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Mauritian woman, her
local friends robbed ...
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Stuck in traffic, two give
birth in ambulances

GHAZIABAD: Two women
gave birth in ambulances after
getting stuck in traffic jams in
the city on Friday morning.
Both women were headed to
the District Women Hospital,
where they were later taken
to for medical attention after
the deliveries. The hospital’s
chief medical superintendent,
Deepa Tyagi, said: “Both the
women and their infants
(boys) are fine and are under
observation at the hospital.”
Tyagi added that around
10am, Neema (32), a resident
of Sahibabad, got stuck in a
snarl near Thakurdwara

trisection due to an accident
in the area. “There was a
medical assistant in the
vehicle and the woman did not
face any difficulty in the
delivery,” Tyagi said.
Neema’s husband Bhalram is
a daily wage labourer and this
was their third child. In the
second case, 22-year-old
Jyoti, a resident of
Sudamapuri in Vijay Nagar,
gave birth inside an
ambulance just a few hundred
metres from the women’s
hospital. She had got stuck for
over half an hour on Gaushala
road due to heavy traffic.
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EDITORIAL

St. Petersburg
consensus : On Russia-
China bonhomie

The bonhomie between China’s and Russia’s leaders
at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum
last week was demonstrable. In a sign of the
heightened tensions between the U.S. and the two
countries, Russia’s annual investment gathering was
boycotted by the U.S. Ambassador to Russia, Jon
Huntsman. His absence was ascribed to the prevailing
environment in Russia for foreign entreprencurs,
typified by the detention of U.S. private equity investor
Michael Calvey on allegations of fraud. Conversely,
the Chinese telecommunications equipment
manufacturer Huawei signed an agreement with
Russia’s principal mobile operator to start 5G networks,
in a rebuff to Washington’s attempts to isolate the firm
internationally. Russian President Vladimir Putin and
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping made it clear in St.
Petersburg that the tensions with the West had only
drawn them closer. The rift with Russia began with
Moscow’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the
stand-off in eastern Ukraine that continues. Russia’s
tensions with the U.S. and some EU countries stem
also from their opposition to the 1,200-km-long Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline from Russia to Germany. U.S.
objections draw in part from its eagerness to export
liquefied natural gas to Europe, besides thwarting
Moscow’s ambition to dominate the region’s energy
market. Far more sensitive has been U.S. Special
Counsel Robert Mueller’s inquiry into possible Russian
meddling in the 2016 U.S. presidential election.
Washington’s blacklisting of Huawei, prohibiting it from
selling technology to the U.S. and barring domestic
firms from supplying semiconductors to Beijing, falls
into a class of its own among international trade
disputes.

Amid these tensions, in St. Petersburg Mr. Xi and Mr.
Putin emphasised that bilateral relations were at a
historic high, marked by increased diplomatic and
strategic cooperation. China participated in Russian
military exercises on its eastern border last September,
marking a watershed. Moscow and Beijing, hostile
rivals of the Cold War era, have for a while been
adopting common positions at the UN Security Council
on critical international issues. Bilateral relations are
also guided by pragmatism. Russia appears realistic
about the growing Chinese economic clout in Central
Asia, once firmly in its sphere of influence, thanks to
China’s massive infrastructure investments under the
Belt and Road Initiative. Chinese cooperation would
moreover prove critical for Russia’s elaborate plans
to exploit the Northern Sea Route along the Arctic as
an alternative transportation hub. International
sanctions have not been very effective in isolating
Russia. European states, notably Germany, recognise
the importance of engaging with Russia to contain Mr.
Putin’s expansionist aims. Equally, President Donald
Trump’s “America first” policy is compelling potential
rivals to make common cause.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

m¢.
TIRUPATI BALAN CHROMICLE

Ghaziabad, 9 Jun to 15 Jun 2019

Unpaid PCR van drivers protest near top cop’s house

NOIDA: Having not received
their salaries for the past five
months, the district’s PCR van
drivers on Sunday protested in
front of the residence of the
Gautam Budh Nagar SSP in
Sector 27 demanding that they
be paid. SSP Vaibhav Krishna
assured them that the issue
would be resolved within a
week. On the other hand, the
Noida Authority, which is in
charge of disbursing their
salaries, has said it won’t do so
and has referred the matter to
the state government. While a
few drivers parked their vehicles

