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Two more test positive for
corona in UP, count...
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Savings drying up, we could die
of hunger, say migrant labourers

Ghaziabad: With a lockdown
ensuring all industries are
closed, migrant labourers
working in construction sector
in Noida and Ghaziabad are in
despair. Confined to their
make-shift homes in colonies
built around construction sites,
their savings are drying up and
there is no prospect of income
in sight in the foreseeable
future. They say that with
movement restricted and no
word from administration about
alleviating them from their
plight, their families are staring
at hunger. “We are actually
faced with a situation where
our families could go hungry if
situation prevails for few more

days. Our savings are getting
used up and there are not many
options left for us,” said Vidyut
Rao, 25, a labourer who lives
with his wife and two children
in a tin shade at a construction
site in Noida Sector 135. “I
can’t go back to our home town
as trains are not running,” said
Rao, who hails from West
Bengal. A few houses away,
Amjad Ali, 30, also has a family
of four that depends on his daily
earnings. “We use small LPG
cylinders and every week, it
requires refilling that is done at
a local shop. With movement
restricted and no money, it
would be difficult for us to
continue this way.”
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EDITORIAL

The reign of Shivraj: On
Chouhan's fourth term as CM

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, who was sworn in as the Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh on Monday night, proved his majority in
the Assembly on Tuesday. This is his fourth term as Chief
Minister. After three consecutive terms, he had lost the
election in 2018. He mustered the support of 112 MLAs
for the trust vote which was hurriedly organised overnight
and was missed by 92 Congress MLAs and two
independents. Two BSP MLAs, one of the SP, and two
independents who were earlier supporting the Congress
government that collapsed last week, voted in favour of
the trust vote. Mr. Chouhan has said his government’s
immediate focus would be in tackling the coronavirus crisis
that is testing the capacity and will of the State. He has
also asked all ML As to leave for their constituencies and
take the lead in managing the crisis. The downfall of the
Congress government was engineered by the resignation
of 22 of its MLAs. These and two more seats in the 230-
strong State Assembly remain vacant. The actual strength
of the government will be tested in and after the by-
elections to these seats. It is a different question whether
the Congress can regroup itself and challenge the
government.

With the return of the BJP government in M.P., the political
turn in the State in 2018 has been proven short-lived. The
party had faced a setback in M.P., Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh where it lost power to the Congress before
bouncing back in the 2019 Lok Sabha election. The Congress
could not sustain its gains, and has now ended up losing a
government. But it goes beyond that and shows the party
as a weak challenger to the BJP. To begin with, the
Congress victory was nebulous and narrow in M.P., and its
fortunes were compromised by debilitating factionalism
within. It cannot be a viable political alternative to the BJP
unless it gets imaginative in building sustainable and strong
social and class coalitions. In places where it has done so,
the party has been effective in elections and governance,
including in neighbouring Chhattisgarh. The exit of
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who has since joined the BJP, could
actually be used as an opportunity by the Congress to
promote better rooted leaders from diverse social
backgrounds, stepping beyond dilapidating feudal fortresses.
The BJP in the State will also need to achieve a new
equilibrium, now disrupted with the entry of Mr. Scindia.
Mr. Chouhan has emerged as a strong leader, but there are
others waiting in the wings too. The change of guard in
M.P. will unsettle existing equations in both the parties,
beyond State boundaries.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Two more test positive for corona
in UP, count rise to 35: Official

LUCKNOW: Two more
persons have tested positive
for coronavirus infection,
taking the number of virus
afflicted cases in the state to
35, but 11 of them have been
cured, a top official said on
Tuesday. "Two fresh cases,
one each from Shamli and
Noida, were found positive for
coronavirus on Tuesday. The
total number of cases have
now reached 35," Principal
Secretary (Medical and
Health) Amit Mohan told
reporters here. He said of the
35 cases, 11 infected people,
however, have been cured and
discharged from hospitals,

