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Regional flights to 4 cities including
Kannur and Hubli from Hindon
airbase expected by October end

Ghaziabad : If all goes well,
passengers to Kannur in Kerala,
Hubli in Karnataka, Nashik in
Maharashtra and Pithoragarh in
Uttarakhand will have a direct air
link from Ghaziabad by October-
end. Officials of the Ghaziabad
districtadministration are hopeful
that the regional flights from the
Hindon airbase can start from
October this year. The airbase
has been selected for operation
of regional flights under the
regional connectivity scheme of
the Union ministry of civil
aviation. The scheme will provide
reliefto the overburdened Delhi
airport. Ghaziabad district
magistrate Ritu Maheshwari has

been nominated as the nodal
officer for taking decisions on
lease agreement with farmers
and other infrastructure facilities,
which are to be developed as part
of the project. She said a draft of
the = memorandum  of
understanding (MoU) has been
finalised and sent to the state
government. “The MoU is to be
signed between the UP
government and the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), which
will develop the terminal facilities
under the project. The
infrastructure facilities such as
connecting road and electricity
supply will be provided by the UP
agencies.
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Kejriwal-Baijal ™

tussle: The SC order
puts the onus on AAP

For years now, Delhi’s citizens have had to put up with
the refrain that the problems that plague the city (and
many do) can’t be addressed by its elected government
because the Lieutenant Governor won’t allow it to. On
Wednesday, a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court
headed by the Chief Justice of India did its bid to
resolve the impasse.

The apex court did not strike down a previous Delhi
High Court verdict that gave the LG more powers. But
it emphasised the need for collective responsibility —
on the part of the LG and the ministers — for the
effective administration of Delhi. The verdict lays down
and interprets the broad constitutional contours
governing the relationship between the LG and the
elected government.

The Aam Aadmi Party’s response to the judgement has
been celebratory, but while the Supreme Court has
acknowledged the primacy of the elected government
of Delhi over the LG in the administration of the
national capital, it is not as though it has handed the
elected government untrammelled powers. The Centre,
and, by extension, the LG, retains the power to legislate
on the issues of land, law and order and police.

Still, the court has said the LG has to act on the aid
and advice of the council of ministers and does not
enjoy any independent decision-making power. Clearing
the air surrounding the roles of the elected government
and the LG, the court ruled that the “status of NCT of
Delhi is sui generis, a class apart, and the status of the
Licutenant Governor of Delhi is not that of a Governor
of a State, rather he remains an administrator, in a
limited sense, working with the designation of
Lieutenant Governor”.

This reiteration of the constitutional scheme by the top
court does not clarify everything, though. The five-
judge bench has said that a smaller bench of two judges
will decide on pending matters in which, because of a
conflict between the government and the LG, resolution
is pending. The Centre too, may seek a review of at
least some parts of the ruling.

The seeds of this confusion between the LG and the
elected government were sown by the 69 constitutional
amendments in 1991 that created a legislative assembly
and made a national capital of Delhi. While the idea of
the amendment was to give a larger say to the people
of Delhi in its governance, it gave rise to friction
between the elected government and the LG. Another
important ongoing issue is whether Delhi can be
granted statehood. The bench categorically ruled out
that option “under our present constitutional scheme”.
The elected government in Delhi may have more
authority than it has had of late. But with power comes
responsibility. It should have no further excuse to not
get down to working on and finding solutions to
problems that plague the capital.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Front wheel hanging over edge, Noida school bus narrowly escapes plunge into canal

Ghaziabad : Amajor accident
was averted on Wednesday
morning when a school bus
carrying 10 children almost
went over bank of a canal with
its left front wheel hanging over
the edge in Jewar area of
Greater Noida. According to
eyewitnesses, the incident took
place around 7.30am on the
Rabupura-Jewar route when
the driver of the school bus lost
control of the bus on the muddy
road near the canal. The bus
came to a halt at the brink of
the canal, with its front wheel
hanging over the edge. The
bus belonged to Agrasen Public

Temple? Burari
wonders what to do

with ‘house of death’
Delhi : The Burari house in which
11 members of a family were
found dead on Sunday stares at
an uncertain future with a a few
locals suggesting that a temple
should replace the building. The
deaths left many residents scared,
a few tenants in the alley are
contemplating relocation and local
businesses are suffering because
of the continued police presence.
The neighbourhood continued to
attract curious passersby even on
Thursday as they would stop their
vehicles to discuss the deaths and
take photographs.

