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BJP serves notice to its Loni MLLA
Nand Kishor Gujjar, four days after
he thrashed a food security officer

LUCKNOW: Four days after
he found himself embroiled in
a controversy for allegedly
beating up a food security
officer, BIP MLA from Loni
in Ghaziabad district Nand
Kishore Gujjar was issued a
show-cause notice by the
party on Sunday. The notice
was issued to Gujjar by UP BJP
general secretary Vidya Sagar
Sonkar on the directions of UP
BJP chief Swatantra Dev
Singh. He has been asked to
respond within seven days.
Guyjjar beat up a food security
officer Ashutosh Singh on
Wednesday after the latter did
not heeded to the demands of

Gujjar of taking action against
a hotel in Loni. Singh
reportedly told Gujjar that the
hotel did not come under his
area of jurisdiction. But Gujjar
insisted and reached his office.
The MLA then beat up Singh
in a fit of rage, after which
Singh got an FIR lodged
against the MLA. The action
against Gujjar comes days
after the UP BJP concluded its
organisational elections. It is
learnt that Gujjar was
supporting election of certain
section of party functionaries
in the organisational elections
against the wishes of party
leadership.
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EDITORIAL

Winning the peace: on Gotabaya
Rajapaksa's India visit

The visit last week of Sri Lanka’s new President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to India and his extended talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was an affirmation by the two
nations to make good bilateral ties a priority for each. Mr.
Rajapaksa is aware of the problems the relationship has
faced, due to both the proximity between India and Sri
Lanka, and the interlinked and complicated peoples’
histories. In comments to The Hindu, he made it clear that
he wants consistency and constant communication to avoid
the problems of the past. In the last decade, these have
included India’s concerns about the pace of reconciliation
in the Tamil-majority North and East, the welcoming of
Chinese investment for major projects including the
Hambantota port and Colombo harbour and military
engagement, unhappiness over the slow pace of clearance
for Indian projects, and other bilateral issues. In Colombo
there has been the overhanging suspicion that Indian
intelligence agencies play a role in domestic politics, including
the 2015 defeat of Mahinda Rajapaksa. In the hour-long
conversation the two leaders had, it seemed apparent that
there was some clarity on all issues and a will to build a
new future. There was also a recognition that after working
together closely against the LTTE, there were new threats,
especially in the wake of the Easter Day bombings by an
Islamic State-affiliated group that has Indian links. India’s
announcement of $50-million in aid along with an additional
$400-million in development aid is proof of that. India’s
and Sri Lanka’s security is “indivisible” Mr. Modi said,
indicating the need for more high-level contacts. Mr.
Rajapaksa accepted Mr. Modi’s invitation to make his first
presidential visit abroad to New Delhi, and has invited the
Indian leader to be the first State guest he welcomes to
Colombo.

However, the next few months will reveal how much the
new regime will actually work to engage New Delhi’s
concerns. Apart from clearances for infrastructure projects
in the north, port projects in Trincomalee, and the airport in
Mattala, Mr. Rajapaksa will be judged on how far he
regulates investment and manage debts to China. Above
all, his attitude towards the less developed areas of the
North and East, where most minorities did not vote for
him, will be keenly watched. His stated desire to place
development over devolution commitments will be a cause
for worry for New Delhi as well as Chennai, that have
consistently urged the Sri Lankan government to ensure
what the MEA called “dignity, peace, equality and justice”
for Tamils; they suffered devastating losses during the three
decades of war and remain less prosperous than the rest
of the Island country. While a war can be won in a defined
and short span, winning the peace and healing people is an
extended process that takes decades, a process that India
will follow closely in Sri Lanka.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Was held captive, forced to give divorce, alleges Samajwadi Party neta’s 1st wife

