withdrawal is usually within a few days of this.
However, this year the withdrawal has been extremely delayed.
Factoring in these changes must become a key part of a State
and city’s disaster management preparedness.

The southwest monsoon’s withdrawal also heralds the advent
of north-easterly winds that bring in the northeast monsoon to
parts of peninsular Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. While
significant to the agriculture there, the northeast monsoon
contributes 10%-12% of India’s annual rainfall, against the
southwest monsoon’s 75%-80%. That, and its limited geographic
spread has meant that the northeast monsoon is not showered
with as much research attention. However, studies show that
northeast monsoon rainfall displays significant variation and
climate models are fairly inaccurate in their forecasts of its
unfolding over the subcontinent. There have been significant
investments in super computing infrastructure to simulate
weather as well as to tune forecasts to go beyond just giving
rainfall estimates and factor in the potential damage of floods
and cyclones. Building on these, scientists must also put in
more effort and design research programmes that better analyse
the vagaries of the northeast monsoon. Along with more
understanding of how climate is changing locally, India needs
better science to prepare more effective disaster management
plans and improve resilience in a warming world.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Irritated by four-year-old’s cries, father kills daughter

GHAZIABAD: Upset over his
wife leaving him, a 28-year-old
man allegedly killed his four-year-
old daughter after he could not
stop the baby crying. Vasudev
Gupta was arrested on Thursday
while he was roaming around with
the baby’s body in his auto-
rickshaw in search of his wife in
Noida. Originally from Sultanpur,
Gupta has been living with his
wife and two children in a rented
house in Khoda Colony for the
past few years. He is an auto-
rickshaw driver, while his wife
works at a spa in Noida. Around
20 days ago, police said, Gupta’s
wife left the house, along with
their three-year-old son only, after
a heated argument with him. She
had left their daughter with
Gupta. On Thursday morning, the
four-year-old had been crying for

a long time. Unable to stop her
crying, an irritated Gupta
strangled her to death. The
accused then took the body of
his daughter in his auto-rickshaw
after wrapping it in a towel and
started roaming around Noida
and Khoda Colony in Ghaziabad,
looking for his wife. He was
arrested after over six hours after
his younger brother alerted the
cops. Ravi, the brother, said that
around 5pm on Thursday, he had
gone to Gupta’s house and found
that the gate was opened but the
father-daughter duo was not
there. “When I called my brother
on his mobile, he told him that he
had killed his daughter and was
in Noida looking for his wife.
Immediately, I called the Noida
police,” he said. A senior police
official said that as soon as the

Out for meeting, Ghaziabad
businessman goes missing

GHAZIABAD: A 46-year-old
businessman, who owns a food
court at IIT Roorkee and runs a
grocery store in the city, has been
missing since Tuesday morning,
his family has said. Parag
Ghosh, a resident of Ashiana
Palm Court in Raj Nagar Extension,
had left home around 10 am to go to
Indirapuram for a meeting. His wife
Richa said he told her he would be
home for lunch but never returned.
“My husband’s mobile phone was
switched off when he left the house.
He told me his phone was out of
charge and he would charge it in
the car,” Richa said, adding that
Parag had left in his Hyundai Xcent
car. “When he did not return till 3
pm, I tried calling him but his phone
was switched off. Then, I called up
several people, including some of

our relatives and his friends in
Ghaziabad. But no one seemed to
know about him. I took out my car
and went looking for him, but I
could not find him till late in the
night. Then I went to Sihani Gate
police station to lodge a complaint,”
Richa added. Ramanand Kushwaha,
SP (traffic), who is also SP (city 1),
additional in-charge, said that on the
basis of the complaint, an FIR had
been registered in the case on
Wednesday under Section 365
(kidnapping or abducting with an
intent of secretly and wrongfully
confining person) of the IPC. Talking
about Parag, police said that they
have checked over 115 CCTV clips
from Indirapuram area in an attempt
to trace the businessman and now,
they are looking at CCTV footage
from other area close to the border.