School in Dayanatpur village of
Jewar Kasba in Greater
Noida.“The bus was on its way
towards Nagla Basona village
in Jewar from Sigara village in
Rabupura after picking up
students from their residences.

On the Rabupura to Jewar
route, there is a muddy patch
of road alongside the canal. A
buggy was coming from the
opposite side and the driver
swerved the bus to the left to
give way to the buggy.

However, the muddy road
alongside the canal collapsed
under the weight of the bus,”
Navneet Goyal, managing
director, Agrasen Public
School, Jewar, said. Children,
aged between 12 and 14 years,
were rescued from the bus by
bystanders. The bus was then
pulled back from the canal.
“We have all the documents of
our buses in place,” Goyal said,
adding that no one was injured
in the accident. “No one was
injured. We brought all students
to school safely and classes
continued as usual,” Goyal
said. Police said that no case

was registered in the matter.
“By the time a police team
reached the spot, the bus had
already been pulled back and
was on its way to the school.
No case was registered as
there was no accident,” said
SS Bhati, station house officer,
Jewar police station. Jewar
MLA?Thakur Dhirendra
Singh also took cognizance of
the incident on social media
and said,“We expect action
against irresponsible officers
and contractors. Those
responsible for putting lives in
danger should be severely dealt
with (sic).”

GZB family in Maruti 800 hit by speeding Honda City on EP expressway, one killed

Ghaziabad : One person was
killed and six members of his
family injured after their car
was hit by a speeding Honda
City sedan on the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway (EPE)
near Masuri, late on Sunday.
The police identified the dead
man as 28-year-old Rajesh
Kumar. His wife Geeta and
four minor children suffered
injuries. The couple, their three
children and another four
children of Kumar’s brother
were enjoying a drive on the
EPE in their Maruti 800 when
the accident took place.
“While they were taking a U-

o Jurda

B

turn to return home, a speeding
Honda City hit their car from
behind,” Sanjay Kumar,
Kumar’s brother-in-law, said.
Kumar owned a battery
making factory in Lal Kuan,
Ghaziabad, and the family is
from Dasna town under the
Masuri police station area.
“His wife was discharged from

Police yet to arrest Haryana BJP leader’s son booked for rape

Ghaziabad : Three days after
a 27-year-old woman alleged
that she was raped by the son
of'a Haryana Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader, police are
yet to arrest the accused.
According to the victim, the
accused Uday Veer Singh
Tanwar, son of Rao Surendra
Singh, a leader from Kaithal,
took her to Manali, Himachal
Pradesh, along with two of his
friends on June 12 and raped
her on June 14. She also
claimed that she was raped for
the first time on June 1 after
being drugged. The victim
approached the police with a
complaint on June 30 and,
based on her statement, a case
of rape and unnatural sex was
registered against Tanwar. Two
of Tanwar’s accomplices,
Radhika Agarwal and Yash
Saarda, were arrested on July
2 from their rented house in
Noida’s Sector 47 for allegedly

blackmailing the victim by
recording her video. “Both the
arrested persons were released
on bail on Tuesday. We have
formed teams to nab Uday
Veer and we are tracking his
mobile phone number. If the
need arises, a team will also be
sent to Kaithal to arrest him. He
has been charged under the
Indian Penal Code sections 376
and 377 for rape and unnatural
sex,” Avnish Dixit, station
house officer, Sector 49 police
station, said. Police are also
probing the victim’s claims that
she was forcibly given
psychotropic drugs and later
asked to buy marijuana. “It has
come to light that the accused
and his friends were using
drugs. We are also probing the
matter,” Shwetabh Pandey,
circle officer 3, Noida, said.
Tanwar, a resident of Kaithal
in Haryana, is believed to be
aged between 20-23 years. He

is enrolled in a private university
inNoidaand s living in arented
house in Sector 47. The victim,
who is 27-years-old, is married
and lives in Noida. According
to the victim’s complaint,
Tanwar met her on June 1
through a friend at a party. The
woman further said that she
was raped at Tanwar’s
residence in Sector 47 on June
1 after being drugged. “After
June 1, he and his friends
started blackmailing me with a
video they had shot of me.
Uday Veer then forced me to
go to Manali with his friends
where [ was asked to pay the
bills. He had unnatural sex with
me on June 14 in Manali and [
somehow reached Delhi after
the incident. On June 18, he
came to my house and
threatened to kill me if I
revealed the incident to
anyone,” the woman said in her
complaint.

