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For Noida & GZB residents,
flight ticket to act as pass

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD:
With domestic flights set to
resume services from May 25,
those travelling between the
Delhi airport and Noida or
Ghaziabad will just need to
show their confirmed tickets to
enter or exit the two UP cities.
Late on Friday evening, the
Noida and Ghaziabad
administrations said those
travelling to railway stations, too
would not be stopped at the
borders if they have copies of
confirmed train tickets. “The
government of India has
decided to start operations of
domestic flights from May 25,
2020, and trains from June 1,
2020, for which, online ticketing

is being done. Hence, all the
cops on duty should ensure that
those possessing confirmed air
tickets/railway e-tickets, be
allowed to travel to the airport
or railway station. For this, they
would not require any pass,”
the order by the Noida
administration reads. Though
the order does not mention
anything about those who have
to enter Noida from the IGI
airport or Delhi railway station,
aspokesperson for Noida police
said the same rule would apply
both ways. “People travelling
back from the airport or station
would not any pass if they have
confirmed tickets,” the
spokesperson said.
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EDITORIAL

Working safely: On workplaces
during the pandemic

Opening up economic production from a lockdown, even
partially, when the COVID-19 pandemic has not peaked in
the country poses an extraordinary challenge. Countries
around the world are focusing on making the workplace
safe, and issuing guidelines to help workers return to their
jobs. Reducing the number of people present at any given
time is a universal principle, either through resort to shifts,
or arrangements to enable employees to work from home.
The Union Health Ministry has addressed the issue through
amanual of preventive measures that covers all types of
workplaces and depends heavily on behavioural change,
with some additional requirements for confined spaces such
as offices. Fortunately, the first line of defence against the
novel coronavirus is a set of simple measures that involves
little expenditure: physical distancing of at least one metre,
mandatory use of face masks or cover, frequent hand
washing with soap, respiratory etiquette, sanitising contact
surfaces and self-monitoring of health. These requirements
have by now become familiar to everyone, and employees
need only be nudged into adopting them through persistent
communication, free provisioning of masks and sanitising
materials, and organising office space suitably. Physical
distancing of even one metre, if not the ‘do gaz’ or six feet
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi advocated, does pose
difficulties because of the lack of space and density of
workers in many places. But employers should see the
value of keeping staff attendance at safe levels even within
the legally permitted ceiling, which now extends to 50% in
specified sectors and even in some government offices.
Failure to maintain distancing, more so in a poorly-ventilated,
closed environment, gives the virus a free run, as Chennai’s
wholesale vegetable market showed starkly.

The Centre’s protocol for symptomatic cases at the
workplace, requiring testing, and, where warranted,
quarantining of both the worker and close contacts, and a
two-day closure of offices experiencing an outbreak, should
underscore to employers the importance of prevention.
Responsibility, however, does not devolve entirely on offices
and establishments, and it is imperative for other activities,
such as public transport used by many workers, to meet
COVID-19 requirements. Some institutions are mandating
installation of the Aarogya Setu app by employees returning
to work, when the legal basis of this monitoring mechanism
remains shaky and there are no assured benefits in terms
of health care. At this stage of the pandemic, when a gradual
resumption of economic activity in multiple sectors ranging
from construction to food takeaways is a necessity, the
most feasible interventions at the workplace are voluntary
and those that cost the least. There may still be occasion to
resort to intermittent lockdowns if opening up leads to
mounting cases. A prudent course would be to navigate
the present with a minimalist approach, as the quest for a
medical breakthrough makes progress.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Congress buses wait at border, Roadways bring fleet of 370

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD:
The faceoff between the Yogi
Adityanath government and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
continued on Wednesday. By
the end of the day, not a single
bus hired by the Congress had
managed to leave from NCR.
By Wednesday noon, the
Congress had arranged for
some buses at the Delhi-Noida
border. However, none of
them were allowed to head
towards Expo Mart in Greater
Noida. “Our motive was to
help the migrants. Instead of
allowing our buses to ferry
them, the UP government did
not allow them entry,” GB
Nagar Congress president

Manoj Chaudhary said.
Around the same time, UP
Roadways also parked over
300 buses on DND Flyway.
“Nearly 370 buses have been
provided to the Noida
administration to ferry
migrants,” said assistant
regional roadways manager,
Noida, Anurag Yadav.
Congress workers said they
had sent two buses with
migrants towards Noida, but
police asked them to get off
and board the Roadways buses
instead. Some migrants seated
in the buses said that they
were headed to Pratapgarh in
UP. Following this, party
workers in both districts lodged

