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195 healthcare workers at AIIMS
tested positive for COVID-19 so far

New Delhi : As many as 195
healthcare workers have tested
positive for coronavirus infection
at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) here
till date, sources said.Over 50
healthcare personnel, including
one MBBS student, three
resident doctors, eight nurses
and five mess workers, have
tested positive for COVID-19
over the last two days, the
sources said.Others include
laboratory staff, technicians,
sanitation staff and security
guards. Contact tracing has
been initiated, the sources
said.According to them, samples
of 28 healthcare workers have
tested positive till Thursday

morning, while around 23 were
found infected till Wednesday
morning. “Healthcare workers
and ancillary stafftesting positive
are both from COVID and non-
COVID areas of the hospital.
Employees from all kinds of
departments like engineering,
laboratories, offices, canteens,
operation theaters and wards
among others have contracted
the infection,” they said.From
Feb 1 till date, 195 healthcare
personnel including two faculty,
five resident doctors, 21 nursing
staff, eight technicians, 32
sanitation workers and 68
security guards have been
infected by the novel
coronavirus.
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EDITORIAL

Awful silence: On India-
China standoff

Nearly a month after the first skirmishes on the LAC
between Indian and Chinese soldiers were reported, the
situation on the ground still appears to be tense. While there
has been no official explanation of what has happened there
since May 5, the day the first clash at Pangong Tso (lake)
was reported, there is enough information to conclude that
this is the most serious such standoff India and China have
seen in years. the number of Chinese soldiers, the
aggression with which they have dealt with Indian soldiers,
as well as the number of points of conflict, indicate
strategised action by Chinese commanders. While both
governments have been careful to keep the tone of their
comments sober, the fact that both sides have repeatedly
mentioned that talks are on is also proof of an ongoing
situation. A full de-escalation will entail soldiers being able
to return to their normal LAC patrols, something military
officers say will probably need a high-level political
intervention and for the Indian side, an insistence that
Chinese soldiers, who appear to have been the aggressors,
returning to positions they previously held.

In the midst of these sensitive negotiations, the interventions
by the U.S. come as inopportune distractions. The first
comment, last week, by a then senior State Department
official, accusing China of being an aggressor on several
fronts and posing a “threat” to its neighbours, was followed
by President Donald Trump’s offer, this week, to mediate
between Delhi and Beijing. Neither comment appears to
have been made in consultation with India. India has made
it clear that it will not accept Mr. Trump’s offer and has
denied his claim that he spoke to Prime Minister Modi on
the issue. The government’s first priority now must be to
end the current standoff, and then for its senior officials to
enter serious talks on LAC demarcation. Given all the new
infrastructure being built by India, it may also be necessary
to negotiate new border management protocols that were
lastupdated in 2013. The government must also investigate
how a big build-up of Chinese soldiers was not acted upon
earlier. Beyond this, it must make a full assessment of just
what China’s final aims are: is the summer conflagration
meant to deflect attention from Beijing’s current problems
over the coronavirus pandemic, to deter India from its
infrastructural push for roads and bridges to connect its
northern frontiers all the way to the Karakoram pass, or to
“remind” New Delhi of its geographical vulnerabilities as it
contemplates a closer maritime relationship in the Indo-
Pacific with the U.S.? In all three scenarios, the first steps
for the government would be to publicly clarify the
seriousness of the situation at the LAC, and to build
consensus around its plans for a firm pushback and an
assertion of its position along the disputed line.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Chaos and jams at entry points after satellite cities seal borders with Delhi

NEW DELHI: The tightening
of traffic restrictions put in
place to contain the spread of
the coronavirus by Gurugram
and Ghaziabad administrations
on their borders with Delhi led
to chaos and traffic congestion
on Friday. This comes a day
after the Haryana government
issued fresh orders to seal the
inter-state border to contain the
spread of the coronavirus.
Earlier this week, the
Ghaziabad district
administration too made the
inter-city movement stricter
after it reported a spike in
coronavirus cases. Although
Ghaziabad, Nodia, Gurugram
fall under different states, a

large number of people stay in
these two cities, but work in
Delhi or vice versa. "There
was a massive chaos this
morning with traffic jams as
the police were not allowing
people to cross the border from
either sides," Ruchir Sharma,
who stays in Uttam Nagar in
west Delhi but works with a
diagnostics laboratory in
Gurugram, said. "The new
directive (of tightening the
restrictions) came late night, so
no one had clarity and
instructions were not issued to
the police. [ am not sure if they
are allowing essential services
people or not but to get to the
check post after clearing the

