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Swachh star Ghaziabad slips
up, stares at rankings fall

GHAZIABAD: For two
consecutive years, Ghaziabad
has been the star performer in
the Swachh Bharat rankings,
finishing at 13th spot on the
national index in 2019 from
351st in  2017. The
improvement was visible
everywhere, from clean roads
to even footpaths and
manicured parks. But this
dream run could very well end
in the next Swachh Bharat
exercise in 2020 because of
glaring gaps that have crept
into its infrastructure and
maintenance. A Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation (GMC)
official said the district’s

performance has left much to
be desired in some key
Swachh Bharat parameters,
and in some areas, gains made
over the past two years were
being negated. For instance,
there is very little progress so
far this year in creating
awareness among residents.
Residents’ complaints on the
Swachhata app are not being
redressed. “The Centre has
this time changed the format
to determine Swachh
rankings. Till this time last year,
the civic body had organised
around 300 workshops
involving residents to create
awareness.
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EDITORIAL

NRC : An experiment gone awry

Thirty years after an anti-immigrant movement rocked
the state of Assam, the process of identifying Indian citizens
and detecting outsiders finally reached a (partial) conclusion
on Saturday. The National Register of Citizens was
updated, excluding over 1.9 million people - six percent of
Assam’s population. The NRC process took four years,
involved the massive deployment of the bureaucratic
machinery, became one of the most contentious political
issues in contemporary India, deepened existing cleavages
in Assamese society, and delivered an outcome with which
no one is happy. The roots of the NRC can be traced back
to the Assam movement, when “indigenous” Assamese
mobilised sentiment against the perceived influx of
immigrants, particularly from Bangladesh. After a series
of agreements, and laws made and unmade, the Supreme
Court directed and closely monitored the process of updating
the NRC. The political push came from the Bharatiya
Janata Party, which saw in the exercise an opportunity to
fulfil an old promise of deporting immigrants. Its assumption
was that a majority of those identified as such would be
Muslims. It was this combination of an old local identity-
based movement, an over-zealous judiciary, and political
activism by a party keen to make electoral inroads in a
new region and pursue its ideological agenda that led to the
NRC.

But the process has had tremendous costs, with little tangible
benefit. At the human level, stories abound of Indians —
including the old and ill; those with long periods of service
to the nation; and across religious communities and
ethnicities — struggling to prove their citizenship. Even
though the final list has seen the number of those excluded
dip from 4 million to 1.9 million, political parties across the
board believe that genuine citizens have still been left out.
Politically, the issue has deepened the communal divide not
only in Assam but also other parts of the country where
the BJP has promised to kick start the NRC process. (It is
a different matter that the party itself'is not happy with the
outcome of the NRC in Assam, for it had expected a higher
exclusion of Muslims and lower of Hindus.) These divisions
will not be easy to heal. The episode has also brought out
the perils of an interventionist judiciary which prioritised
identifying immigrants without carefully considering the
difficulties in the process. The fate of those excluded is
uncertain, for deportation is not feasible and detention
centres would be ethically wrong and a blot on Indian
democracy. There have been diplomatic costs too. While
India has assured Bangladesh that it is an internal matter,
Dhaka has been concerned about the rhetoric emanating
from Indian leaders. On the other side, the benefits are
unclear for no section of Assamese society is happy with
the outcome. India must avoid such experiments in the

future. -By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

2 years after accident, FIR lodged

GREATER NOIDA: An
unidentified person has been
booked after two and a half years
for rash driving and causing death
due tonegligence. The brother of
the deceased alleged that he
approached the Knowledge Park
police station multiple times to get

the FIR lodged but police said it
was too late. According to Amit
Kumar, on January 7, 2017, his
brother, Anuj, who worked as an
engineer in a private company,
suffered serious injuries after his
Bullet bike was hit by another
speedy motorcycle.
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‘Competitive prices needed for unsold flats’