All doors shut for 9-
year-old dog as
owner tests positive

NOIDA: All doors have shut
on Jenny, a nine-year-old
Labrador, who was rescued on
Tuesday by an animal welfare
organisation from Patwari
village. Jenny was initially
handed over to his walker Rajiv
Yadav by it's owner before he
gotadmitted to a Greater Noida
hospital after testing positive for
Covid-19. After Rajiv refused
to keep the dog at home fearing
spread of infection, members of
People for Animals, Greater
Noida, rescued her. The
rescuers were promised a
vacant sanitisation centre to
house the dog in the morning,
but refused in the afternoon.

bring the count down to 24.
Those cured include seven
from Agra, two from
Ghaziabad and one each from
Lucknow and Noida, said Amit
Mohan, adding conditions of
others, undergoing treatment,
are stable. Elaborating on the
arrangements in the UP
hospitals to treat suspected
cases, the officer said the state
presently has 2,800 isolation
beds and the number will soon
be increased to over 11,000.
"The chief minister has
directed to start 200 beds each
in 51 medical colleges,
including the private and
government ones.

Greater Noida ties up
with ITC for deliveries

Greater Noida: The
lockdown to check the spread
of Covid-19 extended, the
Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority
(GNIDA) has engaged ITC to
supply daily necessities to its
residents from Wednesday.
Only office-bearers of RWAs
and AOAs are authorised to
place orders. “Each society
will share the list of items on a
letterhead. Credentials will be
verified and rationing of items
will be done in keeping with the
number of families. We are
working with ITC executives,”
said an official involved in the
process.

11 abandoned pets rescued in Ghaziabad

NOIDA: All doors have shut
on Jenny, a nine-year-old
labrador, who was rescued on
Tuesday by an animal welfare
organisation from Patwari
village. Jenny was initially
handed over to her walker
Rajiv Yadav by her owner
before he got admitted to a
Greater Noida hospital after
testing positive for Covid-19.
And after Rajiv refused to keep
the dog at home fearing spread
of infection, members of
People for Animals, Greater
Noida, rescued her. The
rescuers were promised a
vacant sanitisation centre to
house the dog in the morning,
but refused in the afternoon.

They have sanitised the dog
and housed it in their shelter.
“We reached out to the district
administration, the chief
veterinary officer, SPCA but
nobody wanted to take the dog
in, so we finally came back
with it to our shelter and made
separate and special
arrangements for it. We have
washed and sanitised it,”
Kaveri Bhardwaj, People for
Animals, Greater Noida, said.
In the morning, Noida Authority
veterinarian Prem Chand had
sanctioned a vacant sterilisation
centre for the dog. But in the
afternoon, he backed out,
following a decision by GNIDA
CEO Narendra Bhooshan.

In Noida too, you’ll need curfew passes to move

Noida/Ghaziabad: The
Gautam Budh Nagar
administration will issue passes
to those associated with
essential services and have to
leave homes during the
lockdown period, a day after
Delhi introduced a similar
measure. The Noida police
have provided a link on their
website for the passes to be
generated online. A resident
who wants a pass issued has
to upload personal information,
such as name, address and
contact number, along with a
copy of his photo ID. Services
that are exempt from the
lockdown restrictions include
telephone, Internet, data centre,
network, IT and call centres.

Doctors flooded with calls
on Covid-19 symptoms

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD:
From skin rash, diarrhoea to
anxiety disorder, people
suffering from all sorts of
ailments are calling up doctors
across the city and asking them
whether these are symptoms of
Covid-19. However, the number
of patients visiting clinics has
come down drastically. In
Gautam Budh Nagar, though the
number of patients has
decreased in government
hospitals and private clinics,
general physicians are only
dealing with fever flu cases.
They are also receiving anxiety
calls for palpitations, respiratory
disorders and panic attacks from

patients who suspect they have
the novel coronavirus. “Many
patients are calling to say they
have palpitation and anxiety
attack suspecting themselves of
carrying coronavirus. We deal
with them by apprising them
about specific symptoms
related to Covid-19 virus and
treating their anxiety attacks.
Though the number of patients
have come down, patients for
fever, cold are still coming,” said
Dr Ajay Agarwal from sector
62. But these are only for
routine, long-term patients
whose history the concerned
general physician (GP) is
aware of.

