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Gzb hospital to set up
ward for SARI patients

Ghaziabad: The MMG
District Hospital, which has
been receiving about 10
patients with breathing
difficulties on an average
daily, is setting up a 30-bed
dedicated severe acute
respiratory infection (SARI)
ward to deal with such
cases. Initially, the patients
will be provided oxygen
support through a BiPAP
machine, and if the condition
does not improve, with a
ventilator. Their preliminary
Covid test will be done
through the Truenat machine
at the hospital, while a
sample will be sent to Meerut
Medical College for

confirmation. If the patient
tests positive, he or she will
be referred to a Covid
hospital. Till the time the
report comes, the patient will
be kept at the hospital. The
hospital will buy two BiPAP
machines initially and later
increase the number to six.
Two ventilators are already
available. The burns ward is
being converted to treat
SARI patients. According to
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), a SARI
case is defined as one with
acute respiratory infection
with a history of fever and
cough and requiring
hospitalisation.
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EDITORIAL

Look back in relief: On
the migrant labour crisis

The worst may be over for the country’s inter-State
workers. Many have returned home. More may be
accommodated in Shramik trains scheduled to run, and
some, it appears, do not mind staying where they are for
work, now that the ‘unlock’ phase has begun in many parts
of the country. The Supreme Court has fixed a 15-day
deadline for the completion of the process of transporting
all of them back home, besides asking governments across
the country to drop criminal cases against them for violating
the lockdown since it was imposed at short notice on March
25. Pursuing the lockdown violation charge would have
been an exercise in triviality in the face of the desperation
and despair this section of the population faced.
Notwithstanding lingering criticism that the Supreme Court’s
intervention, on its motion, may have come too late, there
ought to be a sense of relief over the improvement in their
situation. Going by official claims by the Centre, as many
as 57.22 lakh migrant workers have returned to their home
towns from the States in which they have been earning a
living. Given the scale of the unprecedented misery millions
of them found themselves in over the last two months, the
idea that both authorities and the courts are making an
effort to ameliorate their living conditions is an undoubted
source of comfort and relief. What stands out in the
response of the Union government to the crisis and to the
myriad voices that raised concern over the tribulations of
such a large section of citizens is the ferocity and bull-
headedness with which it sought to deny the magnitude of
their suffering.

Chastened by open criticism from former members of the
higher judiciary, as well as many senior lawyers and jurists,
the top court has sought to redeem its stature by a series of
directions; as well as by indicating its willingness to go into
all pending issues. As part of its efforts, it made all State
governments file comprehensive affidavits on the action
they had taken to facilitate the return of the workers, provide
them with immediate relief and the arrangements made
for food and water for them during train journeys. It has
further asked the States to spell out their plans for registering
all the workers, their skills, their areas of employment and
the different welfare and employment schemes meant for
them. Several problems remain, not the least of them being
the lapses on the part of the authorities across the country
in dealing with the crisis. The inadequacy of facilities for
registering and identifying those who wished to travel and
the paucity of timely information and effective
communication relating to the movement of trains and their
destinations were other issues. Overall, the Court’s belated
intervention has occasioned a moment of much-needed
introspection for everyone concerned on their responses,
attitudes and shortcomings.

-By Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava
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Hospitals turning away patients: Are too many rules creating hurdles?

Noida: A series of orders
issued by the Noida
administration seems to have
created confusion among
private hospitals on the protocol
to be followed for treatment of
patients, particularly from other
districts and states. Doctors
associated with private hospitals
have said it is this confusion that
has led to several critical
patients being turned away by
healthcare facilities in the past
fortnight. Four of them,
including anewborn, have died
after being allegedly denied
timely treatment. Both
government and private
hospitals have been accused of
negligence in these cases. The

