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Cops warn against wrong
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district in UP to have
100% electrification

GHAZIABAD: Ghaziabad
has become the first district in
the state to have electricity in
allits households. Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath praised the
Centre’s Saubhagya scheme
and said his government’s
efforts to augment the power
infrastructure through it would
cover the entire state in the
future. “When we took over the
reins of the state, of a total of 4
crore households in the country
that had no access to electricity,
about 1.75 crore was in UP
alone. Butin a year’s time, we
have done a commendable job

in this direction and 100 per
cent electrification in all
households in Ghaziabad bears
atestimony to the claim,” said
Adityanath. Since the launch of
central government’s
Saubhagya scheme on
December 17 last year, a total
of 80,000 households were
given with electricity
connection, officials said. On
Friday, the chief minister also
inaugurated projects worth
around Rs 150 crore in the city.
He was in Ghaziabad to
inaugurate the Hindon Elevated
Road.
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EDITORIAL

This violence serves
no dalit cause

The Bharat Bandh has claimed the lives of nine people,
burned buses and produced clashes, leading to arrests of
thousands. Dalits were protesting the deemed dilution of
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Prevention of
Atrocities Act by a Supreme Court order seeking to build
safeguards against abuse of the law. Violence is not the
way to register protest in a democracy. It is condemnable
for the damage it does directly and counterproductive for
the dalits’ cause as well. And a more robust law against
atrocity and tighter procedure for its implementation to
eliminate scope for misuse are likely to improve the
conviction rate under the law, which is only 28% (2014 data),
against the national conviction rate for crimes in general of
about 46% (2015 data). That said, it is imperative to
appreciate dalit rage in its social context and address their
social progress going beyond one bandh and one law.

Nationwide protest by dalits signal a degree of collective
assertion by one of the most oppressed groups. That, in turn,
marks the progress the country has made in democratising
society. From being ostracised as polluting and therefore
untouchable, as per the ritual hierarchy of traditional
Hinduism, dalits have come a long way. On all socioeconomic
indicators, dalits are converging with the mainstream,
according to the Human Development Report of 2011,
brought out by the Planning Commission, and one of the
most comprehensive reports of its kind. Rapid growth has
allowed dalits to move into new occupations outside
traditional jobs reinforcing caste identity and associated
prejudice. Of course, their progress upsets the traditional
hierarchy and there has been a backlash from those who
lose degrees of social and economic superiority. This
continues to manifest itself as violent acts against dalits —
some extreme, such as killing, for the ‘crime’ of growing a
moustache or watching the ritual dance of upper-caste folk,
and others, less extreme, but still vicious. The remedy lies
beyond mere legal changes, in greater empowerment —
political, economic and social.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Break-in at
governor’s home in Noida

Gujarat

Noida: Burglars broke into
Gujarat governor Om Prakash
Kohli’s house in Noida on
Saturday morning and stole cash
and jewellery. The thefthappened
between 8am and 3pm at the
Sector 50 bungalow whenno one
was home. Police suspect the
thieves conducted arecce as they
knew when the caretaker will not
be present. Footage from CCTV
cameras installed in neighbouring
houses is being scanned for clues.
The house, which has a gated
compound, does nothave its own
surveillance system. Police have
formed three teams and launched
a search for the burglars. A few

———r .

suspects were detained in the
evening. Kohli’s daughter Ritu, a
professor, lives with her family in
the house. They went to Ambala
three days ago and asked
caretaker Pyarelal to look after
the house in their absence. “In
the morning, the caretaker
cleaned the house and left at
8am. He returned around 3pm
and found the lock at the main
door broken and the house
ransacked.
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Noida industrialists call for abolishment
of caste based reservation, write to PM

NOIDA: Even as nationwide
bandh (which took a violent turn
in several parts of the country as
Dalit protesters clashed with
police) was called on Monday by
Dalit organisations to protest
against the Supreme Court’s
recent order, banning automatic
arrests under the SC/ST Act, the
industrialists in Noida have
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
urging him to withdraw caste-
based reservation in education,
appointments and promotions
and reject Constitution
amendment bill for the same. The
industrialists maintained that
while caste-based reservation in
promotions on one side is
promoting undeserving, hollow
people to top levels/positions
leaving a sense of frustration
amongst deserving intelligent lot