Seven clusters identified in
Noida to ramp up screening

NOIDA: The district
administration and the health
department have identified
seven clusters in the city that
have reported a number of
Covid-19 cases and planned
intensive surveillance and
sanitisation drives for those
areas. Medical camps have
been set up at these places to
encourage everyone to visit
doctors who screen residents
for influenza-like illness (ILI)
symptoms. Officials said that
a separate health strategy has
been formulated for the the
seven areas to ensure that a
Khoda-like situation can be
avoided in Noida. Khoda, in

Ghaziabad, has emerged as a
cluster reporting around 30
Covid-19 cases so far. In
Noida, the seven areas are
four JJ Colony clusters
(sectors 5, 8, 9 and 10)
Mamura near Sector 66,
Harola near Sector 5 and
Nagla Charandas in Phase 2
of Noida. The list, however,
does not include Sector 30 and
Nithari in Sector 31, both of
which have reported a number
of cases. Most of the cases in
these two places have been
traced to healthcare workers.
“The challenge in these seven
areas is that social distancing
is very difficult.

a protest with the local
administrations, which said
they were well-equipped to
send migrant workers home,
whether help was provided or
not. “Irrespective of any
external support, we continued
to send migrants to their
hometowns via buses and
trains,” said GB Nagar chief
development officer and nodal
officer for coordination with
Congress, Anil Kumar Singh.
In Ghaziabad, AK Singh, the
regional transport manager,
said, “We don’t need any
buses. We have over 400
Roadways and 600 private
buses. They are sufficient to
transport workers. Help was

needed a week ago but nobody
came forward at that time.”
Most of the Roadways buses
were sent back to the
Botanical Garden metro
station bus depot in the
evening. Congress workers
claimed they had been
deployed only as a show of
strength, not for the purpose of
helping anyone. While most of
the workers dispersed, a
handful of them stayed back,
saying they would camp
towards the Delhi end of DND
Flyway till they received word
from senior leaders.
Meanwhile, Congress workers
as well as the bus owner faced
police action.

Court hearings resume via video conference

NOIDA: After a 2-month-
long hiatus, courts in Noida
resumed hearings on Friday.
Judges hearing the cases and
lawyers arguing them sat in
different rooms and the
proceedings took place via
video conference. Similar
proceedings will take on
Monday and Tuesday next
week. The Allahabad high
court is expected to come out
with a ruling on functioning of
courts sometime next week,
following which the schedule
of the next few weeks would
be decided for the city courts.
At present, courts in Noida are
only taking up bail applications
for hearing. Lawyers
associated with cases need to

send their applications by email
before noon and they would be
taken up for hearing on the
subsequent date. According to
anotice issued by the district
legal services, only four
lawyers would be allowed to
enter the court library at a time.
The magistrate would be
seated in another room and
hear the applications through
video conference. A circular
issued by the district legal
services says courts of the
chief judicial magistrate,
additional chief judicial
magistrate (I), additional
district and sessions judge
(Pocso Act) and additional
district and sessions judge (I)
will function on Monday.

GNoida : Four schools waive fee for four months

GREATER NOIDA: As
many as four private schools in
Greater Noida’s Rabupura and
Dadri have decided to waive
the tuitions fee for March to
June. These are primary
schools that teach classes
Nursery to Class VIII and are
affiliated to state and CBSE
boards. The schools are Adarsh
Bal Niketan, Maa Sarashwati
Shishu Mandir, Singh Public
School, Falenda village,
Rabupura and LS Memorial
School in Badpura, Dadri.
Around 400 students are
enrolled in each of these schools
that have 10-15 teachers each.
The monthly fee is between Rs
300 and 1,500. Asked what
prompted the management to

take the decision, Rohtash
Singh, the principal of Singh
Public school, said he was
extremely disturbed to see that
people were taking their
children out of schools because
they were unable to pay fee.
“Of'the 600 students enrolled
i my school, 70%have farming
background. The rest depend
on some odd jobs or are daily
wage earners. | saw a lot of
them struggling to even survive,
forget education,” he said.
“This is how I think I am helping
them.” He said that they will
decide on what to do after June
depending on the situation. The
decision has been welcomed by
parents and some even asked
the managements of big private

schools in Noida to take note.
“If such small schools with so
less to earn can do it then why
can’tthey?,” a Noida resident
said in a tweet. Sumit Gaur, an
Uber driver whose two children
study in Maa Saraswati Shishu
Mandir said: “I had no idea
about how I was going to pay
their fees, as we are hardly able
to make our ends meet. At this
time, the school taking the
responsibility of my kids’
education is an extraordinary
thing to do. I am indebted to
them.” Rajkumar, a security
guard from Falenda village who
works in the factory that was
shut for months and resumed
work just a few back, said his
salary for March has not come

