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100-bed facility in Ghaziabad
turned into Covid-19 hospital

GHAZIABAD: The health
department has decided to
convert the 100-bed Santosh
hospital, which has been
serving as a quarantine centre
till now, into a Covid (level 2)
hospital. With this, the number
ofbeds in Covid hospitals has
increased to 306. A budget of
Rs 50 lakh has been passed by
the state government in this
regard. “An inspection of the
hospital on the basis of'a 114-
point checklist was done and
the hospital was found fit to
be deemed a level 2 Covid
hospital. After beds are full in
the two government Covid
hospitals (level 1 and level 2),
the patients will be shifted at
this private hospital which has
acquired with its all facilities
and medical staff,” chief

medical officer (CMO), Dr
NK Gupta, said. The other
three Covid hospitals are
located at CHC Muradnagar
(30 beds, level 1), ESI Hospital
in Rajendra Nagar (76 beds,
level 1) and District Combined
Hospital (100 beds, level 2).
“Ghaziabad is probably the
first district in the state to
have so many beds for the
Covid patients. ESI Hospital
is ready and will start
admitting patients who do not
display any symptoms from
Thursday. Symptomatic
patients will be treated as
usual at District Combined
Hospital,” Gupta said. The
district has reported 27 Covid-
19 cases so far and 17
patients are currently being
treated at CHC Muradnagar.
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EDITORIAL

Disastrous decision: On Trump
halting funds to WHO

At atime when the World Health Organisation has been
seeking at least $675 million additional funding for critical
response efforts in countries most in need during the
pandemic, U.S. President Trump has done the unthinkable
— halting funding to WHO while a review is conducted to
assess its “role in severely mismanaging and covering up
the spread of coronavirus” and for “failing to adequately
obtain, vet, and share information in a timely and
transparent fashion”. The decision comes a week after he
first threatened to put funding on hold for the global health
body. At over $500 million, the U.S. is WHO’s biggest
contributor; America is also the worst-affected country —
over 0.6 million cases and nearly 26,000 deaths. But halting
funding at a crucial time will not only impact the functioning
of the global body but also hurt humanity. Many low and
middle-income countries that look up to WHO for guidance
and advice, and even for essentials such as testing kits and
masks, will be badly hit for no fault of theirs. With a little
over two million cases and over 1,27,000 deaths globally,
the pandemic has been unprecedented in scale. When
solidarity and unmitigated support from every member-state
is necessary to win the war against the virus, withholding
funding will not be in the best interest of any country, the
U.S. included. Failures due to oversight or other reasons,
by WHO or member-states can always be looked into but
not in the midst of a pandemic.

Contrary to what Mr. Trump claims, WHO cannot
independently investigate but can only rely on individual
member-states to share information. There has not been
one instance when it has been found “covering up” the
epidemic in China. Rather, it has been continuously urging
countries to aggressively test people exhibiting symptoms
and trace, quarantine and test contacts to contain the spread.
It repeatedly spoke of the window of opportunity, and once
warned that it is narrowing. Historically, WHO has been
against travel and trade restrictions against countries
experiencing outbreaks, and its position was no different
when, in January, it declared COVID-19 a public health
emergency of international concern. But it did support
China’s large-scale mitigation measures to contain the virus
spread. Faulting WHO for imaginary failings cannot help
Mr. Trump wash his hands of many administrative failures
in containing the epidemic. He has been blaming everyone
else for his shortcomings in dealing with COVID-19. But
moving beyond blaming and actually withholding WHO
funding can have disastrous outcomes. If indeed he
fervently believes that the U.S. has been misled, it is China
that he must hold responsible for a delayed alert. Previously,
he praised both China and WHO. Obviously, the change in
line is linked to a desperate bid to hide his own failures.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Noida Corona Hotspots: 28-day quarantine for sealed Noida hotspots