first order on protocols for
hospitals — at a time Covid
cases were rising in the city —
was issued on April 11. The
chief medical officer had not
only asked hospitals to defer
elective surgeries, but insist on
Covid test reports before
admitting a patient. The order,
however, remained silent on
emergency treatment, leading
to confusion about how to deal
with such cases. “It did not
matter if a patient was
undergoing treatment at our
hospital in the past. Ifhe stayed
somewhere else, we had no
option but to refuse them unless
they produced a Covid test

report. Everybody was

EPCA asks Delhi, NCR states to submit
report on Covid-19 biomedical waste

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court-mandated Environment
Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority on
Wednesday asked pollution
control boards of Delhi and
NCR states to furnish
information on Covid-19
biomedical waste generated in
various hospitals and
quarantine centres. In a video
conference, EPCA chairman
Bhure Lal asked the
representatives of Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
and pollution control boards of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan to submit their report
in two to three days. The
reports must contain
information on how much

Covid-19 biomedical waste is
being generated in various
hospitals, quarantine centres
and houses of coronavirus
patients and how it is being
treated, Bhure Lal said. He said
the authority had inspected
some biomedical waste
treatment facilities and hospitals
in Delhi-NCR and compiled
data before the lockdown came
into force on March 25. "The
exercise has resumed and we
have now asked the states to
furnish information related to
Covid-19 biomedical waste too.
They have been asked to submit
their reports within three to four
days," he said. The EPCA is
expected to submit its report to
the Supreme Court next week.

considered an asymptomatic
carrier at that point,” said a
doctor from a prominent
hospital off Vishwakarma
Road. On May 3, the health
department issued another
advisory — this time asking
hospitals to create isolated
fever clinics to treat those
exhibiting virus-like symptoms.
Sources said as this order
wanted private hospitals to
dedicate a portion of the building
for such patients, they found it
convenient to turn away
anybody with even the mildest
of symptoms. Mohita Sharma,
the general secretary of the
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) in Noida, explained the

operational hurdles. “Hospitals
that have multiple buildings and
blocks with separate entry and
exit can create fever or flu
clinics. But the ones operating
out of a single building will find
it difficult to do so. If such
hospitals were to create fever
clinics, the immunity of those
already admitted there may be
compromised. The only
plausible option is increasing the
number of Covid care hospitals.
A clear directive for patients
from other districts will also
help,” he added. The
administration, however,
stressed on the fact that hospitals
cannot deny treatment to any
patient Covid or otherwise.

Noida’s Rs 1300-cr ‘Bike Bot’ ponzi scheme case:
EOW raids 5 UP cities, recovers 178 bike taxis

MEERUT: Uttar Pradesh
Police’s economic offence wing
(EOW) on Monday conducted
raids in five cities of the state
and confiscated at least 178
unused motorcycles as part of
its ongoing probe into an alleged
scam in which bike taxis were
used to float a ponzi scheme
from Greater Noida. A
whopping 2 lakh gullible
investors were cheated across
the country by promoters and a
few employees of the company,
Garvit Innovative Promoters.
The case was transferred to
EOW from police in February
this year. On Monday, the raids
were conducted in Meerut,
Ghaziabad, Muzaffarnagar,
Baghpat and Hapur. “Economic

offence wing conducted the
raids in five districts of Meerut
zone. Our local teams in each
district aided EOW sleuths in
their operation and 178 bikes
registered in the name of Garvit
Innovative Promoters limited
were recovered,” said Rajeev
Sabharwal, additional director
general (Meerut zone). “Based
on the details of the documents
already seized, we zeroed in on
agents of the company in various
districts. Five teams were
formed and raids were
simultaneously conducted in five
districts. We expect to make
more such recoveries in near
future,” said Ramsuresh Yadayv,
additional superintendent of

police (EOW).