NOIDA: Congress media
panellist Pankhuri Pathak’s
wedding to former Samajwadi
Party spokesperson Anil Yadav
on Sunday night ran into
controversy as hours before
the ceremony, the latter’s wife
alleged that she had been
forced to give him a divorce
after being held ‘captive’. She
has approached the UP CM
and the Gautam Budh Nagar
SSP for help. Anil refuted the
allegations and claimed the
divorce was with “mutual
consent”. Jyoti Yadav (24) was
married to Anil for more than
six years — they wed on July
6, 2013 — and has a son,
Garvit (5), with him. According
to her, their marriage turned
sour soon after he met

Ghaziabad :

Pankhuri in 2015. Adressing
the media, Jyoti said, “My
father gave dowry worth Rs.
1.5 crore, including an Audi,
cash and gold jewellery...
However, after Anil came in
contact with Pankhuri, his
behaviour towards me
changed. Things went out of
control after my father’s death
from cancer in February
2018.” “I was repeatedly
harassed at times, even beaten
up by him and his brother Kapil
Yadav. Anil demanded a
divorce and started threatening
me,” she added. Upon her
refusal, she alleged, Anil and
Kapil threatened to harm their
son. “They would say that they
would kill my son and my
younger brother who is only 21

As students

write law test, phones stolen

GHAZIABAD: More than
40 students were allegedly
robbed of their mobile phones,
wallet and other valuable items
on Friday when they had left
their belongings in their cars
and two-wheelers to write an
LLB exam, which started at
10am and ended at 1pm.
Police said some miscreants
broke the window glass of the
cars and unlocked the
scooters, parked outside [IPEM
college in Vijay Nagar, and
stolen the valuables. According
to the rules, carrying mobile
phone or bags is banned inside
the exam centre. Over 20

students had apparently kept
their mobile phones, wallet,
ATMs and credit cards into a
Brezza car belonging to Ashish,
aresident of Karhera colony.
Others had kept their valuables
in their two-wheelers or inside
their friend’s vehicle. Shyamvir
Singh, the SHO of Vijay Nagar
police station said that over 40
mobile phones worth lakhs and
over Rs 90,000 cash were
stolen along with some
documents. “We are checking
the footage from the CCTV
camera installed at the gate of
college to trace the culprits,”
the police officer added.

years old. They boasted about
their political power and
forcefully made me sign
divorce papers,” she said. Jyoti
alleged that she could not tell
the judge anything due to the
pressure and the divorce was
finalised in September 2018.
“Kapil would threaten to kill
my son, which silenced me,”
she claimed. After the divorce,
Jyoti stayed at Anil’s Nawada
village in Sector 62 with his
family members till last
Saturday. She alleged that
Yadav kept her ‘captive’ there.
She was given “false
assurances’ from Anil’s family
members, she said, and wasn’t
allowed to go to her parents’
home. “They wanted to keep
everything under garb.

Four new industrial
sectors planned for
Greater Noida

GREATER NOIDA: The
city is set to get four new
industrial sectors, to be
developed across 1500 acres,
the Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority
(GNIDA) decided at a
meeting on Friday. For the
first phase of expansion, the
GNIDA will organise camps
in Imaliyaka, Sunpura, Dhum
Manikpur Kailashpur villages
to speak to farmers. It was
also decided that plot owners
who have been issued notices
for delayed construction will
be offered a one-time
settlement scheme.

Noida residents on edge after guards spot ‘leopard’

Noida: Residents of a housing
society remained on
tenterhooks on Saturday as
forest department officials and
wildlife experts from Meerut
launched a combing operation
to locate a leopard allegedly
sighted in the area. The big cat
sighting at JKG Palm Court in
Noida Extension was reported
to the police and forest officials
around 8am on Saturday by the
building’s security guards. They
said that the leopard jumped into
the society premises before
moving to the basement around
1.40am. While officials have not
confirmed that it was a leopard,
pugmarks bearing resemblance
to a leopard or a jungle cat
were found. “One of the