Noida: Going the Kerala way,
Noida and Agra will seal
Covid-19 hotspots for 28 days
— double the quarantine period
recommended by WHO. The
two cities have the highest
number of Covid-19 cases in
the state. “Gautam Budh Nagar
and Agra both have high
number of cases. Medical
protocol requires people to be
quarantined for 14 days,
followed by another 14 days of
surveillance. We need to be
sure the chain of transmission
is broken, and that includes
asymptomatic carriers,” said
district magistrate Suhas LY.
On Saturday, two Covid-19
patients who had been

discharged had to be re-
admitted after a third test, on
a sample taken during
discharge, came back positive.
Health officials attributed it to
a possible lab error. Then, in
one sector, a person tested
positive 25 days after the first
case was reported in the area.
“According to the health
department, the maximum
incubation period of the virus
is 28 days,” the DM said. Two
Noida hotspots that reported no
new cases in 28 days — Lotus
Boulevard Espacia (which last
reported a case on March 17)
and Sector 41 (the last reported
case was on March 18) —will
not be sealed any more. Two

61 quarantined after Tablighi Jamaat
workers test positive for coronavirus

GREATER NOIDA: Sixty
one people form eight families
were quarantined on Tuesday
night after two of the 10
Tablighi Jamaat members who
were found hiding in
Begumpur village tested
positive for Covid-19. They
had been staying there since
March 17. Police said they got
a tip off on April 9 that the 10
from Maharashtra were
hiding in Begumpur near
Surajpur area of Greater
Noida. Later, they were
quarantined, as they could not
give a valid reason for travel
and their stay. A day later,
police verified their details
with Maharashtra police and

confirmed that they had
attended the gathering. Later,
they told police that they
reached Surajpur on March
17 and stayed at a mosque in
Beta Il police station area. On
March 23, they they moved to
a local household. Rajesh
Kumar Singh, DCP (zone 3),
told TBC that Surajpur police
had lodged a case against 13
persons, including locals Raj
Mohammad and Nazim, and
an imam at the mosque,
named Mohammad Ahmed
and the five couples for hiding
their travel record. “The TJ
workers were quarantined
and the others were home
quarantined,” he said.

other areas — Hyde Park in
Sector 78 (which was clubbed
with Supertech Cape Town in
Sector 74 on the list) and
Sector 30 (which was clubbed
with Sector 37) — have been
removed from the hotspot list.
Noida now has 27 hotspots.
The application of the 28-day
quarantine period for hotspots,
however, would take the
sealing period well beyond
May 3, until which the
nationwide lockdown has been
extended. “I can’t say
anything about sealing beyond
May 3 as of now. We are
working on ways that could
reduce the need for longer
sealing time,” the DM said.

One of the ways would be to
widen testing. “Then results
will be faster, more people can
be tested and the transmission
chain will be clearer in less
time. That will make the
process of tracking cases
faster,” he said. To be able to
do that, the district
administration has acquired
10,000 rapid antibody test kits,
recommended by ICMR for
use in cluster containment
zones. “We are waiting for the
guidelines to use them.”
Sampling and testing in sealed
areas has already been
stepped up, as have door-to-
door surveillance and police
presence.

No material or workers to start
construction, say builders

NOIDA: Though the
government has allowed
resumption of construction
activity at non-Covid-19
hotspots from April 20, builders
in Noida have made it clear
that they will not be able to
restart work during the
lockdown as they neither have
raw materials nor workers on
site. “We are not restarting any
construction work unless the
entire supply chain is opened.
This is because given the
current situation, we will not be
able to source raw materials.
It will take time to restart
projects,” Credai (western
UP) vice president Amit Modi
said. Developers also said that

getting labourers to the
construction sites would be
another problem, with the
majority of migrant workers
returning to their homestates
due to the Covid-19 lockdown.
“Only those builders with
labourers on project sites can
restart construction activity.
When it comes to our projects,
we can’t start them because
we need a variety of workers
— carpenters, masons,
plumbers, bar-binders. They
are not available on site,” RK
Arora, president of builders’
body Naredco-UP, said.
Pankaj Bajaj, president of
Credai-NCR, also echoed
Arora’s concerns.

