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Editorial
Spirited battle: On AAP and the
Delhi excise policy

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has accused Delhi

Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and 14 others of corrup-
tion in the implementation of the Excise Policy 2021-22 in the
National Capital Territory. On Friday, the agency searched Mr.
Sisodia’s house and also multiple locations in the country. Mr.
Sisodia has said he expects the agency to arrest him soon. On
July 21, Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena had recom-
mended a CBI probe after the Chief Secretary of the Delhi gov-
ernment submitted a report alleging “ulterior motive of mone-
tary gains” on the part of the accused in the implementation of
the new policy, which the Delhi government then withdrew.
The controversial policy which was rolled out on November 17,
2021 had privatised and liberalised the liquor trade, with the
Aam Aadmi Party government projecting a revenue increase of
9,500 crore. The report has accused Mr. Sisodia of “deliberate
and gross procedural lapses” to give “undue benefits to liquor
licensees” through the policy, and receiving kickbacks through
clandestine routes, which the CBI is probing. AAP has claimed
that the new policy made the liquor trade more beneficial for
the public exchequer and consumers. The merits of the case re-
main a subject matter of investigation, but hardly anyone ex-
pects the CBI to be impartial. The agency has been blatantly
misused by the BJP and the Centre to target political opponents
and States run by the Opposition. The BJP has been successful
in putting its opponents on the defensive through CBI and ED
investigations on a regular basis. The irony in this instance is
that AAP has been a votary of strong central laws and central
institutions to combat corruption, having transformed itself
into a political party after beginning as an anti-corruption

campaign platform. (Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)
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With no Bumrah India bowling attack becomes
weak, but with no Shaheen Afridi Pakistan

Like India, Pakistan too lost
their star pacer to an injury ahead
of the impending Asia Cup 2022
tournament in the UAE. On
Saturday, Shaheen Afridi was
ruled out of the entire tournament
owing to a knee injury he had suf-
fered during the Test match
against Sri Lanka. India too had
earlier lost Jasprit Bumrah owing
to injury. Following the big news
for Pakistan, former fast bowler
Aaqib Javed made a big statement
comparing the situations and the
impact of these players on their
respective teams.

Speaking to Paktv.tv, Javed re-
iterated Pakistan legend Wagqar
Younis' words, opining that
Shaheen's injury will come as a
huge relief to the Indian team ow-
ing to his ability with new ball.
The World Cup-winning pacer
explained that with India having
such a strong batting line-up, get-
ting early wickets with the new
ball will be the key with Shaheen
had shown in 2021 T20 World Cup
meeting while Mohammed Amir
had shown in the 2017 Champions
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Trophy final. “Tt is a huge set-
back for Pakistan. Because the

way he bowls, even in T20 cricket,

batters are left in a dilemma on
whether they save themselves
from an lbw or from betting
bowled out. So there is a huge
pressure on batters when Shaheen
bowls. You need to good with the
new ball, especially against India
given how their middle-order bat-
ting line-up is, it will be difficult
for Pakistan. The last two times
Pakistan beat India - in
Champions Trophy (2017 final )
and last World Cup (2021 T20
WC), the pattern was similar -
left-arm pacer puts the early pres-

sure. So India will be very re-
lieved. Nobody wants to face
Shaheen with the new ball,” he
said. The veteran cricketer then
weighed in on the situation com-
paring a Bumrah-less India and
Shaheen-less Pakistan, saying
that the latter depends a lot more
on the fast bowler than India does
on Bumrah, despite the side's
bowling attack looking weak.
“With Bumrah no there Indian
bowling attack has become weak.
There is no Shami either. But the
role Shaheen has in Pakistan
bowling attack it shows that the
team depend on him more than
India depend on Bumrah,” he said.

Durand Cup | Mohammedan

A7 At

Mohammedan Sporting sailed
past a youthful Jamshedpur FC
side 3-0 in a Group A league
match to pick up its second succes-
sive win of the 131st edition of the
Durand Cup, at Kishore Bharati
Stadium on Sunday. Powered By
M. Faslurahman, Abhishek Halder
and Sheikh Faiaz found the target
once each to help Mohammedan
Sporting collect the full quota of
points. The local side tallied six
points to reach top of the current
group standings and remained one
of the favourites sides to claim a
quarterfinal berth. Mohammedan
Sporting dictated the pace of the
action in the opening half and
earned the goal off a corner in the
38th minute. Sheik Faiaz set a nice
floater in the box that was met
with a sharp header from the tall
defender Sairuatkima.
Jamshedpur goalkeeper Mohit
Dhami managed to block the at-
tempt but Faslurahman was lurk-
ing close by to nod the rebound
home. The young Jamshedpur side

Sporting sails past Jamshedpur FC

s —

made a determined bid to find the
equalizer and came close in the
42nd minute when Vinil Poojary
set up Lalruatmawia free inside
the Mohammedan Sporting box.
But the Jamshedpur forward
failed to keep his shot on target
and found the ball rebounding off
the
Sporting came up with a greater

upright. Mohammedan
resolve after the break and ap-
peared to overwhelm the inexperi-
enced boys of Jamshedpur FC's
reserve team. Mohammedan
Sporting doubled the lead in the
71st minute when substitute
Abhishek Halder scored from a
nice chip completely fooling Mohit
Dhami, who was charging out to
block the attempt. Faiaz took the
match beyond the visitor’s reach
in the 74th when he slotted home a
nice through pass from Marcus
Joseph to complete the scoring
process. Mohammedan Sporting 3
(M. Faslurahman 38, Abhishek
Halder 71, Sheikh Faiaz 74) bt
Jamshedpur FC 0.
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