at police chowkis, around 40 of
them gathered at the SSP’s
home. The drivers, who have
been working in eight-hour
shifts, had earlier been assured
of payment after the elections
got over. The protesters said the
dispute started in July 2017,
when the police department
issued fresh tenders to outsource
drivers from private agencies
and changed the working hours
from 12 hours to eight hours a
day. Earlier, each PCR van was
assigned three drivers, but after
the working hours were snipped,
the number of drivers was

Noida residents lash out at
authority for muddy water

NOIDA: As temperatures in
the city touched 44 degrees
Celsius on Sunday, residents of
some sectors 11,12, 19, 20,
27 and a few more complained
of muddy and yellowish water
in their houses and low
pressure in the taps. Deputy
general manager of water and
sewer department, Noida
Authority, BM Pokhriyal said
there is no shortage in Ganga
water supply and the poor
quality is due to a damage in a
water pipeline near Sector 25.
Residents lashed out at the
poor approach of the authority
concerned. “I showed a
sample of water collected at
8.00 am from Sector 19 to the
water department staff. On
Saturday, we were getting
yellow water and on Sunday,
it turned black. The pressure
has been very low for a week.

Noida Authority is taking
exorbitant charges for the
supply of drinking water. We
are being forced to buy
packaged water,” said RWA
general secretary, Sector 19,
RC Gupta. He blamed the
authority for insufficient efforts
at tackling the basic needs of
residents. "It is the duty of our
MLA or MP to take note of
the problem," he added. Rajiv
Garg from Sector 27 and
Puneet Shukla from Sector 12
said they have faced low
pressure and yellow water
supply for only a few hours.
Sector 11 RWA president
Suresh Krishnan called for the
suspension of officials
concerned. "The officials said
groundwater is yellow and
when mixed with adequate
quantity of Ganga water the
colour improves," said Garg.

brought down to two for each
van as the Noida Authority was
willing to pay only for two
drivers. All 129 drivers
responsible for ferrying
policemen in 43 PCR vans
across the district haven’t been
paid since January. “We had
made repeated requests and
were told to come after
elections, but haven’treceived
our pay yet,” Manmohan Singh,
a protester, told TBC. “I have
written to the DM and the SSP
at least five times, to no avail,
added Jaideep Singh, contractor
of the drivers.

Two robbed of cars
at gunpoint in Noida

NOIDA: Two cab drivers
were robbed of their cars by
unidentified persons in
different areas of the city.
While one driver was
associated with a cab
aggregator, the other worked
as a private cab driver. Around
2.40am on Saturday, [eeladhar
Sharma received a booking
through the app of the cab-
aggregator he worked for.
“Two men booked the cab from
Sector Sigma 4 in Greater
Noida to reach Noida. Just 15
minutes into the ride, one of
them flashed a gun and took
over the vehicle. They later
dumped me near Sector 39,”
said Sharma. Similarly, one
Sanjeev Kumar, who drives his
taxi, was robbed of his car
around 11.30pm on Friday.
“My cab collided with an
another car in which two men
were sitting.

Food court to come up near Botanical Garden metro station

NOIDA: The Noida Metro
Rail Corporation (NMRC) will
soon develop a vendor zone
and a food court near Botanical
Garden metro station and
convert the area into a public
space for commuters.
Currently, the approximately
1,000 sqm triangular area near
Botanical Garden metro
station is used by NMRC buses
as a temporary parking spot.
It is a vacant plot allotted by
the Noida Authority to NMRC
for bus operations. The area
has a public toilet and
unauthorised vendors use it.
Officials said that the area will
be developed as a public space