Robbers vandalise
ATM after failed

heist at Naya Gaon

NOIDA: Three unidentified
men allegedly vandalised an
ATM after a failed robbery
attempt in Naya Gaon village
on Friday. The police filed an
FIR against the three and
scanned the footage of CCTV
cameras at the Axis Bank
ATM where the crime took
place. There was no security
guard at the ATM kiosk in the
village, police said. “Some
criminals on Wednesday night
arrived at the ATM and tried
to steal cash. However, they
failed to unlock the machine.
They then vandalised the
machine with some blunt
object and fled,” said an
officer. A passerby later
informed police after he
spotted the damaged machine.

\

who are left behind, the Noida
industrialists have urged PM
Modi to abolish the reservation
system and instead provide free
and quality education to the
economically weaker and
backward sections of the society.
Vipin Malhan, president of Noida
Entrepreneurs Association
(NEA) in his letter to PM Modi
maintained that while reservation
was built in the constitution so as
to uplift the backward classes of
the society at par with the main
stream, the same hasn’t
happened even after 70 years of
independence due to various

political compulsions. “The real
backward people are still at the
same level whereas some of
them, who have become doctors,
engineers, professors or senior
officers are taking advantage of
this system at the cost of their
poor brethren,” said Malhan.
"The real backwards are those
who are economically weak and
are not able to provide for
education and healthcare of
themselves and as such are not
getting any benefit of the lopsided
system," said Malhan V K Seth,
general secretary of NEA,
added that -caste-based
reservation in promotions on one
side is promoting undeserving,
hollow people to top levels
whereas those who are
deserving intelligent people are
left behind resulting in high level
of frustration and negativity.

Noida: Doctors to go on strike at
district hospital, emergency open

NOIDA: Medical services at
the district hospital are likely to
be affected on Friday as
doctors and medical staff have
called for a strike. The call for
strike allegedly follows a
quarrel between doctors and
non-medical staff over
residential quarters. According
to pharmacist Manoj Singh, his
wife Neelam Singh was abused
by the institute staff on March
24 at the society's residential
quarters. "A doctor and two
members of themedical staff
from the district hospital
misbehaved with my wife. |
was away when the incident
took place. We reported the
matter to the local police station
but they refused to register an
FIR," he said. The institute

management gave a different
version. Director AK Bhatta
said the residential quarters, in
which the pharmacist's family
stays, was meant for gazetted
officers only. He said that last
week, some boys were playing
cricket in the playground while
some staff members of
institute were sitting nearby.
"The ball landed in the
pharmacist's house and the
woman rushed outside. She
started quarrelling with the
staff and alleged she was
abused," he said. Bhatta
claimed the allegations were
not true. He said some people
had illegally occupied
accommodations in the four
towers, which is a bone of
contention.

Will make Noida crime-free, says new SSP Ajay Pal Sharma

NOIDA: Ajay Pal Sharma
took over as the senior
superintendent of police,
Gautam Budh Nagar, last
week. Since the day he took
charge, there have been at
least 10 encounters in which
one alleged criminal was
gunned down and a dozen
arrested. In his earlier stint in
Shamli as superintendent of
police, Sharma also presided
over a similar strategy. He
shared his views with

Shafaque Alam on his plans to
check crime in Noida and
Greater Noida. You took
charge as SSP and there is an
increase in encounters. We
have planned to improve
policing and check crimes in
rural and urban areas alike.
There are two kinds of
criminals — one, who are part
ofnotorious gangs, and second,
petty criminals. The focus now
is on the organised gangs. We
have made a good start and

several wanted criminals were
held and one carrying a reward
of Rs 1 lakh, Shravan, was killed
mahot chase. Another criminal,
Sheru Bhati, who had a reward
0fRs 25,000 on his head in Shiv
Kumar Yadav murder case,
surrendered himself. The
crackdown is surely yielding
good results. So the encounters
will continue in coming days? [
can say that the criminals will
be dealt with strictly as per the
law.
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FIR against builder for ‘delaying’ handover of flats