the hospital while two children
are still in the hospital. The
Honda City occupants escaped
with minor injuries as the air
bags deployed on impact. We
have filed a police complaint
in the incident,” Sanjay said.
Both the damaged cars were
brought to the Masuri police
station. “We have filed an FIR
against the driver of the Honda
City. The occupants fled
leaving the car behind after the
accident. We will trace them
with the help of the car’s
registration number,” Umesh
Bahadur Singh, SHO of
Masuri police station, said. The

police said the FIR was filed
under the IPC sections of 304a
(causing death of any person
by arash or negligent act), 338
(causing grievous hurt) and
279 (rash and negligent driving
endangering lives). Accident
have been frequent on the
newly opened expressway. A
cyclist was killed by a speeding
Brezza near the Duhai
interchange in Ghaziabad on
June 9. On June 1, five cattle
died after being hit by speeding
vehicle on the expressway in
Ghaziabad. On June 4, a
scooter rider slipped and died
near the Duhai interchange.

Kejriwal meets Delhi L-G, says Centre
not obeying Supreme Court order

Delhi : The tussle between
Delhi lieutenant governor
Anil Baijal and the Aam
Aadmi Party government
seems to have taken a new
turn on Friday as chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal
indicated that some
differences including the
jurisdiction over the services
department are yet to be
ironed out. Kejriwal and his
deputy Manish Sisodia met
Baijal seeking his cooperation
in Delhi’s development and
good governance on Friday,
two days after the Supreme
Court ruled that the central
representative was bound by
the constitution to listen to
the national capital’s
democratically elected
government. “Met L-G
today, Mr Anil Baijal refused
to agree that services
department has come under

the elected government in
Delhi. He said that the 2015
MHA order on services dept
has not been quashed by the
Supreme Court,” he told
mediapersons. In a letter to
Kejriwal, Baijal pointed to a
2015 ministry of home
affairs (MHA)?notification,
issuing  “presidential
directions” under Article 239
and 239AA of the
Constitution. It said
‘services’ falls outside the
purview of the Legislative
Assembly of the NCT of
Delhi and consequently the
government of the National
Capital Territory of Delhi
will have no executive
powers in relation to
‘services’. “The said
notification was also upheld
by the high court of Delhi in
its judgement on August 4,
2016,” he said.
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Ghaziabad Police arrest man for allegedly

Ghaziabad : Police arrested a
30-year-old man on Thursday
for allegedly kidnapping and
killing a 14-year-old boy,
whose body was found with his
throat slit at a sugarcane field
in Muradnagar, nearly eight
kilometers away from his
house in Ghaziabad’s Modi
Nagar on June 29 morning.
According to the police, the
accused, Subhash Kumar, was
living as a tenant in the boy’s
house for the past nine months.
Kumar killed the boy fearing
that he would spill the beans
about Kumar’s alleged affair

Lucknow

_ L)

=)

with the victim’s mother.
“Initially, the boy’s family, in
their FIR, had suspected the
role of some boys of his
locality as they had a fight
while playing cricket on June
28 afternoon,” said Vaibhav
Krishna, senior superintendent
of police (SSP), Ghaziabad.
During the initial investigation,
the police questioned the boys
but they had no clue about the

interfaith

couple’s passports cleared

Noida : The passportissued by
the Regional Passport Office
(RPO) in Lucknow to an inter-
faith couple is valid, and an
official and police had gone
beyond their brief on the matter,
an internal probe of the ministry
concluded. The matter had
raised a storm last month when
the official in question was
transferred, with external
affairs minister, Sushma
Swaraj, being trolled. “The
passports of Tanvi Seth and
Anas Siddiqui have been
cleared,” Regional Passport
Officer (RPO), Piyush Verma,
said on Wednesday. Persons
familiar with the internal probe
of the ministry said an official

