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Editorial

Split over hijab: On the
Supreme Court verdict

A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has been
unable to resolve the conflict between a girl student’s
freedom to wear a head-scarf and the state’s interest in
keeping schools a place of equality and secularism. It is
unfortunate thata clear verdict did not emerge from the
elaborate arguments advanced before the Court for and
against the Karnataka government’s bar on the wearing
ofthe hijab. The splitverdict perhaps reflects the division
inthe wider society onissues concerning secularism and
the minorities. Justice Hemant Gupta, rejecting the idea
that hijab could be worn in addition to the uniform, has
held that permitting one community to wear religious
symbols to class will be the antithesis of secularism.
Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia, on the other hand, has ruled
that asking to remove the head-scarf at an institution’s
gatesisaninvasion of their privacy and dignity. The issue
is why a head-scarf that does not interfere with the
uniform cannot be a matter of choice without being a
target of hostile discrimination; and whether the hijab is
going to be used to deny girl students their right to
education. Justice Dhuliarepresents this viewpoint when
he asserts that discipline should not be at the cost of
freedom, when he wonders why a girl child wearing a
hijab should be a public order problem and declares that
‘reasonable accommodation’ of this practice will be a sign
ofamature society. He also empathises with the position
of girl students who have to overcome greater odds than
boysto getan education.Justice Gupta, on the other hand,
has foregrounded equality and discipline as the essential
hallmarks of asecularinstitution in adiverse country,and
rules that the Government violates no constitutional
principle when enforcing a prescribed uniform.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

T20 World Cup:

Deepak Chahar

ruled out, Mohammed Shami, Siraj
and Shardul Thakurto fly to Australia

Fast bowler Deepak Chahar
has beenruled out ofthe T20
World Cup 2022 due to
fitness issues even as India
are waiting to name a
replacement for injured
Jasprit Bumrah in the 15-
man squad. Chahar was
named as partofthereserves
for the World Cup, which will
be held in Australia from
October 16.

Deepak Chahar was in
impressive form ever since
he returned from a long
injury lay-off during the
series against Zimbabwe in
Harare. Chahar was included
inthe World Cup reserves but
the fastbowler was ruled out
of the recently-concluded
ODI series against South
Africa with  off-spinner
Washington Sundar
replacing him. The BCCI said
Chahar was not available for
thelasttwo ODIs due to a stiff

back.

Meanwhile, the trio of
Mohammed Shami,
Mohammed  Siraj and

Shardul Thakur is set to fly
outto Australia on Thursday,
October 13. The three pacers
will join the squad, which is

currently training in Perth
ahead of the T20 World Cup.
Shami, whois considered the
frontrunner to replace
Jasprit Bumrah in the squad,
will have his final fitness test

at the National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru after
having recovered from

Covid-19 which ruled him
outofthe T20I series against
South Africa and Australia at
home.

Meanwhile, Mohammed
Siraj has put his name in
contention as Jasprit
Bumrah's replacement after
some fine performances in
the recently-concluded
white-ball series against
South Africa. Sirajwas named
the Player of the Series in the
ODI series with 5 wickets
from 3 matches. Siraj was in
terrific rhythm with the new
ball and kept the run flow in
check, using the bouncers to
good effect.

Mohammad Shami pens emotional
note ahead of India vs Australia warm-
up match: It required alot of hard work

India pacer Mohammad
Shami penned an emotional
note on his return to the
Indian T20I side. The paceris
one of the top names to
replace injured Jasprit
Bumrah in the T20 World
Cup squad, a format that he
has not played for India in
2022. Shami has been in
terrific form in the Indian
Premier League, playing an
instrumental role in Gujarat
Titans' title winning
campaign, but has fallen
down the pecking order for
his tendency of going for runs
in the death overs of the
game.

Shami took to Twitter in
the early hours of Monday, 17
Octoberand wrote thatithas
taken a lot of hard work,
commitment and dedication
for him to getbackto the side.

"It required a lot of hard
work, commitment and

L .

dedication to be back but the
journey to Australiahasbeen
thoroughly rewarding. No
better feeling than to be back
with #TeamlIndia and my
boys. Looking forward to the
World Cup,” Shami wrote.
India captain  Rohit
Sharma, speaking ahead of
the game said that he knew
the bowlers he wanted to
play in the tournament.
While he did not name
anyone in particular, Sharma
said that it was important to
give the players confidence.

India have come into the
T20 World Cup with
problems in their bowling
line-up. The pacers have gone
for a flurry of runs in the
death overs, and their ace
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
hasnotbeenable to takealot
of wickets.

India have carried their
T20 specialists Arshdeep
Singh and Harshal Patel in
their main squad and have
flown out Mohammed Siraj,
Shamiand Shardul Thakur as
a cover for Jasprit Bumrah.

After FIFAWorld Cup, Qatar set
to hostAFC Asian Cup in2023

The AFC Asian Championship
2023 is finally set to find a
home. The tournament had
been delayed multiple times
over thelogistocal issues after
itwas moved out of China, but
now finally has a country that
is prepared and ready to host
the tournament. The FIFA
World Cup 2022 host, Qatar,
will replace China as host
nation of the 2023 AFC Asian
Cup, the Asian Football
Confederation announced on
Monday, 17 October. The
Asian Football Council in a
statement said that Qatar
were chosen ahead of the two
other finalists Indonesia and

South Korea for the right to
hold the biennial
championship of Asian
football. The decision was
taken at a meeting of the
Executive Committee on
Monday. With their existing
world-class infrastructure
and unrivalled hosting

capabilities, we are confident
that Qatar will stage a worthy
spectacle”, Shaikh Salman
added in the statement. China
stepped down as hosts earlier
in 2022 over their strict
regulations during the COVID-
19 pandemic, forcing the AFC
to quickly find anew host.

T20 World Cup warm-up match, AUS vs IND:
Dinesh Karthik's dropped catchleaves fans fuming

Fans were left fuming with
Dinesh Karthik's
wicketkeeping effort in the
T20 World Cup warm-up
fixture against Australia after
the veteran dropped an easy
catch of Glenn Maxwell on
Yuzvendra Chahal's bowling
in Brisbane on Monday.

The incident happened in
the 11th over when Maxwell
tried to cut a flat delivery
from Chahal. Maxwell backed
away on the cutand gotatiny
edge, straight in and out of
DK's gloves. Fans were not
impressed with the effort,
saying these kinds of catches

should be taken at this level
though.

Earlier, KL Rahul and
Suryakumar Yadav played
superb knocks to power
India to 186 for 7 against
Australia in the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup warm-up
match at the Gabba in

Brisbane on October 17,
2022. KL Rahul smashed 57
off 33 while Suryakumar
Yadav scored 50 off 33 while
Australia's Kane Richardson
took four wickets, and Glenn
Maxwell and Ashton Agar
bagged one wicket each.
Dinesh Karthik had an
ordinary outing with the bat
too, as he departed after
playing a cameo of 20 runs in
14 deliveries. He was
dismissed while trying to pull
but it went straight to the
fielder stationed atdeep mid-
wicket on the delivery from
Richardson.
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