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Friend killed contractor
for failing to pay...
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Ghaziabad police chief
wants list of top 50 criminals

GHAZIABAD: The SSP has
directed senior police officers
to identify “top 50 criminals”
active in the district so that
further stringent action like the
opening of history sheets or
imposition of Gangster Act can
be initiated against them. SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani said, “Senior
officers like SP (crime), SP
(city) and SP (rural) have been
directed to identify top 50
criminals and take necessary
action against them. For action
against others, the responsibility
is given to circle officers and

SHOs.” Recently, following the
SSP’s order, a list of 780
gangsters belonging to 179
gangs, and other criminals
involved in 9,461 cases of
robbery, sale of narcotics, etc
has been prepared after
compiling the data from all
police stations in the district.
Each police station has been
provided with a booklet to fill
details of these criminals in a
prescribed format.
Simultaneously, a verification
drive will be conducted to know
their present status.
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EDITORIAL

Talking of Kashmir: on China raising
Kashmir issue again at UNSC

For the second time since the government’s decision on
Article 370 in August last year, China raised the issue of
Kashmir at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
on Wednesday, prompting a protest from New Delhi. In its
response, the government said that Beijing should “refrain”
from bringing a bilateral issue into the UNSC, and accused
China of working at Pakistan’s behest. New Delhi’s
response also pointed to the “overwhelming majority” of
Security Council members being opposed to the Chinese
reference on conditions in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K),
which resulted in a lack of consensus for any kind of
statement at the end of the meeting. India’s case rests on
the 1972 Shimla accord, where India and Pakistan agreed
to resolve the Kashmir issue bilaterally. China’s repeated
raising of Kashmir since last August, which includes an
aborted attempt in December, is unconstructive and will
impact the India-China bilateral relationship if it continues.
It is also unlikely to push the government, which has already
defied several international calls from friendly countries,
into lifting restrictions or rolling back its measures in
Kashmir. Given that New Delhi has refrained from raising
similar issues over Tibet, Xinjiang or Hong Kong, it is unfair
on the part of Beijing to take its concerns to the international
stage, especially since President Xi Jinping didn’t officially
raise such concerns while visiting India in October.

While China’s move may be unwarranted, it is yet another
reason for New Delhi to take heed of the continuing and
unprecedented criticism of its actions in Kashmir. Prior to
August, the last time Kashmir was raised at the UNSC
format was in 1971; it has since been raised twice within a
period of five months. China may have found no takers for
a statement, but the fact that it was allowed to raise the
issue at the UNSC cannot be brushed away. Nor can India
maintain the duality of insisting, on the one hand, that
Kashmir is a bilateral issue and, on the other hand, rejecting
all bilateral talks with Pakistan. At some point, the
government must push for normalisation of ties with
Pakistan as well as for the lifting of restrictions in Jammu
and Kashmir. In the past few days, it seems the government
has decided to review some of its decisions taken in August:
it has released political prisoners and restored 2G
connectivity to select places; it has also taken one group of
envoys to Srinagar and Jammu, and is making plans for 36
Cabinet Ministers, who have not visited the region yet, to
travel there. These measures, however, must not come in
dribs and drabs, but must be comprehensive. Only when
all communications are restored, all political prisoners freed
and added security restrictions removed can the real task
ofhealing in J&K even begin.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Friend Kkilled contractor for failing to pay Rs 1 lakh, arrested

GHAZIABAD: The city
police arrested a Hapur
resident on Wednesday for
allegedly killing his Ghaziabad-
based friend on January 4 as
he did not return Rs 1.2 lakh.
The deceased, Pawan Sharma,
who was a government
contractor in Delhi’s GB Pant
Hospital, had been missing
since January 4. Two days
later, his body was found by
Simbhaoli police in Hapur and
cremated by the cops there as
they could not identify him.
Police said Sharma (45) owed
Rs 1.2 lakh to Gajendra, who
worked as an agent of
ayurvedic medicine. Both men
were also involved in betting

and gambling, police said.
Ghaziabad SP (city) Manish
Kumar Mishra said, “During
questioning, Gajendra told
police he met Sharma at a
place called Boriwale Baba
near Anand Vihar railway
station. Since then, the two
became friends. Sharma used
to take some ayurvedic
medicines from Gajendra and
the latter started coming to his
house in Balaji Enclave in
Govindpuram to deliver the
medicines.” The police officer
said Sharma had once asked
Gajendra to put some money
in gambling. Initially, when
Gajendra would invest small
amounts, Sharma paid him

Get set, go: Age no bar at this
Greater Noida marathon

Greater Noida: Some ran to
test their endurance, some as
part of their daily fitness
regime. But old and young
alike, 700 people participated
in the Greater Noida mini
marathon on Sunday morning.
The event was hosted by
Bennett University and was
flagged off from the city park
in Alpha sector. The race
started at 10am and ended by
noon. The contest was held in
two categories 2km for senior
citizens and 10km for others,
said Sachin Jain, president of
Bennett University. At the end
of the race, prizes were
handed out to the top three
runners in both the categories.