GHAZIABAD: An FIR has
been registered against a
builder, KDP Buildwell, for
allegedly delaying handover
of flats to buyers. The FIR
followed a directive from a
Ghaziabadcourt on March
23. As many as 11 buyers of
KDPMGI Gharaunda, a
residential project of KDP
with 330 units in Raj Nagar
Extension, have alleged that
the flats had been delayed for
over four years. They
claimed most of the buyers
had already paid 95-98% of
the amount to the builder. On
Sunday, the police recorded
the statements of six of the

Noida police mistakes
RSS functionary as dalit
activist, detains him

NOIDA: AnRSS functionary
on Monday alleged that Noida
police on Monday detained him
after mistaking him for a dalit
activist. Police later dropped
him at some other place during
the Bharat bandh protest.
Rakesh Sinha, RSS
functionary and honorary
director Indian Policy
Foundation, shared the
information through his twitter
handle. He said that he had
visited a news channel’s office
in Noida Film City. Sinha also
alleged that a police team led
by SHO, Sector 20, Anil
Kumar Shahi had hauled him.
“Noida Police forcibly pushed
me in a van. Their behaviour
was unfriendly.

6 ex-cops get 5 years in jail for custodial

GHAZIABAD: A special
CBI court on Saturday held six
former policemen guilty in a
three-decade-old custodial
death case of a 19-year-old
youth in Agra. The six accused,
including the then SHO of
Madan Mohan Gate police
station in Agra, have been
sentenced to five years of
rigorous imprisonment. The
case dates back to the mid-80s,
when policemen from Agra’s
Madan Mohan Gate police
station picked up Sanjay (19)
on October 10, 1986, who was
wanted in two cases of
burglary. The then SHO, Ram
Kishore Shukla, asked the
policemen not to make any
official entry of Sanjay’s arrest
in their log books. “Sanjay was

—

11 complainants. The FIR
has been registered at Sihani
Gate police station against
the group’s directors, Manoj
Kumar Goyal and Kavita
Rani Goyal, besides one
Ashish Goyal under Sections
420 (cheating), 406 (criminal
breach of trust), 504
(intentional insult with intent
to provoke breach of the

peace), 506 (criminal
intimidation) and 120 B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
IPC. Dushyant Kumar Tyagi,
one of the homebuyers and a
complainant, said: “The
project was launched in 2011
and the developers had
agreed to hand over the flats
from March 2014. But even
after four years, the project
is far from complete. Several
meetings were held with the
group, but no positive
outcome came out of them.
Every time, they gave us a
new deadline but never
fulfilled their promise.” KDP
director Manoj Kumar Goyal

refuted the allegations. “We
will give the possession of
flats this month itself. We
have already issued the offer
of possession to homebuyers.
Those who are making
payments are being given the
flats. The map of the project
has also been approved by the
GDA and power connection
will be given in 15 days. We
will also get the completion
certificate soon,” he said.
Goyal has also moved court
against the buyers, accusing
them of misrepresenting
facts. The case will come up
for hearing on April 5, he
added.
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6 arrested with over 6.5
kg cannabis in GZB

GZB: Six people have been
arrested on the charge of
peddling drugs and 6.5 kg
cannabis was seized from
them, the police said here
today. During a raid conducted
at anumber of places in Rajiv
Vihar colony under Khoda
municipality area last night,
the six people were arrested,
SP (City) Akash Tomar said.
The accused have been
identified as Mohit, Sanjiv,
Mukesh, Pramod, Omveer
and Yusuf, the officer said,
adding during interrogation
they have confessed that they
were involved in selling
cannabis.

Cops warn against wrong turns on 10.5km-long elevated road

GHAZIABAD: In an
advisory issued on Sunday, the
traffic police has urged
commuters to stick to the rules
and regulations on the 10.5km-
long elevated road and stop
taking wrong turns. Those
coming from Delhi side will
have to drive all the way to Raj
NagarExtension and then take
a U-turn to reach Indirapuram
and adjoining areas, the
advisory said. The ramp on the
Vasundharaside is meant only
to approach the elevated road
and move towards Raj Nagar
Extension and not vice-versa.
Likewise, the ramp on
Kanawani side is meant only
to get down at Indirapuram,
the police said. The advisory
has been issued after many
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technically in illegal detention
at Madan Mohan Gate police
station. The policemen
subjected him to third degree
and tortured him the whole
night,” said Kuldeep Pushkar,
public prosecutor. “Sanjay
could not bear the humiliation
and committed suicide the next
day after stabbing himself with
broken glass bottle inside the
TBClet of the police station,”
added Pushkar. Apart from
SHO Ram Kishore Shukla,
eight others in the ranks of
head constable or constable
were involved in the crime.

