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Patient who fled from Gujarat
hospital reaches Ghaziabad

VADODARA: A coronavirus
patient who fled from special
isolation ward of GMERS
Medical College and Hospital
on June 25 was learnt to have
reached his hometown
Ghaziabad. Gorwa police learnt
about the patient Vikas Kumar
when he answered their phone
call while in train. A police
official said that when he was
contacted, he told them that the
train was about to reach
Ghaziabad and he will alight
there as it is his hometown. “He

did not mention why he ran
away from hospital nor did he
say whether he had reached
Vadodara station directly from
the hospital or went somewhere
else too,” said sub-inspector R
K Gosai of Gorwa police
station. However, cops here
alerted Ghaziabad police in
time about Kumar so that he
can be quarantined at a Covid
care centre. “We have sent all
documents to Ghaziabad police
and they will take over the case
from here,” Gosai added.
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EDITORIAL

Control, not delete: On
China apps ban

Citing concerns to both data security and national
sovereignty, the Indian government on June 29
announced it would block 59 widely used apps, most
linked to Chinese companies. These include the popular
video-sharing social networking app TikTok, a mobile
browser called UC Browser, and a file-sharing app
called SHAREit. What is common to all three is their
wide user base in India, with each claiming more than
100 million monthly active users, and their origins in
China. Explaining the ban, the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology cited “the emergent nature
of threats” posed by the apps and “information available”
that they are engaged in activities “prejudicial to
sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of India,
security of state and public order”. The apps, according
to the Ministry, had been reported for “stealing and
surreptitiously transmitting users’ data in an unauthorized
manner to servers which have locations outside India”,
which “impinges upon the sovereignty and integrity of
India”. From the perspective of data security and privacy,
there is indeed a strong case to be made to more strictly
regulate apps that handle vast amounts of user data.
Such a move was surely long overdue.

But the government might have done the right thing for
the wrong reasons. The timing of the move, coupled with
the fact that it has chosen to block the apps outright, rather
than ensure they were complying with the law, suggests
the ban is less motivated by privacy concerns than about
sending a message to China amid the tensions along the
border. After all, privacy and data security concerns are
not limited only to Chinese apps. Concerns about many
of these apps are hardly new, and the move to block them
comes after these apps had already amassed hundreds
of millions of users in India. If sending a message about
China is the motivation, the ban is more signalling than
substance. It may help the government show the public it
is taking China on, even if it will have no impact on
deterring Chinese behaviour on the border, which will
require a tough diplomatic and military response. The
tensions on the border, as well as the COVID-19 pandemic,
have ignited a much-needed debate on India’s economic
dependencies on China. India remains reliant on Chinese
products in several critical and strategically sensitive
sectors, from semiconductors and active pharmaceutical
ingredients to the telecom sector, where Chinese vendors
are involved not only in India’s 4G network but in on-
going 5G trials as well. India faces tough choices going
forward in dealing with its deep economic embrace of
China. Hitting the delete button on social media and
gaming apps barely scratches the surface of the problem.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Guest school teacher till May, he now runs a cycle repair shop in Ghaziabad

GHAZIABAD: Devesh is no
stranger to adversity, but this
time it has been particularly
galling. The 40-year-old from
Aligarh had just begun to leave
disappointment and failure
behind when the pandemic
struck. The lockdown that
followed robbed Devesh of his
job as a temporary teacher at
a government school in Delhi’s
Mehrauli. The biology graduate
and a master’s degree holder
in political science who had
once dreamt of becoming a
doctor, Devesh is now making
ends meet by working as a
cycle mechanic. Devesh said
he had been hoping for his job
to become permanent when he

received communication from
the Government Boys
Secondary School on May 8
that his services had been
discontinued. He had been
working there for the past
seven years — long enough,
he thought, for a permanent
post. “Fate has always been
cruel to me. I could not
become a doctor because my
family was not financially
strong. [ had been teaching at

Man who went missing from airport on his return
from Kazakhstan traced to Ghaziabad, quarantined

NEW DELHI: A 72-year-old
man, who went missing from the
Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
airport here upon his arrival from
Kazakhstan, was traced to
Ghaziabad and sent to home
quarantine for 14 days, police said
on Sunday. Harjeet Singh, a
resident of Dilshad Garden,
arrived in Delhi on flight number
Al 1916 from Almaty in
Kazakhstan on Saturday and
went missing from the entry gate
of the screening hall at Terminal-
3 ofthe IGl airport, they said. The
police were informed about it by
the Yamuna Vihar sub-divisional
magistrate's (SDM) staff. They
said Singh deliberately skipped the
screening procedure, following
which he was to be institutionally

quarantined, in accordance with
guidelines issued by the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA). A
case was registered under the
relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code and Epidemic Act, a
senior police officer said. During
investigation, it was revealed that
the mobile phone number and
address given by the passenger
onarrival were not in use. With
the help of CCTV footage, the
vehicle in which Singh left the
airport was identified, the officer
said. With the help of the
registration number and
electronic surveillance, Singh was
traced to Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad and sent to home
quarantine for 14 days by the
authority concerned, he added.