Pollution plan without boundaries in National Capital Region

NEW DELHI: The National
Capital Region (NCR) consists
of some of the most polluted
cities in the world with Delhi
often stealing the limelight,
especially during winters when
PM2.5 and PM10 levels cross
10 times the Indian safe
standards. The Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP) rolled out by
Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority (EPCA) every
winter to tackle pollution
applies to the entire NCR.
However, most plans have
largely centered around Delhi,
despite data showing that
Noida, Gurugram, Faridabad
and Ghaziabad are potentially

more polluting. The air quality
monitoring stations across the
capital are also far more than
other more polluting regions.
Coal-based power plants at
Rajghat and Badarpur have
been shut, while industries
have switched to cleaner fuel.
Diesel vehicles, too, cannot be
registered in the capital. In
comparison, the neighbouring
areas still have 11 coal-based
power plants within a 300km
radius of Delhi. Experts
believe that without
considering NCR as an airshed
and ensuring regional
cooperation, Delhi and cities
like Gurugram, Noida,
Ghaziabad and Faridabad
cannot show improvement

alone. A Teri source-
apportionment study in 2018
found that Delhi only
contributed 36% to its own
pollution in winters, with 34%
coming from NCR and the
remaining 30% from outside.
This holds similar for other
NCR cities, which often
receive  transboundary
pollution. Anumita Roy
Chowdhury, executive director,
research and advocacy,
Centre for Science and
Environment, said, while Delhi
has cleaned up its act, the NCR
needs to follow suit, however,
this won’t be possible if states
act individually. “Delhi has
implemented the clean fuel
policy and coal has been

phased out. CNG and petrol
are being given a push,
alongside PNG for industries.
However, this is not the case
with NCR. A large number of
polluting industries are still
functioning across the
neighbouring states, which
means air quality cannot
improve in Delhi if the
surroundings are polluted,”
Roy Chowdhury said. Aarti
Khosla, director, Climate
Trends, an NGO, said an
airshed approach has worked
abroad and was needed across
the Indo-Gangetic plains.
“Tackling it state-wise has its
limitations, especially in a
region where pollution is
widespread,” she added.
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How a video helped this 6-month-old
with tumour get access to treatment

GHAZIABAD: The lockdown
brought untold misery and
suffering to millions in India, but
what pained this migrant daily
wager couple from Loni —
Nazima and Abdul Kareem —
was their inability to get their
six-month-old son treated for a
ball-sized tumour. Baby Ayaan
was born with a tumour on his
back six months ago. The
couple was due to visit RML
Hospital in Delhi three months
ago for their son’s treatment but
couldn’t due to the lockdown.
In the meantime, Their son’s
condition has worsened as the
size of the tumour has grown
and he is unable to even breathe

Greater Noida nod to
projects worth Rs 99 crore;
help desk set up at office

GNOIDA: The Greater
Noida Authority aims at
completing more than 100
infrastructure and civil work in
the city by the end of this
month. The work orders to
improve condition of roads,
signage, rotaries, medians,
streetlights and others would
be commissioned at a cost of
nearly Rs 99 crore, officials
said. “The departments
concerned have been asked to
issue tenders and bids to invite
contractors and vendors help
finish 114 projects hit due to
Covid-19 lockdown, by June
30. The authority has already
floated tenders for 45 work
worth Rs 16.52 crore.

properly. “Ayaan’s tumour
grew with each passing day till
it took the size of a football.
He’s unable to sleep, eat and
even breathe properly. It was
not that we did not go to a
doctor. We took him to RML
Hospital and he was due to be
operated in the next few days,
but then the lockdown started,”
Nazima told TBC. Originally
from Bihar’s Bhagalpur
district, Nazima and Abdul live
in Loni’s Inderpuri, and both lost
their livelihoods in the
lockdown. What forced them
to stay on in Loni was their
determination to get their son
operated.