Jain said, “We are committed
towards academic excellence
at our institute. Through this
initiative, we have achieved a
bond and initiated an
engagement with residents.
This shows our commitment
towards community
development.” The winners
expressed happiness. “It was
a great day for me. [ won the
race and got a prize of Rs
25,000. I will be using this
money for my running
practice,” said Lakashiya
Kashyap, the winner in the
10km category. For Renu
Bohra, the top woman sprinter,
sweating it out on a wintry
morning was difficult.

back a bigger amount.
However, last month, Gajendra
invested Rs 1,200 and won Rs
1.08 lakh. But Sharma did not
return the money. Besides, the
contractor also did not pay him
Rs 12,700 for ayurvedic
medicines he had supplied.
Gajendra further told police that
despite repeated reminders,
Sharma did not pay him back.
So, he decided to kill Sharma.
On January 4, around 10.30am,
Gajendra called Sharma to
Hapur on the pretext of giving
him some medicines. Sharma
left his house two hours later
and met Gajendra near
Sadigpur bypass in Hapur,
where Gajendra allegedly gave

Woman dies,

Sharma some sweets that were
laced with sedatives. After
Sharma lost consciousness,
Gajendra took him to a nearby
ashram, which was owned by
an acquaintance, said the SP
(city). Around 7.15pm that day,
Gajendra took Sharma to a
secluded place near Ganga
canal in Simbhaoli and
allegedly throttled him to death
using a rope. He then pushed
the body into the canal, took
Sharma’s mobile phone with
him and went to Ghaziabad’s
Vijay Nagar on the deceased’s
motorcycle, police said.
Around 10.30pm the same day,
Sharma’s wife, Nidhi, called on
his mobile phone.

cops say 1t’s

accident, kin allege rape

NOIDA: A20-year-old woman
succumbed to injuries allegedly
suffered during an accident on
the Yamuna Expressway on
Friday evening. However, an
FIR for gang rape was
registered by Noida police on
Sunday after the woman’s
family said she had suffered
serious injuries to her private
parts. An autopsy is likely to be
conducted on Monday. Police
said the woman worked as a
helper at a watch manufacturing
unit in Sector 68. On Friday, she
had left for work along with a
female colleague and had told
her family that she would be
back home by 9.30pm. But late

Noida : Cops find Gaurav Chandel’s phone

NOIDA: The special task
force of Noida police has
recovered the mobile phone of
Gaurav Chandel, a senior
executive of a healthcare firm
who was found murdered near
Parthala earlier this month. A
passerby had allegedly picked
up the phone and was tracked
when he switched it on 10
days later. “The man told us
he had picked up the phone
from the road near Parthala
Chowk and kept it switched
off for 10 days. It was on
Thursday that he turned it on
and we tracked him,” said an
STF officer. The investigating
officer added it was unlikely
that the man who picked the

phone had any knowledge
about the murder. The cops
are also probing if organised
gangs of vehicle thieves are
behind the murder of Chandel.
Rajkumar Mishra, DSP at the
STF, said they were scanning
CCTYV footage recorded in
Ghaziabad in which a few men
can be seen driving a Tiago.
“We have identified a few men.
This gang could be behind the
murder because they had
actually stolen the Tiago from
a Ghaziabad resident a few
days earlier,” the officer said.
The cops are probing if groups
like the Ashu or Mirchi gang
are behind the murder. Chirag
Agarwal, owner of the Tiago

car, has filed a complaint at
Kavi Nagar police station,
alleging that the men who had
looted his car had themselves
come in an SUV. They
apparently hit his car from
behind and three men held him
hostage at gunpoint before
dumping him in Kavi Nagar on
January 14 —the same day that
Chandel’s car was found. STF
officers said there were chances
the accused had used Chandel’s
car in the crime. Chandel’s Kia
Seltos was recovered from
Akash Nagar area of
Ghaziabad. It had a FASTag
sticker on the windscreen and
another parking sticker of Gaur
City, where he stayed.

that evening, her father gota call
from his daughter’s colleague,
informing him that she had been
admitted to Kailash Hospital in
Jewar following an accident.
When the woman’s father
reached the hospital, there were
two men and his daughter’s
friend. As her condition
deteriorated, the woman was
referred to GTB Hospital in
Delhi. Doctors at Kailash told
TBC they had treated the
woman “as a case of
accident”.The doctor, however,
said injuries to her private parts
were not examined. “Since it
was a case of accident, it was
treated as such,” he said.

