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Editorial

Critical moment
for biodiversity

Montreal marks a breakthrough in the struggle to protect the
planet’s biodiversity richness. A beginning has been made.
The United Nations pact establishes a global benchmark but
lack of agreement on financingisaworry Inthe winter of 2015
in Paris, 193 countries and the European Union came together
for the first time to forge a common strategy to trim
greenhouse gas emissions that were irreversibly cooking the
planet. Though the agreement struck to limit global
temperaturerise to 1.5 degrees Celsius frayed with time, the
Paris pact only grew in importance because it established a
benchmark, a clear goaland path forward to tackle the climate
crisis. For the associated but more neglected question of
biodiversity conservation, a similar global benchmark was
achieved this week, when 196 countries signed a landmark
deal to protect 30% of the world for nature by 2030, reduce
environmentally harmful subsidies by at least $500 billion a
year, and restore at least 30% (by area) of degraded
ecosystems. The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework proposed to bring the loss of areas of high
biodiversity importance close to zero by 2030, while
respecting the rights of indigenous peoples and local
communities. With four main goals and 23 targets for 2030,
the pact covers a vast swathe of biodiversity, and pledges to
reverse the loss. It called for urgent action to halt human-
induced extinction of threatened species; reduce pollution
risks and the negative impact of pollution from all sources by
2030; identify and eliminate or reform incentives, including
subsidies, that are harmful for biodiversity by 2025; and
reduce the risk from pesticides and hazardous chemicals
during this period. For India, the fine print s key.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Harmanpreet Kauron T20I
series defeat to Australia: We

e T W

learned a lot of things from them

India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur said that her team was
notable to stop Australia as
the hostslost the fifth and
final T201 by 54 runs on
Tuesday.

Having already lost the
five-match series 1-4, India
had a chance to finish off the
year on a high and work on
their problems for the T20
World Cup 2023 but
Harmanpreet's team failed
to catch up with the world
champions Australia.

Ashleigh Gardner and
Grace Harris' blitzkrieg
powered Australia to post
196/4.Inreply, India folded
for 142 as Heather Graham
completed a hat-trick before
finishing with the figures of
4/8injusttwo overs.
Harmanpreet said that India
were in the match in the first
10 overs but could not stop
Australia's assault.

"I think we were really
good inthe first 10-12 overs.
We know the kind of power
they have in their game,
unfortunately we were not
able to stop them. Lot of
learnings for us,” the India
captain said after the fifth

T20Iin Mumbai.

Harmanpreet further
pointed out the positives
from the T20I series, saying
she was happy with the way
her team was able to clear
the boundaries. She added
thatattacking is something
that she wants to bring in
her team as they prepare for
nextyear's T20 World Cup in
South Africa. We knew the
type of cricket they play,
happy to have improved
thoughinalotofareas. Lot
ofthings we learnt from
them, the way they were
clearing the boundaries -
thatis something we had
like to bring in.

"Self-beliefhas been the
biggest positive in this
series. We have a month off
now where we'd like to train
hard before the World Cup."

Tendulkar reveals jaw-dropping chat
with India teammate as captain

Team India's former
cricketer Sachin Tendulkaris
widely regarded as one of the
greatestbattersin the history
ofthe game. Tendulkar holds
the record for most runs in
ODIs and Tests, and also has
the highest number of
international centuries to his
name (100). The ‘master
blaster’ - as he is fondly
known due to his batting
exploits - had also led India
for a brief stint on two
occasions. Whilehewasn'tas
successful with leadership as
he was with his batting,
Tendulkar has now shared a
story about an incident that
look place under his
captaincy during a tour of
Australia. Tendulkar recalled
how he had to put a young
teammate in place after the
latter got “carried away”
while fielding during a
practice match in the
Australian tour. The former
India star also revealed a
stern warning that he gave

his teammate as he “put his
arms around his shoulder.” “I
was the captain of the team
and we are on a tour of

Australia. One of the junior
players -- it was his first tour
--he was carried away, he was
playing around with the
crowd, and where it was a
single, he ended up giving
away two runs. So, I calmly
called him after the over, put
my arm around him. No one
else knew what [ was telling
him but he knew that he
cannotafford to do thatagan.
Because I said, 'if you do this
again, | will send you back
home. You will not go back to

hotel, you will be back in
India', Tendulkar revealed in
an event conducted by
Infosys. “Nothing is
compromised when you play
for India. This is a huge
honour. There are millions of

people aspiring to be in your

spot. Don't take it for
granted,” the former India
cricketer further said.

Tendulkar led India in 25
Tests but won only four
conceding defeat in nine
while 12 ended in a draw.
India had a poor win-
percentage of 31 under
Tendulkar's captaincy in
ODIs (73 matches).

Premier League: Manchester
United trigger contract extensions

Premier League club
Manchester United has
triggered contract

extensions for four of their
first-team players. Forward
Marcus Rashford, left-back
Luke Shaw, right-back Diogo
Dalot and midfielder Fred
have had their contracts
extended till the end of the
2023-24 season.

The Manchester-based
club has decided to extend
Rashford’s contract after the
25-year-old enjoyed a
successful campaign with
England at the 2022 FIFA
World Cup, scoring three
goals. The Manchester
United academy graduate
has long been linked with a
move to French side Paris
Saint-Germain as a

for Rashford, Shaw, Dalot and Fred

replacement for Kylian
Mbappe, should he leave.
But the extension means
Manchester United will have
more leverage should the
deal ever be completed, with
regards to the transfer fee.
Currently, Rashford isleading
the goal-scoring chartsatthe
club, scoring eight goalsinall
competitions this season.
The contract extensions
for the four players were vital
for the club, since they would

have been able to leave Old
Trafford in June for free.

However, one player
whose contract was not
extended is goalkeeper and
long-time servant David De
Gea. The Spanish shot-
stopper is already earning a
massive 375,000 GBP per
week at Manchester United.
The club last extended his
dealin 2019, making him the
highest-paid goalkeeper in
the world.

Former rugby player Ross Adair earns maiden
Ireland call-up for Zimbabwe T20I series

Former rugby player Ross
Adair earned his maiden
national call-up after Ireland
pickedhimup asareplacement
for Lorcan Tucker for the
upcoming T20I series against
Zimbabwe in the month of
January. Earlier, Tucker pulled
out of the T20I series and got a
No Objection Certificate (NoC)
to take part in the inaugural

edition of the Abu Dhabi

International League T20.
Tucker,however, will return for
the ODI series. Ross, who
happens to be the brother of

Mark Adair, has played seven
List A and 15 T20s thus far,
scoring 438 runs with one
century and picking up four
wickets. "I'm  absolutely
delighted with the call up, but
['m not sure it's really sunk in
yet if I'm honest. It's a huge
honour for me and now I just
can't wait to get away on tour;”
Ross was quoted as saying.
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