commuters were found taking
wrong turns at the ramps on
both Kanawani and
Vasundhara sides to avoid
travelling a longer distance to
reach their destinations in
Indirapuram and adjoining
areas. SP (traffic) S N Singh
said, “In the first two days,
many people who claimed to
be unaware of the rules, fought
with our staff and insisted on

death 32 years ago

“Out of eight constables
implicated in the case, Kamal
Singh and Nepal Singh died
during trial. On Saturday, the
court held Hemraj Singh,
Rajender Singh, Raja Ram,
Girish Kumar and Sundar Lal,
apart from Shukla, as guilty and
sentenced them to five years
of rigorous imprisonment,”
said Pushkar. The matter came
to light when Sanjay’s father
Mohan Sharma alleged in a
letter to the then SSP of Agra
saying that it was a case of
custodial death following
which a magisterial inquiry
was ordered. However, after
an year, the accused were
given clean chit which led to
Sharma writing another letter
to the Supreme Court.

taking wrong turns. Now we
are not going to allow any such
thing. We have issued an
advisory explaining the rules.”
“There is a need to install
permanent speed radars on the
stretch. However, till the time
we get such a facility, we will
use speed-detectors. We are
in the process of getting at
least 10 speed-detectors for the
city. The offenders will be

issued e-challans. Moreover,
we will send copies of
challans to the offenders’
addresses on the basis of their
vehicle registration number,”
the SP said. Traffic inspector
Ramesh Tiwari said, “As many
as five constables have been
deployed on the stretch for
smooth traffic movement.
While two cops each will be
posted on both ends of the two
ramps to stop people from
taking any wrong turn, one
constabale will be present at
the Rajnagar Extension rotary
to manage the traffic. The
system will be in place till 10
pm, after which local police will
patrol the area. Commuters
who are found driving in wrong
directions will be challaned.”

Greater Noida Airport foundation
stone to be laid by Oct: Govt

NEW DELHI: The Centre
has set up a project monitoring
and implementation committee
(PMIC) to ensure the speedy
completion of the greenfield
Noida International Airport at
Jewar whose first phase is
supposed to get operational in
three to four years. The UP
government is planning to lay
the foundation stone of Phase
1 of this project by October
2018. “Land measuring 5,000
hectares has been identified by
Yamuna ExpresswaylIndustrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA) for the project, out of
which 240 hectares belongs to
the state government and rest
is with private owners. The first

phase of acquisition of land
measuring 1,327 hectares for
construction of terminal
buildings and runways is
expected to be initiated in June,
2018 by YEIDA for (which)
necessary arrangements have
been made,” the aviation
ministry said in a statement on
Tuesday night after a meeting
of aviation ministers Suresh
Prabhu, Jayant Sinha and
aviation secretary R N
Choubey with YEIDA
chairman Prabhat Kumar and
other senior officials of the
central and UP government. In
the meeting, timelines have
been fixed for various activities
and responsibilities assigned.
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Noida :Girl falls into open manhole, mom saves her

NOIDA: A four-year-old girl
was pulled back from certain
death by her mother on
Tuesday morning after the
child fell into an open manhole
while waiting for her school
bus and got briefly swallowed
by the cesspool. Not even a
minute before that, Sukriti
Mehra had felt Sirisha’s little
fingers slide out of her palm
and turned towards her
daughter to see her absorbed
in conversation with a
kindergarten classmate. It
was 7.30am and they were
all waiting for the school bus,
just outside the gates of
Capetown, a residential
society in Sector 74. Then a

car speeding past suddenly
honked near Sirisha and the
startled child took a few steps
back. The open manhole was
right behind her and she fell.
Sukriti lunged instinctively to
grab her daughter but the girl
had been sucked entirely into
the murky water because of
the fall. When she rose back
near the surface, her mother
caught hold of her hand and
pulled with all the strength
she could muster. “She was
deep into the water and only
one hand was visible,”
Sukriti, whose daughter
studies in The Manthan
School, told TBC later at the
district child hospital, Sirisha

