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EDITORIAL

Scoring low: on lack
of power in schools

It should rank as an irony that as a founder-leader of the
International Solar Alliance, India has not yet electrified a
significant number of government schools, while extolling
the elegance and virtue of photovoltaic electricity to the
rest of the world. The lack of power in schools is taken
note of by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Human Resource Development in its latest report on
budgetary grants for school education and literacy for 2020-
21. Under the framework of concurrent powers, the Centre
operates its own schemes and sponsors several school
education programmes covering the States, notably
Samagra Shiksha and the Mid Day Meal scheme. Yet, as
the panel found from data for 2017-18, only 56.45% of
government schools had electricity and 56.98% a
playground, while almost 40% lacked a boundary wall.
There are some high-performing States, but even in
politically well-represented Uttar Pradesh, almost 70% of
schools lacked electricity. Other depressing insights from
the district information database as of end-2019, are: neglect
of'toilet construction for children with special needs, failure
to build toilets for girls in a third of secondary schools and
laboratories for higher secondary science students. The
tardy progress on such important facilities, in spite of the
projects having been sanctioned, shows the low priority
that school education is being accorded.

www.tbegzb.com

One of the first things the NDA government did at the
launch of its second term was a ‘100-day programme’ for
education, focused in part on training of schoolteachers
and opening of central schools. It should be possible to
bring the same mission-mode approach to infrastructure
now, ensuring that no school is left behind. Solar power
can be installed in schools and toilets built for all students in
100 days. Community participation can make sure that the
objectives are satisfactorily met. It may be more challenging
to find attached playgrounds, but that problem can also be
overcome by identifying suitable commons that can be
upgraded to accommodate students, while permanent
arrangements are made. More fundamentally, the Centre
and States must realise that their talk of a demographic
dividend has little meaning, when they do not provide enough
funding for proposals on the one hand and the administrative
machinery fails to utilise even the amount allocated in some
cases. As the parliamentary committee notes, the allocation
to the School Education and Literacy department has
suffered a cut 0f27.52%, amounting to 22,725 crore in the
Budget Estimate for 2020-21, although public expenditure
on education has been rising. The government-run school
sector needs a fund infusion. A public school system that
guarantees universal access, good learning and all facilities
has to be among the highest national priorities.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Thefts on rise? SHO suspended, another shunted

NOIDA: An SHO has been
suspended while another sent
to police lines for their failure
to curb rising cases of crime
in areas under their respective
jurisdictions, said a police
officer. While Phase III SHO
Devendra Singh was placed
under suspension by Noida
police commissioner in the
wake of multiple cases of
car-jackings, firings and loot
in his police station area, the
SHO of Sector 39 police
station Neeraj Malik has been
shunted to police lines due to
the rising number of thefts

and robberies. However, a
senior police officer informed
TBC that both these officers
were seen to be close to the
previous dispensation. “The
crime assessment of each of
the police stations was done
and a lot of cases were found
to be taking place in Phase 111
police station area. Moreover,
the shooting of a timber
merchant on Wednesday
added to the rising number of
crimes in the area,” said the
police officer. As far as the
Sector 39 police station area
is concerned, it too had been

Told to stay back in phone
plant, 200 workers quit

GREATER NOIDA: As
many as 200 construction
workers have quit their jobs
at an under-construction
manufacturing unit of Chinese
smartphone maker Oppo in
the past 24 hours, after the
company management on
Wednesday asked them not to
leave the site for the next 15
days in order to remain safe
from coronavirus. While the
company officials called the
move “a preventive measure”,
the workers claimed it
violated their human rights.
However, after police
intervention, all workers were
allowed to leave the site,
officials said on Thursday.
One of the workers,
Mukendra Singh, originally
from Jharkhand, said the
company had on Wednesday
announced that no worker will

be allowed to leave the
campus due to the scare of
coronavirus. “We immediately
staged a protest as not all of
us live inside the Oppo
campus. Some workers come
from the neighbouring villages
where they have kept their
families in rented rooms,” he
said. “The management was
illegally asking us to stay
inside the campus without
offering extra pay.” Rajesh
Kumar Singh, DCP (zone 3),
said a police team had reached
the spot on Wednesday itself
and intervened between the
management and the workers.
“It was decided mutually that
those who are not willing to
abide are allowed to go on a
15-day holiday, following
which people started leaving
and the situation was
eventually controlled.”