pugmarks clearly indicates a
male member of a cat family.
It is big and could be of a
leopard. Additionally, we have
visual evidence from the
guards. We cannot confirm it
as it was found in wet soil and
may have become bigger due
to the pressure,” G S
Khusharia, a wildlife expert
based in Meerut and former
forest department official, told
TBC. Following the initial
complaint, there was another
call later in the day that alerted
officials. “After a search
operation, we realised that the
animal may not be present any
more. However, a girl claimed
that she had seen a leopard
cross from one tower to

another in a neighbouring
building,” said Sital Panwar,
forest ranger, Dadri. Officials
then placed nets to secure the
basement and conducted
another round of combing
along with wildlife experts.
“We will get the entire area
cleaned and place white
cement around stairs of the
empty buildings to get evidence
of pugmarks. We will also tie
some threads near the stairs so
that we know if the animal
breaks it while moving. We are
also carrying sticks with cloth
tied around them to smell and
identify pugmarks as leopards
have a distinctive secretion
between their toes that smells
like mint,” said Khusharia.
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Man Kkills two friends after argument

GHAZIABAD: A man
allegedly shot dead two of his
friends following a heated
argument that broke out
between them in Vaishali’s
Sector 3 early on Sunday.
Police said the deceased were
cousins. When five friends
were having a chat outside
Ambrosia banquet hall at
12.40am, where they had
come to attend a wedding, an
argument apparently broke
out between them on some
issue. Suddenly, Dheeraj
Mishra pulled out his gun and
and shot at Vikram Mavi (34)
and Anand Dedha (32), said
police. The cousins died on
the spot. “In a video clip

Billu Dujana
member who fired in
Gaur City arrested

GREATER NOIDA: A
member of Billu Dujana gang
was injured during a shootout
that occurred between him
and his accomplice, and
Bisrakh police team on
Saturday afternoon, said cops.
According to the police, Arun
Balmiki was wanted in three
cases of firing at people for
extortion in Delhi and Noida,
the most recent being in Noida
Extension’s Gaur City where
he shot at a property dealer
on October 8. He was
absconding since long. Police
had earlier announced a
reward of Rs 25,000 on his
arrest.

recorded by a cameraman
present at the wedding and
the CCTV footage, the five
men can be see coming in a
new Innova car around
9.30pm on Saturday. The car
belonged to Vikram. Later, all
five men were seen eating
together on a table. They
came outside after sometime
and looked drunk. In the
footage, Dheeraj can be seen
shooting at two men, but their
two other friends cannot be
spotted. We suspect they too
shot at the victims as Vikram
had four bullet wounds while
Anandreceived 10 injuries,”
said SP (city) Manish Kumar
Mishra.

125 tested positive
for HIV in 2019

NOIDA: Nearly 125 people
have tested positive for HIV
in Gautam Budh Nagar
district this year, disclosed the
district health department on
World Aids Day. While 671
patients are currently being
treated, around 19,946 people
were counselled on the
disease and 19,910 screenings
were done. The department
will hold a seminar, along with
prevention, treatment and
awareness drives, on
December 2-3 across the
district. The campaigns will
also focus on addressing the
stigma associated to the
disease.

Techie rescued after laptop left
charging on bed explodes

GHAZIABAD: A fire broke
out in one of the towers of
River Heights society in Raj
Nagar extension area on
Tuesday morning after a
laptop kept left charging on a
bed exploded. The flat on the
seventh floor of Tower 4
belongs to Rahul Kumar, a
networking engineer in an IT
firm in Sector 62, Noida,
police said. At the time of the
accident, Rahul was alone in
the house and he managed to
escape in time. He told TBC
that on Monday night, he
worked on his laptop and then
went to sleep leaving the

Despite notice to firm, condition of Rakh Bagh no better: BJP’s youth wing

LUDHIANA: The members
of the Bhartiya Janta Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) said that
despite the tall claims of the
municipal corporation (MC),
the condition of Rakh Bagh in
the city is no better. The civic
body officials claims to have
sent a notice to the private firm
handling the maintenance of
the park. The members of the
BJP’s youth wing on Friday
threatened to go on strike from
next week and demanded a
copy of the notice served to the
firm. The MC notice states
that the firm cannot charge
money for swings and rides in
the park unless the members
of the finance and contract
committee takes a call on the

