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Editorial

On Punia’s fourth world Wrestling
Championships medal

Bajrang Punia, one of the most decorated Indian
wrestlers, collected an unprecedented fourth World
championships medal, a bronze in Belgrade. He
reiterated his superstar status in the challenging 65kg
weight category. Punia had claimed a bronze in 60kg as
his first Worlds medal in 2013 and took five more years
to land his second, a silver in 65kg. Since Udey Chand
opened the country’s account in the World
championships in 1961, no Indian had secured two
medals. After Punia, Vinesh Phogat became the second
from the country to do so this year. Punia grew in stature
when he bagged a third Worlds medal, another bronze,
in 2019 and defied a knee injury to claim an Olympics
bronze in Tokyo last year. His latest feat, which was
achieved in spite of an impediment, was similar to his
performance in the Olympics. It spoke about the
champion wrestler’s ability to overcome odds. After
struggling with injuries that resulted in his indifferent
form in the last one year, he displayed grit to get back to
his usual attacking game. This year he took his second
consecutive Commonwealth Games title, but needed to
reassure himself by securing an eye-catching result on a
bigger platform. However, his journey in the Belgrade
World championships was hindered early as he picked
up a head injury in his first fight in the pre-quarterfinals.
Helostto Yianni (John) Diakomihalisin the quarterfinals
but got a lifeline when the American entered the final.
Even though a bandage around his head affected Punia’s
focus, the 28-year-old held hisnerve and foughthisheart
out to erase massive deficits in repechage and bronze
medal contests. His spectacular bronze medal bout, in
which he came back from 0-6 to record anarrow win over
Pan-American silver medallist Sebastian Rivera of Puerto
Rico, will rank high among the all-time sensational fights
putup by an Indian wrestler at the elite level.
DR-Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Leaving out Rishabh Pant in the
T20 World Cup team will be the
best thing for India: \Wasim Jaffer

Former India opener Wasim
Jaffer believes that wicket-
keeper batsman Rishabh
Pant does not fit into the
Indian middle-order going
into the T20 World Cup in
Australia.  Speaking to
ESPNcricinfo, Jaffer said that
Pant's performances with the

Indian middle order are not
up to the mark and that is
why Dinesh Karthik should
be played ahead of him. India
are settoplayinthe first T201
match against Australia in
Mohali on Tuesday, 20
September. While discussing
the playing XI of the side,
Jaffer said that he would like
to see Axar Patel and Dinesh
Karthik feature in the playing
XI. "I think Axar Patel has
done really well in recent
times, so [ don't know why
India has not trusted him,
because he has won matches
with his batting," he said.
Asked to elaborate on the
Rishabh Pant issues, the
former player said that it is
something thatthe thinktank
has pondered upon a lot.
"India need to figure out

whether Rishabh Pant plays
or not. The Indian thinktank
hasbeen thinking alot about
putting Rishabh Pant in. He
has been brilliant and we
have talked about it many
times. In Test cricket and in
the ODIs, he has played
series-winning, game-
changing knocks, butthathas
not happened in T20
internationals or even in
T20s," Jaffer said. "So India
need to figure outifthey want
to stick with Rishabh Pant in
the top six or if they want to
play Dinesh Karhitk, who has
done really well since the
Indian Premier League. For
me personally, Rishabh Pant
does not fit in number 4 or 5.
His best place is to open
batting, which I don't think
will happen.

Arshdeep Singh's coach on pacer's
meeting with Wasim Akram

Arshdeep Singh's coach,
Jaswant Rai, revealed about
how the young pacer met
Wasim Akram and was
bowled over by his idol
during an interaction at the
Asia Cup. The young pacer
has been enjoying a good
time on the international
circuit and was heavily
praised by everyone for his
efforts in the death overs
during the tournament. Rai,
speaking to journalist Vimal
Kumar on his YouTube
channel, as quoted by the
Hindustan Times, opened up
on an incident where Singh
met his idol Akram and the
Pakistan legend told him not
to come to him for advice fhe
thought thathe was perfect.
Rai also revealed that the
young pacer kept thinking
about the question posed by
Akram and went and had a
discussion with the legend.
“Arshdeep told me that he
met Akram bhai who told
him, 'Sardarji, you are

bowling very well. You are a
good bowler. If you think you
are perfect, then don't come
to me. If you feel you want to
ask me anything or want to
learn something from me
then you can come whenever
you want'. He then told me
that when he went to the
hotel at night, he kept
thinking about that question.
He feltthatifhe didn'tgo then
Akram would mind and think
that that Sardarji seems to
know everything. So nextday
he went to Akram and had a
discussion,” said Jaswant.

"I will go for Arshdeep

Singh as well. The young boy
has got talent. The way he
bowled the last over against
Pakistan under pressure. He
dropped a catch. We all drop
catches under pressure in
knockout games. It's not the
end ofthe world," Akram told
Star Sports, adding that the
online trolling of the young
pacer needed to stop.

" have been seeing social
media and [ have felt quite
sad for this youngster. We
must come out and support
him. He is the future of Indian
cricket, in my book" he
added.

New Zealand announce T20 World Cup squad,
Kane Williamson set to lead for 3rd time

New Zealand have
announced their squad for
the T20 World Cup,
scheduled to be hosted in
Australia in the months of
Octoberand November. Kane
Williamson is set to captain
the side for the third time in
the premier T20 tournament,
hoping to win the title, in
what could be his last
representation in  the
competition. The selectors
have made three changes to
the side and have added
explosive reinforcements to
their batting and bowling
attack. Lockie Ferguson,
Michael Bracewell and Finn
Allen are to replace Kyle
Jamieson, Todd Astle and Tim

Seifert respectively from the
2021 side. Two ofthe biggest
stars in New Zealand cricket,
Trent Boult and Jimmy
Neesham who declined their
respective central contracts,
have made it to the team and
are expected to start in their
playing XI. The third player
who finds himselfin the T201
side without a central

contract is the 23-year-old
Finn Allen, who is yet to bag
one. New Zealand have
amassed a strong bowling
line-up for the world
tournament. The team has
Tim Southee and Trent Boult
at their disposal to wreak
havocatthe top, while Lockie
Ferguson can add to their
strengths in the death. The
fastest bowler of the Indian
Premier League this season -
Ferguson is known for his
searing yorkers at the death
and can potentially be a
gamechanger for them in the
tournament. In the batting
side of things, NZ do have
issue with explosiveness at
the top.

Laliga condemns actions by Atletico fans
after Vinicius Jr. suffers racial abuse

The LalLiga has condemned
the hate speech after Atletico
Madrid fans were filmed
racially abusing Real Madrid's
Vinicius]r.ahead of the Madrid
derby on Sunday. Vinicius Jr.
has been in the spotlight after
his actions during Madrid's
win over Mallorca last week
and was once again the centre
of attraction ahead of the
derby. Many Atletico fans were
filmed slinging racial abuse at
the Brazilian in a video
published by radio station

| /,,9 -' - £

Cope in the buildup to the
match. Spanish mediahad also
reported that noises and
chants of "Vinicius, die" were
heard throughout the game. A
LaLiga spokesperson has now
told the BBC, as quoted by

Reuters, that the league
denouncesallincidentsinside
and outside of the stadiums
and said that they work with
the clubs to keep football
friendly and enjoyable. The
spokesperson also said that
hate speech has no place in
LaLiga. "We denounce all
incidents inside and outside
stadiums," a LaLiga
spokesperson told the BBC.
"We work with clubs to keep
our football friendly and
enjoyable.
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