Coronavirus lockdown: Cab drivers’ woes multiply

NEW DELHI: Veer Chand
Nanda, aresident of Karampura
in west Delhi, was hoping for
some relaxations from April 15,
if not the lifting of the national
lockdown. Nanda, who drives a
cab foraliving, isn’t sure how is
he going to sustain his family till
May 3. “Work was already
affected from the beginning of
March and I didn’t have much
savings to look after my family
when the lockdown came into
effect,” the 48-year-old said. “I
took a loan and thought of
working overtime to pay it back.
But with the lockdown extended,
I don’tknow what I'm going to
do. Drivers like me are in very
bad shape at the moment.” A

major worry for most of the
nearly 2.5 lakh drivers working
for app-based aggregators, Uber
and Ola, in Delhi was the
payment of EMIs for their
vehicles. The three-month
moratorium on such payments
offered by banks had brought a
collective sigh of relief, but the
extension of the lockdown
means the cabbies will be out of
work for almost three more
weeks. “We don’t have a
salaried job or can work from
home,” mumbled Rajesh Pal, 35.
“Our livelihood depends on what
we earn every day. Even before
the novel coronavirus outbreak,
drivers were working up to 14
hours daily to put food on the

table. Thankfully, I received
some rations from Delhi
government, but there are other
bills to pay such as my Rs 6,000
rent and water, power and
cooking gas bills.” The
aggregator companies did
extend some financial assistance
to the drivers from the driver
partner relief funds. But
Joginder, 37, who has been
driving with Uber for four years,
said the money he got gave
wasn’t enough. “Our company
gave us Rs 3,000 which has
gone in buying groceries these
past three weeks,” said the
father of two children. “My last
ride was on March 19 and I have
brought in no income since

then.” Jitender Arora, who has
driven for both Ola and Uber for
five years, narrated an equally
dismal tale. “Ola paid us Rs 500
a week for the three weeks of
closure. Even this we will have
to repay later. Uber gave a few
of us Rs 3,000. But these
measures aren’t enough
considering the taxis might not
see a huge demand even after
the lockdown is lifted,” said
Arora. While the Delhi
government is providing a one-
time financial help of Rs 5,000
to drivers of paratransit vehicles
like autorickshaws, only those
holding a public service vehicle
(PSV) badge are eligible for it
—and most cab drivers aren’t.
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Prison mmates supply 75,000
masks to frontline workers

NOIDA/GHAZIABAD:
Pitching in from prison, inmates
of Greater Noida’s Luksar and
Ghaziabad’s Dasna jails have
provided more than 75,000
triple-layer face masks in the
past 10 days for those working
to contain the spread of Covid-
19. The exercise first started
in Ghaziabad on March 16.
While 22 prisoners were
involved with making 50,000
masks at Dasna, about 14
people prepared 25,000 masks
at Luksar. Dasna jail
superintendent Vipin Mishra,
who also has charge of Luksar
jail SP, said that the masks had
already been distributed to

Mother Dairy makes
special arrangement to
supply milk, dairy products
at hotspots in NCR

NEW DELHI: Mother Dairy
on Tuesday said it has made
special arrangements to supply
milk and other dairy products
at 61 hotspots of coronavirus
pandemic across the national
capital region. Mother Dairy is
a leading milk supplier in the
Delhi-NCR with per day sales
of over 30 lakh per litre.
Mother Dairy has deployed 15
vehicles for supply of milk and
other products to 61 hotspots
across Delhi-NCR, the
company said in a statement.
The movement of residents is
restricted and only limited
outsider entry is permitted.

frontline workers. “We have
dispatched boxes containing
masks to health department
employees, police personnel
and administrative officers
who are involved with Covid-
19 prevention work. Masks
have also been distributed at
police lines in the two
districts,” said Mishra. On
April 10, the latest batch of
6,000 masks was handed over
to police personnel deputed on
112 jeeps as well as to
Government Institute
of Medical Sciences (GIMS)
in Greater Noida, where
Covid-19 patients are being
treated.