Nod for 8 vending zones in
Ghaziabad, place for 2,000 hawkers

GHAZIABAD: Over eight
spots have been demarcated
as vending zones in areas
administered by GDA which
could accommodate about
2,000 vendors. The GDA and
GMC shared details of the
vending zones with district
magistrate Ritu Maheshwari
on Wednesday, which were
approved. This has paved
way for dedicated vending
zones for street hawkers and
roadside shopkeepers who
for long have been demanding
the same. “The four spots
that have been identified by
GDA includes two in
Indirapuram and one each in
Vaishali and Kaushambi and

it can accommodate over
1,000 vendors,” said Hira

Lal Singh, executive
engineer, GDA. An 800 sqm
of land near Shanti Gopal
Hospital in Ahimsa Khand,
another 700 sqm of land near
sewage treatment plant
(STP), 3,700 sqm of land
near Big Bazar in
Kaushambi and 4,000 sqm of
land in Vaishali Sector 4 has
been allocated as vending
zones.

by her side, clutching at her
mother’s dupatta and tying
and untying knots with it. The
experience had obviously
affected her young mind but
physically, at least, there
were only minor bruises on
her back and legs. “I tried to
pull her up but wasn’t able to
rescue her by myself and
cried out for help. Pankaj, a
Capetown resident who was
at the spot, came to my
rescue and he almost went
inside the manhole and pulled
Sirisha by her hands,” Sukriti
said. The sewage level in the
manhole was about two feet
from the surface. Like
Sukriti, Pankaj Kukreti was

also waiting for the school
bus. “I heard a scream and
saw a woman leaning into the
manhole. I ran and found her
holding a child’s hand. I
grabbed hold of the child’s
other hand and we managed
to pull her out,” Kukreti said.
He said the manhole, which
was sealed after this incident,
was open for the last 3-4
months. Later in the day, a
case was filed under Section
336 of IPC (endangering life
or personal safety of others)
at the Sector 49 police station
against Noida Authority, the
security agency of Capetown
and Supertech, the developer
of Capetown.

Greater Noida residents complain
about illegal kiosks, shops

Greater Noida: A section of
Greater Noida residents has
complained that encroachers
have been occupying space
along the roads, affecting the
“clean city” image. The
residents also complained
about unclean parks and
kiosks and makeshift shops
that have come up illegally.
“We have registered
complaints with the Greater
Noida authority on the
rampant encroachmentalong
the pavements by shops,
kiosks etc. It is there on every
crossing and road of
residential sectors and
commercial areas. Slowly, the
whole city will be taken over

by these pavement dwellers,
who put up shops wherever
they like and without following
any rules. GNIDA officials do
not want to step out of their
offices and take action.
Whenever there are any
proceedings, somehow the
information is leaked to the
wayside sellers who withdraw
from the area for a while, only
to reappear again,” said
Harinder Bhati, a resident of
Beta 1 in Greater Noida.

100 shanties gutted as cyhnder blast trlggers fire in Indirapuram’s Kanawani

GHAZIABAD: A major fire
triggered by an LPG cylinder
blast erupted in Kanawani
village in Indiapuram on
Tuesday morning which gutted
more than 100 shanties.
Fortunately, barring minor burn
injuries to few, no casualties
were reported. However, the
fire had displaced about 250
people many of them being
migrants labourers from West
Bengal. “Ataround 10.30am,
I heard a loud explosion and
rushed out to see a shanty on
fire and due to explosion
caused by the cylinder blast,
the fire rapidly started
spreading,” said Aslam who
works in a paint factory. “I
quickly alerted others and took

away my elderly parents away
as I knew that it would soon

engulf my house too,” added
Aslam. Another inhabitant
Chaya who works as a maid
in neighbouring societies had
gone to work while her two
children, aged 8 and 12 years,
were in the shanty along with
their father when the fire
broke out.
working in a society when in
was informed that fire has

