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Editorial

A Bloton the Nation

The shamefull act, in which over a thousand people
paraded two women naked and then gang raped of one
ofthemin Manipurrecently, has forced usto think where
we are moving. There is no other option but to hang all
those involved in the gruesome act. This is not the sole
incident that shamed the nation, but the continuous
violence in the state, which is known for its multi
dimensional culture, is really going out of control. The
incidentreally is blot on India.

The intriguing silence of the Union government on the
Manipur scenario is inexplicable. If Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose silence, Home Minister Amit Shah
did indeed visit Manipur. The BJP’s double standards are
in sharp focus on Manipur. While itdemanded President’s
Rule in West Bengal where 15 people were killed, the
party maintains a studied silence on Manipur where 150
were Killed and thousands injured in ethnic violence.
Conversely, the violence continues unabated. The Armed
Forces find it difficult to operate and contain violence, as
theyare notfacingjustone faction or militant group. They
have the unenviable task of confronting the heavily
armed groups of Meiteis and Kukis. The Security Forces
are undoubtedly handicapped by the absence of the
Armed Forces Special Power Act in Manipur. It is
currently in force only in Jammu & Kashmir, Nagaland,
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. India can now ill-afford
to let the internal strife continue, what with Khalistani
separatist forces becoming active again. The Kashmir
situation continues to be a cause for concern. Manipur’s
wound is festering and with the violence between the
Meiteis and Kukis going on uninhibited, the bloodshed
could soon escalate to the level of a ‘civil war’. It's time for
India to act.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

‘If Adnan Sami can get
citizenship, why can’t I

NOIDA: Seema Haider, a Pak-
istani woman who crossed
over to India with her four
children after meeting a
youth from Greater Noida

Mandaviya urges States to increase
spending on healthcare

“It is important for every policy to evolve,
and learnings need to be taken into consid-
eration to improve them, to achieve the goal
of creating better health outcomes for the
citizens of the country” This was stated by
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Health Min-
ister, as he chaired the Swasthya Chintan
Shivir held in Dehradun last week, in the
presence of Prem Singh Tamang, Chief Min-
ister of Sikkim, and Union Ministers of State
for Health & Family Welfare, Dr Bharati
Pravin Pawar and Prof. SP Singh Baghel.

Health Ministers including Dhan Singh
Rawat (Uttarakhand), Smt.Rajini Vidadala
(Andhra Pradesh), Alo Libang (Arunachal
Pradesh), Keshab Mahanta (Assam), Shri
Rushikesh Patel (Gujarat), Banna Gupta
(Jharkhand), Dinesh Gundu Rao (Kar-
nataka), Sapam Ranjan Singh (Manipur), Dr.
R. Lalthyangliana (Mizoram), Thiru Ma. Sub-
ramanian (Tamil Nadu) participated in the
brainstorming conclave. TS Singh Deo
(Deputy Chief Minister, and Health Minister,
Chhatisgarh), Brajesh Pathak (Deputy Chief
Minister, and Health Minister, Uttar
Pradesh), BS Pant (Minister of Tourism and
Civil Aviation, Sikkim), Vishwas Sarang
(State Medical Education Minister, Madhya
Pradesh), K Lakshmi Narayanan (Minister of
Public Works, Puducherry) also took partic-
ipation in the session. Dr. Mandaviya further
stressed the need for states to increase
spending on healthcare, and said that the
government of India will support states in
this endeavor. He highlighted the progress
made in the last one year since the previous

I

Swasthya Chintan Shivir was held, and said
that it should be made a regular practice to
ensure health outcomes are consistently im-
proved. On day one of this two-day event,
sessions were held on various verticals
under Ayushman Bharat, including Ayush-
man Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yo-
jana (PMJAY), Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM), Health and Wellness Cen-
tres, and Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat
Health Infrastructure Mission(PM-ABHIM).
The last session of the day focused on the
role of Public Health Management Cadre.
The national conclave proved to be a plat-
form for sharing of best practices, as well as
learning across states in healthcare in India
today. The deliberations focused on the im-
plementation of PM-]JAY, and the ABDM, and
the gaps that need to be filled, with respect
to diverse local conditions across states, and
provisions for digital health literacy in the
country. The national conclave presented an
outlook of the health infrastructure to be
created in India in the coming years under
PM-ABHIM, and the role of the public and
private sector in this regard was discussed.