GHAZIABAD: The state
government has directed the
development authorities across
the state to come up with a
policy to sell their unsold flats
and commercial spaces. A
meeting was held in Lucknow
on Wednesday in this regard,
which was chaired by the
principal secretary of the
housing and urban planning
department and attended by
finance controllers from
development authorities. GDA
vice-chairman Kanchan
Verma said the move is aimed
at formulating a calculation
method which will help the
authorities to offer prices of its
properties that can compete
with those offered by private
builders. “There is a huge gap
between the price offered by
us and the private builder for
flats which are similar in

dimensions. A flat which is
being offered by GDA at Rs
1.25 crore, is made available
for Rs 75 lakh in the market
by a private builder. In such a
scenario, why will a person go
for our property?” the VC
said. According to an estimate,
the cost of unsold GDA
properties is around Rs 2,000
crore. Despite conducting
auctions for more around 15 to
20 times in the past, the
authority failed to sell them.
The GDA has also drastically
reduced its administrative and
supervision charges which it
levies on its properties to make
them competitive, but it has
also been found to be
inadequate. The VC said the
entire exercise is being done
to come with a method which
will help in overcoming this
issue.

Hands stuck in car
window, men dragged
for 300m; one run over

GHAZIABAD: A 25-year-
old man died and his younger
cousin is battling for life in
hospital after their hands got
stuck in the windows of a car
they were pushing and they
were dragged for around 300
metres when the driver
pressed the accelerator. Police
said the deceased, Aarif, had
bought the second-hand Swift
car on OLX and was returning
home to Hapur after
completing paperwork in a
Ghaziabad court when the
accident occurred. His cousin
Farmaan (23) is admitted in
hospital with several fractures.
Police said the accident
occurred near Yashoda
Hospital when the former
owner of the car, identified as
one Barkat Alj, tried to speed
away with the vehicle.

Yogi Adityanath invites PM Narendra Modi to Greater Noida event

LUCKNOW: In arguably the
first-of-its-kind research in the
country, Dr Ram Manohar
Lohia National Law University
will study Mahabharata from
both literary and legal
perspectives. The research,
titled "Moral complexities and
dilemmas in Vyasa's
Mahabharata', will be
conducted by PhD student
Bhavya Arora under the
supervision of assistant
professor Alka Singh, who is
also spokesperson for the
university. The research will
dwell on identity of women,

gender studies, ownership,
human rights, disarmament,
and how these issues can be
juxtaposed with the law. "We
will be the first law university
in the country to conduct
research in this area. In
Mahabharata, there are many
instances of legal justice that
need to be questioned and
analysed," said assistant
professor Singh. "The study
will establish an intricate bond
that exists between law and
literature," she added.
Research scholar Bhavya
said, "An epic like

Mahabharata helps decode
why and how an ancient text
can function as a model for
contemporary global concerns,
and an analysis of gender, law,
politics, questions of
ownership, primogeniture and
a lot more." Bhavya
maintained that the epic served
as a mode to understand
contemporary issues, which
have now become a question
of human rights. For instance,
a close analysis of Draupadi's
character reveals how a
heroine comes out as an astute
upholder of individual rights.
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Cousin Kkills 40-year-old
after fight between their kids

GHAZIABAD: A 40-year-old
man was stabbed to death by
his cousin in Masuri’s Amipur
Barela village on Saturday.
According to the police, a
heated argument between the
cousins over a fight between
their children led to the crime.
“Sandeep and Deepak resided
in the same area. On
Saturday evening, their kids
were playing in the locality
when they got into a fight.
Soon, the fathers Sandeep
and Deepak intervened. They
got into an argument.
Deepak’s father Rampuri and
a relative Zile Singh also

'Safaigiri': Noida
Authority's big push for
better Swachh ranking

NOIDA: With the aim to
improve its ranking in Swachh
Survekshan 2020, the Noida
Authority continued the second
phase of'its weekend sanitation
drive called 'safaigiri' at
sectors 14, 18,46 and 105 on
Sunday. The drive, which
started on August 25 from
Sector 51, began on at 7.30am
where staff from all
departments - water,
horticulture, electricity and
public health - visited the
sectors and took stock of
sanitation and other civic
issues. They also administered
an oath towards cleanliness
amongst residents and traders
in Sector 18 market.

joined Deepak and started
accusing Sandeep. Soon, in a
fit of rage Deepak stabbed
Sandeep with a knife on his
chest,” a relative told the
police. Neighbours rushed
Sandeep to a hospital in
Modinagar where he died
during treatment. Vinod,
Sandeep’s brother, filed a
complaint against Deepak,
Rampuri and Zile Singh based
on which an FIR was lodged at
Masuri police station. “Deepak
was arrested on Sunday, while
his father and relative the co-
accused in the case — are
absconding,” an officer said.