at the RPO and police in the
verification report went beyond
their brief, getting into details
that are “irrelevant” while
issuing the travel document.
The couple had alleged
harassment by a passport
official, saying they were
targeted because of their
interfaith marriage. The UP
police, in its verification report,
made remarks that Seth was
not staying in the address in
Lucknow which was given at
the time of applying for the
passport. But the probe report
found that the police verification
report, according to new rules,
shouldn’t have gone beyond
two points of inquiry:

murder. Further, the brutality of
the murder pointed towards the
involvement of some adult.
The SSP said that involvement
of the boys aged 7 to 13 years,
who had a fight with the victim
recently, was thus ruled out.
“However, the investigation
revealed that Kumar had
relations with the boy’s mother
and they both were seen
together by the boy in Kumar’s
room on June 26,” the SSP
said. Later, while scanning the
CCTV footage from
Modinagar (boy’s locality) to
Muradnagar on the Delhi-

killing landlord’s son over attair with his mother

Meerut Road, the boy was
seen riding pillion with Kumar
on a scooty. “Kumar had
offered to purchase kites for
the boy. In another CCTV
footage, Kumar is seen near
the Ganga Canal and taking
turn towards Jalalabad. He’s
seen carrying a jute bag and a
knife. The boy was taken to
an isolated sugarcane field.
Kumar first strangulated the
boy and then slit his throat,”
the SSP said. Kumar, who
works as supervisor with an
LPG agency in Ghaziabad, is
married with three children.

Only 12 sitting judges out
of 23 have disclosed assets
on Supreme Court website

Noida : Almost a decade after
the Supreme Court passed a
resolution to make public the
details of assets owned by the
apex court judges, only half of
the sitting judges have disclosed
their assets and investments on
the top court’s website. Of the
23 sitting judges in the Supreme
Court, only 12 have so far
disclosed their assets on the
apex court website. Chief
Justice Dipak Misra and the
next four senior-most judges,
Justices Ranjan Gogoi, M B
Lokur, Kurian Joseph and AK
Sikri are among those who have
declared their assets. Justices

S ABobde, NV Ramana, Arun
Mishra, A K Goel, R
Banumathi, A M Khanwilkar
and Ashok Bhushan have also
disclosed their assets and
liabilities along with that of their
families. The apex court
website does not have the
names of Justices R F Nariman,
A M Sapre, U U Lalit, DY
Chandrachud, L Nageswara
Rao, Sanjay Kishan Kaul,
Mohan M Shantanagoudar, S
Abdul Nazeer, Navin Sinha,
Deepak Gupta and Indu
Malhotra in the list of those who
have disclosed their assets,
liabilities and investments.

Stubble burning in north India pollutes central
and southern states too, says NASA study

Delhi : Pollution from burning
agricultural waste or crop
residue by farmers in the
north-western states of India
not only impacts air quality in
Delhi and the neighbouring
areas but also affects central
and southern Indian states and
the eastern parts of the Indo-
Gangetic Plains (IGP), a new
study has revealed.The study,
led by NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center, has
found that fine black carbon
particles released from
biomass burning in Punjab,
Haryana and western Uttar
Pradesh between October

and November reaches parts
of Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh, and Odisha in
the post-monsoon and winter
seasons, with the highest
impact being observed in the
first and second weeks of
November. Researchers
attributed the rise in and
dispersal of pollutants far
from the source to
mechanised harvesting
practices, which leave 10-
30cm-high stubble in the field,
and prompt farmers to burn
what’s left.“Mechanised
harvesting leaves more

residue in the field, in the form
of stalks, stubbles, and straws
that are burnt by farmers to
clear the field for the next
crop,” said RP Singh, co-
author and professor at the
School of Life and
Environmental Sciences,
Schmid College of Science
and Technology, Chapman
University, US. “An increase
in crop residue burning is the
result of increased shift
towards mechanised
harvesting, which has
spread gradually to other
states, including the foothills
of the Himalayas.”Black

carbon, commonly known as
soot, is emitted during
incomplete biomass burning
and vehicular combustion, and
has a negative impact on
health, climate, rainfall, and
soil productivity. These
particles are so fine (0.1 to 1
micron) that they can
disperse over large distances;
in humans they can cross cell
walls and affect health. Their
ability to absorb heat from
sunlight also makes these
pollutants the second-most
warming agent in the
atmosphere, after carbon
dioxide.
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