Noida: BPO employee hangs herself;
kin cry foul, live-in partner booked

NOIDA: A 25-year-old
customer care executive has
been booked for abetment to
suicide after a 24-year-old
woman with whom he was in a
live-in relationship allegedly
hanged herself at a rented
accommodation in Sector 51,
police said on Monday. The
woman — Kiran Gupta—and
her partner Shiv Shankar had
met around two years back
while working at a BPO in
Noida, they said. He now
works at an MNC. The
deceased’s family said the
incident happened between 9
am and 10 am on Saturday
when the man left for work.
Kiran’s cousin Anil Kumar said

that she had spoken to her
younger sister at 8.45 am on
the day of the incident. “Her
sister said the woman did not
seem upset,” he said. Her
relatives suspect Shiv’s role
behind the incident, the police
said. “Shiv said she died before
10 am. However, instead of
informing the police, Shiv and
their landlord themselves
removed the body. Her
Whatsapp was active till 12.45
pm. If she had died, who was
using her Whatsapp and why?”’
her cousin asked. Sector 49
SHO Dharmendra Sharma said
Shiv informed them that the
woman was upset over their
economic conditions.

rates. On November 6, the
BJYM members had
protested outside the office of
the mayor seeking his
explanation on whether or not
commercial activities was
allowed by the civic body in
Rakh Bagh. The members had
threatened to start a stir against
commercial activities in case
the MC will not streamline the
rates. However, now the
officials are claiming to serve
two notices to the firm but the
BJYM members claimed that
notices did not bring any
respite for the public. President
of BJYM Mahesh Sharma
said, “Mayor Balkar Sandhu is
claiming to have served notices
to the company but I have

Multilevel parking:
Noida to revise plan

NOIDA: Unable to find
takers for its multilevel parking
lot next to Botanical Garden
metro station, Noida Authority
has decided to revise its terms
and conditions. A team of
officials is working on the final
blueprint of the tender
document and would initiate
the bidding process in the next
few days. The ground plus five-
floor car parking-cum-
commercial complex developed
with two basement decks, has
a capacity to hold 8,750
vehicles. Having readied the
parking facility for operations in
January, Noida Authority was
unable to find a contractor to
run the massive lot.

asked for a copy of the notice
by Monday. If T do not get the
copy, I along with the district
unit of BJP against the
company.” He said it is a
public park so rates should be
nominal but here the rates for
swings range from Rs 30 to Rs
100, but it should be reduced
to half. Sub-divisional officer
of the MC Sunil Sharma
claimed that they have served
two notices to the company for
not charging money from the
public unless the F&CC
members decide the rates of
the new swings at the park.
He said the F&CC members
will be informed in case the
company does not stop
charging money from people.

machine on charge in the idle
mode. "I reached home
around 9 pm. After dinner, I
sat with my laptop to do some
official work. Later, I put it on
charge and forgot to switch
off the power," he said, adding
that his wife is a teacher in a
private school and she was
not at home. "While I was
sleeping, I suddenly found
difficulty in breathing.
Suddenly, I woke up and found
myself surrounded with
smoke. When I opened the
bedroom door, I saw the living
room and the kitchen were full
of smoke.

Land rates in Greater
Noida sectors to be
revised next year

G NOIDA: Residential land
rates in various Greater Noida
sectors would be revised by next
fiscal to match the prevailing
market rates, said Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) officials. In
the latest board meeting, the
GNIDA decided to divide the
city into four different zones and
frame the land rates accordingly.
Having divided Greater Noida
into four broad zones— A, B,
Cand D—the Authority would
try to bring down the disparity
in price points. It has been
charging a flat fee of Rs 23,100
per sqm from residential plot
allottees.