Lockdown 5 likely to have relaxations for
tourism and hospitality industry, Union
Govt considers states' suggestions

NEW DELHI: In a bid to
overcome economic stress due
to COVID-19 lockdown, the
Centre is working on a slew of
suggestions given by some
states that have demanded
further graded opening up of
the tourism and hospitality
sector. The economies of States
and Union Territories such as
Puducherry, Kerala, Goa, etc
and some North-eastern states
are heavily dependent on
tourism and hospitality, which is
yet to get relaxation from
lockdown restrictions.For
lockdown 5.0, the Centre is
exploring ways to fulfill the
demand of opening hotels,

restaurants, beaches, etc. It is
expected that the Union
Government may come up with
more relaxations which will
kick start economic activities in
the states."Those states which
rely on tourism and hospitality
are still struggling and these
States have demanded to ease
out rules for such sectors. It is
expected that lockdown 5.0
may get a breather for tourism
and hospitality industry," a senior
government official
claimed."States have suggested
ways to open hotel, restaurants,
tourism, etc by limiting number
of visitors and also maintaining
mandatory social distancing.

whole queue was a long wait
so I decided to come back,"
Sharma added. Those
travelling to and from
Ghaziabad said the checking
had become very strict.
Rajendra Singh Yadav, who
works in a medical store in
Ghaziabad and resides in
Shahadra in east Delhi, said the
checking by police in
Ghaziabad led to traffic
congestion on the border.
Assistant Superintendent of
Ghaziabad Police Keshav
Kumar told that they are
conducting checks on the
border. Entry will be allowed
for only those involved in
essential services. He also

acknowledged that there was
heavy traffic on the borers
due to checking by the police.
Haryana's Home Minister Anil
Vij on Friday justified
strictness on the state's
borders with the national
capital, saying if the state does
not take such measures its
coronavirus cases would be at
par with Delhi. Citing a sharp
increase in coronavirus cases
during the past one week in
the Haryana districts adjoining
Delhi, Vij had on Thursday
issued fresh orders for sealing
borders with the national
capital. "I regularly monitor
and keep a close watch on the
situation.

Decision on re-opening educational,
coaching institutions mn July

NEW DELHI: Union Ministry
of Home Affairs( MHA) on
Saturday said that schools,
colleges, educational/training/
coaching institutions will be
opened after consultation with
States and UTs during Phase I1
of #Unlock1.MHA said that
based on the feedback of States
and UTs, a decision on the re-
opening of these institutions will
be taken in July."In Phase II,
schools, colleges, educational/
training/ coaching institutions,
etc., will be opened after
consultations with States and
UTs. State Governments/UT
administrations are being
advised to hold consultations at
the institution level with parents

4 Indian coronavirus vaccines to begin human trials soon

New Delhi : In the global race
to develop a potential vaccine
for coronavirus, India is not
that far behind. In a recent
development, four Indian
vaccines are likely to be tried
on humans soon.As per a
report published in a leading
daily, out of all the Indian
vaccines currently at different
stages of progress, four have
shown promising results and
will be soon tested on
humans.Quoting, Renu
Swarup, Secretary,
Department of Biotechnology,
India's nodal agency for
coronavirus vaccine
development, the report further
mentioned that the four
vaccines are at the advanced

stage of the development and
within a span of three to six
months, they will enter phase
1 of clinical trials.In this phase,
the potential vaccine will be
tested on a small group of
participants to see if the drug
is safe and effective or
not.Currently, more than 30
Indian coronavirus vaccines
are at various stages of
development. Last week,
Principal Scientific Adviser K
VijayRaghavan said that out of
all, 20 are keeping a good
pace.Globally, more than 100
potential coronavirus vaccines
are being tested in different
laboratories. The competition
is getting tough as new
entrants are regularly setting

their foot into this race. British
American Tobacco (BAT) and
Indian Patanjali group has also
claimed to have developed a
cure for the fatal disease.Last
week, Ramdev’s Patanjali
group got a nod from
authorities to conduct clinical
trials of its product that they
claim can help in treating
coronavirus. The Patanjali
group, known for its ayurvedic
supplements and products will
begin its trial in Indore and
Jaipur.Sun Pharmaceutical
Industries also received Indian
regulatory's approval on Friday
to start clinical trials of a
pancreatitis drug, Nafamostat
on coronavirus infected
patient.

and other stakeholders. Based
on the feedback, a decision on
the re-opening of these
institutions will be taken in the
month of July. Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) will prepare SOP for
these institutions," said the MHA
in a release.In Phase I of
#Unlock1, religious places and
places of worship for the public,
hotels, restaurants and other
hospitality services, and
shopping malls will be permitted
to open from June 8, said the
MHA .MHA has issued new
guidelines for phased re-opening
of "all activities outside
containment zones for the next
one month beginning June 1.

