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Editorial

Conviction and repression: On
Yasin Malik and separatism

After pleading guilty to all charges related to a terror fund-
ing case, including those under the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), it was inevitable that
separatist leader Yasin Malik, chairman of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front, would be sentenced to life impris-
onment as he was by an NIA court. Malik’s chequered past in-
cludes serious charges of being involved in the killing of
Indian Air Force officers in 1990. It is another matter if Malik,
who claims to have abjured violence and has been part of sev-
eral parleys with the Indian government in peace talks since
the mid-1990s, was pleading guilty to all charges in order to
make a political statement and to inflame passions to get sup-
port for the flagging separatist leadership in the Kashmir
Valley. Nevertheless, with the Union Government adopting a
hard line since 2019 in dealing with the separatist movement,
it was a foregone conclusion that the charges against Malik
would have been doggedly pursued. Among the separatists, the
JKLF remains an outfit committed to the independence of
Kashmir, including parts of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, plac-
ing it on a confrontationist course with the Indian govern-
ment, notwithstanding Malik’s claims of giving up violence as
a means. The initial reaction in the Valley to Malik's convic-
tion was an uptick in violence and protests even as security
clampdowns were put in place to prevent any further upsurge.
Malik's arrest and conviction, the ongoing house arrest of
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and the death of hardliner Syed Ali
Shah Geelani suggest that the political face of separatism has

been neutralised in the valley. (Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)

'He was the biggest surprise': Sanjay
Manjrekar hails GT star batter for

his outstanding IPL 2022

cricketer
Sanjay Manjrekar  hailed
Gujarat Titans (GT ) middle or-
der batter David Miller, for his
outstanding performances in
the 2022 season of the Indian
Premier League that played a

Former Indian

big role in the Titans' success
this season. The 32-year-old
was signed for Rs 3 crore in the
2022 mega auctions and he
overcame the demons of the
past this time to dominate the
season with the bat and scored
481 runs in 16 matches at an av-
erage of 68.71 and a strike rate
of 142.72.

He finished as the sixth high-
est run getter of the tournament
and remained not out on nine
occasions out of the 16 times he
came out to bat. Miller, who has
captained Punjab Kings in the
past and has played for
Rajasthan Royals (RR) as well,
anchored the run chase in the
first qualifier against his for-

How Hardik Pandya's Gujarat
Titans celebrated maiden title
triumph in Ahmedabad roadshow

Fresh from outclassing for-
mer champions Rajasthan
Royals (RR) in the final of the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
2022, Hardik Pandya's Gujarat
Titans (GT) celebrated their
maiden title triumph in
Ahmedabad. The
crowned champions of IPL

newly

2022 announced the arrival of
the elusive trophy in Gujarat

with a spectacular roadshow
in the state capital. A day after
defeating the Sanju Samson-
led RR side in their home

ground, the Gujarat Titans
franchise held a roadshow at
the Sabarmati Riverfront in
Ahmedabad on Monday.

New entrants Gujarat Titans
registered a comfortable win
over Rajasthan Royals in the
summit clash of the recently
concluded IPL 2022 at the fa-
mous Narendra Modi Stadium.
Following the epoch-making
win at the grandest stage,
Pandya's Gujarat Titans re-
ceived a heroes' welcome in
Ahmedabad.

“This title is going to be a
special one because we talked
about creating a legacy. The
coming generations will talk
about it,” GT skipper Hardik

secured their maiden IPL
crown with a win over 2008
winners Rajasthan on Sunday.

Thousands of fans saluted
the members of the Gujarat
Titans franchise who took out
a victory parade on the open-
top bus in Ahmedabad yester-
day. Franchise players includ-
ing the likes of GT skipper
Pandya, opener Shubman Gill
and Rashid Khan gave fans a
glimpse of the memorable

roadshow conducted in
Ahmedabad. TWe couldn’t
have won this

#SeasonOfFirsts without you,
#TitansFAM. We can’t thank
the city police enough for en-
suring our road show was a

roaring success! Love and

wishes, #AavaDe,X the Gujarat
Titans captioned their post
about the roadshow on
Monday.

Table-toppers in the league
phase of IPL 2022, Pandya-led
defeated

Rajasthan Royals by 7 wickets

Gujarat Titans
to seal their maiden title.
Hardik
Pandya was named the Player
of the Match for his all-round
show in the low-scoring con-

Gujarat skipper

test. Pandya bagged three cru-
cial wickets and played a
match-changing knock of 34
off 30 balls in the IPL 2022 fi-
nal. Orange Cap winner Jos
Butter was named the Player
of the Series.

mer team, and then on the big
night of the final, he did the
same again to win the trophy.

Impressed by the South African
internationals' heroics this year
for the Ahmedabad-based side,
Manjrekar named him as one of
the top performers of the IPL
2022 campaign.

Speaking on the
ESPNcricinfo show, the 56-
year-old said that the left-
handed batter had failed to
make an impact in the IPL in

Seaso

recent years, but he turned
things around this season with
his stint with GT. He praised
Miller for delivering in crunch
situations and also added that
this was Miller's best IPL sea-
son ever.

David Miller was the biggest
surprise. Apart from his first
couple of years, all the other
seasons have proved to be a
failure for him. He suddenly
stepped up while playing for a
new franchise this year.

UEFA Champions League: French
sports minister blames Liverpool over

France's sports minister on

Monday blamed Liverpool over
the chaos that marked its
Champions League final
against Real Madrid in Paris,
while expressing regret that
tear gas had been used against
some supporters. The French
government has faced a bar-
rage of criticism from press
and politicians in the UK over
police handling of the match on
Saturday, which saw thousands
of Liverpool fans with tickets
struggling to enter.

But French Sports Minister
Amelie Oudea-Castera told
RTL radio that Liverpool, in
contrast to Real Madrid, had
failed to properly organise the
supporters who came to Paris.
TLiverpool left its supporters
on the loose, this is a major dif-
ference, she said. The minister
added that there had been
30,000-40,000 Liverpool fans
with fake tickets or without
tickets outside the Stade de
France. We need to see where

these fake tickets came from...
and how they were produced in
such large numbers,? she said.
She said Tthat the most regret-
table aspect of what happened?
was that tear gas was used
against families and children
who came to watch the final.
Oudea-Castera  will later
Monday chair a meeting of
French security and football
officials, as well as representa-
tives of European football's
governing body UEFA.

Gerald

Darmanin and Paris police

Interior Minister
chief Didier Lallement will be
in attendance. She insisted that
France was capable of hosting
major sporting events as Paris
prepares to hold the Olympics
in 2024 as well as the final of
the rugby World Cup in 2023. 1
am not worried, I am very com-
mitted that we learn absolutely
all the lessons from what hap-
pened on Saturday evening to
improve everything ahead of
these major events, she said.
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