where commuters using buses
or the metro trains could
comfortably stop. The area
will have around 25 food and
drink vendors in a 200 sqm
area. Additionally, the spot will
have benches, plantation, cycle
and motorbike stands and a
public toilet. “We want to make
it into a comfortable, safe,
well-lit but shaded area where
people can even wait for
longer periods if required. To
make the space greener, it will
have plantations. We will allot
spots to around 25 vendors for
selling street food, lemonade
and other such consumables,”
said P D Upadhyay, the

executive director, NMRC. He
added that dust bins will be
placed in the area and waste
collection will be done from the
spot regularly. The capacity of
the cycle and two-wheeler
stands would be decided soon.
“Once people have mass
transit options, like the Metro
and bus, non-motorised options,
like cycles, can easily be used
for last-mile connectivity,
especially for shorter
distances. It is economical,
healthy and environment-
friendly. However, people
often avoid using these since
there is no safe parking option,”
added Upadhyay.
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Ex-army man found dead
inside his flat in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: A 65-year-old
retired army personnel was
found dead in his second-floor
flat in Vijay Nagar’s Pratap
Vihar’s F Block on Friday.
Police said the body seemed
to be two-three days old. The
deceased was identified as
Silva Raju, originally from
Chennai but living in Ghaziabad
for the past many years. He is
survived by his wife Kalai Selvi
and daughter Kirthi. Since the
last two months, Raju had been
living alone as his wife and
daughter had gone to
Bengaluru to stay with his son
Karthik Raj, who is a software

Retired ACP of Delhi
Police dies, wife hurt
in expressway crash

NOIDA: A retired ACP of
Delhi Police died, while his
wife was injured on Sunday
evening, after their car
crashed into a divider on the
Noida-Greater  Noida
Expressway. Although the
accident happened around
4pm in an area under
jurisdiction of Sector 39
police, there are rumours that
initially, there was a dispute
regarding jurisdiction
between Expressway and
Sector 39 police. Devendra
suddenly lost control of his
car, which crashed into the
divider on the Expressway
and turned turtle.

Deposit Rs

engineer. Raju’s brother-in-law
Bala Subramanian, who lives
with his family in the
neighbourhood, said Karthik
called him on Friday morning
and asked him to check on his
father as his phone had been
unreachable. “I went to his flat
and found it locked from inside.
A pungent smell was
emanating from the house. |
rang the bell several times but
did not get any response.
Subsequently, with the help of
neighbours I broke open the
main door and found Raju dead
on his bed,” Subramanian said.
Police ruled out any foul play.

70-year-old crushed
to death by bus

GHAZIABAD: A 70-year-old
man, riding pillion on a
motorcycle, was mowed down
by abus in Sihani Gate on Friday
afternoon. Rajpal Singh from
Pilkhuwa lived with his wife,
daughter-in-law and her three
children in Delhi’s Mandoli.
Singh’s son Mukesh had died
five years ago. The accident
took place at 12.30 pm on GT
road near Hapur Trisection. His
brother Raj said Singh was the
sole earning member in the
family. He was with his
younger brother Naresh on a
motorcycle at that time. They
were going to Pilkhuwa to settle
some property issue.

Thieves who stole Bullets arrested

GHAZIABAD: Four persons
who used to allegedly steal
Bullet motorcycles from paid
parking lots of Ghaziabad have
been arrested by the police on
Thursday. Seven Bullet
motorcycles have been
recovered from them.
According to the police, the
arrested persons have been
identified as Sanjay,
Shahnawaz, Manish and Tejvir,
all belonging to Aligarh. Aparna
Gautam, the circle officer of the
area, told TBC that the accused
were arrested during regular
checking drive in Khoda area
of'the city. “The accused stole
the Bullet motorbikes and sold
them to scrap dealers in Meerut

Mauritian woman, her local friends robbed of
cash, passport, IDs on Yamuna Expressway