witnessing a rise in crime
cases, mostly of commuters
being robbed at gunpoint in
moving cars by miscreants.
Additional DCP Ranvijay
Singh said the assessment of
crimes which have taken
place in the past few months
was done and it was realised
that these police station areas
saw a lot of cases which could
not be worked out. Inspectors
Amit Singh and Shailesh
Tomar have been given the
charge of Phase III and
Sector 39 police stations,
respectively.

Want to put up
signage? Shell out
Rs 100 every month

GNOIDA: The Greater
Noida Industrial Development
Authority (GNIDA) has
announced that a minimum of
Rs 100 per month would be
charged from builders and
agencies for putting up
signage or boards. Builders
will not be able to put up
direction boards to guide
visitors in Greater Noida.
GNIDA has decided not to
allow private builders to put
up wayfinding boards
apprehensive about violation
of guidelines. Interested
builders would have to pay up
the required charges to GNIDA
and the Authority would then
get the boards installed
according to the policy’s
guidelines. Builders would be
allowed to put up hoardings
only to promote under-
construction project sites.

YEIDA land scam: Court rejects CBI plea

NOIDA: The Meerut anti-
corruption court has rejected
a plea filed by the CBI,
which had requested that the
investigation into the Rs 126-
crore Yamuna Expressway
land scam be transferred to
Ghaziabad. The court also
said that the cases against
the 11 accused, against
whom a chargesheet has
been filed, will continue to be
heard in Meerut. Earlier, the
CBI had asked the court to
transfer the probe into the
cases against the absconding
accused to Ghaziabad.
However, the court directed

that charges be framed
against 11 of the accused
including, former YEIDA
CEO PC Gupta, Manoj, Anil,
Satendra Chauhan,
Satendra, Ranvir Singh and
Sonia Bansal. A chargesheet
against them was presented
before the court on February
28. Sirajuddin Alvi, additional
government counsel at
Meerut anti-corruption
court, told TBC that on
January 24, the government
ordered that the
investigation against the
absconding accused in the
case be transferred to the

CBI. “After the investigation
was transferred, a separate
FIR was lodged. On
February 20, CBI inspector
Ajay Singh Gehlot presented
an application before the
court requesting the cases
against the accused be
transferred to Ghaziabad,”
he said. The court had
summoned the CBI officials
on February 26, when it
heard the plea and reserved
February 28 for the order.
While 22 persons were
initially named in the case,
11 of the accused went to
jail and got bail.
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Jeweller accused of duping people of Rs 10 cr through a ‘lottery’
scheme arrested from Noida

GURUGRAM: After nearly
two months of chase, a
Gurugram-based jeweller
accused of amassing around
Rs 10 crore through Ponzi
schemes was arrested from
his hideout in Noida Sector 38.
The jeweller was on the run
since January and kept moving
from hotels to rented houses
in different parts of Noida to
dodge the police. His family
members, who had also
disappeared, are still
untraceable. Ajay Raghav, 45,
hails from Bulandshahr and
came to Gurugram around 15
years back with his brother

Ram Avtar. They rented a
house and started their
jewellery shop in the same
property. In 2010, they started
a lottery committee where
people deposited a fixed
amount every month and the
entire money goes to one
person whose name is
selected through a draw of lots.
The scheme was designed in
such a way that every member
got the money once in a year.
With the success of the scheme
more and more people get
associated with it over the
years, and he gained the trust
of the locals. Gradually, he