this school for seven years. |
thought I had spent enough
time here and they should
make me permanent. But
instead, they handed me the
termination letter,” says the 40-
year-old, who completed his
BEd in 2009 and started
working at a school in Aligarh.
“I have always been teaching
kids. This is something [ am
doing for the first time,”
Devesh told this correspondent
as he sets up his temporary
shop to repair cycles in Vijay
Nagar. Devesh, who would
give science lessons to
students of classes VI to X,
would make around Rs 20,000
amonth for the 15-20 days he

worked at the Delhi school. On
May 5, the Delhi education
department issued an order
stating, “all guest teachers
shall be paid up to May 8,
2020, and in summer
vacations only if they are
called for duties.” All schools
in the capital are closed till
July 31, which means
temporary teachers like
Devesh have no job until then.
There are around 20,000 guest
teachers who are engaged in
government schools in Delhi.
“They called me and said
temporary teachers were not
needed for the time being as
all schools are closed. My
savings have dried up.

42,000 families surveyed, 36
people report symptoms

GHAZIABAD: As many as
42,000 familieshave beensurveyed
inthe past three days by over 470
surveillance teams across
Ghaziabad, officials said. Ofthese,
37,000 families have been
surveyed in containment zones
alone, while the remaining innon-
containment zones in both urban
and rural areas of the district.
According to officials, of the 1.81
lakh people in these 37,374
families surveyed in the
containment zones, 21 patients
with Covid symptoms have been
referred to hospitals. And of the
4,500 families surveyed in non-
containment zones, 15
symptomatic patients have been

detected. @ The  district
administration has also formed
more than 400 monitoring
committees in Ghaziabad to keep
tabs on residents as well as
migrants. “There is amandate for
100% surveillance in containment
zones but going a step-ahead, the
administration has decided to cover
every house in the districtunder a
new initiative. Itwill notonly make
people aware about the virus, but
also help identify patients,” said
district magistrate Ajay Shankar. [f
any targeted person is found, then
their information are made
available to the district disaster
control room of GZB and the
health department.

Builder Vikram Tyagi missing, kin suspect kidnap

GHAZIABAD: A 36-year-
old project manager with a
Ghaziabad-based construction
company went missing on his
way back home from his Patel
Nagar office on Friday night.
His Toyota Innova Crysta was
found 100km away in
Muzaffarnagar. Police said
there were blood stains on the
back of the driver’s seat.
Vikram Tyagi, a resident of
KPD Grand Savanna society
in Raj Nagar Extension,
worked at his uncle’s company
— Rajeshwar Builders —
which has constructed several
highrises across the state.
Vikram is said to have left
office around 7.30pm on Friday
and had apparently stopped at

a liquor outlet to buy booze on
his way home. He had last
spoken to his wife Nidhi around
7.45pm, telling her over the
phone that he was just 100
metres from the society gate
and would come home in 5
minutes. Vikram stays with his
wife and two children—a 12-
year-old son and an eight-year-
old daughter. When he did not
reach home by 8.30pm,
Vikram’s family members tried
calling him on his cellphone, but
it was switched off. The next
morning, his relatives
approached police, and got an
FIR registered under IPC
Section 365 (kidnapping or
abduction with intent secretly
and wrongfully to confine a

person). Vikram's cousin
Abhay Tyagi said the family
had searched all the roads
around the society on Friday
night. “We had checked almost
all areas in Raj Nagar
Extension when he did not
come home even after 10pm.
We went to his office, but it
was locked. We spend the
whole of Friday night trying to
trace him on our own. On
Saturday, we went to the
cops,” he added. The family
suspects Vikram may have
been kidnapped. “He would
not have been robbed. He
never carried a wallet. That
day, he only had some Rs
1,500 and his credit card with
him,” Abhay said. The last

location of Vikram’s phone
was found near Gaur
Cascades in Raj Nagar
Extension, which is just a few
metres ahead of his society.
On Saturday evening, police
told the builder’s family they
had found Vikram’s Innova in
Muzaffarnagar. According to
his cousin, a police team
deployed at a checkpoint in
Khatauli area of
Muzaffarnagar had stopped
the Innova around 1am. There
were two men inside, and they
apparently told the cops they
were associated with Delhi
Police. “When one of the cops
peered inside the vehicle with
his torch, he found blood stains
at the back of the driver’s seat.
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Man posing as railway officer dupes many

GHAZIABAD: A man was
arrested from Masuri on
Saturday for allegedly posing
as an assistant vigilance officer
with the Indian Railways and
duping several people on the
pretext of giving them jobs. A
fake letterhead and stamp of
the railways have been
recovered from the accused.
SHO (Masuri) Umesh Panwar
said that Raj Kumar Sharma,
aresident of Faridabad Sector
22, has been arrested.
Santram Yadav, a resident of
Dev Heights of Dasna, is an
ex-armyman. He had met Raj
Kumar a few months back,
and the latter introduced
himself as an assistant

vigilance officer of the railway.
During the conversation, he
talked about getting the job of
ticket collector for Santram’
son Sardara. In March,
Santram gave him Rs 2.5 lakh,
after which the accused sent a
letter having stamp of Indian
Railways directing Sardara to
get his medical done at Baroda
House, which houses zonal
headquarters of Northern
Railways.  Here  his
accomplices got Sardara’s
medical done near Baroda
House. According to Santram,
Sharma kept postponing the
joining on the pretext of the
lockdown first and then sent
some questionnaire and said

