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Editorial

Violence in Haryana

Haryna's Mewat region, which is dominated by Muslims,
witnessed widespread violence on Monday when the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad had organised a Brij Mandal
Jalabhishek Yatra. Then the yatra was stopped by a group of
men near Nuh’'s Khedla Mod and stones were thrown at the
procession. Shortly afterwards, cars were also set on fire.
There were reports that the violence broke out after
rumours spread of Monu Manesar joining the yatra. Manesar
is a cow vigilante who was booked for the murder of two
Muslim men whose charred bodies were found in Bhiwani

districtin February.

However, Monu Manesar claimed thathe did not participate
in the yatra on the VHP's advice as the group feared that his
presence would create tension. Haryana's Nuh-Mewat
region has turned out to be a hotbed for fundamentalist
Muslims. In recent times, a number of communal clashes
reported from the region. At least five persons were killed
in the violence on Monday. Several policemen were injured
and two home-guards. Hodal Deputy Superintendent of
Police Sajjan Singh was shot in the head while an inspector
suffered bulletinjury to his stomach.

the Haryana administration continued
'bulldozer action' and razed down several establishments in
Tauru, about 20 km from violence-hit Nuh on Saturday. The
authorities confirmed that residents of these
establishments were those involved in the July 31 riots in

Meanwhile,

the area.

[llegal encroachmentby illegal immigrants was razed in the
area on Friday too. Structures and shanties near Nuh's SKM
Government Medical College were demolished earlier on
Saturday. The authorities earlier also bulldozed illegal
encroachments right in front of the hospital on the way to

Nalhar temple.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

"illegal”

Long term development
plan for blocks in UP

Lucknow. UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath chaired a
review meeting of the
Planning Department last
week, underscoring the need
for multidimensional and
long-term development in
the regions of Bundelkhand
and Purvanchal.

The CM emphasized
conducting research studies
to explore the immense
development possibilities in
these areas stressing the
importance of planned and
coordinated efforts to
achieve sustainable growth.

During the meeting, Chief
Minister Adityanath - the
state's commendable efforts
in aspirational districts, with
six districts from Uttar
Pradesh ranking among the
top 10 nationwide.

He praised the progress
made in the Aspirational
District Program, which aims
to foster development in
identified regions and uplift
their socio-economic status.

To further encourage and
recognize the best-perfor-
ming aspirational develop-
ment blocks, Chief Minister
Adityanath announced a
reward system.

The development block
with the highest overall delta
ranking from March 2022 to
March 2023 will be rewarded
with a cash prize of Rs 2
crore.

The top-performing
development blocks in
thematicareas such as Health
and Nutrition, Education,
Agriculture and Water
Resources, Finance and Skill
Development, and Infra-
structure Development will
receive financial incentives of

Rs 60 lakh each.
Addressing the state's
economic growth, Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath
expressed satisfaction with
the continuous increase in
UP’s annual income.

The state's Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP)
rose fromRs 16,45,317 crore
in the financial year 2020-21
to Rs 19,74,532 crore in
2021-22, showing a growth
rate of nearly 20 per cent.

He further revealed that
the estimated state revenue
for the year 2022-23 stands
atRs 21.91 lakh crore, a clear
indication of Uttar Pradesh's
economic progress underthe
guidance of PM Modi.

‘Should | do aarti of criminals’

Defendinghis government's bulldozer action,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
questioned whether he would do "aarti" of
criminals who illegally grabbed government
property. He asserted that no riots or curfews
happened in the state since he took office in
2017.

Speaking on ANI Podcast with Editor
Smita Prakash, Adityanath said that
bulldozers and modern machines are
required for developing the state.

"If a huge state like Uttar Pradesh should
be developed rapidly,dowe need shovels and
spadesintoday's era? Earlier, if any work was
approved, then the mafia used to come and
grab illegal property. Previous governments
did notdare take action against the mafia," he
said. Asked why his government was
demolishing houses of criminals with
bulldozers, the Chief Minister replied,
"Should I do aarti of those who have illegally
grabbed government property? The people of
Uttar Pradesh want action against criminals
and the mafia."He also refuted allegations that
his government was solely targeting
criminals belonging to minority commu-
nities. "Let a single, innocent Muslim come
and tell me thatl am facinginjustice. And after
all, the courtis there for all of them."

Adityanath furthersaid the rule oflaw was
equal to everyone, irrespective of religion and
security should be guaranteed to the people
ofthe state. with Vande Mataram, Adityanath
said that the country will be run as per the
Constitution and not dictated by any religion
or opinion.

"Your religion and your opinion will be in
your own way, in your own houses, in your

places of worship and not creating ruckus
publicly onroads.If someone has tolive in this
country, then they have to hold the nation
above anything else, not their religion or
opinion. Nation first," he said.

Responding to a question on criticism of
his Hindutvaimage, Adityanath asserted that
noriots and curfews had beenimposedin the
pastsixyearssince the BJP government came
to power in the state. The Chief Minister
compared the situation of his state when
panchayat polls and Assembly elections were
held without any untoward incidents with
that of West Bengal, where massive violence
rocked the rural polls last month.

"Trinamool Congress (TMC) wants to
make the country West Bengal. We all saw
what the situation was there. Opposition
party workers were killed there. How could
they have functioned there due to the
violence," he said.

Adityanath said every individual has the
democratic right to contest the polls. He
stated that if an opponent candidate has the
potential and capability of winning an
election, he or she should deserve to win.

Plan To Develop Rlvers

As per seventh schedule of
constitution of India (Article
246), ‘Water’ is a State
subject, and it is the respon-
sibility of the State/UTs to
ensure the development of
rivers within their jurisdi-
ction. This Ministry supple-
ments the efforts of State
Governments on cost-sha-
ring basis through various

schemes.

The Modi Government
haslaunched Namami Gange
Programme (NGP) and
National River Conservation
Plan (NRCP) forrejuvenation
of river Ganga and its
tributaries, and other rivers
including rainfed rivers. NGP
provides support to States in
river Ganga basin, namely,
Bihar, Chattisgarh, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jhar-
khand, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal
and the National Capital
Territory of Delhi. Under NGP,
diverse set of coordinated
activities towards treatment
of municipal sewage, treat-
ment of industrial effluent,
drain bio-remediation, river
surface cleaning, rural sani-
tation, river front develo-
pment, ghats and crematoria

development, afforestation
and biodiversity conser-
vation, public outreach prog-
ramme, etc have been under-

taken. NRCP  provides
coverage to remaining States
on cost-sharing basis bet-
ween Central and State/

Union Territories for plan-
tation along rivers, improve-
ment of ghats, setting up of
improved crematoria as well
as development of sewerage
infrastructure.

The Ministry of Rural
Developmentin consultation
and agreement with the
Department of Water Re-
sources, RD & GR and the
Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers'  Welfare  has
developed an actionable
framework for Natural
Resources Management
(NRM), titled 'Mission Water
Conservation" to ensure
gainful utilization of funds.

The framework strives to
ensure synergiesin Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS),
Pradhan Mantri  Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY),
erstwhile integrated Water-
shed Management Prog-
ramme (IWMP) now PMKSY
Watershed  Development
Component and Command
Area Development & Water
Management  (CADWM),
given their common
objectives. Types of common
works undertaken under
these programmes/ schemes
are water conservation and
management, water har-
vesting, soil and moisture
conservation, groundwater
recharge, flood protection,
embankments, land deve-
lopment, Command Area
Development & Water-shed
Management.
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