Noida: 12 zones for 1,001
vendors in 1st phase

NOIDA: The Noida Authority
on Sunday came out with the
first phase of vendor zone
policy where about 1,001
registered vendors will be given
spaces across 12 locations.
These include green belts of
sectors 50, 51, 35,71, 125, 137
and more. “In order to ensure
a clean city with smooth flow
of uninterrupted traffic, a
dedicated vendor zone policy
was devised on Sunday
whereby roadside vendors,
makeshift shops and kiosks
which add to the encroachment
of roads, were given a
dedicated vending zone across
12 locations in the city.

GZB woman detained for carrying
Rs 19.5 lakh in demonetised notes

CHENNALI: Taramani police
on Saturday detained a 58-
year-old woman in possession
of Rs 19.5 lakh in demonetised
currency, all in Rs 1,000 notes.
The woman was identified as
Alka Mishra from Ghaziabad
in Uttar Pradesh who stays in
Bengaluru. Police said she
came to Chennai as a tourist
and stayed at a hotel in
Taramani for a day. When she
was about to check out, and
was trying to take out take out
cash, the employee at the
reception noticed two bundles
ofrs 1,000 demonetised notes
inside the bag. The employee

Diversion on Film City flyover to decongest Noida Link road

NOIDA: The traffic police
have created a diversion to
stop vehicles travelling from
GIP to Mayur Vihar from
taking the Film City flyover in
an attempt to decongest the
Noida Link road. Noida traffic
police said the step had been
taken to ensure smooth traffic
flow on the expressway, as
around 3,000 national and
foreign delegates, ministers
and ambassadors from 196
countries are expected to visit
the Greater Noida Expo
Centre where the United
Nations Conference of the
Parties (COP) 14 would be
held from September 2. The
measure is temporary, traffic
police said. “The diversion is

Rs 5,000 crore fraud: Firm’s
Noida office raided for evidence

NOIDA: A six-member team
of the Cyberabad Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) on
Sunday raided the Sector 63
office of eBiz.com, an alleged
multilevel marketing company,
whose promoters have been
arrested for cheating
thousands of people of over
Rs 5,000 crore through money
circulation schemes. The
EOW team took the firm’s MD
Pawan Malhan and his son
Hitik Malhan, who looked after
the company affairs, to the spot
and confiscated documents
during the four-hour raid. The
office has been shut since Hitik
was first detained from Noida

by Telangana police in March.
It has been sealed afresh.
Phase III SHO Devendra
Singh told TBC that the
Cyberabad EOW team had
arrived to collect evidence.
“The accused were brought
along. The local police station
provided some assistance in
the raid,” he said. eBiz.com Pvt
Ltd was established in 2001 at
Noida. It has around 17 lakh
members, according to
Cyberabad police. FIRs have
been lodged against it at
Madhapur, Warangal and
Adilabad police stations in
Telangana and other parts of
the country.

SN ERR
in effect from Friday evening.
The vehicles travelling from
GIP underpass will now have
to take a left turn on the Noida
Expressway and then take a
U-Turn near the Dalit Prerna
Sthal to continue travelling
towards Sector 14 A, Mayur
Vihar and Akshardham,” said
Satish Kumar, circle officer, in
Noida traffic police. Noida
Link road is one of the main
stretches that connect Delhi

Man thrashed in
Noida for trying to
‘kidnap’ teenager

NOIDA: Amid fears of
child-lifters operating across
the state, a man in his
twenties was thrashed by
several villagers in Sadarpur
area late Saturday night over
rumours that he was trying to
kidnap a 16-year-old girl.
While Sector 39 police
arrested three men who were
“holding sticks” and booked
them for spreading
misinformation, the villagers
and the girl’s relatives said
their complaint was genuine.
The three arrested men are
Vishal (19), Mahipal (30) and
Santosh (20).