AGRA: A woman from
Mauritius, who was on her way
to Agra to see the Taj along
with her two Indian friends,
was allegedly robbed of cash
and valuables at gunpoint on
Yamuna Expressway by two
motorbike-borne assailants.
The incident took place at
10:35 am, near Palkheda
village of Naujheel police
jurisdiction in Mathura district.
According to police, the
victims were identified as 30-
year-old Elo Die of Mauritius,
Archana Mache, 24, of
Lakhimpur district of Assam
and Anup Kumar, 26, of UP’s
Allahabad district. Naujheel

5 crore with

Ghaziabad authority: HC to IMT

GHAZIABAD: The
Allahabad high court on
Thursday directed the Institute
of Management Technology
(IMT) to deposit Rs 5 crore
with Ghaziabad Development
Authority (GDA) before it
applies for land, whose
allotment was cancelled by the
development agency last
month, to be reinstated. The
court also directed the housing
and urban planning
department’s principal
secretary to settle the matter
by August 20. GDA had on
May 29 cancelled the allotment
of 11,503 square yards to IMT
after the institute was found to
be encroaching on it. The

development agency had
asked IMT to return the land
within 15 days of the order.
The institute had challenged the
order in the high court, saying
it had come to know about the
notice through the media. Prior
to cancelling the land allotment,
GDA had issued a notice to the
institute. The action followed
governor Ram Naik forwarding
to the chief minister a letter by
councillor Rajender Tyagi
accusing IMT of encroaching
on the plot. The governor had
sought “appropriate action” on
the complaint. Tyagi had in
March written to the governor,
demanding a CBI inquiry into
alleged irregularities at IMT.

station house officer S P
Sharma said, “Three tourists
were going to Agra in a hired
car, when their vehicle
reportedly overheated and
stopped. The driver, identified
as Alaq Khan, 44, of Bijnor
district, left the three tourists
in the vehicle and went to fetch
water from a nearby roadside
dhaba (eatery) to cool down
the engine. In his absence, two
men on a motorbike came and
whipped out country-made
pistols. They robbed the trio off
their cash and valuables. Later
when the driver returned, he
called the cops.” “Two mobile
phones, 15 US dollars, Rs 5,000

Aqua Line branch linking
Botanical Garden may
have 10 new stations in city

Noida: The newly approved
Aqua Line corridor in Noida
from Sector 142 to Botanical
Garden may have around 10
stations and could see a daily
ridership of about 1 lakh
commuters, according to a
detailed project report (DPR)
drawnup in 2017. Ridership
has been a problem for the
Aqua Line since its launch
earlier this year, primarily
because there is no interface
with Delhi metro. It also
reduce distance and travel
time for commuters from
Greater Noida who wish to go
to Delhi as they would not
have to pass through all Noida
sectors.

cash and other documents, like
passport, ID cards, were taken
away by the robbers. Our
surveillance team is scanning
the mobile numbers which were
active in their area at that time.
The IMEI numbers of the stolen
phones have also been kept on
surveillance,” the SHO said.
“Since the three tourist were
not aware about the numbers
of their IDs and passport, we
have sent a cop to escort them
to a Noida’s hotel, where they
have kept photocopies of their
robbed documents. Once the
victims give us a proper
written complaint, we will
lodge an FIR.

for somewhere between Rs
15,000 and Rs 20,000. Over 10
cases have been registered
against each of the accused at
various police stations in Delhi
and NCR,” she said. Explaining
their modus operandi, the police
officer said that the four men
used to steal ordinary
motorcycles and then look for
Bullet bikes in parking lots.
After locating a Bullet
motorcycle, they would then
park the other stolen
motorcycle next to it and take
a parking slip from the
attendant. Police said the men
used to target the bigger parking
lots in the city, including those
at metro stations.

Seven booked for
extortion bid on
shop owners

NOIDA: Seven men were
booked for allegedly fighting
an anti-encroachment team of
the Noida Authority and
extorting money from shop
owners at Shiv Om market in
Chaura Sadatpur village in
Sector 22. According to
police, the market was
illegally constructed by a few
land mafias but it was
acquired by the authority last
year and the shops were
redistributed among the
vendors five months ago.
“The accused are on the run,
they will be nabbed soon,”
said Tripathi.