Harassment plaint by first wife
against Samajwadi Party neta

NOIDA: A day after former
Samajwadi Party
spokesperson Anil Yadav
married Congress media
panelist Pankhuri Pathak, his
first wife submitted a
complaint of sexual
harassment and forceful
confinement against him to the
Prime Minister, Union home
minister, National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC),
National Women’s
Commission (NWC), state
women’s commission, UP
chief secretary and the
principal secretary (home).
Earlier in the day, Anil shared
a48-second-long video of the

panchayat in which his first
wife can be heard saying that
she stayed in their house only
because her brothers trusted
her father-in-law. “If I am
staying here since two years,
my parents would ask me and
I would tell them that my
father (father-in-law) is there.
Now, this person (Anil) is
getting married but my
brother allowed me to stay
here only because they
trusted you,” she can be
heard saying in the video.
However, the woman said that
the video was edited and did
not show the entire
proceedings of the panchayat.
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Child rape cases rose 20% in 5 years, most in rural areas

GHAZIABAD: Cases of
child rape have seen over 20%
rise in Ghaziabad district over
the past five years. According
to data sourced from the
police, as many as 116 cases
of rape were reported in 2015
and the figure rose to 152 in
2018. Between January and
September this year, 141 cases
of rape against minors have
already been registered in
Ghaziabad district. Police
pointed out that the increase in
numbers also suggested that
more and more people were
coming out in open to report
rape cases, battling the social
stigma attached to it and
reposing faith in the cops.

What’s more interesting is that
60-65% of Pocso cases have
been filed by the residents of
rural areas and those from
urban areas account for the
remaining part. Around 30% of
the cases have been registered
against neighbours while 27%
against friends and relatives.
According to the officials, the
only Pocso court in Ghaziabad
has as many as 1,477 such
cases pending. Police said that
cases under the Pocso Act —
which defines a child as any
person below 18 years of age
and is gender-neutral — are
regularly monitored by a
special cell and investigation is
given precedence.ln 487

Man nabbed in Ghaziabad for killing
friend over monetary dispute

NEW DELHI: A 28-year-old
man was arrested in
Ghaziabad for allegedly killing
his friend, with whom he had
amonetary dispute, in Delhi by
crushing his head with heavy
objects, police said on Friday.
The accused has been
identified as Pranjal Deka, a
resident of Barpeta district in
Assam. He was also involved
in a rape case in Assam, they
said. On October 25, the body
of aman lying in pool of blood
was recovered from a room in
Tukmirpur, Delhi. The
deceased was later identified
as Amit. According to police,
on the intervening night of
October 23 and 24 Amit asked

Pranjal to return the money he
had lent him and the two had
an argument. Pranjal then
crushed Amit's head with a
brick and a wooden plank. The
weapons of offence were also
found in the room, police said.
During investigation, police found
that Pranjal, the deceased's
college mate, used to visit him
frequently. ""When a police team
was sent to Guwahati and raids
were conducted there, he had left
the place and boarded a train for
Delhi. On November 8, he was
arrested from near Ghaziabad
Railway Station," said Ved
Prakash Surya, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Northeast).

Pocso cases that were
reported between 2015 and
2018, arrests have been made
in around 80% of them. In
total, 632 cases have reached
the court between 2017 and
2018, and 58 of them have
resulted in acquittals. Between
January and July this year, 226
cases were brought before the
Pocso court and eight of nine
cases decided so far have ended
in acquittals. Asked about the
rise in numbers, SP (rural)
Neeraj Kumar Jadaun said that
people are becoming more
aware and coming out to file
complaints, instead of reaching
acompromise. “‘The number of
Pocso cases is higher in rural

areas because the village
population is more than that in
urban areas,” he said. “Police
are also helping people become
more aware. They are holding
various programmes with help
from NGOs in the district.
Nukkad natak and door-to-door
campaigns are being organised
across the district. The police
have even asked the schools to
educate students about the
crime,” added the SP (rural).
According to the police officer,
in most cases, the accused are
either relatives or someone
known to the survivor. In such
cases, there is a high chance
that the two parties might reach
acompromise.