Apart from these, journalists
and those associated with
media will also be issued passes
to commute. DCP (zone 1)
Sankalp Sharma said they had
asked IT firms to share a list of
employees who would report to
office every day. “The list will
help us in verifying the
applicants. The passes will be
issued only after that,” he said.
The officer said as of now, only
those with personal vehicles
were being allowed to travel to
other cities. “Those who have
genuine reasons like buying
grocery or medicines are
allowed to commute in their
personal vehicles without any
pass. But they can be stopped
and asked for the purpose of

1,000 Ghaziabad
families chant mantra
to stop pandemic
GHAZIABAD: As people
across the country stayed home
on Sunday to observe the
nationwide ‘janta curfew’, and
blew conch shells and sounded
the bells in large numbers exactly
at Spm, residents in several
societies of Crossings Republik
went a step ahead and chanted
the ‘Mahamrityunjaya Mantra’ in
chorus. The sacred utterance is
believed to assure longevity, ward
offthe evil, and prevent calamities
and untimely deaths, the residents
said. At4pm, they connected their
phones or music systems with
stereo speakers through Bluetooth
and played the mantra across the
residential blocks.

their travel,” Sharma said. The
district administration has
decided to provide a month’s
ration free to daily wage
labourers and is also exploring
options to compensate auto
drivers and rickshaw pullers for
the loss they have been
incurring. The Noida auto-
rickshaw association had
written to DM for relief. “We
have set up a control room that
will have an official each from
the revenue, health, supply and
police departments to monitor
all kinds of queries and
complaints. We have been
monitoring the supply and stock
of essential commodities on a
daily basis,” said BN Singh, the
district magistrate. The

Ghaziabad administration has
listed four helpline numbers for
residents to report suspected
cases — 8826797248,
9910426347,0120-2965798 and
0120-2965799. “Senior
administrative and police
officials will ensure full
compliance of the lockdown. |
have also written to the SSP to
ensure that people and vehicles
associated with essential
services are not stopped. After
verifying their credentials, police
should allow them to pass,”
district magistrate Ajay Shankar
Pandey said. Ghaziabad SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani said he had
ordered all SHOs to prepare a
list of essential shops along with
their phone numbers.

OPDs closed, patients flock to special
clinics at government hospitals

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD: On
the first day of the lockdown,
with OPD services suspended
at government hospitals in
Ghaziabad and Noida, the
fever clinics and emergency
wards are being flooded with
patients coming with
“coronavirus like” symptoms.
Some hospitals have even
claimed that their medical staff
has been subjected to
harassment from paranoid
patients. Till 2 pm on Monday,
around 167 people turned up
at the fever clinic in District
Combined Hospital in
Ghaziabad complaining of
“coronavirus like” symptoms.

Barring one suspected patient,
all of them were suffering from
seasonal cold and fever. On
Saturday, there were 94 people
at this centre which was set
up last week. Similarly, at the
MMG District Hospital,
around 200 people came to
seek medical advice. A patient
suffering from stomach ache
and his relatives created a
ruckus and damaged the
hospital's property inside the
coronavirus helpdesk when the
staff asked him to wait for his
turn. They were later reported
to the local police station. The
motive of suspending the
OPDs was this only.
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Disinfect surfaces

around your
home and work

Rotary

R.l District - 3012 &7

Rotar (

ROTARY
CONNECTS
THE WORLD

2019-20

]

COUGH

WASH YOUR
HANDS OFTEN

ROTARY CLUB OF INDIRAPURAM GALORE

CORONA VIRUS SAFETY covip-19
Do not panic unnecessarily...
Do not spread rumours...

Symptoms of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)

e 9

HIGHFEVER

Prevention of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)

a = @ ¢

WEAR A
FACE MASK

HEADACHE

AVOID CONTACT
WITH SICK PEOPLE

SORE THROAT

ALWAYS COVER YOUR
COUGH OR SNEEZE
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