and Noida-Greater Noida.
“The road towards Sector 14A
was congested because of
merging of seven lanes on the
four lanes of the link road. A
few days ago, we had placed a
divider to ensure easy flow of
traffic. But complaints of traffic
jams did not stop. Which is why,
we have blocked three lanes
and diverted traffic towards the
U-Turm with the hope that it will
help decongest the road,” said
Kumar. “The step is temporary.
The diversion is expected to be
there till the convention is on,”
said Kumar. The conference
will end on September 13. The
visit to the area showed work
to beautify the stretch is on,
ahead of the convention.

informed the manager, who in
turn, informed the Taramani
police station. Police team
arrived at the hotel and nabbed
the woman. They examined
her bag and discovered two
bundles of demonetised
currency notes. During
questioning, Alka Misra told
police that she had been
carrying the cash in her hand
bag since 2017 as she could
not change the notes after
demonetisation on November
8,2016. The woman claimed
to have received the cash
through a nationalised bank in
2016.

Noida: Man dies after
getting stuck in
electronic sliding gate

NOIDA: A 43-year-old truck
driver died after allegedly
getting trapped in an electronic
sliding gate at the premise of
Uflex Ltd in Sector 61, Noida
on Saturday morning. The
deceased Sudhir had come to
unload raw materials inside the
company when his neck got
trapped in the gate. Police said
that Sudhir got off the vehicle
and peeped through the main
gate which was slightly open
to find the security guard who
was sitting next to the gate.
Though the guard saw him, he
allegedly pressed the wrong
button which led to the door
closing in.

Wildlife agency roped in for Jewar wetlands

GREATER NOIDA: The
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA) has roped in the
Dehradun-based Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) to study
the ecology around the
upcoming Jewar international
airport and come up with a plan
to conserve the environment
that would be affected by the
project. Officials said an MoU
between YEIDA and WII, an
autonomous institution under
the ministry of environment,
forests and climate change,
was signed in Dehradun on
Friday. Under the pact, a team
of experts from WII will
conduct the study and submit

its plan, by October 30, to
protect the flora and fauna in
the 10km radius around the
upcoming airport. And the
development agency will
subsequently implement the
WII recommendations, they
said. “The WII experts will
study the area for the number
of'trees to be cut and replanted,
the number of wetlands that
need to be restored, and the
flora and fauna of the area,
including the rehabilitation of
rare black bucks, cranes and
peacocks,” said Arun Vir Singh,
CEO of YEIDA. “We do not
have forest land where
extensive precaution is
required.
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Setting up illegal hoardings in Ghaziabad? You can be booked

GHAZIABAD: The district
administration has decided to file
police complaints against people
and firms who put up
unauthorised advertisements in
the city. Civic bodies like GDA,
GMC and nagar palikas have
been directed to conduct a
survey of advertisements
displayed on unipoles, foot
overbridges (FOBs) and at the
city entry points and submit a
report to the district
administration. Besides civic
agencies, private firms which
have been awarded tenders for
advertisement have also been
asked to provide details of the
agreement, spots and durations
for which they have been

granted permission, as well as
the revenue being generated
through such spaces. The
district magistrate’s (DM) office
has also issued a format for filling
up the details. The move comes
close on the heels of GMC
issuing notices to seven firms for
violating the terms of agreement
for putting up advertisements on
FOBs in the city. The seven
firms, which built FOBs under
the build-operate-transfer
(BOT) model, allegedly didn’t
provide ramps, lifts or escalators
for disabled and elderly persons.
The civic body, through the
notices, said it would cancel the
agreement and gave a week’s
time to the firms to file replies.

Truck with medicine worth Rs
1 crore robbed, six arrested

GHAZIABAD: Six robbers
were arrested from Sihani
Gate area for allegedly
robbing a truck carrying
medicines worth Rs 1 crore
following a late night gunfight
with Ghaziabad crime branch
and police. The gang allegedly
barged into the godown of
Shiva International Company
in Industrial Area on the
intervening night of August 14
and 15 and conducted robbery
after keeping the security
guards hostage. Dinesh, one of
the accused, had worked with
the company for nine years till
this March when the company
threw him out for being
involved in a fraud. Seeking

revenge, he orchestrated this
robbery. He contacted the
gang which has been active
for the last two years and
operate on the modus
operandi that they find work
in factories and rob them later
after resigning. Sudhir Kumar
Singh, Ghaziabad SSP told
TBC that they got a tip off
informing that the accused
were going with a truck to sell
the stolen items in Delhi.