US techie getting into cab
for IGI robbed at dawn

GHAZIABAD: A US-based
software engineer and his
family loading luggage on to
a cab to go to Delhi airport
were robbed of valuables
worth Rs 1.5 lakh by two gun-
wielding miscreants in Surya
Nagar early on Monday.
Rajesh Pandey (48), the son
of a former Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) officer,
had come to his father’s house
in Ghaziabad with his wife
and two daughters on a two-
week vacation on Saturday.
Around 3.30am on Monday,
Rajesh had booked a cab to
go to Delhi airport for
Bangalore and was loading

luggage on to the vehicle
when a masked man pointed
a gun at him and asked him to
hand over whatever he had.
“No sooner did the guard of
the housing society open the
gates to let the cab in, a man
wearing a mask rushed
towards Rajesh and pointed a
gun to his head. He snatched
Rs 15,000 from my son and
two mobile phones that were
kept in his pockets,” said
Narayan Dutt Pandey (72),
who retired from RWA as a
field officer. The snatching
took place right under the
house of Narayan Dutt in
Ramprastha B block.



6 | SMS TBAM to 57575

www.tbcgzb.com

m¢.
TIRUPATI BALAN CHROMICLE

Police say meat trader did not drown, was Killed

GHAZIABAD: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
refused to implead a group of
residents who have built homes
near Arthala lake in the ongoing
case saying the court is only
concerned about the
environmental impact of
encroachment near the lake.
The court said the petitioners
have the freedom to approach
appropriate  authorities
regarding ownership of the
land. While hearing a case filed
by environmentalist Sushil
Raghav, who had contended
that about 50% of the lake has
been encroached upon, NGT,
on Tuesday, said the court is not
deciding the title issue. “This

court is only considering the
environmental issues with a
view to protect the water
bodies which were encroached
upon by unauthorised persons
and unauthorised
encroachments made by
miscreants so as to reduce the
water bodies into their
possession. Under the
circumstance, we do not think
that it is necessary to implead
the applicants in the execution
proceedings. They are at
liberty to move the appropriate
forum to establish their rights
in accordance with the law,”
the court order stated. The
NGT, in September 2016, had
ordered that the lake area be

Sacked aide of VK Singh
held on fraud charge

GHAZIABAD: A former aide
of Union minister and
Ghaziabad MP Gen VK Singh
(retd) was arrested on
Saturday for using forged
documents to seek funds that
he claimed were for BJP.
Police said Shambhu Prasad
Singh had carried out
fraudulent transactions in the
MP’s name and had a history
of fraud cases. VK Singh’s
private secretary Surjit Singh
had this April alerted Ghaziabad
police to instances of forgery
and fraud that SP Singh had
allegedly been carrying out,
which included using VK
Singh’s letterhead. A case was

registered at Kavi Nagar police
station based on Surjit Singh’s
complaint. Police also received
a complaint against SP Singh
from Ajay Tyagi, a local
businessman and resident of
GDA staff colony at Kallupura
in Ghaziabad. “SP Singh
demanded money from people
in Gen Singh’s name. He is a
former defence contractor who
was hired by Gen Singh in2014
to assist him in constituency-
related work after he was
elected MP from Ghaziabad,”
apolice officer said. Tyagi said
on April 15 this year, SP Singh
had introduced himself as the
Ghaziabad MP’s advisor.

cleared ofillegal structures and
its sanctity restored. In 2017,
Raghav filed a contempt plea
in the case and the court heard
the matter on April 22 this year,
in which authorities sought
more time, saying that since
the election process was on, it
would be difficult to get police
force to carry out the drive.
Later, the district authorities
carried out an anti-
encroachment drive on May 29
and demolished some
structures. Subsequently,
applications were moved by
residents seeking impleadment
and stay of proceedings.
Applicants had argued that
orders had been passed

without hearing their
grievances. They claimed they
were not encroachers and had
purchased properties on the
basis of registered sale
agreements and deeds and the
areas were registered as
private holdings in revenue
records and it is not part of the
water body. Now, when the
authorities are implementing
the NGT order by demolishing
the buildings where applicants
stay, saying these are illegal
encroachments, residents
have pleaded for impleading
them as respondents in the
case. Applicants also
requested a stay on eviction
proceedings.