Global coronavirus
cases surpass 6 million

Delhi : Global coronavirus cases
surpassed 6 million on Saturday,
according to a Reuters tally, as
Latin America reported a grim
milestone of 50,000 deaths from
the disease.Countries such as
Brazil, Chile and Mexico are
struggling to stem the spread of
the virus, which initially peaked
in China in February before
large-scale outbreaks followed in
Europe and the United
States.The COVID-19
respiratory illness has claimed
more than 3,67,000 lives
worldwide, though the true
number is thought to be higher
as testing is still limited and many
countries do not include fatalities
outside of hospitals.
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Kent ad featuring Hema Malini runs into
discrimination row, company withdraws it

NOIDA: City-based water
purifier manufacturer Kent
was forced to withdraw an
atta-maker advertisement
from digital platforms after
facing criticism for its
discriminatory content. The ad
showed BJP MP and actor
Hema Malini and her daughter
Esha Deol promoting an
automatic dough and bread
maker with a catch line asking
viewers if they were still letting
their domestic helpers knead
the dough by hand. The ad
triggered outrage on social
media and the Advertising
Standards Council of India
(ASCI) registered its objection

Only essential activities
in containment zones till
June 30

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Saturday announced that
lockdown will continue to remain
in the containment zones till June
30. The power to demarcate the
containment zones has been
given to the district authorities,
who need to consider the
guidelines provided by the health
ministry in declaring these zones.
In the containment zones, only
essential activities will be
allowed. The Centre has also
ordered strict perimeter control
in the containment zones so that
no person is allowed in or out of
the zones. The states have also
been given the power to identify
buffer zones and decide the
restrictions in these areas.

too. The company pulled the
ad soon thereafter and said it
was a mistake. “This was
wrongly promoted by the
agency. We have withdrawn
(the ad). The purpose was to
avoid the use of hands during the
Covid pandemic,” Mahesh
Gupta, chairman and MD of
Kent RO Systems, told TBC. He
released issued an apology saying
that the ad was “unintentional,
badly communicated and
wrong”. “We want to apologise
to everyone, especially to those
whose sentiments were hurt.
The ad is contrary to the beliefs
and professional standards of
Kent.

Can engage 2.5 lakh workers: Noida realtors

NOIDA: With more migrant
workers from other states
returning home by the day, the
gap between job opportunities
and claimants to those jobs has
been widening. To help bridge
a part of it, the UP unit of
National Real Estate
Development  Council
(Naredco) has said it can
employ 2.5 lakh workers for
projects in Noida and Greater
Noida. “We are ready to
absorb at least 2.5 lakh
workers at this time in Noida
and Greater Noida should they
be quarantined first. We will
ensure skilling of these
labourers,” RK Arora,
president of Naredco’s UP

unit said. While this is just over
half the 4.5 lakh workers the
projects usually employ, it could
help on two fronts — economy
and employment. So far, 18.24
migrant workers have returned
to Uttar Pradesh from other
states, a statement released by
additional chief secretary
(home) Awanish Awasthi on
Friday said. In a letter to chief
minister Yogi Adityanath, the
realtors have urged the
government to bolster real
estate sector revival to kick
start work in the NCR. Many
projects have slowed down
because of liquidity crunch and
inventory overhang. “Most
workers who are slowly

As industries decline fresh orders, jobs for migrants too shrink in Noida

NOIDA: Even as industry
bodies talk about requiring
people for manufacturing units
and the construction sector in
the wake of exodus of migrant
workers during the lockdown,
in reality, the actual number of
jobs has shrunk in Gautam
Budh Nagar. Manpower
suppliers and contractors say
there’s demand for only 40%
of workforce. This is because
most entrepreneurs are
focused on exhausting the
existing inventory and orders
they had bagged before Covid-
19 lockdown was enforced.
And as the future looks
uncertain, many fear
opportunities may dry up in the
next three months unless
remedial measures are taken.

