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Editorial

Will oppositions unity last?

After the initial Patna meet, top leaders of 26 political
parties were in attendance in Bengaluru on July 17 and
18. This is a significant rise from the 16 parties that got
together in Patna on June 23. How far will this go? Can a
motley group of parties combine forces effectively? The
tried and tested Third Front experiments still evoke
uninspiring memories. Since the late 1980s, such
stitching of coalitions has become a regular feature,
especially in the run-up to the general elections. Like
always, the opposition this time too, has too many prime
The
heavyweights, who are highly ambitious, and many of
them won’t think twice before scooting to the NDA side if

ministerial aspirants.

they get the right offer.

From the mercurial Mamata Banerjee to the
unpredictable Arvind Kejriwal, the grouping has many
who can just take off on their own on any given day. So
irrespective of the ‘common’ goal, the guarantee that the
opposition will stay glued seems thin. The Congressisn’t
considered the big brother anymore, butitis a tag that it
won’t let go easily. Congress general secretary Jairam
Ramesh had earlier said: “Every political party wants to
take something from the Congress. This will not do. This
third front experiment that we had is not an experiment
thatshould berepeated.” Even before the adhesive begins
to stick, it seems to be falling apart. The ‘Pawar’ play and
the resultant split wide open aren’t restricted to any one
party. Such unpredictability will never enthuse the
voters. Even now, nobody knows the real NCP stand. The
beginning of the opposition alliance itselfis seeing many
pulls and pressures. The Congress, which was cagey in
supporting the Aam Aadmi Party on Delhi Ordinance, had
to finally budge in the face of AAP’s threat to boycott the

Bengaluru meeting.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

camp has multiple

How Uttar Pradesh’s Ec

The Uttar Pradesh
government’s central theme
has been facilitating

universal access to excellent
and quality education, which
can lead to the holistic
developmentofanindividual
vis-a-vis  society.  Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
relentlessly been working to
transform and revamp the
state’s educational structure.
The immediate policy
attention in the state has
been on ensuring that the
dropout rate falls and the
enrollment rate is
maximised. The state is
taking every initiative to
bloom as many flowers as
possible, keeping late Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s policy of ‘Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan’ as the

cardinal motto.
Under the Yogiregime, the
status of education

infrastructure and facilities
has tremendously improved,
addressing the growing
developmental imperatives
of the country. With the
quickly changing landscape,
the Uttar Pradesh
government has emphasised
the development of students’
foundational and cognitive

its two-
pronged strategy. First,
availability and accessibility
of schools regardless of
socio-economic background
to improve the enrollment
ratio and revamp access to
the hinterlands. The second
strategy is to focus on the
qualitative and substantive
aspects of education by
inculcating quality education
based on robust output. On
both scales, Uttar Pradesh
hasimproved during the Yogi

capac1t1es with

government.

The practical
implementation of the first
strategy can be traced

Jobs provided to 11,000 youths
in one month: UP govt

The Uttar Pradesh
government led by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
provided employment to
more than six lakh youths of
the state in the last six years
and more than 11,000 in a
month, the state government
said on Wednesday. The
government has also been
maintaining absolute
transparency inrecruitments
since 2017 to ensure that only

eligible candidates get
selected. Itisnoteworthy that
Chief Minister Yogi
distributed  appointment
letters to 1,148 Sub-
Inspectors selected by the
Uttar Pradesh Police

Recruitment and Promotion
Board on]uly 6,including 587
Assistant ~ Sub-Inspectors
(Clerk), 217 Sub-Inspectors
(Confidential), and 344
Assistant  Sub-Inspectors
(Accounts). Moreover,
appointment letters were
given to 227 constables
selected under sports quota
on July 8. In the last six years,
the Yogi government has
made recruitments on more
than 1.5 lakh positions in the
Uttar Pradesh Police
Department alone. An

through the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER),
whichrecords theincreasing
trend in the student
enrollment ratio in the state,
specifically in rural areas.
According to the report, the
enrollment of children
between the age of 6 to 14 in
Uttar Pradesh was 43.1
percent in 2018, which
exponentially improved to
56.3 percent in 2021. If one
observes the changes in the
enrollment percentage in
various states between 2018
and 2021, Uttar Pradesh
seems to be on the upper
echelons in the education

additional 2500 recruitments
were made for dependents of
the deceased personnel. All
this has contributed to
enhanced security in Uttar
Pradesh. Furthermore, the
state government has also

encouraged athletes by
providing them with
government jobs. Several

athletes have been provided
with gazetted jobs in Uttar
Pradesh in the recent past.
Moreover, Chief Minister Yogi
has also honoured the youths
from time to time. On 9th June,
a felicitation ceremony was
organized for 23 candidates
selected through the Union
Public Service Commission
and 95 candidates through
the Uttar Pradesh Public
Service Commission under
the Mukhyamantri
Abhyudaya Yojana. According

sector,markingapushof13.2
percent, which is more than
the national advancement of
6.1 percent. The girl’s
enrollment ratio in 2021
improved to 58.1 percent
from 51.9 percent, and boys
from 47.8 percent to 54.8
percentinthe sameyear. UP’s
education measures and
literacy rate have increased
from 67.68 percent in 2011
to 81.8 percent and 73.0
percentin males and females,
respectively,in2022.One can
also see an increase in the
percentile of women’s
literacy rate of 9.6 percent in
2022 fromthatof2021.

to the government, over 1.25
lakh women have been
provided with government
jobs. The state government
implemented a new MSME
policy-2022 and started an
annualloanschemeofRs 2.35
lakh crore. Additionally, more
than 21,000 products were
sold on ODOP-e-commerce
portaland about 1.51akhjobs
werealso created through the
Mukhyamantri Yuva
Swarozgar Yojana. Under the
Skill Development Mission,
more than 10.20 lakh youth
trained in various trades were
given employment. Notably,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will hand over
appointment letters to 936
youths in various
departments at a program
organized at Lok Bhavan on
Thursday.

ucation Modelis Makmg a Difference?

The state government not
only focused on improving
the enrollment rate of the
children amidst the
pandemic but also ensured
that students were equipped
with textbooks. The
government’s reform in the
education system is evident
from the escalating
percentage of students who
have textbooks in UP
increased from 79.6 percent
in 2020 to 91.3 percent in
both the public and the
private schools.

Under this strategy, the
plan was to “significantly
improve thelearninglevelsin
basicreadingand arithmetic;
introduce and sustain
innovative teaching-learning
practices in schools, and to
build monitoring, mentoring
and academic support
capacity at block and district
levels”. The Yogi government
facilitated the GLP by
providing technological
amenities, other materials
for classrooms and student
training, and the managerial
level of resource persons.
The improvement of the
teaching-learning was also
contingent upon recruiting
and monitoring the teachers.
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