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Editorial
Floods and foes: On Pakistan
floods and Indian response

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's message, in a tweet on

Monday evening, expressing condolences to the victims of the
flooding in Pakistan, is a welcome gesture, especially after
weeks of silence over what has been one of the worst natural
disasters in the neighbourhood in recent times. More than
1,100 people have died, and over 33 million people have been
affected, as officials say one-third of the country is under wa-
ter, and estimate about $10 billion in damage to homes, roads
and infrastructure. The floods have also affected standing
crops, and as the waters recede, fears of disease as well as food
shortages are expected to rise. In addition, the worry that the
devastating floods have been caused due to climate change is a
worry for all of South Asia, one of the world’s regions most
vulnerable to global warming. On Tuesday, UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres launched a global appeal for aid to
Pakistan, that he said had been hit by a “monsoon on steroids”,
indicating unnatural climate patterns. Countries such as the
UK., the U.S,, China, the UAE, Qatar and Turkey have already
dispatched aid to Pakistan, and many others have promised
help, while the IMF announced a $1.1 billion bailout tranche on
Tuesday, as part of ongoing negotiations with the country that
is already steeped in an economic crisis. Given that the crisis
will only deepen at this point, Pakistan Finance Minister
Miftah Ismail also said on Monday that he may propose lifting
the trade ban imposed on India after the Jammu-Kashmir reor-
ganisation in 2019, so as to import Indian vegetables and es-
sential commodities. Thus far, Islamabad has only made excep-
tions for pharmaceutical imports from India during the

COVID-19 pandemic,
Afghanistan.

and India’'s humanitarian aid to

(Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)

Asia Cup 2022: All-round Hardik Pandya Stars
in India's Thrilling 5-wicket Win Over Pakistan

All-round Hardik Pandya guid-
ed India to a sensational 5-wicket
win a nail-biting finisher against
arch-rivals Pakistan on Sunday at
Dubai Cricket
Stadium. In a thrilling contest,

International

Pandya stitched a crucial 52-run
stand with Ravindra Jadeja for the
fifth wicket to get the job done.
Jadeja scored 35 runs off 28 balls.
While Pandya finished it off with
a six and remained unbeaten on
33 off 17 balls as India chased
down the 148-run target with 2
balls to spare.

India needed 41 runs from the
last four overs as Jadeja and
Pandya unleashed themselves on
the Pakistan bowlers who were
struggling with cramps. Pandya
smacked three fours in the penul-
timate over to make things easy
for India in the final over.
However, Jadeja was dismissed on
the first ball of the over which
shifted the momentum a bit but
Pandya got the job done with a
maximum. He scored 4 fours and
a six during his match-winning
knock. Earlier, the all-rounder

'T've said this multiple times... Babar
shouldn't open': Akhtar furious at

Hardik Pandya shone with
bat and ball as the all-rounder
powered India to a thrilling
five-wicket win over Pakistan
in the T20 Asia Cup on
Sunday. Chasing 148 for the
win, Pandya remained un-
beaten on 33 as India achieved
the target with two balls to
spare in Dubai. He also
starred with the ball to return
3-25,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar hit the

figures of while
right note to take a four-fer.
The pair shared seven wick-
ets to bowl out Pakistan for
147.
tone as he dismissed opposi-

Bhuvneshwar set the

tion captain Babar Azam for
10 in the second over and
of 4-26.
Pandya then scythed through

recorded figures

the middle order and also re-
moved top-scorer Mohammad
Rizwan, who had hit 43 off 42

Pakistan's approach in Asia Cup tie vs India

-
|

balls.
again in the penultimate over

Bhuvneshwar struck

but was denied a hat-trick by
No.
who chipped in with a crucial
6-ball 16. Pandya, who in-
duced Pakistan batters into

11 Shahnawaz Dahani,

making mistakes, earned the
man-of-the-match award for
his 3-25 with the ball and 33 *
off 17 deliveries.

