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Editorial

The job and the man:
On Rishi Sunak

At a time when ethnonationalist and majoritarian far-
right parties are on the ascent in many democracies
across the world, the rise of Rishi Sunak, a man of colour
and a practising Hindu, to the premiership of the
predominantly white, Christian U.K,, has great symbolic
value. While his election as Britain’s first non-white Prime
Minister points to the readiness of Conservative MPs to
look beyond the racial and religious barriers for a
solution to the crisis both party and country are in, his
victory was particularly welcomed by sections in India,
who see some historical fulfilment in a man of Indian
origin ruling over India’s former colonial rulers. But the
power of symbolism is limited when it is tested with the
hard realities of the day. In fact, the very circumstances
thatled to his rise should themselves serve as a warning
for the newleader. He is the fifth Prime Minister since the
Tories’ victory inthe 2010 general elections, and the third
in the last two months. Liz Truss, his immediate
predecessor, had also promised to revive the economy
but exited in seven weeks amid a hostile market reaction
to her policy measures and an openrevoltamongthe Tory
MPs.When the Conservatives won an outright victory in
the 2019 elections under Boris Johnson, not many
expected Mr. Sunak, a former hedge fund manager;, to end
up as the party leader in three years.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

T20 World Cup: Tim David a big
reason behind Australia's chance
to defend title, says Brett Lee

Former Australia fast bowler
Brett Lee has backed Australia
to win the T20 World Cup. Lee,
in his latest column with the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) hassaid that Australiaare
a stronger team in this World
Cup than they were in the 2021
edition of the tournament.
Australiabegin their World Cup
campaign against New Zealand
at the Sydney Cricket Ground.
This is the first time that the
nation will be hosting the World
Cup, which gives them an added
advantage at home conditions.
The team chose to make only
one change in their winning
2021 squad, where they
brought in lower order big
hitter Tim David in place of
spinner Mitchell Swepson.
David was drafted straight into
the playing XI for his special
ability to hit the ball very hard.
The fact that Tim David is the
new face in the team is an
indication of the stability of the
defending champions, and abig
reason why [ think they could
do it again and go back-to-
back." Lee said in his piece. The

player also warned the
opponents about the Australian
pace bowling attack, who have
shown the tendency to blow hot
and cold in the recent times.
"..If they are going to do that,
the bowlers will probably need
to pick it up after the big guns
struggled in Canberra, but
write off Pat Cummins, Mitchell
Starc and Josh Hazlewood at
your peril. Those guys have
done it time and again on the
big stage, and will thrive in the
Aussie conditions," Lee said
about people writing off the
Australia pace attack. Between
their experience and the talent
with both bat and ball, there is
no reason why Australia should
not be right in the mix at the
business end of the
tournament,” Lee said "And
considering thisis the firsttime
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup is
being played in Australia,
expectittobeanamazingevent
with the crowds cheering on
Aaron Finch and the guys -
starting with an electric
atmosphere at the SCG," he
concluded.

India vs Pakistan: No point delving in
past performances, says Sourav Ganguly
ahead of India's T20 WC opener

Former India captain Sourav
Ganguly feels that India are
one of the firm favourites to
win the T20 World Cup,
despite their group stage exit
in the last edition of the
tournament. Ganguly has
refused todelveintothe 2021
disaster and said that last
year's debacle would not
affect India's performance in
the 2022 edition in Australia.
“What happened before,
there is no point discussing
that. India will be one of the
favourites to win the
tournament. In World Cup
the fight is completely
different," Ganguly told India
Today in a briefinteraction.
India are set to face
Pakistan in their T20 World
Cup opener at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket Ground.
This is going to a repeat
fixture of India's T20 World
Cup 2021 and Asia Cup 2022
matches. Ganguly has said
that given the

unpredictability of the
format, any team has the
capability to lift the trophy.
"Those teams who will
play well in those two-three
weeks will make the mark,”
Ganguly said. "Look, it's hard
to say before but we have a
good side. Big hitters are
there. In T20 format form is
very crucial in those hours,"
Ganguly said about the team.
Ahead of the game, India
captain Rohit Sharma said
thatIndiahave tried to assess
and correct their mistakes
which knocked them out of
the World Cup 2021.
Speaking at the press

conference ahead ofthe India
vs Pakistan game, Sharma
said that India's idea has
been to play fearless cricket
and back their players to
show their natural abilitiesin
full flow.

The former BCCI
president named South
Africaasone ofthe favourites
for the tournament because
of their pace bowling
prowess. "I will choose India,
South Africa, Australia, and
England. South Africa is a
good bowling side and that
will be a factor in Australia,"
the former India captain
concluded.

FIFAWorld Cup: Argentina captain Lionel
Messi names his favorites to win the title

Argentina captain Lionel
Messi has named Brazil and
France as the favorites to lift
the upcoming FIFA World
Cup in Qatar. All eyes will be
ontheseven-time Ballond'Or
winner, who will likely be
playing his final World Cup.
The PSG forward didn't
rule out the likes of Germany,
England and Spain, and
named them as contenders
but said France and Brazil
remain the favorites. "There
are big teams like Brazil,
Germany, France, England,
Spain, and I'm sure I'm
forgetting some. But if [ have
to keep one or two, today [
think Brazil and France are
the two big candidates for
this World Cup," said Messi.
The Argentine said both
France and Brazil have a clear
style of play and have had
stability when it comes to
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coaching for a long time.
"They've had the same group
[of players] for a long time,
working well. France, aside
from the last Euros when
they were eliminated [in the
last 16] and did badly, they
have some impressive
players. They have a clear
idea and the same coach
[Didier Deschamps]. Brazilis
similar [under Tite]," Messi
added.

The 35-year-old went on
to say that Argentina are not
afraid of facing any team in
the World Cup with peace of

mind. We are eager, we are
going to fight, we are not
afraid of anyone because we
are ready to play against
anyone, but with peace of
mind," said Messi.

He went on to say that
since Argentina has been
doing so well and won the
Copa America, people expect
them to win the World Cup as
well.

"Today we are doing well
and people are excited and
think that we will come back
with the Cup, butitis notlike
that," Messi added. Messi's
Argentina are drawn with
Saudi Arabia, Mexico and
Poland in Group C of the FIFA
World Cup. They will play
their final warm-up game
against the UAE, before
meeting Saudi Arabiain their
opening match on November
22.

Simona Halep responds to doping ban: Biggest
shock, idea of cheating never crossed my mind

Former French Open and
Wimbledon champion Simona
Halep on Friday took to social
media to describe her
provisional suspension over
doping as the biggest shock of
her life, adding that she would
fight till the end to prove that
she did not knowingly take any
banned substance. Simona

Halep was
testing positive for the banned

suspended for

substance roxadustat, the

International Tennis Integrity
Agency (ITIA) said on Friday.
Halep was tested during the US
Open in August and both her A
and B samples have confirmed
the presence of the drug.
Simona's doping ban is the first
high-profile case since Maria
Sharapovawashandeda 2-year
ban for dopingin 2016.
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