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Editorial

Persistingissues: Onthe
new data protection bill

It says something about this England white-ball team,
which won the 2019 ODI world cup and made the
knockouts in T20 world cups, that they were feeling a bit
angsty at the start of this T20 world cup. Two things irked
them: How would they handle the post-Morgan era, as it
was the Irishman Eoin Morgan who had stunningly turned
around a nation which used to almostlook down on white
ball cricket, calling it the pyjama game. Secondly, the
admiration for their aggressive game was well-deserved
but what’s the use without a T20 trophy in the cabinet?
Mind you, right now, their Test team is also an object of awe
worldwide, with its attacking cricket under Ben Stokesand
Brendon McCullum. To offset the angst, they made two
curious moves. Instead of McCullum, who seemed almost
a natural fit for T20, they opted for Matthew Mott, a
specialist T20 coach who had done the job with the
women’s team. Then, instead of Ben Stokes, they picked
Jos Buttler for captaincy. The message from Buttler and
Mott to the team was: Don’t be afraid to play ugly. England
walked the talk. Alex Hales, an aggressive opener whose
off-field behaviour had led to his ostracisation in the
Morgan era and who had a falling out with Stokes, was
brought back into the team after they lost Jonny Bairstow
to an injury. Buttler then sat Stokes down for a chat to
enunciate theroledemanded ofhimin the T20 team. Mott
and Buttler would trust Sam Curran, deploying him as an
all-round bowler who did the work with the new ball.
Unlike Morgan who would be wed to the pre-game plan,
Buttler chose to be more flexible, reacting to situations, as
Moeen Ali would attest. And they had Ben Stokes. Not only
do big moments find him, butalso, if there is one constant
in English cricket, itis this: Stokes will be there till the end.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Badminton World Tour Finals 2022 shifted from
China to Thailand due to Covid-19 situation

The season-ending Badminton World Tour Finals tournament
has been shifted out of Guangzhou to Bangkok due to the
Covid-19 pandemic situation in the Chinese city. The
tournamentwill getunderway a week earlier and willnow be
played from December 7 to 11, the Badminton World
Federation (BWF) said in a statement on Tuesday, November
15. The postponement of sporting events in China raises
concerns about the Asian Games, which were postponed until
2023. Hangzhou was set to host the continental tournament

in August2022.

Wasim Jaffer on Suryakumar Yadav
batting at No.3 for India after 111 vs New
Zealand: It does make a dlfference

Former batter Wasim Jaffer
reckoned that Suryakumar
Yadav should be able to play
as many balls as possible for
India to put up scores in the
range of 180, 200 and above.
On Sunday, November 20, the
32-year-old scored an
unbeaten 111 off 51 balls
with the help of 11 fours and
seven sixes against New
Zealand. India racked up a
score 0of 191 for the loss of six
wickets after being putin to
bat first. Thereafter, the Men
in Blue bowled the Black
Capsoutfor126in18.5overs
andrackedupa65-runwinat

Bay Oval in Mount
Maunganui.
Jaffer said that the

Mumbai-born Suryakumar
makes a difference of 20-30
runs to the eventual scores
when he gets going.

“Itdoes make a difference
when Suryakumar bats one
position higher. It’s a tricky
one for India because Virat
bats there. When you select
the Indian batters, the first
name you would put there at

- - "

this point in time is
Suryakumar. You wanthim to
play as many ballsas possible
and when he does that, you
know what he can do,” Jaffer
was quoted as saying to
ESPNcricinfo. Suryakumar
scored his fifty off 32 balls,
after which he pressed the
accelerator. He batted until
the very end and made sure
thatIndia seta massive score
for the Kiwis to chase down.
“Most of the time, it looks
like India will score 150s,
160sand Suryakumar makes
a difference, taking scores of
180-200. He is the difference
among all the batters and

when he plays, sometimes
you feel that it’s beyond the
opposition at times. “Today
was one such day. When he
batslike that, it'sanightmare
for a captain to set a field for
bowlers to bowl because he
accesses all parts of the
ground,” Jaffer added. India
have taken a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series and can’t
lose the series from here on.
The first T201 at Sky Stadium
in Wellington couldn’t take
place due to relentless rain.
The third and final T201 of the
series is set to take place on
Tuesday, November 22 at
McLean Parkin Napier.

ATP Finals: Novak Djokovic beats
Taylor Fritz to storm into the final

Novak Djokovic is one step
away from a record-equalling
sixth ATP Finals title after the
Serbian defeated American
Taylor Fritz on Saturday.
Djokovic beat Fritz in straight
sets 7-6(5), 7-6(6) in just
under two hours to reach the
final of the season-ending
tournament. The Serb, who
secured the win on his second

match point, hasnow clinched
all six matches against the
American. The 21-time singles
champion Djokovic will either
meet third-seeded Casper

Ruud or Andrey Rublev as he
bids to get his hands on the
ATP Finals trophy for the first
time since 2015 as well as
match Roger Federer'srecord.
Having won over Daniil
Medvedev in his final group
match, which ended less than
24 hours ago, Djokovic got no
time to recover from a grueling
three-hour contest.

We want beer, chant Ecuador fans at Al Bayt
Stadium as Qatar lose FIFAWorId Cup 2022 opener

*"%e A

There were contrasting
emotions at the end of 90
minutes of football on the
opening night of FIFA World
Cup 2022 at the Al Bayt
Stadium. Ecuador fans were
jubilant as Enner Valencia's
men handed Qatar a 2-0
defeat, chanting for beer to be
made available in and around
the World Cup stadia in the
Arab nation. On the other
hand, Qatar fans had to look
for avenues to drown their
SOITOWS.

Quite afew ofthem left well
before the final whistle,
leadingto alotofempty stands
in the 70,000-seater stadium
which was decked up for the
opening day of one of the

most-anticipated FIFA World
Cupsinthehistory of the sport.
As many as 67,000 fans,
mostly Qatar nationals, filled
up the Al Bayt Stadium to
cheer for their national team,
which was making its World
Cups Finals debut. However,
there was disappointment in
store for them as Qatar wilted
under the pressure of the big

occasion. Qatar became the
first host nation to lose an
opening match at the FIFA
World Cup in the history of the
tournament. As the match was
heading towards a close, the
vocal Ecuador fans started
chanting "We want beer”. It
was difficult not to ignore the
sea of yellow, calling for
alcohol to be supplied to

celebrate the team's dominant
win in the Group A opene The
chants of Ecuador fans come
days after FIFA World Cup
organisers in Qatar banned
the sale of alcohol at the
stadiums. The beer ban was a
late change to the rules as
Qatar had said earlier that a
limited number of stalls will be
put up in the stadia and
around the perimeter of the
stadiumsto sell beer. However,
spectators were able to drink
beer at the FIFA Fan Festival,
organised in Doha.

One such fan eventwas also
organised in Dubai with big
screens, beerand other drinks
on an artificial island off the
city's buzzing Marina district.

On the pitch, Qatar were
comfortably outplayed as
Ecuador captain Valencia
scored both goals on the
opening night. Qatar's highly-
rated forwards Almoez Aliand
Akram Afif were left frustrated
asthehostsrarely managed to
threaten the Ecuador defence
in a dismal display of football.
Qatar were able to do damage
control in the second half but
lack of intent lef t their fans
disappointed as early as the
opening day. Qatar's Spanish
coach Felix Sanchez said he
empathised with the fans and
conceded thatnervesletthem
down on one of the biggest
nights in the Arab nation's
history.
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THANK YOU for beieving in

The journey of 19 years gives us enough reasons to Smile,
Your faith has made us stronger every day.
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