Former Pakistan speedster
Shoaib Akhar has questioned
Pakistan's sluggish batting
approach in the 20-over con-
test. He underlined the num-
ber of dot balls in powerplay
and said Babar should be com-
ing in at the No. 3 spot instead
of opening the innings. If
Rizwan will play run-a-ball
then obviously what will hap-
pen ? 19 dot balls in the first 6
overs. If you will play so
many dot balls then you will

face problems,Akhtar said on
his YouTube channel. It was
bad selection by both captains.
Both tried to pick wrong
teams. They (India ) dropped
Rishabh Pant and we
(Pakistan) added Iftikhar
Ahmed at number four. No
disrespect to Iftikhar or any-
body but I have said this mul-
Babar
shouldn't open. Instead, he

tiple times Azam
should come one down and
anchor the innings till the
end, he added.

Former Pakistan skipper
Salman Butt also criticised
Babar and co. for struggling
against Pandya, who used
short deliveries to good ef-
fect. He asked the team to
work on its inability to play
short-pitched bowling before
this year's World T20 in

Australia.

also performed well with the ball
and claimed three wickets.
Chasing the 148-run target, India
lost their star opener KL Rahul on a
golden duck on the second ball of
the innings as young Naseem Shah
was too good for him in his debut
match. Virat Kohli, who came out
to bat at number 3, looked a bit
rusty and was dropped on a duck on
the second ball he faced as Fakhar
Zaman on the second slip failed to
collect the ball cleanly. However, af-
ter a tricky start, Kohli got his
groove back and put pressure on
the Pakistan bowlers with some
quality shots. On the other side,
Indian skipper Rohit Sharma had a
rough day with the bat as he scored

just 12 runs and took 18 balls. He
tried to play big shots but missed
the timing and eventually got dis-
missed by Mohammad Nawaz in
the attempt to hit a six. The left-arm
spinner also dismissed Kohli in
quick succession to hurt India.
Kohli scored 35 runs off 34 balls in
his comeback game as it was laced
with three fours and a six.India’s
top-ranked T20I batter
Suryakumar Yadav also had an off-
day with the bat as he was dis-
missed on 18 by Shah who rattled hi
stumps with a full-length delivery.
Surya didn't look at his usual best
during his run-a-ball innings as the
pressure was mounting on him to
score a big shot.

ATK Mohun Bagan Beat Emami
East Bengal 1-0, Knock Kolkata
Derby Rivals Out of Durand Cup

the tickets were sold out online
within the hour. Fans camped
overnight outside the club tents
for physical tickets when they
were available. The streets leading
up to the Salt Lake stadium were
filling with hues of red, yellow
and green. Football had come
home in India.

It was a contest from the word
go as Hugo Boumous and Ivan
Gonzalez clashed with the former
coming off worse of the two. Alex
Lima too in the minute that fol-
lowed, let Liston Colaco know that
it is a derby. Ashique Kurunian
managed to surpass the press
once he got the ball on the left to
dibble past a few and get a shot off
in the 16th minute but his effort
was wide.

Four minutes of pressure meant
Asish Rai and Boumous managed
to get in behind the defence with a
clever one-two but the latter’s
cutback to Liston did not have the

legs to reach him and East Bengal
cleared.

Ashique had two back-to-back
moves down the left flank as the
cross was behind Liston with Ivan
clearing and then we cruised past
Charalambos Kyriacou but his
shot didn't get the desired result.

East Bengal players were con-
tent at letting their opponents
have the ball with ATK Mohun
Bagan equally keen on having
possession.

Souvik Chakrabarti's relentless
running let him overturn Asish in
an attacking position in the 34th
minute and passed it on to Ivan, as
his shot from 40 yards out
whizzed past the top right.

It was Souvik again who held up
the ball and launch a stunning
counter-attack but Eliandro Dos
Santos but he and Sumeet Passi
lost the momentum of the attack
as ATK Mohun Bagan defenders
were back in numbers.
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