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Noida company coronavirus
chain has 29 cases now
NOIDA: Noida’s coronavirus
infections have predominantly
come from a single contact chain
of Cease Fire employees —29
of the 38 so far. It has spread to
Ghaziabad, where one more
Cease Fire employee tested
positive on Tuesday, and as far
as Bareilly, where five new cases
on Tuesday were linked to the
chain. Noida’s healthcare
apparatus was overwhelmed by
a sudden spike in novel
coronavirus cases since March
24. Asked how additional patients
will be managed if there are over
five patients on Wednesday,
district magistrate Suhas LY, who
has just taken charge, told TBC,
“I’'m sure we will be able to
manage something.”
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EDITORIAL

Step up: On citizens’

responsibility during a pandemic
With any big crisis comes great responsibility. In this time of
apandemic, while there is extensive, proven value in adopting
recommended personal hygiene standards, maintaining physical
distance, and demanding the States and Centre provide
adequate facilities for testing and treatment for the ill, it is also
essential to leave that word on the top of the pile —
Responsibility. Every public health emergency requires
community recognition that this is an extraordinary set of
circumstances requiring far-from-ordinary responses. A
reasonable restriction on citizens’ rights may come into play
on invoking provisions of the Epidemic Diseases Act. State
police are already slapping cases on violators of the lockdown
conditions; action is also being taken on those who violate
quarantine. However, the strongest weapon that one can
unleash against this pandemic is with every individual. The
time to say this nicely is over. It is time to insist that every
individual respond responsibly during this time: To inform
authorities of relevant history of travel, stay in quarantine even
ifasymptomatic, follow all other protocols. Keeping health
authorities in the loop could make the difference between life
and death.

Individuals volunteering information will help the Central and
State governments narrow down on the cluster cases centred
around the Tablighi Jamaat conference in Nizamuddin, Delhi.
The spread of cases from this one spot, which reportedly had
several foreign nationals who later tested positive, and where
six among those who attended died, has emerged as a key
milestone in India’s management of the epidemic. The
conference was held on March 13, more than a week before
the Sunday lockdown. Since then, people from the conference
moved on, back home, and several, including Indonesian
nationals who were present at Nizamuddin, have tested positive.
While the State has deployed ‘hotspot’ containment strategies
in ground zero in Delhi, it is the people who have spread out in
the community that are absolutely crucial, over the next few
days, to shaping one stretch of the course of the epidemic in
India. While it is a massive exercise to track down all the
attendees (it is now believed that thousands of people were
present) and each of their contacts, it must still be done. Some
States have already expressed being thwarted, without co-
operation from the participants, and their close contacts.
Unfortunately, this may leave the job half done, or undone,
leading to disastrous consequences. It is indeed a Herculean
task, and may even be considered impossible, unless those
who went for the meeting in Delhi step up themselves, engage
with health authorities, submit themselves to a test, and remain
under quarantine for the prescribed period.
-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Kerala, Maharashtra, UP report highest number of cases

NEW DELHI: In a massive
surge in fresh cases led by 82
in Maharashtra and 57 in Tamil
Nadu, 315 new coronavirus
infections were reported in the
country on Tuesday — nearly
double the previous day’s
number taking the total number
of cases detected in India
galloping to 1,618. The number
of deaths among Covid-19
cases too rose by nine to 52 so
far. As many as 626 new cases
have been reported in the past
three days, accounting for
nearly 40% of all cases so far.
The current physical distancing
guidelines provided by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and by the US

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) may not
be adequate to curb the
coronavirus spread, according
to a research which says the
gas cloud from a cough or
sneeze may help virus particles
travel up to 8 metres. As of
Wednesday, number of
confirmed cases in Kerala
stood at 234 while
Mabharashtra reported 216
cases and Uttar Pradesh had
101 cases. The highest number
of deaths have been reported
from Maharashtra with nine
people succumbing to the
disease and one dead in
Kerala. Meanwhile, UP
reported its first death on

Wife and mother of Bulandshahr man who worked
at ceasefire company test positive for Covid-19

MEERUT: Three days after a
30-year-old Bulandshahr man
who worked at the ceasefire
company in Noida tested positive
for Covid-19, his wife and
mother, too, contracted the
infection on Wednesday. The
samples of eight family members
of the employee were sent for
testing —out of which two tested
positive and the others tested
negative. The health authorities
have now started an outreach
campaign in Veer Khera village
and the surrounding three-
kilometre radius area to find
people who might have come in
contact with the positive cases.
"The wife and mother of the 30-
year-old Bulandshahar man-who