Mob attacks police after man
drowns 1n canal, 600 booked

GHAZIABAD: More than
600 residents of Muradnagar
were booked on Saturday for
allegedly rioting and attacking
police when they reached the
area to hand over the body of
Asif, who had drowned in
Ganga canal on the day of Eid.
According to the police, Asif’s
family members and
neighbours went on a rampage
on Friday night. They allegedly
demanded the arrest of Asif’s
friends, claiming that he was
murdered by them. Om
Prakash Singh, the SHO of
Muradnagar police station,
said when the police reached
Asif’s house to hand over his

body to the family members,
they started pelting stones at
them. “They also blocked the
Delhi-Meerut highway for
over an hour and set some
vehicles on fire. They
disturbed the law and order of
the area and destroyed public
property,” he added.
“Hundreds of officers from
five different police stations
were deployed at the time of
the incident. A team of 30
policemen was deployed
during the night and 20 were
asked to be ready in case of
escalation. A few police
personnel were also injured,”
a senior police officer said.

Arthala lake house owners go to NGT for say in case but sent back

GHAZIABAD: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
refused to implead a group of
residents who have built homes
near Arthala lake in the
ongoing case saying the court
is only concerned about the
environmental impact of
encroachment near the lake.
The court said the petitioners
have the freedom to approach
appropriate authorities
regarding ownership of the
land. While hearing a case filed
by environmentalist Sushil
Raghav, who had contended
that about 50% of the lake has
been encroached upon, NGT,
on Tuesday, said the court is
not deciding the title issue.
“This court is only considering

the environmental issues with
a view to protect the water
bodies which  were
encroached upon by
unauthorised persons and
unauthorised encroachments
made by miscreants so as to
reduce the water bodies into
their possession. Under the
circumstance, we do not think
that it is necessary to implead
the applicants in the execution
proceedings. They are at
liberty to move the appropriate
forum to establish their rights
in accordance with the law,”
the court order stated. The
NGT, in September 2016, had
ordered that the lake area be
cleared ofiillegal structures and
its sanctity restored. In 2017,

Raghav filed a contempt plea
in the case and the court heard
the matter on April 22 this year,
in which authorities sought
more time, saying that since
the election process was on, it
would be difficult to get police
force to carry out the drive.
Later, the district authorities
carried out an anti-
encroachment drive on May 29
and demolished some
structures. Subsequently,
applications were moved by
residents seeking impleadment
and stay of proceedings.
Applicants had argued that
orders had been passed
without hearing their
grievances. They claimed
they were not encroachers

and had purchased properties
on the basis of registered sale
agreements and deeds and the
areas were registered as
private holdings in revenue
records and it is not part of
the water body. Now, when
the authorities are
implementing the NGT order
residents have pleaded for
impleading them as
respondents in the case.
Applicants also requested a
stay on eviction proceedings.
Last week, police booked 35
people for buying and selling
plots and building houses on
encroached land near Arthala
lake in Sahibabad after
Ghaziabad  Municipal
Corporation filed a complaint.
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Rs 300 crore share in Greater
Noida budget for Jewar airport

GREATER NOIDA: UP
chief secretary Anup Chandra
Pandey chaired the Greater
Noida Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA)’s 114th
board meeting on Friday, where
abudget of Rs 4,260 crore was
sanctioned for the financial year
2019-20, which is 17 % more
than that last year. GNIDA’s
budget for 2018-19 was Rs
3,639 crore, almost double than
the Rs 1,745 crore allotted for
2017-18. The budget laid stress
on the Jewar airport project,
with GNIDA allocating its
share of Rs 300 crore for it.
Connectivity formed a major
part of the budget plans, and Rs

Transformer fire
spreads, burns down
cars and bikes

NOIDA: At least two cars and
nine two-wheelers were
damaged after a transformer
caught fire in H block of
Sector 63 due to leakage of its
oil and the flames spread
quickly. The fire in the
transformer caused panic in
the area around H block
market because of repeated
blasts in the vehicles that were
parked nearby. The incident
happened around 12.45pm
when the transformer, opposite
the office of General Street,
suffered a leakage and had
sparking. The sparking soon
turned into flames, which
spread to the vehicles.