inyet. “I thought I will have to
stop my daughters’ education.
They are seventh and eighth
grades at Adarsh Bal Niketan.
But it turned out that school
management was there to
save us,” he said. Asked
about virtual classes principal
Dinesh Kumar Sharma said:
“Students call or text me or
the teachers from someone’s
phone and we give them
tuitions.” One principal,
however, said he got threats.
“I got at least five calls from
two schools in Haryana and
Madhya Pradesh after | made
the announcement,” said Ankit
Bhati, manager, LS Memorial
School. He has lodged a police
complaint.
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Lockdown Guidelines: Ghaziabad
rules to be uniform with Delhi, Noida?

GHAZIABAD: Anotification
issued by principal secretary
Amit Mohan Prasad has put
Ghaziabad’s city area back in
the red zone along with Agra,
Meerut, Kanpur city and
Noida. The parameters to
decide which district is
classified under which zone
have also been laid down in the
notification number of active
cases, number of active cases
per lakh population, doubling
rate (the time it takes for the
number of cases to double),
case fatality rate (the number
of deaths as a ratio of the
number of cases), testing ratio
(number of tests per lakh

2 more cases from
Oppo, 7 others take
Noida tally past 300

NOIDA: Five more
employees of mobile
manufacturing unit Oppo
tested positive for Covid-19 on
Thursday, of whom two are
from Greater Noida. This
takes the company’s Covid
tally to 11. In Noida, seven
other cases were reported on
Thursday, taking the district’s
count to 302. Apart from the
two in Greater Noida a 20-
year-old man from Kasna and
a 28-year-old man from
Habibpur Sutyana village the
three others from the
company were cross-notified,
one to Mathura and two to
Bihar.

population) and sample
positivity rate (number of
samples that tested positive in
comparison with the total
number of samples tested).
The change in Ghaziabad’s
colour-coding will have an
impact on the easing of
existing regulations that is
expected on Friday. Districts
with no case for 21 days will
be considered green zones. In
Ghaziabad, the number of
cases has nearly tripled in the
past 21 days. It had been
declared an orange zone by
the Centre on April 30 it had
66 cases then, of which 19
were active.

No permit needed for  § more test Covid-19 positive
in Noida, tally reaches 307

construction in Noida

NOIDA: The Noida
Authority on Thursday
said that no permission will
be needed to carry out
construction activities in
the city. No work, however,
can be carried out on
construction sites that are
located within containment
zones, where people are
under observation, officials
said. The chief executive
officer of Noida Authority,
Ritu Maheshwari said that
following social distancing
norms would be essential
at the construction sites
and sanitisation would
have to be carried out at
all places.

NOIDA: Five cases were
reported in Noida on Friday,
taking the district’s Covid count
to 307. The patients included a
23-year-old man from Gaur
City I, who is an employee of
the media organisation from
where 32 cases have been
reported so far. More than 70
employees of the media group,
who have been exhibiting
symptoms of the virus, have
been tested, but their reports
are still awaited. Officials said
over 200 employees have been
screened over the past two
days and 48 have been sent to
various quarantine centres. A
health department team visited

After 2 months, glimpses of a usual day in Noida

NOIDA: For the first time in
two months, the city’s streets
looked lively on Thursday. Still
far from a regular weekday in
Noida but as people came out
of their homes to take their
long awaited walks,
shopkeepers at Atta Market
drew up their shutters and
wiped clean dust-coated
mannequins, and autos came
out to pick up passengers
again, the city got a glmpse of
of'its usual self. But the mask-
covered faces and lone
passengers on three-wheelers
were also instant reminders of
what the new normal would be
on the day Noida opened up
for business to this extent for

Man tests positive after committing suicide

PATNA: A 30-year-old
migrant worker, who had
hanged himself at a quarantine
centre in Hajipur late on
Wednesday evening, has
tested positive for Covid19. He
had returned from Noida on
May 18. “The test report of
the migrant worker reached the
district headquarters on
Thursday moming. The sample
was sent to NMCH, Patna, for
test. He was in depression for
being quarantined for the
second time,” said Vaishali civil
surgeon Dr Indradev Ranjan,
adding, he was in quarantine
ata government hostel for girls
near Dighi at Hajipur. The
deceased was reportedly
quarantined in Delhi as well.