Noida police received the
information, a search operation
was launched and Gupta was
nabbed near the Sector-11
junction. “He told us that the girl
had been crying repeatedly and
alleged that his wife had deserted
him for her lover. We found the
body wrapped in a towel,” he said.
Md Aslam, SHO of Khoda police
station, said that Gupta was
looking for his wife but he didn’t
have her address. “First, he
looked for his wife in Khoda
Colony and then went to Noida.
The accused had gone to Sectors
6 and 8 in the search of his wife
as her friends live there. But when
they refused to give any
information about his wife, he
decided to dump the body outside
the spa in Sector 63 in Noida
where his wife works.”

Ghaziabad, 1 November to 7 November 2020

Man sells two cars 14
times on OLX, held

NOIDA: A man who allegedly
duped as many as 14 people by
selling them cars through online
sale-purchase platform OLX and
later stealing the vehicles using
their GPS locations has been
arrested by Noida police.
Manottam Tyagi alias Manu
allegedly sold two cars, including
a WagonR belonging to his
Moradabad-based friend, at least
14 times, police said. Manu would
place an advertisement for the
WagonR and a Swift Dzire on OLX
with a fake number plate. After
getting a potential buyer, he would
negotiate its price with the person
and sell it off. However, he would
hand over the car only after placing
a GPS tracker. Subsequently, he
would steal the car using a second
key, the police said.

No surgeon, women’s hospital
sends patients to Meerut

GHAZIABAD: In the absence of a
general surgeon, the District
‘Women Hospital has been referring
patients who require major surgery
to LLRM Medical College in Meerut
for the past one month. One such
case came to notice on
Wednesday, wherein a woman
from Dasna accused the hospital
doctor of referring her to
another hospital for operation.
Officials said this situation
arose after Dr Deepa Tyagi,
posted as the chief medical
superintendent here, was
transferred to Lucknow. Tyagi
used to do all such surgeries but
after her, there is no surgeon to
handle such complicated cases.
Now, the hospital administration has
written to senior officials to provide
asurgeon. Dr Sangeeta Goyal, chief

Diwali near, but portal for local goods not ready

NOIDA: Supporting the PM’s call
for ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and
‘Vocal for Local’ campaigns,
traders at the Sector 18 retail
market under the Confederation
of All India Traders (CAIT) had
opted for a complete boycott of
Chinese goods and planned to
sell their products
Bharatemarket.com. However,
with less than two weeks left for
Diwali, the portal is far from
functioning. The portal - which
promised free delivery of goods
such as diyas, Madhubani
painting saris, lamps, pots, home
decor items, rangolis and
handicraft - can only be launched
by December even though its
logo was unveiled on Friday
Hence, retailers, including
jewellers in the market, are
gearing up for Diwali festivities

via

without the portal and amid
unresolved surface parking
issues. The neighbouring markets
such as Atta, Indira market, the
local sector market etc. have also
started putting on display Diwali
decoration items such as earthen
diyas, pots, rangolis etc. SK
Jain, president of the sector 18
market association, said, “With
just two weeks left for Diwali, we
have started putting our stock
on display to attract crowds and
gain some profit. The festival
which is being celebrated in a
very adverse situation this year,
has, however, made us hopeful
of recovering the losses that we
suffered due to the pandemic.
We had hoped to gain from the
online platform but now, we will
rely on the traditional shopping
mode.” Experts said that

consumers avoided buying
anything apart from necessary
items during the past eight
months and are expected to
throng the markets for Diwali
shopping. Jain said that they are
also not leaving any stone
unturned. “We have begun
decorating our showrooms and
also carrying out extensive
sanitation drives in the sector with
the help from the public health
department,” Jain said, adding that
they expect sales of around Rs 200
crore for Diwali. “We have
suffered an average loss of Rs 5000
Cr due to eight months of Covid
outbreak including lockdown and
Unlock both. This figure is for
entire Noida markets where sector
18 comprises about 60% share
including the malls surrounding
the sector.