Notice to hospital for
not admitting Covid-

19 positive man

GZB: The health department
has issued a notice to a private
hospital for referring a patient
— who was to undergo a
surgery for kidney stones — to
another hospital after he was
found Covid positive. According
to norms, the hospital should
have admitted the patient to an
isolation ward and initiated
treatment. They said the 40-
year-old from Nandgram had
come to the hospital on June 3
and was advised to undergo a
surgery and a Covid-19 test.
Then, the hospital referred him
to another hospital. An official
said, two days’ time has been
given to the hospital to respond.

Schools forcing us to pay fee, say parents

GHAZIABAD: Several
parents associations from the
city held meetings with the
district magistrate on Tuesday
and sought fee waiver for the
current quarter and highlighted
how some of the schools are
pressuring the parents to pay
up. The parents have been
demanding the waiver for
sometime and on Tuesday, the
association members
suggested that balance sheets
of schools be checked to
assess surplus funds with
which institutions should pay
the teachers. The associations
have also said that although
CBSE has cut short the
syllabus by 40%, schools are
conducting online classes

NPCL starts SMS service for electricity bills, complaints

GNOIDA: The Greater
Noida power discom, Noida
Power Company limited
(NPCL), has started an SMS
from Friday.
Consumers can procure a
copy of their electricity bill by
supplying their meter reading,
register complaints on status
of bill/meter/wrong reading/
supply issues, report power
theft and avail all other
information through one
medium - by sending an SMS
to 7840002288. The service
was launched to facilitate
consumers during Covid-19
spread and will continue for
all times now post the
pandemic, say officials.
“Electricity consumers of

service

PFA activist, teenager
‘assaulted’in Greater Noida

GNOIDA: A 25-year-old
activist of People for Animals
(PFA) was allegedly groped
and assaulted by a man in his
forties, who also reportedly bit
the face of a 14-year-old boy
who tried to rescue her at
Vasant Apartments of Greater
Noida’s Omicron. On Tuesday
evening, the woman was
feeding stray dogs. The man,
who was passing by, reportedly
made remarks which she could
overhear. “Day before
yesterday, when [ was feeding
the dogs, Anirudh Bhardwaj
came and started making some
unwanted remarks. That day,
I ignored him. He was

apparently drunk. On Tuesday,
when [ was feeding the strays,
he tried to grope me. When [
pushed him away, he scratched
my back and my chest,” the
woman told TBC. “A teenager
who was passing by with his
dog saw this and tried to help
me. He slapped the boy and
dragged him inside his house
and then took him to the terrace
and locked it up. He bit a part
of his cheek so bad that the
child started bleeding. When |
raised an alarm, people
gathered and broke open the
door.” Residents said the man
had been known to misbehave
with women.

Greater Noida can now reach
out to NPCL through SMS.
Here, all single-phase
consumers can get actual bills
by sending their meter
reading, between 1st -10th of
every month using this
service. All kinds of
complaints and issues will be
redressed through this one
SMS facility which will be
available for all times now,
post Covid-19 pandemic as
well,” said Sarnath Ganguly,
vice president (Operations)
NPCL. Ganguly maintained
that while the smart feature
is launched in line with the
Uttar Pradesh Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(UPERC) guidelines for

UP govt seeks 200
Shramik Specials to
send workers home

LUCKNOW: UP government
has requested the Centre to
operate 200 Shramik Special
trains from the state in order to
send back people from other
states who have not been able to
return home till now. A significant
number of workers employed in
brick kilns are also expected to
return to their states, especially
Bihar, Chhattisgarh and Odisha.
Additional chief'secretary, home,
Awanish Awasthi said on Monday
that about 12,000 brick kilns are
functional in the state, but as the
monsoonisapproaching, these will
now be closedand thoseemployed
inthekilns will be allowed toretum
to their states, if they so desire.

consumers to get their
electricity bill on actual
consumption, the company is
also planning to launch the
same service on their website
and app, where consumers
can provide meter-reading
photographs. “Consumers
simply need to send a short
code along with their 10-digit
consumer number from their
registered mobile number to
7840002288 to avail this SM'S
service,” said Ganguly who
adds that once a consumer
sends the complaint via the
SMS, an acknowledgement
revert will be sent to the
consumer’s registered mobile
number with updates on the
redress of the problem.