100 crore was cleared for the
Noida-Greater Noida metro
line. GNIDA put aside Rs 431
crore for internal and external
development of the area, Rs
376 crore for urban city
maintenance, Rs 200 crore for
rural development and Rs 20
crore for horticulture
development. Linking Delhi
with the metro formed a major
part of the discussions during
the meeting, officials said. A
proposal was adopted in the
board for a 14km Aqua Line
connectivity from near Sector
142 in Greater Noida to
Botanical Garden for an
interchange to Delhi.

3 lakh saplings to be
planted in 86 villages of
GB Nagar till August

Noida: For the first time, the
forest department of Gautam
Budh Nagar will rope in all 86
villages in the upcoming green
drive where almost 7.50 lakh
trees will be planted in the
district during monsoon season
between July-August. Out of
the total saplings to be planted,
3 lakh will be planted in 86
villages. “We have started
preparing for the plantation
drive for over last three months
and the saplings have been
planted and raised in our
nurseries. Now we will be
training the nursery members
and the tree-guardians to help
conserve the planted trees.

Six-month-old abducted from outside
district jail in Aligarh, rescued after
13 days from Ghaziabad, two held

AGRA: The Aligarh police on
Wednesday arrested two
women and rescued a 6-
month-infant boy who was
kidnapped from outside the
district jail on May 17.
According to police the infant
was recovered from Ghaziabad
and was handed over to his
parents. The arrested women,
Hemlata and Anita were
remanded to judicial custody.
Police said that Hemlata, who
hails from Bulandshahr’s
village Daulatpur and works
as a labourer in a brick-kiln in
Ghaziabad, had kidnapped the
infant and had sold him for Rs

Noida Ponzi scam dupes 2.5 lakh investors

GREATER NOIDA: A
scamster who exploited the new
urban transport trend of bike
taxis to float a Ponzi scheme
under the name, Bike Bot, and
allegedly netted a whopping 2.5
lakh investors within a few
months surrendered on Friday
before the local court. Police are
still adding up numbers on the
investment that may have sunk,
but said the fraud could run into
several thousand crores,
drawing comparison with the
biggest Ponzi scam busted in
Noida — Anubhav Mittal’s
Social Trade, which offered
returns against hitting ‘likes’
online — that was busted in
February 2017. So far, 40 FIRs

Driver sees spark and exits
as BMW goes up in flames

NOIDA: A BMW car caught
fire on Pustaroad in Sector 128
on Sunday afternoon, and was
damaged completely. Sumit,
who was driving the car, had a
narrow escape as he managed
to apply the brakes and exit the
vehicle just in time. A fire tender
was rushed to the spot to control
the blaze. Fire safety officer
Mamchand Badgurjar said that
Sumit had noticed a spark in the
car’s engine and immediately
exited the car. He then informed
the fire department. Badgurjar
said the exact cause of the fire
was not known yet. Meanwhile,
on the fourth floor of Kendriya
Vihar society in Sector 82, a fire

broke outin a flat on Sunday. At
least three fire tenders arrived
at the spot and doused the blaze
after half an hour. In another
incident, fire broke out on the
ground floor of a plastic factory
in Phase 2 on Sunday morning.
Badgurjar said that the fire was
possibly caused due to a short
circuit and the factory suffered
losses worth lakhs of rupees.
Another fire was reported from
the fourth floor of a building in
Hoshiapur village of Sector 51
on Saturday night. The
department received information
about the fire around 10 pm and
11 fire tenders were sent to the
spot.