medical superintendent of the
hospital, said, “Dr Tyagi holds the
degree of MS and used to conduct
major operations at the hospital, but
after her transfer we are facing
difficulties. The situation has been
further complicated due to the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and
the availability of doctors.” “We are
doing deliveries through C-section,
but other surgeries have been
affected. There is no surgeon and
we do not have any other alternative
arrangement. We have written
letters to both the administration and
the government about the present
scenario and also requested them
to provide a general surgeon, Goyal
said. The CMS informed that having
no other option they are referring
all complicated cases to the medical
college in Meerut.

Noida police investigate
murder cloaked as road crash
NOIDA: A man who allegedly
duped as many as 14 people by
selling them cars through online
sale-purchase platform OLX and
later stealing the vehicles using
their GPS locations has been
arrested by Noida police.
Manottam Tyagi alias Manu
allegedly sold two cars, including
a WagonR belonging to his
Moradabad-based friend, at least
14 times, police said. Manu
would place an advertisement for
the WagonR and a Swift Dzire on
OLX with a fake number plate.
After getting a potential buyer,
he would negotiate its price with
the person and sell it off.
However, he would hand over the
car only after placing a GPS
tracker. Subsequently, he would
steal the car using a second key,
the police said.
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Wife, two daughters choke man to
death after being harassed for years

NOIDA: Provoked by continuous
physical torture and abuse at the
hands of her 50-year-old alcoholic
husband and with no help from
police even after repeated
complaints, a 42-year-old woman
and her two teenaged daughters
allegedly murdered the man by
throttling him with a ‘dupatta’ early
on Friday. The woman said that
the accused, who was a drug and
alcohol addict, allegedly worked
as a sweeper and had been
outraging the modesty of his
teenaged daughters — aged 14
and 16 — for the past few years
by peeping inside the bathrooms
when they would take shower. The
incident came to light on Friday
morning when the body was
found in a ditch covered with a

GNIDA launches scheme
for commercial plots

GNOIDA: The Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) on Thursday
launched 14 commercial plot
schemes and 11 fuel petrol/diesel/
CNGfelectric vehicle charging)
station plots including space for
retail outlets and ATMs. A
commercial plot scheme has been
launched for interested builders,
developers and investors which
will be allotted by E-auction. This
scheme will be floated monthly
on an online/continuous basis
from month to month basis. Under
the scheme there are two kinds
of plots 2 FAR (floor area ratio)
and 4 FAR,” said Narendra
Bhooshan CEO GNIDA. While
the first lot of 14 such plots are
set for E-auction, there are five
plots of 2 FAR plots which will
be E- auctioned at Rs 46,190 sqm.

fibre sheet in the park behind the
Morna bus stand. The body was
sent for post-mortem and the
autopsy revealed marks on the
neck which pointed at
strangulation as the reason
behind his death, said DCP (Noida)
Rajesh S. Police then questioned
his wife and the two daughters.
Interrogation revealed bone-
chilling details of the harassment
that the three went through and
the subsequent murder. The
woman told police that they had
been married for 25 years and the
harassment started soon after. “He
was an addict and would beat and
torture me daily. While on one
occasion he tried to attack me with
a knife, another time he tried to
burn me.

RWASs highlight infra
issues, GM Rajeev Tyagi
inspects five sectors

NOIDA: Noida Authority GM
Rajeev Tyagi visited sectors 50,
47, 28, 29 and 37 where RWAs
demanded unsold shops be put
on rent to facilitate local market,
a bus shelter, a clubhouse,
cleaning of vacant plots, repair
of boundary wall and connecting
small drain to the big drain in
sector 47, FOB at sector 28 to
connect to GIP mall, resurfacing
of roads in sectors 29 and 37
which are pending since last year
and repair of sector 50 parks
along with broadening of access
gates. “A meeting was held with
RWASs of sectors 50, 47 and Arun
Vihar Residents Welfare
Association (AVRWA) of sectors
28,29 and 37 where many issues
were raised.