during summer vacations so
that they can put pressure on
parents and ask for fee. On
Monday, the district magistrate
had held a meeting with school
associations and he was told
that many institutions were not
being able to pay salaries to
their teachers, as many parents
have not submitted school fee
for the April-June quarter.
"The school associations are
totally unjustified in asking
parents to pay up," said Seema
Tyagi, president, Ghaziabad
Parents' Association. "Some
schools have pleaded with the
district magistrate saying that
they are not left with enough
funds to pay salaries of the
teachers.

RERA slaps Rs 93L
fine on Noida realtor
for delay in refund

Lucknow: A bench of Uttar
Pradesh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
(UPRERA) has imposed a
penalty of Rs93 lakh on
housing developer giant
Mascot Homes Private
Limited for delaying refund to
buyers who invested in its
housing project Manorath in
Noida extension. It also
directed the company to refund
buyers’ money along with
interest. The order was issued
by UPRERA’s bench-2 NCR
on June 2 on the petition filed
by a section of buyers. The
order said the promoter failed
to give the possession on time.

Jewar airport drives Rs 1,600cr
investments for YEIDA

GNoida: Investors are back
at the doors of the Yamuna
Expressway Authority. In
fact, the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) has
allocated more than a dozen
plots and secured investments
worth close to Rs 1,600 crore
since the easing of lockdown
restrictions from May 5. The
investments would lead to the
generation of more than
27,000 jobs, officials said. And
Tuesday onward, the
Authority started going
through the proposals of
applicants interested in setting
up shops at the Apparel Park

cluster. So far, about 20 plots
have been allocated. The
apparel park scheme would
extend up to June 30.
Authority officials have got
names of 73 applicants by
Wednesday evening, who had
applied through Nivesh Mitra,
the single-window portal set
up by the UP government to
facilitate investments.
Shailendra Bhatia, chairman
(investment cell) of the
Yamuna Expressway
Authority, said, “Applications
of industrialists who want to
set up shop along Yamuna
Expressway were examined
this week.
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CORONA VIRUS SAFETY covip-19
Do not panic unnecessarily...
Do not spread rumours...

Symptoms of Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19)
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WEAR A
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AVOID CONTACT
WITH SICK PEOPLE
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ALWAYS COVER YOUR
COUGH OR SNEEZE

Plot No. 516, Sector-12, Friends Co-operative Society, 1
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad (U.P.) 201012

for at' least

. 208S c_qd

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava Mob.: 9871895198
Poonam Bala, Khushal Chopra, Prateek Bhargava,
Suneel Gautam, Manisha Bhargava, Amit Kansal,
Pankaj Saxena, Sandeep Indoria, Arun Kumar,
Pankaj Bansal, Kunika Bhargava, Aproova Raj,
Chandan Singhal, Saurabh Pandey, Sandeep Indoria,
Arun Kumar, Sameer Anand, Mayank Bhargava, Nidhi Thareja

Printed and Published by [Yheera) Kumar Bhargav at B.F.L Inrotech Lid, C-9, Sector-3 Noida, Disn. Gautam Budh Magar and Published at 282, Sarai Nazar Ali, behind MMG Hospital
Ghaziabad (U.P) 201 001. Editor: Dheeraj Kumar, Resident Editor : Manisha Bhargava** Email: editoritbam.coin (RNL No) : UPBIL f 2009 / 28691 Postal Registration No. UP/GBD-

BO/2016- 18, Advertisement : Ph.

Mo, @ 0120-2850800,

2850297, Fax

: DI20-4561000 at 67, st Floor, Richpal Pun, Hapur Road, Ghaziabad (U.P)** Responsible for

selection of Mews under the PRB Act. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise in whole or in post without prior written permission is prohibited.