Surajpur-based manpower
supplier, Omkar Bhati, who
runs a company called Final
Solution, said, “Before
lockdown, we had a strength
of 800 to 1,000 workers.
However, two-thirds of them
have left for their hometowns.
We cater to construction,
mobile manufacturing units,
and other industrial units
operating out of Surajpur.
Prospects seem bleak for now
and we have our fingers
crossed.” Before the
lockdown came into effect, the
units used to offer a minimum
wage of Rs 8,625 a day to
unskilled workers, though the
earnings of semi-skilled and
skilled workers were much
higher. On an average, a

Woman (65), first in Noida to get plasma therapy, now home

NOIDA: A 65-year-old
woman, the first Covid-19
patient in a Noida hospital to
be administered convalescent
plasma therapy, has made a full
recovery and returned home,
after spending most of May in
hospital. She was among the
more critical patients to be
admitted and was on oxygen
support. The woman, who is
from Agra, was treated at
state-run Covid-19 hospital
GIMS, under the second phase
of the nationwide plasma trials.
“We have successfully treated
a 65-year-old patient from
Agra with blood drawn from a
Covid-19 patient who had
recovered earlier,” said
Brigadier RK Gupta (retired),

director of GIMS. The woman,
who had hypertension and was
overweight (comorbid factors
in Covid-19 cases) had been
admitted to GIMS from Metro
Hospital after severe breathing
problems. “The patient’s X-ray
showed pneumonia and acute
breathing problems and
chronic lung disease. She was
already on oxygen support
when she was admitted,” said
Dr Saurabh Srivastava, in
charge of the Covid-19 ward
at GIMS, who was handling
the case. On May 5, she tested
positive. She was still
dependent on oxygen support.
“Twelve days after she was
admitted here, we started
plasma therapy. After two

days of being administered
convalescent plasma
transfusion, she recovered,”
said Dr Gupta. She was
discharged a fortnight after
testing positive. The premise
of plasma therapy is this—a
person infected with Covid-19
develops antibodies to fight
against the disease. “By the
time the patient recovers, the
blood develops rich
antibodies. Those can boost
another patient’s recovery,”
said Dr Gupta. A recovered
patient can donate plasma 28
days after full recovery and
again 15 days after donation.
The second phase of the
countrywide trials began in
the first week of May.

worker used to get Rs 14,000
to Rs 15,000 in a month as
overtime and variable
dearness allowance. But most
of the entrepreneurs are now
focused on wrapping up
pending orders and exhausting
the existing inventory. “We
had some pending orders and
raw materials in our facility.
We want to finish the
inventory. We catered to
clients from Indonesia,
Turkey, UAE, Malaysia
among others. They require
mehendi products. But we are
not sure what would happen
post-August and hence we
have called just a third of the
workforce,” said Ved
Prakash, an exporter from
Phase IT area in Noida.

returning to the state have
gone to eastern UP. The
demand for labourers in NCR
has dipped because of an
overall slowdown,” said Pankaj
Bajaj, president of the NCR
unit of the Confederation of
Real Estate Developers’
Association of India (Credai).
For things to improve, those in
the sector said, a push from the
government is imperative.
“Things will get better when
there is a real shift in the
government’s outlook on the
real estate sector,” said Amit
Modi, president of Credai’s
Western UP unit. “Itis a sector
on which 200 industries are
dependent.

Five private labs
served notices after
eight 'false positives'
NOIDA: With reports of eight
people who had tested positive
from private labs coming back
negative from government labs
on Friday - the eight have been
discharged from hospitals - the
five private labs where the tests
were conducted have been
served notices. "These false
positives create panic. The
chief medical officer is also
writing to the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) to
get these labs assessed. We are
now seeing a growing number
of sample collection centres
that have tied up with
accredited labs. But if there are
problems during collection, the
report may not be right.

Cash for IAS postings: Man who
called himself journo held in GZB

GHAZIABAD: The Uttar
Pradesh STF arrested a 30-
year-old man from a highrise
in Raj Nagar Extension on
Saturday for allegedly
facilitating transfers and
postings of several IAS and
IPS officers in the state.
Peeyush Aggarwal had
allegedly fixed a Rs 1.25 crore
deal for ensuring that a senior
IAS officer is posted as the
vice-chairperson of Kanpur
Development Authority
(KDA). The deal, however, fell
through. Though Aggarwal is
believed to have assets worth
crores, he stayed in a rented
flat at KW Srishti housing

society. Originally from
Uttarakhand, he had been
living in Delhi-NCR for the
past 10 years. Investigators
said Aggarwal would go
around telling people that he
was a social worker and a
freelance journalist with DD
News. He also carried an ID
card of the news channel,
which later turned out to be
fake. Vishal Vikram Singh,
ASP in STF in Lucknow, said
their investigation followed
an audio clip in which
Aggarwal can be
purportedly heard talking to
his associates about the [AS
officer’s posting.
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CORONA VIRUS SAFETY covip-19
Do not panic unnecessarily...
Do not spread rumours...

Symptoms of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)
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