Four cheat youths with
merchant navy jobs, booked

GHAZIABAD: Four persons
have been booked for allegedly
cheating people on the pretext
of providing them jobs in the
merchant navy. The FIR was
lodged on Friday following a
complaint by more than 20
youths who claimed to have
been duped by the company.
The FIR mentions the accused
as Satyam Mishra and Ankit,
both of whom are from
Mumbai. The two others are
Vicky Balgovind and Aditya
Sahu, Ghaziabad residents. The
four had named their company
World Marine Services. A
preliminary investigation has
revealed that the four would put

up posts on Facebook,
announcing vacancies in the
merchant navy. They would
send mails to interested youths,
asking for a one-time fee of Rs
1-5 lakh for facilitating jobs. “All
the 20 who lodged complaints
against the company were
cheated. They had paid the
gang Rs 20 lakh in total to get
jobs,,” a senior police officer
said. Nikhil Singh, one of the
youths, said that in October last
year, he had come across a
Facebook post that promised
such jobs. It asked aspirants to
leave their contact number so
that company representatives
could call them.

started another scheme under
which  people  were
encouraged to deposit small
sums of money every month
with the jeweler, and after a
year or two, they were given
jewellery of equivalent
amount. He also started taking
money from people promising
high interest. The brothers
eventually built a three-storey
house (of market value around
Rs 2 crores) adjoining the
shop. “Initially people got good
returns just like in any Ponzi
scheme but gradually, defaults
in the promised payments
became common. Even then,
people kept investing due to the
trust the jeweller had cultivated

over the years. On January 20
this year, the entire family
disappeared unannounced,”
said ACP (crime) Preet Pal.
Along with Raghav’s family,
two-three more families had
disappeared from Gurugram at
the same time, and they are still
missing. This has led the cops
to believe that more people are
involved in the scam. “During
the interrogation, we will try to
find out if others were involved
and what they have with the
money,” said ACP (crime)
Preet Pal. In January, days
before he disappeared,
Raghav had taken several
lakhs of rupees from some of
the people as loan.

Asked for licence, three
youths thrash cop, arrested

GHAZIABAD: Three youths
were arrested on Wednesday
night forallegedly thrashing cops
in Raj Nagar Extension. During
a routine checking, cops said
they stopped an Activa scooter
at a check post around 8pm on
which the three youths were
travelling. When head constable
Poonam Kumar asked them to
show driving licence and other
documents of the scooter, they
allegedly started misbehaving
with him and a heated argument
soon broke out between the
constable and the youths.
According to the police, the
youths also slapped and thrashed
Poonam Kumar. “Sub-

inspectors Yogendra Singh and
Jai Kumar, who were present
at the check post, rushed to
rescue the head constable and
then nabbed the youths,”’said
Gajendra Pal Singh, the SHO of
Sihani Gate police station. While
one youth, Avinash Tyagi (25),
is aresident of Devika Skypers
in Raj Nagar Extension, the
other two, Sidhu Jain and Aditya
Prakash, both 26-years-old, live
in VVIP, a highrise in Raj Nagar
Extension. “One of the accused
claimed to be the son of a first
rank officer posted in the
income tax department and
threatened Poonam with
consequences,” the SHO said.

TikToker ‘having fun’ held for firing shots into Delhi ACP’s flat in Noida

NOIDA: Noida: A 30-year-old
TikToker, with a “passion for
guns and other deadly
weapons”, has been arrested
for allegedly firing at the 17th-
floor of a Delhi Police ACPin
Jaypee Kosmos society on
Friday night. Punit Sisodia, who
works as a marketing manager
with a private hospital in Noida
and lives in the same society,
has told police he had fired six
shots in the air from inside his
black Scorpio “just for fun” and
had no intention to attack
anyone. On Saturday morning,
police stopped Punit’s SUV at
a checkpost near Panchsheel
underpass and arrested him
after sustained questioning. The
Jaypee flat, at which two of the