Screening ‘on war footing’ in containment zones

GHAZIABAD: In view of
the increasing Covid cases
in the state, the UP
government has decided to
conduct a special
surveillance campaign on a
“war footing” for containing
the spread of the virus. In
the first phase, this campaign
will be carried out in all six
districts of Meerut division,
including Ghaziabad,
Gautam Budh Nagar and
Meerut, between July 2 and
July 12. The development
comes a day after the UP
government appointed nodal
officers for six districts
under Meerut division for
Covid. While Narendra
Bhooshan would continue to

spearhead Covid fight in
Gautam Budh Nagar, IAS
officer Santhil Pandian C has
been brought in as the nodal
officer for Ghaziabad.
According to the chief
secretary’s order on Monday,
the health departments and
the district administrations of
Ghaziabad and Gautam Budh
Nagar will have to ensure
1,000 tests through RT-PCR
method and 3,000 tests
through rapid antigen kits
daily. For Meerut, a target of
1000 RT-PCR tests and
2,000 antigen has been fixed,
while Bulandshahr, Baghpat
and Hapur each will conduct
600 RT-PCR tests and 1,000
antigen tests daily.
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these questions would come in
an examination. Santram
sensed something was amiss
and inquired about Sharma. To
his utter shock, he found that
Sharma had gone to jail from
Faridabad on similar charges of
forgery. Apart from Santram,
the accused had cheated other
persons in Masuri and Hapur.
According to the police, the
accused also gave cheques to
people saying that if they do
not get the job, then they can
fill the amount and deposit
them in the bank account. In
this way, he won the trust of
the people. A fake Identity card
of the railway has also been
found from the accused.

Ghaziabad cops form anti-drug cell

GHAZIABAD: The police in
Ghaziabad have decided to set
up an anti-narcotics cell to rein
in the menace of drug rackets
that have spread their
tentacles across the district. An
inspector-level officer and
three other cops would be part
of this cell. Wearing civvies,
they would fan out in areas that
are notorious for drug peddling
and arrest those involved with
supplying narcotics. Sources
said several pockets in Vijay
Nagar had recently become
“hotbeds” of the drug trade
and the menace was
increasingly spreading among
college-going students.
Kalanidhi Naithani, the

Ghaziabad SSP, said the anti-
narcotic cell would be aided by
the cyber cell, SWAT team and
surveillance agencies. “The
review of the anti-drug cell will
be done every month. [ will do
that myself,” Naithani added.
Sources in the police said those
found involved in drug peddling
would be booked under the
NDPS Act. The cops may also
consider slapping the Gangster
Act on a case-to-case basis.
“The cell will have to tackle drug
menace in a holistic manner
through enforcement, education,
engagement and liaison with
differentagencies, both civil and
police, at different levels,” an
officer said.

Ghaziabad ice cream factories face Covid heat

GHAZIABAD: The city'sice
cream industry has gone into
meltdown because of the
pandemic. Only five of the 16
ice cream factories have started
operating. And with a large part
of'the season already gone, ice
cream makers now say that
they are now facing a double
whammy - declining demand and
shortage of workers. According
to the Ghaziabad Ice Cream
Association, the demand has
gone down as many people are
avoiding cold food for Covid fear.
Moreover, about 900 migrant
workers from Bihar, who were
employed in the industry have
returned to their homes during
the lockdown. "There are big
industries like Lakshmi ice
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cream, Red and Yellow ice
cream which do annual business
of about Rs 2 crore, while
smaller brands up to Rs 10 lakh,"
said Vijay Duggal, a member of
the association. Ghaziabad's ice
cream factories, medium and
big, get business of about Rs 5
crore annually. "The demand
for ice cream goes up every
summer that's from March to
July - sale peaks and accounts
for 75% of the annual business.
The demand declines during the
rainy season. But this year, we
hardly had any business. The
declining demand is due to the
spread of misinformation on
social media regarding
consumption of ice cream," he
added. Most local firms

manufacture all sorts of ice
cream, including bars, cones
and cups in different flavours.
The shortage of workers has
also left the companies with
production and distribution
problems. "Some 900 workers,
mostly from Bihar, employed in
ice cream factories across the
district have left for theirhome
states during the lockdown. As
aresult, of the 16 factories, as
many as 11 are closed. These
factories are mostly labour-
intensive," Duggal said. Mohit
Miittal, who owns Dairy Plusice
cream factory on Meerut Road
industrial area, said he was left
with no other option but to close
his plant due to shortage of
workers.
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