Man sentenced to life for wife’s murder

GHAZIABAD: A 27-year-
old man was sentenced to life
imprisonment by a
Ghaziabad court on Thursday
for killing his wife with a Skg
gas cylinder on January 18,
2017. The district and
sessions judge Dinesh Kumar
Sharma also imposed a fine
of Rs 10,000 on the convict
— Rajkumar, a resident of
Tronica City in Loni, who
originally belongs to
Bulandshahr. The district
government counsel (DGC)
Rajesh Chandra Sharma said,
Rajkumar killed his wife
Pooja (20) as she used to
fight with him because he
was already married and had
two children with his first

wife. He had hidden this
information from Pooja for
quite sometime. Rajkumar
also used to beat up Pooja
whenever a fight on this issue
ensued between them.
Rajkumar married Pooja on
April 25,2016 in Bulandshahr.
During marriage, the convict
had not informed Pooja about
his first marriage and after
marriage when Pooja came to
know about it, Rajkumar used
to beat her. A similar fight
started between the couple on
January 18 2017 and in a fit of
rage Rajkumar hit Pooja with a
Skg gas cylinder and killed her.
Pooja’s mother Kanta Kumari
had filed a complaint against her
son-in-law in the case.

How data outsourced by firms lands with fraudsters

NOIDA: The recent
unearthing of a fake call centre
that targeted Flipkart and
Myntra customers has once
again brought to fore the
damages data breaches can
cause. From offering fake jobs,
insurance policies, holiday
packages and huge discounts
on online shopping to siphoning
money from bank accounts,
mushrooming fake call centres
in Noida are increasingly
becoming hi-tech to dupe
gullible people. And such
scams thrive mainly on data
leak from “official and non-
official sources”, say experts.
In fact, in the past two years,
over 30 call centres have been
busted in Gautam Budh Nagar,

most of which were based on
data leak. Cyber crime experts
suggest that data leak can
happen via multiple sources
and dark markets where data
of online shoppers, life
insurance companies, portals
etc are easily available. They
stress that the primary reason
for data theft is outsourcing of
data by online shopping
websites to third party
customer care entities, from
where it could be used for
illegal purposes. Experts also
say that online shopping
websites need to own the
liability as Section 76 of the I'T
Actmakes the custodian of the
customer data liable for action
in case of any breach.

According to Gautam
Kumawat, a cyber security
expert who works with
different police departments
and criminal investigative
agencies, individual data has
become the “new oil”. “Data
is the new oil. Data in bulk and
of all types is available
everywhere. In case, someone
wants to get data of credit card/
debit card users, online
shoppers, those with salary less
than Rs 50,000, voters in a
particular area. Ask for it and
you can get all sorts of data in
the data market,” he says.
“While there are many agencies
which make use of individual
data for multiple purposes, there
are many players who simply sell

it off at cheaper rates,” he adds.
How does data get leaked?
“When you check into a hotel/
restaurant/grocery store etc,
they ask you for your phone
number. This data goes to the
retail chain or the company
concerned. But this data gets
leaked by mainly two sources
from the parent company.
Either the parent company
hands over the data of their
customers to a third-party
vendor for different purposes or
someone from the internal
team of the company tends to
sell it off,” Kumawat explains.
Cyber crime expert Rakshit
Tandon, who works with the UP
Police in cyber crime cases,
agrees.
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Dentist strangles puppy, tries
to kill woman with knife

GHAZIABAD: A
Ghaziabad-based dentist has
been arrested for allegedly
attacking a woman with a
knife and strangling her pet
dog with his feet on Saturday
night in Vijay Nagar.
According to police, the
accused has been identified
as Yamin Siddiqui, a resident
of Sector 9, Vijay Nagar in
Ghaziabad. He runs a dental
clinic in the same area. The
victim alleged that the doctor
does not hold any medical
degree. She said that her
teenage daughter was getting
her dental treatment at his
clinic. As the accused was