shots were fired around
12.40am on Friday, is owned by
Mayank Bansal, Delhi Police’s
Vivek Vihar ACP. Although the
police officer stays in Delhi, his
elderly parents live in the Noida
flat. They had just exited the
room when the bullets riddled
the window panes and got stuck
in the ceiling. Guards at
Kosmos had seen a black
Scorpio parked near the main
gate, which leads to tower 18,
where the elderly couple stay.
Akhilesh Kumar, additional
commissioner of police (law
and order), said they had
received a call from Bansal’s
wife, informing them about the
firing. “A police team had
reached the spot immediately

after getting the call and a
primary investigation was
conducted. Guards at the
society and a few eyewitnesses
had told us about a black
Scorpio that was parked
outside the society during the
firing,” Kumar said. Based on
a complaint by the ACP’s
family, an FIR was registered
against unknown persons under
sections 307 (attempt to
murder) and 427 (mischief) of
the Indian Penal Code. On
Friday morning, police scanned
CCTV footage of the housing
society, but did not get any
substantial evidence.
“However, we had some inputs
on the black Scorpio. We
followed the car and traced the

accused. On Saturday morning,
we stopped the car near
Panchsheel underpass. The
accused was in the car and he
was carrying a licenced
revolver,” Kumar said. Police
claimed Punit had repeatedly
told his interrogators that he had
fired in the air to test his
revolver and did not intend to
shoot at anyone. “The youth
told us he was returning from a
friend’s house and fired from
inside his car to test his gun. He
said it was just for fun and the
bullets shattered the window of
the police officer’s flat by
mistake,” the ACP added.
Police have recovered the
licenced revolver from Punit
along with 106 live bullets.
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Eight held

for duping

jobless people in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: Eight persons
were arrested on the charge
of duping unemployed people,
police said here on Sunday.
They were running a fake call
centre and cheated people on
the pretext of providing them
with jobs, police said. SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani said the
accused were identified as
Swatantra, Tushar, Vikram,
Lalit, Pritam, Vishal, Sanjay
and Himanshu. Upon
interrogation, they confessed
to hoodwinking unemployed
youth from Maharashtra,
Odisha, Karnataka, Chennai,
West Bengal, Hyderabad and

Two swap debit card
of Greater Noida
man, steal Rs 45,000

GNOIDA: Two men were
booked on Thursday for
allegedly swapping a debit card
of a Greater Noida resident
inside an ATM kiosk and later
making a fraud transaction of Rs
45,000 from his bank account in
Surajpur on February 17. The
complainant, Chandan Paswan,
anative of Gulistanpur village in
Greater Noida informed police
that he met the men inside an
ATM kiosk in Devla where he
had gone to take out Rs 1, 000
from his account. “They were
standing behind me. Saying this,
he took my debit card, but I told
him that I do not want the
receipt.

other states, the SSP said.
Describing their modus
operandi, the officer said the
accused used to purchase data
of unemployed people from
online job portals and then used
to contact them through
WhatsApp. They used to send
appointment letters of
multinational companies to the
victims, thereafter, extorting
money by online transactions
in the name of registration and
interview cost, the SSP told.
Police have recovered five
laptops, 28 mobile phones, 71
SIM cards and Rs 55,000 in
cash from them.

Gang got job portal
data, duped many

GHAZIABAD: A fake call
centre that cheated thousands
of youths with the promise of
jobs in multinational companies
has been busted in the city with
the arrest of eight persons,
including two masterminds.
The accused had been running
the sham call centre from Raj
Nagar District Centre for the
past two years and is believed
to have duped thousands of
youths across Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and other states.
Police said they were scanning
bank accounts to ascertain the
exact worth of the scam.