Seen on camera:
Policeman’s fistfight
with toll staffers

GNOIDA: A police sub-
inspector has been seen on
CCTV cameras forcefully
entering a FASTag lane and
fist-fighting with toll officials
at Beel Akbarpur plaza on the
Eastern Peripheral
Expressway (EPE). Police
said they’re trying to identify
the cop on the basis of the
CCTYV footage. The incident
occurred around 7.30 pm on
Friday, when the cop who was
travelling towards Noida in his
car (DL4C AT 0122) entered
the FASTag lane, despite the
vehicle not having the RFID
sticker.
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Ghaziabad police chief

wants list of top 50 criminals

GHAZIABAD: The SSP has
directed senior police officers
to identify “top 50 criminals”
active in the district so that
further stringent action like the
opening of history sheets or
imposition of Gangster Act can
be initiated against them. SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani said,
“Senior officers like SP
(crime), SP (city) and SP
(rural) have been directed to
identify top 50 criminals and
take necessary action against
them. For action against
others, the responsibility is
given to circle officers and
SHOs.” Recently, following

Building’s power infra
comes under safety scanner

NOIDA: The electrical
safety department will
conduct an audit of power
infrastructure at
Shantiniketan building in
Sector 62, where a panel box
linked to a transformer
exploded on Friday and injured
six persons. The power
department will also conduct
an internal inquiry under Amit
Kumar, the executive
engineer (test) at PVVNL.
Both investigations will begin
from Monday. The power
department and authorities at
Shantiniketan building had on
Friday traded charges over
who should be held
accountable for the explosion.

the SSP’s order, a list of 780
gangsters belonging to 179
gangs, and other criminals
involved in 9,461 cases of
robbery, sale of narcotics, etc
has been prepared after
compiling the data from all
police stations in the district.
Each police station has been
provided with a booklet to fill
details of these criminals in a
prescribed format.
Simultaneously, a verification
drive will be conducted to know
their present status. In the next
step, police will open their
history sheets and book them
under more stringent acts.

Special cell to keep eye
on protests & rallies

GHAZIABAD: Under a new
SSP, Ghaziabad police are
reorganising. A separate law and
order cell has been set up in the
district whose primary job,
officials said, is to mobilise forces
in times of need, like protests,
processions or ralllies. Circle
officer (office) Prabhat Kumar
has been made the nodal officer
of this cell, while inspector
Praveen Kumar Sharma will be
its in-charge. Sharma will be
responsible for maintaining the
data of PACs as well as other
police personnel deployed in the
district on a daily basis and
provide adequate forces during
processionsor competitive
exams.

Soon, cops with bodycams
will patrol Ghaziabad streets

GHAZIABAD: The district
police have decided to revive
the beat policing system in the
district. On Friday, the
Ghaziabad SSP increased the
number of beats in Indirapuram
and Masuri to 42 from existing
10 and 20, respectively. Both
police stations have been given
21 bikes each under the new
system. Constables have been
advised to strengthen their
network of informers and
resolve petty crimes in their
areas. They will frequent their
respective areas and send
reports to senior officers.
Soon, beat constables will be
allotted body cameras and

Stalker slits woman’s throat, held

GHAZIABAD: A 24-year-old
man on Friday allegedly slit the
throat of a community health
officer in Sanjay Nagar after he
found out that her relatives were
looking for a suitable match for
her marriage, the police said.
The incident took place at
10.15am on Friday when the
27-year-old woman, Guddi,
along with her two colleagues
was on her way to Combined
Hospital located in Sanjay
Nagar. Sachin, who runs a
welding shop in Gurugram, had
bought a knife for Rs 50 earlier
that day and was waiting for her
on a two-wheeler near Agrasen
Bhavan, they said. When she
came closer to the vehicle, he

