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Editorial

SC verdict on Rahul Gandhi

The last week had a significant political develo-
pment as the Supreme Court stayed the conviction
of Rahul Gandhiby a Surat court on statement made
on Modi. A matter which should have been sorted
outin the courts below was escalated all the way to
the Supreme Court, which by staying the
disqualification, gave Gandhi arespite.

The verdict has the potential to redefine the
boundaries of political discourse in India; it could
either pave the way for unrestrained political
rhetoric or push for more accountability amongst
political leaders. The future course of action
remains to be seen. Fromabroader perspective, this
case could significantly affect the nature of political
discourse in the country.

The Supreme Court's decision to stay his
disqualification might imply that the judiciary is
careful notto stifle free speech.Itisindeed adelicate
balance between ensuring accountability and
preserving freedom of speech.

The court, by granting the stay, has challenged
politicians to tread this fine line responsibly. The
implications of this decision could reverberate
throughout the country, prompting politicians to
exercise caution in their public statements and
debates. While the Supreme Court's stay has
provided temporary relief for Rahul Gandhi, the
final verdictin the defamation case stillhangsinthe
balance in Gujarat. As spectators, we can only wait,
watch, and hope that the final outcome reinforces
the principles ofjustice, fairness, and responsibility
in the political arena.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Noida airport run
away to be ready by
this year

UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Thursday,

Mission Uttam Pradesh to gain momen-
tum with Independence Day celebratlons

The Yogi government is all set to organize
programmes on a large scale on the occa-
sion of Independence Day, giving its Mis-
sion Uttam Pradesh momentum. With the
ongoing nationwide celebration of the In-
dependence Day Amrit Mahotsav, Uttar
Pradesh is gearing up to actively participate
by hosting the central government’s expan-
sive ‘Meri Mati, Mera Desh’ and ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ initiatives.

As per Chief Minister Yogi’s vision, the In-
dependence Day programs commenced
from 9th August. The magnitude of this
event can be gauged by the extensive reach
it aims to achieve. With participation span-
ning across villages, gram panchayats, mu-
nicipal bodies, blocks, cantonments, coun
cils, government offices, schools, colleges,
corporations, and industrial and commer-
cial establishments throughout the state, the
scale of the event is truly vast.

Chief Secretary Durga Shankar Mishra is-
sued comprehensive instructions to all gov-
ernment departments across different
levels. These directives are intended to fos-
ter seamless coordination and efficient ex-
ecution of the initiative. Furthermore, all
government departments have received in-
structions to upload pertinent selfies on the
official Government of India website, mer-
imaatimeradesh.gov.in. This step aimed to
encourage active participation and engage-
ment in the initiative. The detailed action
plan and instructions have already been
given by the Chief Secretary regarding how

m

this event is to be held. The implementation
of the ‘Panch Prana’ during the Amrit Kaal
is poised to transform the landscape of the
nation. In accordance with the Central Gov-
ernment’s ‘Panch Pran’ concept, a total of
five key objectives have been established
as vital life forces. The ‘Panch Pran’ con-
cept embodies key aims: achieving a devel-
oped India, eradicating all forms of
bondage, embracing our heritage with
pride, fostering unity and solidarity, and
nurturing citizens’ sense of duty.

This oath aims to instil a sense of independ-
ence in every citizen and ignite a drive to
accelerate the nation’s progress. A stan-
dardized oath format has been released for
administration throughout the state. It’s im-
portant to highlight that this 75-week pro-
gram, commemorating the 75th year of
independence, is slated to culminate on Au-
gust 29-30, 2023, on New Delhi’s Rajpath.

How Delhi services bill will change
the power dynamlcs in the Capital

said that the first runway of
the under construction
Noida International Airport
in Jewar will be ready by
the end of this year.

The Noida International
Airport, BJP's 'pride pro-
ject', will be the world's
fourth and Asia's largest
once completed.

While inaugurating a flight
service from Lucknow to
Varanasi, Yogi said, "Ayod-
hya's airport will be opera-
tional by  November
December this year. By the
end of this year, the first
runway of the Jewar airport
will also be ready."

BJP MLA Dhirendra Singh
said that its construction is
going on at a "fast pace",
adding that the airport will
not just boost the economy
of Greater Noida but the
whole of UP. The construc-
tion work at the airport site
is going on at a very fast
pace. The sense of security
and safety the government
has provided in the area has
led to problem-free execu-
tion of the construction.

The Delhi services bill is heading to
the President to turn into law after the
Rajya Sabha voted in favour of it —
131 against 102 on Aug 7. The bill
will introduce a sea change in the Cap-
ital; it gives the L-G, appointed by the
Centre, control over Delhi’s bureau-
crats, a move vehemently opposed by
the AAP.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
speaks on the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023 amid sloganeering by
Opposition MPs during the Monsoon
session of Parliament, in New Delhi.
Defending the legislation, he said in
Rajya Sabha that it did not violate the
Supreme Court judgment.

The bill, which was passed by the
Lok Sabha last week, replaces an or-
dinance promulgated by the Centre for
handling the transfers and postings of
officials in the Delhi government.

To understand what exactly is the
bill and how it will change Delhi’s ad-
ministration, one must first go back
and see why such legislation was re-
quired.Always fighting with the Lieu-
tenant Governor (L-G), who is
nominated by the Centre, the AAP
went to court on the matter and in
May 2023, a five-judge constitution
bench, headed by Chief Justice of

India DY Chandrachud, ruled that the
legislature has control over bureau-
crats in administration of services, ex-
cept in areas outside the legislative
powers of the National Capital Terri-
tory (NCT). There are three areas out-
side the control of Delhi government:
public order, police and land. When
introducing the bill, its statement of
reasons states that it is being brought
because as the capital, Delhi has a
unique status. The Delhi services Bill
states that the inquiries and suspen-
sions of the officials of the national
capital will be under the Centre’s con-
trol. The Lieutenant Governor will be
empowered to exercise his sole discre-
tion on various matters, which will in-
clude the National Capital Civil
Services Authority’s recommenda-
tions and the prorogation, summon-
ing, and dissolution of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly.

It is 1mp0rtant to note here that the
Delhi services Bill is different from
the ordinance that was passed earlier
by the Centre. There are three signifi-
cant changes:

Removal of Section 3A

The bill removes a provision in the or-
dinance that previously prevented the
Delhi Assembly from making laws
concerning ‘State Public Services and
State Public Service Commission’.
Section 3A, which was added through
an ordinance, said that the Delhi As-
sembly won’t have the power to make
laws related to services. This has now
been taken out of the bill. Instead, the
bill now concentrates on Article
239AA, which empowers the Centre
to establish the National Capital Civil
Service Authority (NCCSA).

No Annual Report needed by
NCCSA

The bill establishes the National Cap-
ital Civil Services Authority
(NCCSA) which will make recom-
mendations to the L-G, who is ap-
pointed by the Union government.
The NCCSA will include the chief
minister who will serve as the chair-
person, the principal home secretary
of Delhi, who will serve as the mem-
ber secretary and the chief secretary of
Delhi, who will serve as member.
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