Noida: Suraksha answers
Jaypee Infratech Limited
buyers’ doubts, promises
250 towers in three years

NOIDA: Before the voting
process for insolvency
resolution of Jaypee Infratech
Limited, officials of Suraksha
had an hour-long discussion with
homebuyers to answer questions
on completion of flats launched
by the beleaguered firm.
Homebuyers in JIL projects,
primarily Wish Town, logged in
on a conference call — an
interaction between Jaishree
Swaminathan, representing all
homebuyers, and Aalok Dave,
MBD & CEO of Suraksha Asset
Reconstruction Limited, the
company in the fray along with
state-owned NBCC

not able to cure, they had an
argument at his clinic. The
woman said that her daughter
isaClass 11 student while her
husband works as an engineer
in a sugar mill in Ghaziabad.
We had a six-month-old puppy
and we had named him
‘Guddu’. “Six months back, I
had sent my daughter to the
dental clinic for some tooth
treatment. The doctor called
my daughter for treatment
and demanded more money
every time. When I found out
that he couldn’t resolve my
daughter’s problem, I visited
his clinic and had a heated
argument with him, she said.

For gifts from UK,
woman loses Rs 3 lakh
to Facebook ‘friend’

NOIDA: They got acquainted
on Facebook, discovered
common interests, and soon
became ‘friends’. One was a
student in Noida, the other a
‘gold distributor based in
London’. Phone numbers
were exchanged, and when
Mary Janson told Kamini she
wanted to gift her a watch and
a phone, the latter did not find
anything suspicious. When
asked if she needed money,
Kamini had told Janson that
she wanted to start a business.
Janson told her she would send
some money and also send a
watch and a phone from
London.

Trucks parked on EPE
cause 2 deaths in crashes

GHAZIABAD: Two persons
were killed in separate
accidents on the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway (EPE)
on Saturday morning. In the
first accident that took place in
Baghpat district, a 19-year-old
boy was killed when the car he
was driving rammed into a
parked truck. Police said 19-
year-old Ansh Gupta, a student
of a private college in Noida,
was driving to Murthal in his
car, along with two friends,
Tulika Singh and Shikhar
Chaudhary, when they met with
the accident near Singoli village
in Baghpat district. “It

Dengue Fever: In two months, 44 hit by dengue in Noida, 93 in Ghaziabad

NOIDA: Over 40 confirmed
dengue cases have been
reported from Gautam Budh
Nagar in the past two months.
The figure (44) is almost double
of last year’s tally of 27 cases
recorded around the same time.
In the past couple months, from
mid-September to mid-
November, the number of
suspected dengue cases stands
at 221. Ghaziabad recorded 93
confirmed cases so far, officials
said. Last year the figure was
64 around the same time. In
Noida, officials said awareness
and inspection drives are being
conducted, along with district
health department’s vector-
borne communicable disease
control drive that started from

Ghaziabad asked to give NHAI
20 hectares to complete DME

GHAZIABAD: In order to
expedite the completion of
the Delhi-Meerut Expressway,
the UP government has asked
the district administration to
give physical possession of 20
hectares of disputed land from
four villages in Ghaziabad to
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
within a month. An ongoing
probe into a land scam has
delayed the handover of the 20
hectares needed for the
completion of the 6km Dasna
to Meerut stretch of the
expressway. TBC has learnt
that the UP government has
also asked the Ghaziabad
district magistrate to remove

all encroachments from the
disputed land in another 15
days after the handover. A
meeting on the issue was also
held between NHAI and
Ghaziabad officials on
Monday in the wake of
pressure from PMO to get
the issue resolved at the
earliest. The district
administration has also been
directed to deposit
compensation for the 20
hectares land to the court and
apprise the state government
ofthe developments every 15
days, sources said. The
probe also indicted two
former DMs, apart from
other officials.