“l was busy

broken out in my locality and I

rushed,” said Chaya. “A thick
smoke was billowing which
could be seen from quite a
distance. I heard back-to-back
explosions and my heart sank
as I became worried about the
safety of my family,” added
Chaya. When she reached the
spot, people were running
helter-skelter, but there was no
sign of her children. “I kept on
asking about the whereabouts
of my family, but none had any
idea. I tried to reach my house
which was on fire but
couldn’t,” said Chaya. It was
after frantically searching for
her family that she located
them. “All my belongings have
been gutted, I also lost my
saving of Rs 25,000 in the

fire,” added Chaya. An elderly
man Shiv Charan suffered burn
injuries in his back and hand
while trying to escape the
inferno. “My father who is old
and infirm was asleep in his
shanty when fire broke out.
He suffered burn injuries in his
back and hand and had to be
rushed to hospital,” said
Mithun, Shiv Charan’s son.
There were half dozen cases
of people suffering burn
injuries. Aslam, who also lost
everything in fire, says “fire
tenders reached at least 45
minutes late and by that time
everything was gutted.”” Sunil
Kumar, chief fire officer, has
refuted the charge that fire
tenders reached late.
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3 killed, 5 hurt in road Noida: Residents, security guards

accident in Gha21abad

GHAZIABAD:  Three
persons, including two woman
and a four-year-old kid, died
while five of their relatives
were injured in aroad accident
on Saturday afternoon in
Muradnagar area. The
deceased have been identified
as Anjum (40), Rizwana (20)
and Jumera (5) while the
injured are Danish, Mehboob
Ansari, Aas Muhammad,
Shabbu and a four-year-old
boy Rizwan. According to
police, the accident took place
around 1pm on Rawali road
near Kakara Bridge after the
sedan car in which the victims
were traveling hit a tree and

Noida : Stolen car
abandoned on road
after police chase

Noida: Three armed men
allegedly robbed a man of his
Toyota Corolla on Friday night
in Chijarsi village. However,
the men abandoned the car
near Shani Mandirand fled as
the police gave them a chase.
According to the owner of the
car, Danish, a resident of
Chijarsi village, he was on his
way from Noida to Ghazibad
for some work when the three
men signalled him to stop.
“The accused Arjun Bhati,
Adesh Kumar and a third
accomplice, signalled him to
stop the car. When Danish
applied the brakes, the
criminals pointed a gun at him
and snatched the car,” said an
officer.

then fell into a nearby ditch.
Muradnagar SHO Ranveer
Singh said the vehicle was
speeding and the driver lost
control and hit the tree. All the
occupants of the car were
taken out by locals and rushed
to three different hospitals for
treatment by the police. Three
of them were pronounced
dead while the remaining are
critical.

booked for thrashmg stray dog to death

NOIDA: Four residents and
security guards deployed at a
high-rise society in Noida
Sector 74 have been booked for
allegedly thrashing a dog to
death. Police lodged a case
after a complaint was filed by
People For Animals activist
Pragati Khanna, a resident of
Mayur Vihar. Khanna said that
the Supertech Capetown
residents and security guards
mercilessly thrashed a
recently-sterilised dog to death.
“We received information and
rushed to the spot on Friday
evening. We took the dog to a
veterinary hospital. The
examination revealed that it had

WHY KILL ME?
received multiple fractures in
the spine and died,” Khanna
said. A post-mortem was also
conducted and the report
showed the death was caused
due to internal bleeding through
visceral organs. The death was
caused around 12-hours before
the canine was taken to the
hospital. Khanna said that the
brutal beating was against the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animal
Act and also it was a criminal

Noida schools force parents to buy non-NCERT books

NOIDA: Parents are
aggrieved with some Noida
schoolsaffiliated with the
CBSE, which are not
following NCERT books
above class VI and “forcing”
parents to buy books
belonging to private publishers
like Longman, Pearson and
Utkarsh, etc. Parents have
alleged that the schools are
not prescribing the cheaper
NCERT books to the parents
while the other books of
private publishers are all
expensive. One Noida school
has also prescribed only Bata/
Adidas shoes for the students
by issuing a circular, parents
have alleged. Parents of
students studying in the
Billabong High International