worked at the Noida ceasefire
factory tested positive for
coronavirus on Wednesday. As
many as six samples ofhis family
were sent for testing, out of which
two have tested positive. The two
of them have been kept in
quarantine and being treated.
Meanwhile, the six family
members who have tested
negative for the disease have been
quarantined at the community
health centre of Sikandarabad
tehsil in Bulandshahr," said Dr KN
Tiwari, Bulandshahr chiefmedical
officer. The first patient in
question was quarantined much
before he tested positive —after
cases in ceasefire factory of
Noida started coming up.
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Wednesday after test reports
of a25-year-old man, who died
two days ago, came COVID-
19 positive. As of Wednesday
afternoon, India had 1,466
active cases with the
nationwide death toll at 38.
Punjab and Sindh topped the
list with 708 and 676 cases.
Pakistan occupied Kashmir
reported six cases, while there
were 158 cases in Balochistan,
184 in Gilgit Baltistan, 54 in
Islamabad, and 253 cases in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Six
people, Maulana Saad, Dr
Zeeshan, Mufti Shehzad, M
Saifi, Younus, and Mohd
Salman named in the FIR in
Markaz, Nizamuddin case.

2 of 5 Pak men who returned
home via Attari test positive

AMRITSAR: Two of'the five
Pakistani men who returned
home via Attari land border after
amedical check-up ata private
hospital in Noida, UP, tested
positive for Covid-19 at Lahore,
sources said. Mohammad
Khalid and Yasir Mukhtar, who
were part of the five-member
group to cross over to Pakistan
through Attari border on March
29, have been confirmed with
Covid-19 and admitted to the
isolation ward of Services
Hospital, Lahore, sources said.
Test reports of 15 people
released by Services Institute of
Medical Sciences on March 31

show that two suspected
patients, serial number 13 and
15, were confirmed to be virus-
positive, while Nighat, serial
number 14, tested negative. No
tests were conducted on the
other two members of the
group, Muhammad Ashfaq and
Muhammad Asif, as they did
not have any symptoms,
sources said. Ashfaq and
Nighat, who had liver ailments,
went to a private hospital in
Noida for check-up. Nighat,
supposed to have a liver
transplant on this visit, was
advised against it by the Noida
doctors owing to his poor health.

Discrimination amid pandemic, Pakistan refuses to give
food to Hindus as coronavirus rages

KARACHI: The world is
united in fighting against Covid-
19 pandemic but for Pakistan,
religious discrimination remains
atop priority amidst this global
crisis. The country's Hindus and
Christian minorities are not being
given food supplies by
authorities, saying they are
meant for the Muslims.
" Authorities are not helping us
during the lockdown, the ration
is also not being provided to us
because we are part of a
minority community," a Hindu
man lamented. Scores of
marginalised people gather at
Karachi's Rehrri Ghoth to
receive food supplies and daily
essentials as shops remain shut

IR & ATy Yoy
A STReRHGT BT ¢ V&l
MESERLGEDI

TITATETE . BRIAT dRIRY
P FHIT BT Adb b folu
A f&hy dAfdpseT d &g
ASGR 9 N9 URARI &
PR E EE E E
TReTRl @I ARE 4741 arfaeh
ot ff STexade aRarRd
BT TeE AT T RET R
migggra frerg Aol
gerferad @ ®ATST el
Rig 7 9ar T fb dAldsrsd
7 il gIRT QIMmUR I
RERIRECS i fEC G R I
g% faT TaT © | faaror &1
P G FrEE 6 A1
foam ST <ET 2 | U Hiew |
Jferd ®1 g Bl AT
ST ASIGRl DI STRex]
Aot & o7 = B

to curb the spread of
coronavirus. But those
belonging to the Hindu
community are told to go back
since the rations are only meant
for Muslims. "We only hear that
people in our neighbourhoods are
receiving essential goods. My
sondrives the rickshaw. Due
to the lockdown, all services
have been suspended. He is
sitting idle at home. We do
not have anything to eat. We
have no money. Even when
we visit the ration
distribution centers, the
authorities assure us that they
will send essential items in
separate trucks but eventually
they don't," said another

member of the Hindu
community in Karachi. Hindus
in Pakistan form a4 per cent of
the country's population. The
community is subjected to
rampant discrimination and are
often denied basic human rights.
Under international pressure and
global outcry over the condition
ofthe minorities in Pakistan, the
Imran Khan-led government last
year decided to restore over 400
Hindu temples which were
demolished over the years. One
year on, the plan is yet to see
the light of the day with not more
than 12 temples in the country
made functional. And the
discrimination continues even at
the time of global crisis- as
serious as Covid-19 pandemic.
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Prevention of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)

FACE MASK
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CORONA VIRUS SAFETY covip-19
Do not panic unnecessarily...
Do not spread rumours...

Symptoms of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)
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WASH YOUR WEAR A AVOID CONTACT

WITH SICK PEOPLE
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SORE THROAT

ALWAYS COVER YOUR
COUGH OR SNEEZE
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