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need to fire in unison.

Well won: On Sri Lanka’s Asia
Cup victory

Originally pencilled in as the host, it was fitting that Sri
Lanka won the Asia Cup even if the championship was held in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE ). The debilitating economic
crisis in the island-nation meant that Sri Lanka had to shift the
continental tournament’s base to the UAE but even in the desert
sands, Dasun Shanaka's men felt at home. And during Sunday’s
final at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium, Sri Lanka de-
fied the odds to defeat Pakistan by 23 runs. In a tournament
where teams chasing have often prevailed, Sri Lanka was strug-
gling at 58 for five before a rear-guard action from Bhanuka
Rajapaksa and Wanindu Hasaranga meant that the eventual
champion posted 170 for six in 20 overs. It was not a steep target
but summit clashes unleash excess pressure and Pakistan failed
to get past the wily Sri Lankans. Seamer Pramod Madushan's
four wickets and spinner Hasaranga's all-round turn with three
scalps, meant that Pakistan wound up at 147. It may have been
despair for Babar Azam's men but there is no mistaking the
overall joy that both the finalists gifted to their respective fans.
If Sri Lanka is yet to get over its financial issues back home,
Pakistan is struggling with severe floods that have affected
lives and struck at its economy. Surely, cricket offered some
cheer. If Sri Lanka lost its first game against Afghanistan and
yet lasted the distance and won the title, the reverse happened
for India. In the preliminary rounds Rohit Sharma’s men domi-
nated; however, in the super-four stage, India succumbed to
both Pakistan and Sri Lanka and even if Afghanistan was
quelled, the exit door remained open. Having won the Asia Cup
on seven occasions, the latest edition offered a sobering note to
India. The top order troika of Rohit, K.L.. Rahul and Virat Kohli

(Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)

India Pick Squad; Rohit Sharma Is Captain,
Jasprit Bumrah And Harshal Patel Return

The BCCI on Monday named a
15-man squad to be led by Rohit
Sharma for the upcoming ICC
Men's T20 World Cup 2022 to be
held in Australia in October-
November. KL, Rahul will continue
to be the vice-captain in a star-stud-
ded squad that has seen the return
of fit-again pace bowling duo of
Jasprit Bumrah and Harshal Patel.

The selection is on expected line
with Rohit, Virat Kohli, Rahul,
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak Hooda
named named as specialist batters.
Hardik Pandya and Axar Patel are
the two allrounders in the squad.

Rishabh Pant and veteran Dinesh
Karthik have been named as the two
wicketkeepers. In a good news for
the Indian team though Bumrah
and Harshal have regained full fit-
ness and will form the core of their
pace attack that also comprises
Bhuvneshwar Kumar. Left-arm fast
bowler Arshdeep Singh has been re-
warded for his impressive start to
international career and will pro-
vide a different dimension to the
team's pace attack.Spin department
will be manned by veteran

We can always crib about selection’:
Sunil Gavaskar's no-nonsense judgement
on India's T20 World Cup squad

Fit-again pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah and death overs
specialist Harshal were back as
the national selection committee
named a 15-member India squad
for next month's T20 World Cup
on Monday. Injuries had ruled
both players out of the squad for
the just-concluded Asia Cup T20
tournament, which saw India's
exit during the 'Super 4' phase.
Experienced Mohammed Shami
also returned to the set-up,
though as a standby, while
Avesh Khan found no place in
the bowling mix. India also
made a change in their spin at-
tack with Ravi Bishnoi getting
pipped by senior off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin.
Yuzvendra Chahal covers the
base alongside Ashwin and Axar
Patel, who comes in replace-
ment of injured Ravindra
Jadeja.