Man arrested for wife's murder in GZB

GHAZIABAD: Police have
arrested aman who had allegedly
staged arobbery with an intention
to kill his wife as he was having
an extra-marital affair with his
sister-in-law, officials said here on
Wednesday. The incident had
taken place at a house near
Mewati Chowk of Behta
Hazipur under the Loni police
station on the night intervening
January 11 and 12. SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani said Asif
planned the robbery to kill his
wife due to relations with his
sister-in-law. During
investigation, police monitored
around 100 CCTV footage, the
officer said. He said Asif had
hired three people to eliminate
his wife Samreen (35). "I had

an extra-marital affair with the
younger sister of my wife due
to which I planned to kill my
pregnant wife," Asif reportedly
told police. According to police,
Asif told them that he wanted
to keep his sister-in-law with
him on the pretext of looking
after his one-year-old son
Taimoor, daughter Nameera (7)
and elder son Aatif (12). " had
contacted two quacks--
Ravinder and Sandeep--and
paid them Rs 30,000 to poison
my wife but they failed," Asif
reportedly told police. Later, both
mtroduce Asif'to Sunil, who was
a hardcore criminal and was
imprisoned several times for
committing heinous crimes, police
said.

snatched her mobile phone
following which she slapped
him, said an officer. This
infuriated Sachin after which,
he slit her throat with a knife.
“The accused was nabbed from
the spot. The weapon used in
the commission of the crime
has been recovered from him,”
an officer said. The woman
was immediately admitted to
Yashoda Hospital where she
underwent a surgery. The
doctors said the woman, who
has sustained a deep cut, is out
of danger and has been shifted
to an ICU. Sachin is the
brother-in-law of Guddi’s sister
Pooja, according to the cops.
Her relatives said Sachin has

Minutes after spat,

trucker mows down
youth at EPE toll

GNOIDA: A 26-year-old
man was run over by a truck
whose driver pressed the
accelerator in an attempt to
flee a toll plaza on the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway on
Friday evening. A few
minutes earlier, Ajay Bhati,
who worked with an
automobile company in
Rajasthan, was involved in an
altercation with the truck
driver over rash driving.
When the truck stopped at the
Beel Akbarpur toll, Ajay
encountered the driver, who
stepped on the accelerator
and mowed him down.

been pressuring Guddi for
marriage for the past one and
a half years. She never
responded to his advances, her
relatives told the police officer.
Around two-and-a-half-
months ago, Sachin said he
would marry Guddi at any
cost, said the victim’s
relatives, adding that four
days ago, he had gone to meet
her. Guddi from Baghpat has
been living in the city in a
rented accommodation with
her colleagues in Sanjay
Nagar’s H-block. She is
undergoing training for
community health officers
(nurses) at Combined Hospital
in the same locality.

CUG mobile numbers, officers
said. SSP Kalanidhi Naithani
said though beat policing
system was already existing in
the district, it had not been
strictly enforced. The focus
now is to increase the
presence of cops on the
streets, he added. “A meeting
of circle officers and station
house officers was held on
Thursday to discuss beat
policing. At the meeting, it
was decided to increase the
number of beats. Equipped
with wireless sets, as many as
21 pairs of constables from
each police station will cover
42 beats.

Development work
to gain pace ahead
of panchayat polls

GHAZIABAD: The district
magistrate Ajay Shankar
Pandey on Tuesday appointed
nodal officials for each of the
four blocks of Ghaziabad to
monitor the work keeping in
view the panchayat elections
that are slated to take place by
year end. Out of Rs 82.72
crore allocated to 161 gram
panchayats for carrying out
developmental works in their
respective areas in this fiscal
year, only Rs 27.3 crore has
been spent so far. The
administration has expressed
concern over the slow pace of
work.

Only one underground station
for Ghaziabad’s RRTS corridor

GHAZIABAD: The National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC) has
floated a tender for the
construction of a tunnel on the
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) route between Delhi
and Ghaziabad. The 5.8km-
long tunnel will start ahead of
Anand Vihar station and
terminate near Bharat
Electronics Limited, near
Sahibabad station. It is part of
the 17km priority section of the
corridor from Sahibabad to
Duhai for which NCRTC has
set a March 2023 deadline.
“Work on the underground
tunnelling system will start

shortly as the global tender for
it has been floated,” said
Sudhir Sharma, the chief public
relation officer, NCRTC.
“Unlike tunnels on other metro
corridors, the diameter of the
tunnel here is bigger at 6.5 m,
as it will have the rapid rail
travelling at 100kmph. Along
the 5.8km tunnel, there will be
one station, Anand Vihar,” he
added. The broad parameters
of alignment and station will be
dictated by the NCRTC but it
is for the company to decide
on the design and structural
operations that it may wish to
employ while carrying out the
work.
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