November 16 and continue till
the end of the month. “So far,
44 cases of dengue have been
reported in Gautam Budh Nagar.
Most are from Chhapraula
village in Dadri, Nithari and
Barola. Besides, 221 cases are
under scanner,” said Dr Anurag
Bhargava, the chief medical
officer (CMO), GB Nagar.
Shruti KC Verma, the assistant
malaria officer, GB Nagar said:
“While last year, confirmed
dengue cases were 27, this year,
the number has gone up to 44.
It’s mostly because people do
not adhere to precautionary
measures, despite being
apprised of such steps.
Ghaziabad has reported more
cases this time. The figure is also

Nurses at Sector 30
hospital call for two-
hour strike daily

NOIDA: About 90 nursing
staffers of Super Speciality
Paediatric Hospital and Post
Graduate Teaching Institute
(SSPHPGTT) in Sector 30 have
called for a two-hour strike
daily from December 4. The
staffers have been demanding
promotion, allottment of houses
according to grade, domestic
power rates and increase in
allowance. Since November
11, the nursing staffers, under
the banner of SSPHPGTI
Nurses Sangh, had been
protesting with black strips on
their hands and sitting on a
dharna for two hours daily
after work.

more from last year’s 64.”
Speaking about the vector-borne
disease drive, Dr Bhargava said:
“While awareness drive is being
held, regular checking, blood
filming, anti-larva sprays to
fogging etc. are also being
carried out.” On Tuesday, GB
Nagar magistrate BN Singh
issued an advisory for people
staying in the areas that have
reported confirmed dengue
cases stating that all precautions,
like wearing full-sleeve clothes,
keeping surroundings clean and
sanitised, and not allowing
retention of water in any
container, should be taken.
Cleaning of fridge trays and using
of disinfectants and sprays have
been advised.

happened around 5 am when
the car, which was speeding,
rammed into a stationary
truck,” said D Singh, SHO,
Chandinagar police station.
“Ansh had sustained serious
injuries and he died on the way
to ahospital. Tulika and Shikhar,
both from Bijnor district, were
injured. They are stable now
and recuperating at a private
hospital,” said Singh. Ansh was
from Agra, said the officer. The
driver of the truck fled the spot
after the accident. A case has
been registered against him
under relevant sections of the
IPC, police said.

Builder fails to
pay Rs 250 crore

to Noida, detained
NOIDA: The district
administration on Friday detained
one of the directors of Pan Real
Estate developers Amit Chawla
after the group allegedly
defaulted on payment of Rs 254
crore dues of the Noida Authority.
The Noida Authority had written
to the administration earlier
claiming that the Pan Oasis
Group had not paid dues and
asked the former to begin
recovery proceedings. “This is
the administration's second
biggest crackdown against
defaulting builders. According to
Revenue Acts, detaining
defaulters is one of the method
for recovering dues.

No guards at most ATMs,
and only a few are trained

GHAZIABAD: If you think
the number of crimes taking
place in ATMs has increased,
then your concern is not
unfounded as most of the
counters in the city are left
unattended or at the mercy of
ill-equipped security guards.
Exposing serious lapses in
security measures on the part
of many banks in Ghaziabad,
police found that most of the
ATMs in the city do not have
any guard and the ones that do
have them a majority does not
carry functional guns. During
random inspections on Monday;
the police officers found that
hundreds of ATMs and banks

across the city do not comply
with the mandatory security
measures like deployment of
trained guards —some of them
didn’t even know how to load
a gun. Ghaziabad has 347 bank
branches and over 400 ATMs.
The police have now taken up
the issue of security with bank
authorities. The suggested
measures include deployment
of a minimum of four to five
guards at all branches and at
least one personnel at off-site
ATMs, proper installation of
CCTV cameras and prominent
display of police helpline
numbers at both banks and
ATMs.
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