have been filed while complaints
from investors in Jaipur, Noida,
Meerut, Hyderabad, Varanasi,
Hathras and Delhi are still to be
registered. The surrender of
Sanjay Bhati, who is from
Dankaur and had been a BSP
functionary for a few years,
came a day after the franchise
head of the company, Vijay Pal
Kasana, was arrested from a
hospital in Meerut. Bike Bot was
floated as an enterprise with an
eponymous app under the parent
company, Garvit Innovative
Promoters, in 2017. It sought a
one-time investment of Rs
62,100 from investors, offering
monthly returns ofRs 9,756. The
money, investors were told,

Three booked for Rs 50
lakh home loan fraud

NOIDA: Three persons,
including a couple, have been
booked for allegedly
orchestrating a fraud against a
nationalised bank in Greater
Noida’s Kasna. Alpha 1
residents Radhe Kumar and
his wife Shobha Kumari had
in August 2016 taken a loan of
Rs 52 lakh to buy a flat in
Delhi’s Jaganpura, which
belonged to one Amarjit Singh.
After the couple failed to repay
the installments for months, the
bank sent them a notice, which,
too, did not elicit any response.
The bank conducted an inquiry
and found that the flat was in
the possession of another
bank.

would come from revenue
generated by bike taxis affiliated
to Bike Bot in various cities. The
scam came to light when the
Bike Bot began defaulting on
returns in 2018. Bhati, who is in
his mid-40s, and other officials
of Bike Bot had been on the run
for the past six months. BSP too
distanced itself from him after
allegations of cheating cropped
up. Police said the Bike Bot
scheme promised to double the
returns to investors within a
year. “The accused (Bhati) had
launched the scheme as a
company that is owned and run
by its investors,” Gautam Budh
Nagar SSP Vaibhav Krishna
said.

50,000 to Anita, who worked
with her. While Anita wanted
the baby, Hemlata needed the
money to pay for her
husband’s bail, police said. On
May 17, when Hemlata was
visiting the Aligarh district jail
to meet her husband, she saw
the infant in the lap of his
young sister. Sensing an
opportunity, she took the child
from his sister on the pretext
of playing with him and
abducted the infant. Police
said, after taking the infant
Anita paid Hemlata only Rs
40,000 and refused to pay the
balance amount.

Party host booked a year
after fall from balcony
led to engineer’s death

NOIDA: A year after an
engineer allegedly fell from a
fourth-floor flat where he was
attending a party and died later
in hospital, the host has been
booked in a negligence case
that police filed following a
local court’s directive last
Friday. Police had probed the
fall and termed it an accident.
On May 25 last year,
Gurugram resident Shikhar
Srivastava, employee of a
company that manufactures
air purifiers, had come to Noida,
to Pushpendra’s flat in
Amrapali Sapphire, for a party.
“Pushpendra had said only he
and Shikhar were in the house.

‘Harassed by kin’, man hangs self in GZB

GHAZIABAD: A 27-year-
old medical representative
was found hanging from a
ceiling fan at his residence in
Loni on Saturday night, police
said. The deceased, identified
as Nazim Saifi, was allegedly
disturbed because of
harassment by his wife and
in-laws, his family has alleged.
The deceased’s brother
Shahzad Alam told police that
Nazim had married a
Farrukhnagar resident in April,
2016. “Soon after the
marriage, his in-laws started
pressuring my brother to live
separately,” Shahzad wrote in
the complaint. He said that
since December last year,
Nizam’s Nazim’s wife had

been living at her parents’
house, but agreed to be back
when Nizam promised her that
he would leave the Delhi
residence and move
somewhere else. They
subsequently shifted to Loni.
Shahzad added that his brother
had lodged a complaint against
his wife and in-laws at Harsh
Vihar police station in March
2019 alleging harassment.
Shahzad has sought the
registration of a murder FIR
against Nazim’s in-laws. SHO
(Loni) Sanjay Kumar Pandey
said no suicide note has been
recovered from the spot and
further course of action in the
case would depend on the
post-mortem report.
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