Second 200M VA transformer at
Sector 123 substation energised

NOIDA: The 400 kV substation
at Sector 123 was energised with
a second 200MVA transformer
on Friday in the presence of
Uttar Pradesh Power
Transmission Corporation
Limited (UPPTCL) MD Senthil
Pandian C. With this, the
substation capacity is now 400
MVS while plans are also
underway to energise two more
transformers at the substation.
“Energisation of 400/132 kV
200MVA transformer number II
was done at 400 kV substation
at Sector 123 in presence of MD
Dr Senthil Pandian C MD
UPPTCL today at 3.23pm. This
is the second 200 MVA
transformer that was energized
at the substation. With this,

Why filing a cybercrime FIR is an uphill task

NOIDA: On the night of
September 22, Arvind Kumar
received messages on
withdrawals of Rs 10,000 and Rs
1,000 in two transactions from his
savings account with a private
bank. “Since I didn’t withdraw the
money, [ went to the Beta Il police
station but the officers there
asked me to approach the
Surajpur police. The Surajpur
cops, in turn, told me to go to the
cyber cell in Sector 108. A case
was finally lodged on October
21,” he said. While Noida has
become a hub of cyber crime,
lodging an FIR in a case remains
a daunting task, with many
victims alleging that the local
police stations drive them away
or refuse to take complaints.
Although police stations can
directly lodge an FIR in a cyber

Man shoots at brother-in-law after argument

GREATER NOIDA: A 32-year-old
man allegedly fired at his brother-
in-law in Gaur City Galleria on
Thursday night following a
prolonged dispute with his in-laws
and his estranged wife, According
to the police, around 8pm, the
accused, Rohit, had barged into a
vegetable shop called Sabzi
Chowk and got into an argument
with his father-in-law and brother-
in-law following which he took out
a country-made pistol and fired
three gunshots at his brother-in-
law, Vijay but missed the aim. While
two of the bullets settled in the
ceiling of the shop, another hit a
fridge kept inside the shop. Rohit
married Shalini, daughter of ex-
armyman, Harinder, around one-
and-half-year-ago. “The woman’s
family has alleged that the
accused lied to them at the time of
the wedding and claimed to have

a property business. However,
after the wedding they found that
the man had no business and
used to consume drugs. He also
mistreated Shalini over dowry
demand. Shalini, who works as a
teacher in Sultanpur, had earlier
too dialled 112 to report about the
disputes,” said Munish Chauhan,
the SHO of Bisrakh police station.
Several disputes later, the couple
allegedly started living separately
but a few days ago, Shalini’s
father and brother had an
argument over the issue with
Rohit during which they assaulted
the latter. Angered over this, Rohit
wanted to avenge the insult and
sourced a country-made pistol
from Meerut, said police. On
Thursday night, he allegedly
barged into the store and fired
three bullets at Vijay which missed
the target and he survived.

crime case, many have been
asking complainants to visit the
cyber cell in Sector 108. And in
many cases, the FIRs are lodged
after a delay of months. “Filing a
complaint at the police station is
not an easy task. Some Rs 15,000
got deducted from my account
sometime in September. After
making rounds of the local police
station, our complaint was taken
by the cyber cell in Sector 108,”
said Shailja Mehrotra, a Noida
resident. While senior officers
say that police stations are not
supposed to refuse lodging of an
FIR to a complainant, many have
to run from pillar to post for the
same. A female executive had to
wait for over 15 days for lodging
of her FIR after some unknown
cyber criminals allegedly misused
her pictures uploaded on her

10 months after murder,
Gaurav phone found

NOIDA: Police have recovered a
mobile phone belonging to senior
healthcare executive Gaurav
Chandel, nearly 10 months after
he was waylaid by carjackers in a
service lane of Parthala Chowk
while on his way home in Gaur
City and shot in the back of his
head. A watch has also been
found. On Wednesday, Phase 111
police had taken Ashu Jaat, the
main accused, on remand after he
was brought to Luksar jail in
Greater Noida from Allahabad's
Naini jail. "We had received a 12-
hour remand of the accused,
which ended around S5pm on
Friday. Ashu has been sent back
to Naini jail," SHO Jitendra Dikhit
said. When Chandel had gone
missing, his family had tried
searching for him using his
cellphone's location.

