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More COVID-19 cases feared in Indian camp

in England ahead of practice game: Report

Playing with fire: On Agnipath

All non-officer appointments to the three wings of the Indian
armed forces will be through the Agnipath (literally, the path of
fire ), the Centre announced on June 14. The Government has
enumerated its reasons for the move that fundamentally disrupts
not only the process of recruitment but also the character of the
soldier. Almost on cue, a section of experts has jumped in prais-
ing the move as transformative for the country’s defence. But
many in the defence community and also political observers have
not shied away from expressing their reservations and shock.
Youth aspiring to join the forces are on the streets in protest in
several States, and are even turning violent in many places. With
no recruitment in the last two years due to COVID-19, these
youngsters were already frustrated. With modest education and
skills, they fear the new process stalls an accessible escape route
from poverty. As opposed to the existing 15 years plus service
followed by lifelong pension, the new recruits, or Agniveers (lit-
erally, fire heroes ) will have a four-year tenure including six
months of training. Upon completion they will be given an op-
portunity to apply for permanent cadre and up to a fourth would
be enrolled as regular cadre. The rest will exit with a tax-free
purse of approximately 11.71 lakh and return to civil life to aid in
‘nation building’. The process of recruitment will commence in
90 days with an intake of about 46,000 youngsters. The
Government claims the new scheme will help build a younger,
fitter defence force, with personnel more trainable in the chang-
ing technological environment. It says it will also inculcate mili-
tary discipline, ethos and skilling as a value addition, improving
the prospects for those who return to civil society. To start with,
there will be no permanent recruitment in the armed forces for

the next four years. (Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)
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The Indian cricket team
kicked off their preparations
for the final Test against
England a few days ago and to
get themselves used to the red-
ball environment, the team is
set to play a four-day warm-up
game against Leicestershire.
However, the team's prepara-
tions have been hit by COVID-
19 as
Ravichandran Ashwin didn't

after off-spinner
fly to England owing to a posi-
tive test, a few more cases have
likely been reported in the
camp.

According to a report in the
Times of India, former Indian
skipper Virat Kohli had tested
positive on arrival after com-
ing from a vacation in the
Maldives with his family.
While Kohli has recovered and
joined the team, a few more
players may have also returned
a positive test. The COVID-19
scare is likely to jeopardise the
visitors' preparation for the
first Test as the source said
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that with the number of cases
increasing, the medical staff
has advised the management to
not overload the preparation
and hence the intensity against
the Leicestershire Foxes might
not be as much as the head
coach Rahul Dravid would have
liked in the lead-up to the
Edgbaston game This now
means that India's tour game
against Leicestershire from
June 24 won't be as intense as
coach Rahul Dravid wanted it
to be, since the medical advice
is to not overload the players

after they've suffered Covid-19.
There could be more Covid cas-

es in the team,X the source
added.

India will already be without
the services of KL, Rahul in the
Test match and further cases
will only hamper the visitors'
strength in the final game
against a rejuvenated England
Test team, which is coming off
from two consecutive memo-
rable wins against New
Zealand. The match begins on
Friday, July 1 at Birmingham's

Edgbaston.

Watch: On her return, Serene Williams'
priceless reaction to doubles partner

‘:.Iié:- .‘. ot
American star tennis player
Serena Williams made a winning
return to the court in her build-
up to the Wimbledon 2022.
Williams, who hasn't played
professional tennis for a year,
had retired out during her
Wimbledon
Aliaksandra Sasnovich last year

game  against
after suffering a leg injury.
Williams announced a shock
comeback to the premier Grand
Slam this year, which will begin
on June 27. Williams started her
return process by playing at
Britain's Eastbourne
International with a double
game and how badly she needed
that win just to make sure no
one has any doubts over her.
Williams paired up with World
No. 3 Ons Jabeur and they beat
the Spaniard-Czech pair of Sara
Sorribes Tormo and Marie
Bouzkova 2-6, 6-3, 13-11 after
being down by one set in the
women's doubles match on
Tuesday. It took some time for
the 40-year-old to get into her

Ons Jabeur's winning serve goes viral

groove as she looked a bit rusty

and her serve was broken in the
fourth game as Tormo and
Bouzkova took the first set easi-
ly. However, as the game went
on, it started to get better for
Williams. Williams and Jabeur
held the serve and were 4-3
ahead in the second set and the
American took the set to the de-
cider after serving the next game
and a missed volley by Tormo
was enough for them to win it.

The third set was a hard-
fought one. However, Tunisian
star Jabeur was at his best and
helped her team to prevail in the
end with 13-11. Jabeur's final
winning serve brought several
emotions to Williams' face all at
once. While she had pride and
admiration in her eyes for
Jabeur seeing her fly and own
the last 20 minutes while relief
after ending up on the right side
of the result in her first game on
return. Her priceless reaction
has received a lot of love on so-
cial media.
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