DM Ajay Shankar Pandey said,
“This initiative has been taken
to break the cartel where
individuals and firms have even
prepared forged papers and
awarded themselves rights to put
up advertisements in the city.
They are akin to land mafia and
strict action will be taken against
them now.” “Likewise, the
FOBs have lost their relevance
and become the spots putting
up commercials. Most of them
do not have facilities like
escalators or ramps. I have
received several complaints
about unauthorised billboards
being put up at several places,”
he added. The DM said the
traffic wing and the regional

transport office have also been
roped in to identify the spots
where hoardings and billboards
are causing obstructions to the
traffic. They will be removed
on the recommendations of the
two agencies, he added.
Moreover, a committee has
been constituted under a
magistrate-level official which
will tally the reports submitted
by the civic bodies and the
private firms and take action
against encroachers. GMC
officials said between 2010 and
2013, seven firms had been
given permission to build and
operate 19 FOBs in the city
under the BOT model for 30
years.

Footbridges don’t have lifts,
some not even proper stairs

NOIDA: Even as Noida
Authority keeps proposing
new foot overbridges across
the city, the condition of those
already constructed is
dilapidated and they are
nearly unusable. At many
places, they don’t have lifts or
escalators. Some are
inaccessible and unsafe.
Noida Authority CEO Ritu
Maheshwari recently asked
officials to remove
advertisements from 13 such
structures that were not
maintained properly. In the
past one week, some have
started installing lifts and
improving access, but much is

left to be achieved in terms of
accessibility and design. "At
most places, there is no lift.
In the one near Parthala
Chowk, even the stairs are
not made properly and seem
unsafe. The platform is so
high that no elderly or disabled
person can reach it," said
Abhay Pandey, a resident of
Sector 121. The TBC team
visited several foot
overbridges (FOBs) and saw
that, in many places, they are
not used frequently. At the
FOB between Sectors 15 and
16, there is no lift and the iron
sheets are tearing off from
the pillars.

Child-lifting rumours fuel mob frenzy in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: Two
strangers standing next to each
other on aroad in Ghaziabad’s
Tronica City were suddenly
attacked by a mob on
Wednesday morning because
they “looked like child-lifters”.
The previous day, a 58-year-
old woman walking with her
four-year-old grandson on a
road in Loni was thrashed by
a group that thought she had
kidnapped the child, their
suspicion aroused by the
“difference in the woman’s
and the kid’s complexions”.
The woman might have been
killed by the mob had a police
team not intervened and
rescued her. Rumours and

fake videos of children being
kidnapped are generating
paranoia about traffickers
lurking around
neighbourhoods, leading to a
spate of attacks like these over
the past week, especially in
rural areas of the district. The
police, worried that this could
spread fast, issued an advisory
on Wednesday warning people
against indulging in violence.
They have started going
around villages and making
announcements on public
address systems, saying they
will identify those involve in
violence through CCTV
footage and social media
videos. Since August 23, four

FIRs have been registered in
connection with cases where
people were beaten up over
rumours of child-lifting in
Ghaziabad. Cases are yet to be
filed in two more cases. The
triggers for the attacks ranged
from perceived suspicious
behaviour to skin tone. The
woman beaten up in Loni was
thought to be a kidnapper
because the mob believed her
grandson, who has a lighter
complexion, could not be
related to her. “They were
saying the child was fair while
the woman was dark-
complexioned. We reached the
spot in time and rescued her
from the mob,” a police officer

said on Wednesday. Seven
people have been arrested
under sections 147 (rioting),
148 (rioting, armed with deadly
weapon), 325 (voluntarily
causing grievous hurt), 504
(intentional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace) and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the IPC. SP (city) Shlok Kumar
said: “Most of these cases
have been reported in rural
areas. We have come out with
an advisory that if anyone finds
any suspicious moment, s’he
should inform the police
instead of taking the law in
their own hands.” Police are
also keeping a close watch on
social media.
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Ghaziabad flyover opened in May
still without power line for its lights