Bishnoi, who has maximised
his limited chances at the high-
est level, remains on the standby
list but

Gavaskar feels the youngster

legendary  Sunil
has got age on his side. He ad-
vised the leggie to turn himself
into an Tundroppable? player
for the Indian team manage-
ment. Bishnoi began his Indian

Premier League (IPL) spell

with Punjab Kings, with spin
great Anil Kumble as the head
coach. His consistent perform-
ances earned him a spot in the
new franchise — Lucknow Super
Giants. For India, the 22-year-
old has picked up 16 wickets in
10 T20
far.Well, he has got age on his
is another T20
World Cup in a couple of year's

Internationals so
side. There

time. There are so many T20
World Cups that he can play in
the future. He should now per-
form in such a way that he be-
comes undroppable. So that's
the only way to look at it. He is a
young man, it's good experience
for him to know he can't get into
every team,X Gavaskar said
while speaking to India
Today.Gavaskar also said that
the side looks stronger after the

return of Bumrah and Harshal.
Bumrah missed the Asia Cup
with a back injury that has kept
him out of action since mid-
July, while Harshal was ruled
out with a rib injury.

India have retained both
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Arshdeep Singh, who competed
in the Asia Cup. Deepak Chahar
is among the standbys. This
looks a very good team. With
Jasprit Bumrah and Harshal
Patel coming in, it looks like
India will be able to defend their
totals. India have had problems
in trying to defend totals. These
two stalwarts coming in will
certainly give the edge to India
when defending totals.Deepak
Chahar is one name that stands
out, but they have also retained
Arshdeep Singh, who gives a
left-arm option in the attack.

Ravichandran Ashwin, Yuzvendra

Chahal with assistance from Axar
and part-timer Hooda.

Avesh Khan is the lone member
of the Asia Cup squad who seems to
have been snubbed while Ravindra
Jadeja is out with injury. Deepak
Chahar and young spinner Ravi
Bishnoi have been named in the
standby list alongside Mohammed
Shami and Shreyas Iyer.India squad
for ICC T20 World Cup: Rohit
Sharma (captain ), KL Rahul (vice-
captain ), Virat Kohli, Suryakumar
Yadav, Deepak Hooda, Rishabh
Pant (wicket-keeper), Dinesh
Karthik (wicket-keeper ), Hardik
Pandya, Ravichandran Ashwin,

Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar Patel,
Jasprit Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Harshal Patel, Arshdeep
Singh.Standby players - Mohd.
Shami, Shreyas Iyer, Ravi Bishnoi,
Deepak Chahar. The T20 World Cup
will get underway from October 16
with the final slated for November
13. India have been pooled in Group
2 alongside Pakistan, South Africa,
Bangladesh and two qualifiers.

India open their campaign on
October 23 at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground against Pakistan. Last year,
India exited from the group stage it-
self after losing their opening two
matches to Pakistan and New
Zealand.

Tweet from Shane Warne's
official handle on his 53rd
birthday enthrals the internet

Shane Warne's family posted a

tribute on Twitter for the late
cricketer on what would have been
his 53rd-birthday. The legendary
leg spinner died at the age of 52 in
March this year in the island of
Koh Samui, Thailand, of a suspect-
ed heart attack. A legacy gives you
a perspective on what's important.
It is about the richness of an indi-
vidual's life, including what they
accomplished and the impact they
had on people and places. Shane’s
Legacy will live on. Happy birthday
- always in our hearts. A legacy
gives you a perspective on what's
important.

It is about the richness of an in-
dividual's life, including what they
accomplished and the impact they
had on people and places. The post
was well-received by fans, who
paid their own heartfelt tributes.
One fan wrote, IMy heart skipped
a beat thinking it was him. I can
never forget his voice, his leg spin,
his eyes, his tongue, his aura, his

dominance. Love you Warnie for-
ever.Very rarely do you meet a
genuine superstar who is both
humble and makes you feel your
job is level to his. Wether it be me
as I was a barman or they guy that
cleans the toilet. Everyone was
equal. Happy birthday Shane. May
you shine brightly forever, another
fan commented.

Can't think of anyone else who
had a major impact on me while
growing up. Still at times I think he
is still around. Shane's personality
was something beyond words, said
another fan. Considered to be one
of the greatest cricketers in history,
Wanre made 145 Test appearances
for Australia, taking 708 wickets,
making him the second highest
wicket-taker in that format. He is
also only the second bowler after
Sri Lanka's Muttiah Muralitharan
to register 1000 wickets in ODIs
and Tests. In ODI cricket, he
bagged 293 dismissals in 194
games.
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