Prime accused in jewellery
store robbery held in Gonda

NOIDA: Had he not removed
his helmet to have a sip of tea,
he would have probably given
cops the slip for some more
time. Nasir, a prime accused
in the jewellery store robbery
in Sector 12 on February 13,
was identified through CCTV
footage and arrested from
Gonda, one of the areas in
Delhi affected by the violence
in the aftermath of the anti-
CAA protests. His arrest was
not easy to come by, police
said. The cops had to stay
undercover in Gonda and wait
for the opportune moment to
nab him. According to police,
the robbery had been carried

Shaheen Bagh abuzz on International Women's
Day, women from across country support protest

NEW DELHI: Delhi's
Shaheen Bagh, the epicentre of
protest against the new
citizenship law, was abuzz with
women from several parts of
the country joining the agitation
on International Women's Day.
The protesters at Shaheen
Bagh were joined by women
from Lucknow, where a similar
protest is underway for over 50
days, nearby Ghaziabad, riot-hit
Jaffrabad in Delhi and social
workers on Sunday. Several
women under the banner of
Pragatisheel Mahila Sangathan
visited Shaheen Bagh. The
women, staging the protest for
nearly three months, said the
support is encouraging and they
are firm that the government

take back the Citizenship
Amendment Act and drop the
idea of the National Register of
Citizens. With chants of
'Inquilab Zindabad' and
'Hindustan Zindabad', the
protestors appeared upbeat.
The male volunteers said the
peaceful protest at Shaheen
Bagh has gotten bigger despite
the recent violence in Delhi.
"We are sitting here for last 85
days and we firmly believe that
government will have to take
back CAA and NRC. We are
getting support from across the
country and we are happy that
several persons, including
women, have come here to join
us," said Fatima, who is a local
resident of Shaheen Bagh.

out by three persons — Nasir,
Muzammil and one Chotu,
whose identity is yet to be
established. Nasir has at least
24 cases of theft, murder,
robbery and provisions of the
Arms Act lodged against him.
He is also believed to have
been part of the gang that
decamped with cash and
jewellery worth Rs 1 crore
from Prem Shri Jewellers in
Sahibabad. The robbery had
led to the transfer of the then
SSP and the suspension of two
cops. “Both Nasir and
Muzammil fired at the owner.
One of the bullets hit Naresh,”
he added.

Gangster wanted in
seven murder cases
arrested in Delhi

NEW DELHI: A 28-year-
old notorious gangster,
involved in seven murder
cases and carrying a total
reward of Rs 75,000, was
arrested near Mehrauli-
Gurugram road in Delhi,
police said on Saturday.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Special Cell)
Pramod Singh Kushwah
identified the man as Vicky,
aresident of Ghaziabad and
member of the Rohit
Chaudhary gang of South
Delhi. Vicky had been
absconding for an year and
was arrested on Friday
afternoon, said Kushwah.

UP constable among nine booked
for putting dog leash on man

GHAZIABAD: Nine people,
including a Uttar Pradesh
Police constable and an
advocate, were booked on
Saturday for allegedly
dragging a man on a dog leash
and beating him up last year.
The victim, a 31-year-old
engineer with a telecom firm,
alleged that he was thrashed
because his second wife's
family was unhappy with the
marriage. He accused the
family members of filing a
false rape case against him,
because of which he had to
spend around six months in jail.
A video, purportedly shot in
May last year, showing the
man being beaten up and asked
to bark like a dog went viral
on social media last month.
The victim said he has filed a
complaint with SSP Kalanidhi
Naithani after being released

on bail in February. Based on
an investigation by CO
(Indirapuram) Anshu Jain, the
SSP ordered the Masuri police
station to register a case. SHO
(Masuri) Naresh Kumar Singh
said an FIR for attempt to
murder and criminal
intimidation was registered
against advocate Shahnawaz,
Javed, Sameer, Insar, Adil,
Nadeem, Zafar, Sarfuddin and
constable Amzad Khan, all of
whom are related to the
woman. According to the
engineer, he had married the
woman - an LLB student - in
February 2018. The accused
had called the woman back to
her house and did not allow her
to leave. On May 16 last year,
the accused allegedly
kidnapped the man from
outside his home and put a dog
leash around his neck.
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