Ghaziabad: Vasundhara
flyover was commissioned in
May and inaugurated in June
but the city’s civic agencies
have cared little for it since,
evident in the flyover
remaining draped in darkness
because it is yet to receive the
power connection needed for
its streetlight poles. Motorists
headed towards Mohan Nagar
on the Link Road have often
complained that the flyover is
difficult to spot from a distance
because the streetlights don’t
function in the entire area,
leading to sharp manoeuvres
near the approach that
increase the possibility of an

Patient died, but
Fortis Hospital kept
charging, say kin

NOIDA: The family of a
woman who died at Fortis has
alleged that the hospital did not
release her body and asked
them to first clear a bill of Rs
6.84 lakh. The hospital, however,
denied the claims. Around 11 am
on Sunday, there was chaos at
the private hospital in Sector 62
after nearly 50 people, including
villagers from Mamura,
gathered to demand that they be
allowed to pick the woman’s
body. The family of Indu Devi
(42), aresident of Sitamarhi, said
she had been admitted to the
hospital on August 21 after
suffering a cardiac arrest.

accident. However, the two
agencies that constructed the
flyover, the UP Bridge
Corporation and Ghaziabad
Development Authority, have
failed to react to these
concerns. Vasundhara flyover
is used by thousands of
commuters every day and
should not have been opened
without light connections,
commuters said. “The city’s
roads are already unsafe
because there is no
enforcement of traffic rules
and faulty designs,” said Alok
Kumar, president, of the
Federation of Apartment
Owners Association .

Two cyclists crushed
to death on Delhi-
Meerut Expressway

GHAZIABAD: Two cyclists
were crushed to death on
Friday morning after a truck
carrying construction material
overturned and fell on them
on the Delhi-Meerut
Expressway near Chhajarsi.
The deceased, Subhash Gaur,
and his friend Ram Pravesh,
residents of Vijay Nagar,
worked in a media house in
Noida Sector 63, and they
were returning home after
night duty when the incident
took place. Locals told police
that the incident took place
near the Hindon bridge. The
vehicle has been seized.

Huge haul of contraband by
Barnala police, 10 booked;
main supplier from Ghaziabad

CHANDIGARH: In a drive
against drugs Barnala police
have recovered a huge haul of
drugs and contraband and
nabbed nine accused drug
smugglers in the case while one
is yet to be arrested. The police
recovered huge haul of
contraband including narcotic
tablets and capsules from the
accused and also recovered
drugmoney of Rs 6,40,000 from
the accused. Besides this, the
Barnala police have recovered
around 3,53,500 tablets of
Tramadol, 38,400 capsules of
Parvorin-spas, 193 (100ml)

Revival bid for a year, but Hindon still a dead river

GHAZIABAD: More than a
year after the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) stepped in to
revive the Hindon river and a
slew of measures were
initiated, its dissolved oxygen
(DO) level remains zero. A
report by the UP Pollution
Control Board (UPPCB) has
revealed that the DO level at
seven monitoring stations
along the Hindon in
Saharanpur, Meerut,
Ghaziabad and Noida till June
this year is either zero or too
low. DO is the measure of
free oxygen present in water.
Too high or too low Levels can
harm aquatic life and affect
water quality. The Hindon,

IMT Ghaziabad: UP: Tussle between GDA and
IMT Ghaziabad over land reaches UP government

GHAZIABAD: Acting on
the direction from the
Allahabad high court, UP
principal secretary on Friday
heard representations from
GDA and IMT Ghaziabad
over the issue of 11503 sq
yard of land. It has been learnt
that GDA is sticking to its
position that institute pay up
as per current circle rate
which amounts to Rs 50
crore. The IMT Ghaziabad
wants the cost of land to be
computed on the basis of old
circle rate which comes to
around Rs 1.60 lakh. The UP
government will now submit
its report to high court which
will decide on the matter. “We

have categorically said in the
meeting that IMT Ghaziabad
will have to pay up as per
current circle rate for 11503
sq yard of land which the
institute is illegally holding
up,” said Kanchan Verma,
vice chairperson, GDA. “As
per current circle rate, the cost
of land comes to around Rs
50 crore while IMT wants the
land be given to them as per
old circle rate which comes to
around Rs 1.60 lakh,” added
Verma. After the matter was
highlighted by BJP Councillor
Rajender Tyagi earlier this
year, the GDA in May this
year had cancelled land
allotment.