The deceased had reached his
native village in Vaishali district
from Noida on May 18 and
was quarantined at Belsar
Bazar from where he was
shifted to Hajipur after he
complained of cough and fever.
At the quarantine centre in
Hajipur, he also complained of
chest pain. The youth was kept
in isolation at the quarantine
centre after his condition
deteriorated on Tuesday. But
around 5.30 pm on Wednesday
he committed suicide.
However, the victim’s brother,
Rakesh Kumar, claimed that
his brother looked fine when
he had visited the quarantine
centre earlier in the day to
being him home cooked food.

the first time since March 24
when the lockdown was first
enforced. Rosie Arora, a
resident of Sector 50, was
among the first to taste the new
freedom to exercise outdoors.
“Due to the lockdown, I missed
my daily morning walks and
evening strolls for the past two
months. My daily routine
completely went out of track.
Now, I feel a bit relaxed,” said
Rosie, who was out for a walk
in the society’s park.
“Spending time outdoors helps
reduce stress,” she added.
Some residents felt they were
reaping the rewards of the
sacrifices they have made in
the past two months, but

Station used for shramik
trains struggles with
infrastructure

Noida: After making it to the
railway station in hope of getting
on board a homeward bound
train, migrant workers find one
more challenge in the final lap
getting to the train after
crossing tracks. The little-used
Dankaur station is where
workers who mean to get home
to other districts within the state
converge. During the day, it’s
manageable. But at night, just
getting to the train can be a
hazard some trains are across
the tracks. The lights barely
ever function here. “Policemen
sometimes use lights on their
vehicles and even their phones
to guide them to the train,” an
official said.

stressed the need to keep
distance while jogging or
exercising in parks and other
open spaces in societies.
Rajiva Singh, the president of
Noida Federation of
Apartment Owners
Association, said, “There are
definitely ways to reduce the
risk if you follow certain rules
or just plan out your trip to the
park or anywhere. The
caretakers of all public places
like parks also have a role to
play in this — sanitising
benches at parks, equipment in
open gyms and the society
gates. We can also ask walkers
to wear gloves, apart from
masks.”

the office premises on Friday
evening to review sanitisation
and screening work. Among the
other patients are a father-
daughter duo from Gijhore,
two men, aged 23 and 36 years,
from Sector 4 in Greater
Noida. The source of infection
for these four cases is
unknown. All four had been
showing symptoms and got
themselves tested at private
labs. Five more persons were
discharged on Friday four from
Sharda Hospital and one from
Child PGI. A total of 214
patients have recovered so far
and the number of active cases
is 88.

Zurich AG asked to begin
work at Jewar airport

GNOIDA: Appointed as the
concessionaire for the Jewar
airport, the Switzerland-based
airport operator, Zurich AG,
has been asked to start
gearing up to set up
international greenfield airport
in Greater Noida. Officials of
Noida International Airport
Limited (NIAL) on
Wednesday forwarded an
email to Zurich AG to inform
them about the latest
development. On May 18, the
Union government had issued
security clearance to Zurich
AG and its directors to set up
an international airport in
Greater Noida off Yamuna
Expressway.

27 containment zones added in
Noida, but sealed areas smaller

NOIDA: The administration on
Wednesday identified 63
containment zones, ajump of 27
areas in a week, and issued fresh
guidelines on the demarcation of
containment zones. The new
rules are in line with the state
government guidelines, released
on Monday. The size of each
containment zone is much
reduced those with one Covid-
19 case will have areas in a
250m radius sealed off while
those with more than one will
have a 500m radius sealed off
with an additional 250m buffer
zone. This, however, will apply
only to urban spaces. The
demarcation of area under

containment in slums and
villages like JJ Colony, Nithari,
Mamura, Nat Mandiya, Bisrakh
and Chauda turned out to be
challenging. “People live in tight,
dense clusters in these areas and
also come in contact with more
people. Shops and common area
are shared by many. It is difficult
to stick to a 250-m or a 500-m
radius if we want to contain the
spread of the disease. In many
places, we have decided to seal
the entire village,” a health
department official said. “Bigger
buffer zones may also be
created in these areas if the
number of cases continues to
rise,” a district official said.
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CORONA VIRUS SAFETY covip-19
Do not panic unnecessarily...
Do not spread rumours...

Symptoms of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)

T @

HIGHFEVER

Prevention of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)
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WEAR A
FACE MASK

HEADACHE

AVOID CONTACT
WITH SICK PEOPLE
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ALWAYS COVER YOUR
COUGH OR SNEEZE
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