Two abandoned
pet dogs rescued

GZB: Abandonment of pets
by residents seems to be
emerging as one of the side-
effects of the coronavirus
crisis. Two such abandoned
pet dogs — one German
Shepherd about seven months
old and another mixed breed
pomeranian — were rescued
from two different locations in
Ghaziabad on Wednesday. The
rescuers took both of them to
a shelter run by BJP MP
Maneka Gandhi’s People for
Animals . “We found the
German Shepherd
near Hindon area and the
mixed breed dog near
Vasundhara.

Man shot at for coughing while
playing Ludo in Greater Noida

GREATER NOIDA: A
resident of Dayanagar village in
Greater Noida’s Jarcha was
allegedly shot atby aman when
he coughed in the middle of a
Ludo game on Tuesday night.
Police said that around 9.30pm,
four men were playing Ludo at
Sainthli temple located in the
village when the accused,
Jayveer, was passing through the
spot. “As he walked past, one
of the Ludo player, Prashant,
coughed to which another player
objected and said that it can
spread coronavirus. Later, the
argument was joined by Jayveer
as well,” said Rajesh Kumar
Singh, the DCP of zone 3,

No blood donors, hospitals turn away critical patients

NOIDA: Due to the lockdown,
a shortage of blood donors has
been reported across the city
since blood donation camps
cannot be organised. The
Indian Red Cross reports that
there is about 25% supply but
only in banks, and thus, patients
suffering from thalassemia,
cancer and anaemia who
require fresh blood are being
turned away from hospitals. At
Child PGI, which is dependent
on donors, reports emerged of
some children bleeding in the
absence of transfusion. There
are about 80 children suffering
from thalassemia, 23 cancer
patients and some children with
aplastic anaemia who need
blood transfusion every 15-30

No fresh coronavirus case, nearly
10 lakh people screened so far

NOIDA: Nearly 10 lakh
people have been screened
for coronavirus in Gautam
Buddh Nagar so far, even as
no fresh case of the deadly
virus was reported in the
district on Wednesday,
officials said. So far, 24 of the
80 patients have been cured
and discharged from hospitals,
the Health Department here
stated. On Tuesday, it had put
the number of cured patients
at 25. "No test reports were
received here on Wednesday
but 157 samples were taken
for COVID-19 test. So far,
the number of positive cases
is 80, of which 24 people have
been cured, leaving 56 active

cases," District Surveillance
Officer Sunil Dohare said.
"Total 1,595 samples have
been collected for test so far
in Gautam Buddh Nagar," the
official added. In a statement,
the Health Department said
1,369 people are under
surveillance across Noida
and Greater Noida, while 586
are in institutional quarantine
besides those in hospitals. On
cluster containment activity,
the department said 413
teams have been deployed
for the gathering information
and raising coronavirus-
related awareness in a
concerted door-to-door
campaign.

days, according to Dr Nita
Radhakrishnan, assistant
professor, department of
paediatric haematology-
oncology at the hospital. The
hospital had to turn away fresh
cases of thalassemia. She said
regular donors are not coming
to the hospital even if pick-up
vehicles are provided. “Blood
banks usually organise camps
which is not being held currently
due to social distancing norms
and current lockdown. We send
request to local blood banks, but
majority are running dry,” said
Dr Radhakrishnan. Shrikant
Nirala from the main Red Cross
Blood Bank in Delhi told TBC
that he is getting calls from
hospitals like Lady Hardinge

and GTB every day for blood.
“Earlier, we would get about
200 donors per day. But now,
only around 20 are coming, that
too, mostly with thalassemia
patients. The problem has
compounded as we are unable
to hold camps for donors due
to the lockdown,” said Nirala.
Private hospitals like Apollo,
Metro, Kailash and Fortis have
said they are relying on their
internal blood banks. “We are
doing only emergency
surgeries,” said Dr Prasanta
Borthakur of Metro Heart
Institute, Sector 12. The Rotary
Club blood bank in Nithari, that
provides blood to most of the
hospitals in Noida, is shut and
says only O+ blood is available.