Instagram profile and created
fake IDs on Twitter, Facebook and
WhatsApp and demanded
money — between Rs 4,000 and
8,000 — from random “‘clients” in
exchange of an offer for sexual
favours. DCP (cyber) Nitin Tiwari,
in-charge of the Noida cyber cell,
told TBC that the police stations
can’t refuse complainants about
lodging an FIR. “We maintain files
of each and every case that gets
reported to us. The process
followed is that whenever a
complaint comes, we investigate into
it, check details and send them to the
local police station, recommending an
FIR,” he said, adding that gathering
information from social media
platforms like Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram takes days and even banks
take time to revert on queries from the
cyber cell.

Sector 123 kV substation now
has the capacity of 400MVA
transmission capacity,” said
Puneet Gupta, superintending
engineer (Transmission)
UPPTCL. Gupta further adds that
plans for two more transformers
of similar capacity are in the
pipeline for the Sector 123
substation. “This will take the
total number of four transformers
at the substation for transmission
purposes,” said Gupta. The newly
energized transformers will
upgrade power supply of Noida
and its sectors. The 400 kV gas
insulated substation (GIS) at
Sector 123, built at a cost of Rs
282.36 crore, had got delayed due
to Covid-19 lockdown. It was
energised on October 2.

30 new public toilets

to come up in GNoida
GNOIDA: Public toilets will be
installed in 21 more areas in Greater
Noida in the next one year, officials
said on Friday. The Greater Noida
Industrial Development Authority
(GNIDA) has finalised the
locations where the public toilets
are needed. Officials added that 30
toilets will be installed in these
areas. At present, 15 public toilets
are operational in the residential
sectors of the city, while 33 are in
use in the urban villages. The
installation of public utilities is
estimated to be developed at Rs
3.18 crore. During a survey that was
carried out earlier this year, a
number of residents and visitors
told the authority officials that the
half-a-dozen existing toilet blocks
are located close to metro stations,
and hence they are not as useful
for other commuters.

Sachin Pilot: People of UP want
change, Yogi govtis arrogant

NOIDA: Congress leader Sachin
Pilot on Friday said people's desire
for a change will be reflected in the
coming bypolls in Uttar Pradesh. If
his party performs well and BJP
doesn't, it would send out a strong
message to the entire state, he
added. Byelections to eight UP
assembly seats are scheduled to
be held on November 3. Pilot, who
was travelling to Bulandshahr to
campaign for the Congress
candidate, targeted the Yogi
Adityanath government, saying
instead of focusing on law and
order and governance, he was
busy with politics of religion.
"There are tremendous
opportunities in UP but the CM is
working in arrogance because of
his government's majority. You see
what happened in Hathras. There

is nobody to listen to the poor," he
said. Taking a dig at BSP supremo
Mayawati, who has said her MLAs
would vote for even a BJP
candidate to ensure an SP defeat,
Pilot pointed out that the public was
watching everything very closely.
"Going back and forth on your
ideology reduces the mandate of
the people. When the assembly
elections take place in UP,
Congress and its allies can provide
a better alternative and strong
government," he said. On the Bihar
elections, Pilot said there is a strong
current in favour of change:
"Biharis are asking questions... my
belief is that the
Mahagathbandhan would perform
well." he said. In Madhya Pradesh
too, bypolls are taking place on 28
seats.
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Under the aegis of Gurukul Education Society running Gurukul-The School NH-24, Ghaziabad with

Ranked amongst top 10 schools
of Ghaziabad by Times of India,
Hindustan Times, Education World
for 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015.
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Dutstanding Award by Tony Blair
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