Murder accused on the run
for 4 years nabbed in Noida

NOIDA: A 35-year-old man
wanted in cases of murder and
attempt to murder was
arrested on Wednesday since
being on the run for the past
four years. The accused, Lalit,
hails from Sambhal and carried
areward of Rs 25,000 on his
head since committing the
crimes in November 2014. Anil
Pratap Singh, SHO, Sector 58
police station, said Lalit worked
with a gang that stole goods
and valuables at gunpoint. He
said that in November 2014,
Lalit, his sister Geeta, her
husband Pan Singh and

another accomplice Sanjay had
conducted a robbery at a
grocery shop in Basai village
at night. Shopkeeper Pankaj,
who lived in an adjacent house,
had woken up because of the
sound of the lock being broken
and put up a fight against the
gang. The robbers opened fire
and shot him dead, the police
said. Pankaj's father Jai Karan
rushed to the spot for his son's
rescue and he, too, was
critically wounded after being
hit with a bullet. The gang of
robbers had then escaped with
stolen goods and cash.

School, Sector 34 have said
that the list of books handed
over to them before
admission to the new class
consists of mostly non-
NCERT books. The parent of
a class VII child said on
condition of anonymity that
the school has prescribed
many non-NCERT books
even for the main subjects like
English, Hindi, Maths and
Science, etc. The prescription
in possession with TBC
prescribes Utkarsh Hindi
Pathshala, Active Teach
Universal Mathematics,
Active Teach Science,
Longman Vista’s 7 Social
Science along with many
practical kits and books which
will be given to the student later

Constable held for
selling seized liquor in
Greater Noida village

NOIDA: A 35-year-old
constable was arrested for
illegally selling seized liquor in
Rabupura area of Greater
Noida on Friday. The accused
has been identified as
Ashwani Kumar, attached to
a local police station. Two
days ago, the police had
seized a car and recovered a
few cartons of illegal
liquorfrom an accused. The
accused was produced in
court and sent to judicial
custody. The seized liquor
was kept in a store room in
the police station.

during the session. “These
books cost almost five times
more than the NCERT books.
When the school is affiliated
to CBSE, it should subscribe
only to the NCERT books.
Further, there are many books
for which the vendor inside the
school has asked to pay for
beforehand even as they will
be given to the student
sometime in the session. When
I asked the vendor why [ was
being asked to pay before, he
said that the same is
compulsory,” the parent said.
She said that she has paid Rs
8760 for the entire set of books
out of which Rs 3500 was
charged for booklets including
practical kits which are yet to
be given.

offence. The complainant
named four residents — Aditya
Khanna, Shyam Shankar,
Anirudh Tiwari, and Nishant
Dubey, and some security
guards in the FIR. Police said
primary investigation revealed
that the society residents were
angry as a stray dog had
attacked a child last week.
Pankaj Pant, SHO Sector 39
police station, said that a case
under Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act 1960 and Section
429 (mischiefby killing/maiming
cattle) and Section 12 —B
(criminal conspiracy) of IPC
has been registered against the
accused.

Governor Ram Naik
wants plays on Shivaji
to be staged in Noida

NOIDA: Uttar Pradesh
governor Ram Naik said on
Thursday that the work of
Marathi playwright Babasaheb
Purandare, ‘Raja Shiv
Chhatrapati’ should be staged in
Noida, Lucknow and Varanasi.
The governor was speaking at
a function to celebrate the works
of 96-year-old Purandare at
Indira Gandhi Kala Kendra,
Sector 6 on Thursday. The
function was organised by
members of RWA federation
and Motherland International
Foundation. Purandare's noted
biography of Shivaji, the 17th
century founder of Maratha
empire, in Marathi, was later
converted to a drama/play titled
Raja Shiv Chatrapati.

Ghaziabad: Man rapes 8-
year-old girl, beaten to death

GHAZIABAD: An eight-
year-old girl was allegedly
raped by her neighbour,
following which the man was
beaten to death by locals and
her family members at Loni
here, police said on Saturday.
Last night, the man, identified
as Jitendra, had taken the girl
to a religious function. But
instead of dropping her back
home, he took her to his shanty
and raped her, SSP Ghaziabad
Vaibhav Krishna said. The
incident occurred around mid-
night. Jitendra had also
threatened the girl with dire

consequences if she reported
the matter, he said. However,
early on Saturday when she
told her family about the
incident, they along with some
locals caught Jitendra, the
officer said. He was tied to a
tree and thrashed by locals and
family members. Jitendra was
found seriously injured on road
here around 1am, he said.
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