Five-Point Strategy Of BJP In UP
For 2024 Lok Sabha Elections

online, has moved a mercy
petition before President
Droupadi Murmu, request-
ing her to grant her Indian
citizenship.

In the 38-page petition,
Seema’s lawyer, AP Singh, re-
ferred to Pakistani singer
Adnan Sami, who was
granted Indian citizenship
recently. “Famous singer
Adnan Sami has got citizen-
ship of India due to his long-
time stay in India. On the
same ground, Seema should
be given Indian citizenship,”
the petition read.

Citing a government docu-
ment, the petition claimed
that nearly 4,000 people
from Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Bangladesh had been
given Indian citizenship in
the past six years.

Singh argued that Seema had
been cooperating with all in-
vestigating agencies and was
even ready for a lie detector
test amid allegations that
she was a Pakistani spy.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has de-
vised a mission to se-
cure victory in all 80
Lok Sabha (LS) seats
from Uttar Pradesh
(UP) in the upcoming
2024 elections.
To succeed in its plan,
the special focus is on
those seats, where it
lost in the 2019 elec-
tions.

Of the 80 LS seats
of UP, the BJP won 62
in 20109. Its tally came
down by nine from the
2014 elections but
still, the party's per-
formance was much
better than what poll-
sters had predicted.

For the 2024 elec-
tions, the responsibil-
ity for Lalganj,
Ambedkar Nagar, Sh-
ravasti and Rae Bareli
is on Union Minister
Narendra Singh
Tomar, while Anna-
purna Devi is looking
over Jaunpur, Ghazi-
pur and Ghosi seats.

Jienra Singh has
been given the charge
of Mainpuri, Sambhal,
Moradbad and Am-
roha, while Union
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw will be look-
ing over Saharanpur,
Nagina and Bijnor
seats. Notably, the BJP
lost all seats in Morad-
abad division (Morad-
abad, Amroha,
Sambhal, Bijnor, Nag-
ina and Rampur) in
the 2019 elections
and hence it needs a
strong strategy for
this Jat-Muslim-Dalit

majority region. An-
other strategy that the
party is devising is to
induct those leaders
from other opposition
parties who hold a sig-
nificant influence.

Three Samajwadi
Party (SP) leaders and
one Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) leader joined
BJP today. Former
Minister Sahab Singh
Saini, who is consid-
ered a prominent
backward leader, is
among them.

Former MLAs in
Jaunpur district,

Kurmi leader Sushma
Patel from Mungra
Badshahpur and
Jagdish Sonkar from
Machhlishahar  too
joined BJP with RLD
leader Rajpal Singh
Saini who is a former
BSP MLA and Rajya
Sabha MP.

Similarly, another
SP leader Dara Singh
Chouhan, who made a
comeback to the BJP,
can contest from
Ghosi, from where he
was elected as an MP
on the BSP ticket in
the 2009 election and
MLA on the SP ticket
in the 2022 assembly
elections.

The third strategy
of the BJP is to lever-
age its already strong
position in UP by util-
ising the state govern-
ment leaders. It is
expected that some
state cabinet minis-
ters and many MLAs
in the UP government
can contest LS polls.

Jitin Prasada can be

the BJP candidate at
Dhaurahra and Ra-
kesh Sachan may con-
test from Kanpur
Deputy CM Brajesh
Pathak can be a good
option for the BJP face
at Unnao.

Former Minister of
State RPN Singh can
contest from Kushina-
gar, while Balia ticket
can be given to Neeraj
Shekhar. The fourth
strategy is to keep an
adequate balance of
all castes and commu-
nities. In order to
achieve this, it is form-
ing alliances with
smaller parties that
represent a particular
caste, along with
bringing in the caste
leaders.Alliances with
Om Prakash Rajbhar-
led Suheldev Bhara-
tiya Samaj Party
(SBSP), Sanjay Nisha-
dled Nishad party and
Anupriya  Patel-led
Apna Dal (Soneylal)
are a part of this strat-

egy.
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