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Editorial
With Gotabaya quitting, new
leadership should heed people’s
aspirations in Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has resigned at last,
but not before keeping the country guessing for two days. In a
not-unexpected turn of events, the beleaguered executive head of
Sri Lanka fled by an Air Force plane, reached the Maldives and
thereafter went to Singapore, presumably on his way to another
country. Evidently hedging against the possibility of being
turned back by any of these countries, he did not submit his res-
ignation on July 13 as promised. As he sent in his resignation
Thursday evening, it was clear he was holding out so that he
would not lose his presidential immunity from prosecution until
he reached safe haven. Given the widespread wrath against him,
being in Colombo without the shield of office was not an option
for him. Instead, he appointed Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe to discharge the President’s functions in his
absence, using a provision in the Constitution which allows such
an arrangement if the incumbent has to leave the country or is
otherwise unable to perform his duties. Mr. Wickremesinghe is
now unlikely to respond to calls for his resignation, as the coun-
try’s Constitution provides that the current Prime Minister shall
act as President until a new one is elected. While the legislature
is to be convened soon for formally electing a new President,
there are questions over whether the mass uprising will abate, as
its protagonists have been asking for Mr. Wickremesinghe's res-
ignation too, seeing him as equally discredited. It is perhaps in
anticipation of an intensification of the protest that Mr.
Wickremesinghe has asked the military to do whatever is needed
to restore order. But order is not born of bloodshed; confronta-
tion must be avoided, and efforts made to heed the demands of

the people. (Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)
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Hardik Pandya happy to fill 'big
shoes' of Jasprit Bumrah in series
decider against England

The third and final ODI of the
three-match series between India
and England was played in
Manchester on Sunday (July 17).
In the series-deciding contest,
India were without the services of
star pacer Jasprit Bumrah. The
28-year-old, who registered his
career-best figures of 6 for 19 in
7.2 overs in the first ODI, was the
leading wicket-taker in the series
and his absence was a big setback
to the Men in Blue.

But as the game started, his ab-
sence was never felt as first his
replacement, Mohammed Siraj,
rose to the occasion and got rid of
Jonny Bairstow and Joe Root in
the second over of England’s in-
nings itself, and then later,
Hardik Pandya joined the party to
dismiss Jason Roy, Ben Stokes,
Liam Livingstone and Jos Buttler
to keep the hosts under check.

Pandya registered his best
bowling figures of 4 for 24 in
ODI matches and then starred
with the bat as well, making a
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55-ball 71. For his outstanding
performance with the bat and
ball in the entire series, the
Baroda-based all-rounder won
the Player of the Series award.
Speaking to reporters after
India’s win, the star cricketer
said that he was glad to help fill
the very big shoes of Bumrah.
It's always special to contribute
in all departments, Hardik said.
We knew Jasprit was not going
to play this game. He was telling
me that I might have to bowl a
couple of overs at the death, I

said they are 'very big soes to
fill'. T had to step up, not at the
death, but in making sure that in
the middle overs I got the break-
throughs, the all-rounder added.

According to Hardik, coming
to England and winning a series
is more important than thinking
about what happened in the past.

England have been fantastic
throughout the last couple of
years, everyone found England
one of the best teams in the
world. To come here and per-
form

Women's EURO 2022: Sweden thrash Portugal
5-0 to reach quarter-finals; Netherlands
follow with 4-1 win over Switzerland

Sweden thrashed Portugal 5-0
to reach the quarter-finals of Euro
2022 on Sunday as holders the
Netherlands needed a flurry of

late goals to beat Switzerland 4-1
to ensure their place in the last
eight. Silver medallists at last
year's Olympics, Sweden are the
highest ranked team in the tour-
nament, but failed to hit top gear
in drawing with the Dutch and
squeezing past the Swiss 2-1 in
their
Manchester

opening two games.

City's  Filippa
Angeldal struck twice before
Carole Costa headed into her own
net in first half stoppage time.

Kosovare Asllani's penalty
made it 4-0 before Arsenal striker
Stina Blackstenius finally got on
the scoresheet after having two
earlier efforts ruled out.

Sweden will face whoever fin-
ishes second in Group D with
Belgium, Iceland and Italy all in
with a chance to finish behind
France in Monday's matches.

We were really satisfied that we
did enough to win the group. That

was something we hoped for
when we started, said
Gerhardsson. The Netherlands lie
in wait for the French in the last
eight as they had enough to get
through despite missing star
striker Vivianne Miedema for the
second consecutive game due to a
positive case of coronavirus.
We're playing a big opponent
and so are they. I don't think they
want to play us, said Netherlands
boss Mark Parsons, whose side
lost 3-1 to France in February.
The result wasn't what we wanted
(last time ), but we said that the
next time we played them, we
were confident that we would be
better. We saw opportunity. In
front of a new record crowd of
22,596 for a women's Euro group
match not involving the hosts,
Ana-Maria Crnogorcevic's own
goal put the Dutch in front in
Sheffield.Switzerland responded
almost immediately when
Geraldine Reuteler coolly finished
from Romana Bachmann's pull-
back just three minutes later. |
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