which emerges from the
Shivaliks in Saharanpur, and
crosses seven districts,
including Ghaziabad and
Noida, before emptying into
the Yamuna. Due to the high
levels of pollution, Hindon has
earned the status of “dead
river” and its water declared
“unfit” even for bathing. In its
report, the UPPCB has
pointed out that through 31
major drains across seven

No upkeep, snakes a
common sight in
Greater Noida’s parks

GREATER NOIDA:
Residents of several sectors,
including Alpha, Beta 1 and
Omicron, have complained that
parks and green areas are not
being maintained. Snakes have
been sighted in overgrown
shrubs, they said. “Despite
repeated complaints,
overgrown grass, shrubs and
trees are a common site across
many residential sectors,
including Alpha, Beta 1 and
Omicron, in Greater Noida. In
Sector 36, snakes were
spotted entering vacant houses
with four-foot-high grass and
shrubs,” said Harinder Bhati,
Sector Beta 1 resident.

districts, sewage and
industrial waste to the tune of
674 MLD is drained into the
river. While 595 MLD is in the
form of sewage, 78 MLD is
in the form of industrial effluent
from 453 industries located in
the catchment area. Of the
sewage, only 224 MLD of its
being treated. The groundwater
quality has also been adversely
affected in the catchment areas
of the river. Groundwater has
been found to be contaminated
at 93 locations on one or more
parameters such as sulphate,
fluoride and heavy metals
such as cadmium, copper,
lead, iron, nickel, zinc and
mercury.

bottles of syrup SvizCodin, a
Pistol 32 Bore along with two
live cartridges. The police also
recovered three luxury vehicles
from the accused including
Nissan Micra Car, a XUV Car
and a Swift Car from the
accused. The police broke this
drug chain after arresting two
different accused in separate
cases in past two months and
the links of both these accused
were established with the
alleged main supplier Rashid, a
chemist, in Gaziabad and
Rashid’s uncle Shamshad
Mohammad of Delhi.

UP's realty regulator
begins audit of all 3C sites

NOIDA: UP-Rera, the
state’s real estate regulator,
has begun an audit of all
construction sites the belong
to the 3C Company, whose
subsidiary Granite Gate —the
firm behind the Lotus brand
of projects — is facing
insolvency proceedings at the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT). Insolvency
resolution proceedings are
already on at Lotus Panache,
Boulevard and Zing. UP-Rera
officers said they had started
ground inspections of all 3C
projects to see if construction
work was in progress at the
sites.

Fortune 500 firm, Haldiram allotted land

GREATER NOIDA: US-
based Fortune 500 company
Avery Dennison and India’s
leading sweets and snacks
manufacturer Haldiram’s were
on Friday allotted land by the
Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA). These
two companies will invest Rs
476 crore and also create
significant employment for
local people, officials said.
These are said to be the next
big investments in YEIDA after
Chinese smarphone maker
Vivo, which was allotted 169
acres of land in Sector 24A in
November 2018, pledged to
make investments worth Rs
5,200 crore and generate job

opportunities for 25,000
people. “We have allotted
50,000 sq metres to Avery
Dennison in Sector 32. Itis a
company that produces
industrial adhesive stickers and
will make industrial
investments of Rs 231 crore
and generate employment
opportunities for at least 250
people,” Arun Vir Singh, CEO
of YEIDA, told TBC.
Haldiram’s has been given 1
lakh sq metres in Sector 32.
“The firm will set up shop,
paving job opportunities for
2,000 people,” said Singh.
Additionally, Jaipuria Senior
Secondary School was allotted
24,000 sq m land in Sector 20
of YEIDA.
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