adding that Jayveer and
Prashant knew each other.
“They kept arguing until the
matter escalated. Suddenly,
Jayveer ran to his home, brought
a gun and shot at Prashant. The
bullet hit his left thigh. Later,
Jayveer fled while others rushed
Prashant to Kailash hospital,” he
said The DCP informed TBC
that even though doctors have
removed the bullet, Prashant has
been kept in the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) of the hospital.
Jayveer and his two brothers
Manveer and Yogendra, who
are on the run, have been booked
under IPC Section 307 (attempt
to murder).

Seven new hotspots
in GB Nagar district

GAUTAM BUDDH NAGAR:
As the number of coronavirus
cases continue to rise, the
Gautam Buddh Nagar
administration on Wednesday
has added seven new areas in
the district as hotspots to halt the
spread of the virus. Some of the
new hotspots added include --
Sector 50 Noida, Shatabdi Rail
Vihar Sector 2 Noida, Eldeco
Utopia Sector 93A Noida, Gaur
City 14 Avenue Noida
Extension, ETA-1 Greater
Noida and Kulsera Greater
Noida. As per the order of the
District Magistrate, two areas
have been completely removed
from the list while two others
have been partially removed.

Suicide at quarantine centre days after man was thrashed on Tablighi Jamaat suspicion

GREATER NOIDA: The 25-
year-old man who allegedly
committed suicide at a
quarantine centre in Knowledge
Park on Sunday was beaten up
by a group of villagers three days
ago on the suspicion that he had
participated in the Tablighi
Jamaat and was, therefore, a
Covid carrier. A video was also
made of the attack on him and
circulated. His family claimed
Mohammed Gulzar was walking
through the fields in Ecotech 1
area on April 10 to go to meet
his wife and eight-month-old son
in Mehndipur village. Gulzar,
they said, wasn’t well off and
his wife was living with her
parents. Gulzar, who was
roaming around in dishevelled

clothes after the attack on him,
was taken by a police team to
the quarantine centre at GIMS,
the Covid hospital in Greater
Noida. As he ran a temperature
and coughed a few times, and
there was speculation he might
have attended the Tablighi
congregation in Delhi, a decision
was taken to put him under
quarantine. Sources said Gulzar
would anxiously wait for his test
reports and even threatened to
commit suicide ifhe did not get
to see them soon. On Sunday
morning — hours after he had
been shifted to the isolation
centre at Galgotias University
— he threatened to jump off the
terrace if his reports were not
made available. Around 8pm

that day, he allegedly committed
suicide by jumping from the
seventh floor. His reports came
on Monday. Gulzar had tested
negative for Covid-19. Police
said villagers at Gharbara had
suspected he was part of the
Jamaat because he had avoided
the main road. “A police team
took him to the hospital. The
health department took his
samples for testing and he was
put under quarantine,” said
Rajesh Kumar Singh, DCP
(zone 3). Gulzar’s family,
however, claimed he had a
history of mental illness and had
been undergoing treatment ata
Delhi clinic. On Monday,
Gulzar’s body was handed over
to his family.
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CORONA VIRUS SAFETY covip-19
Do not panic unnecessarily...
Do not spread rumours...

Symptoms of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)
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Prevention of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)

WEAR A
FACE MASK

-2
[

COUGH

6’
e

WASH YOUR
HANDS OFTEN

HEADACHE

AVOID CONTACT
WITH SICK PEOPLE

SORE THROAT

ALWAYS COVER YOUR
COUGH OR SNEEZE

Plot No. 516, Sector-12, Friends Co-operative Society, 1
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad (U.P.) 201012
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