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Editorial

Meeting India’s aspirations: On
Modi’s ninth I-Day speech

Prime Minister Narendra Modi rightly described inde-
pendent India’s 75-year journey as one of “ups and downs”
in his ninth speech from the stately Red Fort on Monday.
Praising those who fought for India’s freedom, the Prime
Minister pointed to the country’s achievements even as he
acknowledged the challenges of fulfilling the pressing
needs of an ever-aspirational society, tugging at the seams
of government. National pride and self esteem were domi-
nant themes as he urged the country to rid itself of the
need to look for approval from abroad. Asking the question
about how long India could go on living on “certificates”
from abroad, the Prime Minister wondered why India could
not develop its own “markers”. Though Mr. Modi provided
no context to these remarks, his comments could indicate
his unhappiness with international criticism directed at
his government on governance and human rights’ issues.
Successive Prime Ministers have used their Independence
Day speeches as a stock-taking of their government’s
record and as an insight to what the nation might face.
With two years left for the general election, the Prime
Minister was in an expansive mood, taking up issues of
women's safety, energy self-reliance, celebrating the di-
versity of India, the need to respect all languages, and
promising an all-out war against corruption and “parivar-
vad”, or the pernicious influence of dynasty. The Prime
Minister asked the people to give him their “blessings” as
the battle against corruption enters a decisive phase where
even the big fish will not be spared. Even as he dwelt on
governance issues, Mr. Modi laced his speech with a politi-

cal appeal. (Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)
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Rohit laid back, Dhoni handled transition well, Kohli was
different': Ganguly on great India captains after he quit

BCCI
Ganguly's name is likely to be in

president Sourav
the top tier of India's most success-
ful captains. He may not have won
a World Cup but under his leader-
ship, India rose from uncertainties
and fought fire with fire against
some of the best teams in the world
even in their own backyard.
Ganguly, however, would be the
first one to admit that Indian
cricket has only moved forward
since he hung his boots and the
country has seen captains who
have not only carried the mantle
but have played a major role in
adding golden chapters to the his-
tory of Indian cricket.

Under MS Dhoni, India won the
inaugural edition of the T20 World
Cup in 2007, became the No.1 Test
side and went on to lift the ODI
World Cup in 2011 followed by the
Champions Trophy in 2013.
Dhoni's successor Virat Kohli was
not too far behind. He took India to
unprecedented heights in Test
cricket with their longest run at
top of the ICC Test rankings. Now
Rohit Sharma has had a wonderful
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start to his captaincy career with
back-to-back wins in white-ball
cricket. Rohit's main aim, howev-

er, will be to put an end to India's
almost decade-long wait for an
ICC event. As the Rohit-led side
gears up to defend their Asia Cup
title in UAE, Ganguly was asked to
share his thoughts on the leader-
ship style of the India opener, who
has won a record five IPL titles as
captain of the Mumbai Indians.
Rohit Sharma is obviously a bit
laid back who takes things in a
very calm and cautious way and
not someone who's into your face

all the time, Ganguly said during
the Bengal Peerless event on
"Leadership in Modern India' here.

The former captain was reply-
ing to a query on the crop of Indian
leaders since he called it quits.
Ganguly had some great words to
say for two of India's most suc-
cessful captains MS Dhoni and
Virat Kohli.

India has produced some great
captains over the years. MS Dhoni
who handled the transition fantas-
tically, and continues to bring ac-
colades not just for India but his
franchise (Chennai Super Kings ).

Health of international cricket will
safeguard health of cricket as whole’:

The rise of franchise cricket has
been heavily debated by experts,
who also believe the future of in-
ternational cricket or at least the
50-over format looks bleak. The
debate triggered with Ben Stokes
announcing his retirement from
the format, which came as a shock
to many. And weeks after Trent
Boult followed a similar route, the
difference being the Kiwi quick in-
stead asked the New Zealand
Cricket Board to release him from
his central contract.

Boult, however, will continue to
play in various league across the
globe and he was recently signed
by the MI Emirates franchise for
the inaugural edition of the
International League T20 (ILT20)
tournament, which will be played
in UAE next year. While players
are getting more inclined towards
participating in franchise cricket,
the boards have also started fol-

R Ashwin on rise in T20 leagues

]| EMTIL T LTI

lowing a similar pattern.

Cricket South Africa recently
scrapped their ODI series against
Australia in January next year to
focus entirely on their new T20
league, which will see six franchis-
es owned by IPL owners taking
part.

Sharing his thoughts on the
same, India's star spinner R
Ashwin feels the rise of franchise
cricket will have a big impact on
the international calendar. He also
cautioned the stakeholders to take
things a bit slow.

XThe future of international
cricket and its calendar is going to
be largely affected by franchise
cricket. We should take these
leagues forward carefully. The
health of international cricket will
safeguard the health of cricket as a
whole, the carrom-ball specialist
said in a video shared on his
YouTube channel.
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