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Editorial

Celebrating the
confluence of cultures

Uniting India spiritually, culturally and historically has
been one of the main missions of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. A sterling example of this is the month-long “Kashi-
Tamil Sangamam”, which will culminate on December 16
in the world’s oldest living city — Kashi, also known as
Varanasi. While inaugurating this cultural and spiritual
extravaganza last month, PM Modi said that “Kashi is the
cultural capital of India whereas Tamil Nadu and Tamil
culture are at the centre of India’s antiquity and glory”. He
drew several parallels between Kashi and Tamil Nadu to
give the message that India is a united country, and its
traditions and heritage are strongly interwoven. The
Kashi-Tamil Sangamam is the confluence of Kashi and
Tamil Nadu, which are timeless centres of Indian
civilisation. Itis an effort to strengthen the bond between
the North and South, make people aware of the cultural
proximity of the two centres and bring the young
generation closer to great Indian traditions, arts, culture
and religion. Today, Kashi’'s glory has been restored as the
global centre of spiritualism and culture. We also have
Dakshin Kashi in Tamil Nadu. When PM Modi says both
have theirimportance in the form of “Kashi-Kanchi” in the
(the seven holy pilgrimage sites in
Hinduism), he takes us on ajourney from Baba Vishwanath
Dham in Kashi to Lord Rameshwaram in Tamil Nadu. PM
Modi says, “Both Kashiand Tamil Nadu are the birthplaces
and ‘karma bhoomi’ (workplace) of the greatest acharyas
of Indian spirituality. Kashiis the land of devotees of Tulsi,
while Tamil Nadu is the land of Saint Thiruvalluvar. You can
find the same energy in different colours of Kashi and
Tamil Nadu in every sphere and dimension oflife...

“Sapta Puris”

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Rahul Dravid reveals how he handled
Virat Kohli during his lean patch: You
have to look beyond numbers

India head coach Rahul
Dravid is back with the side
after a short break after the
T20 World Cup. The head
coach has undertaken the
tour of Bangladesh, and has
sethis eyes on the ODI World
Cup 2023, set to be held in
India. One of the biggest
assests of the Indian team,
Virat Kohli found his form
back after an extended lean
patch under Dravid, when he
broke the shackles and
scored a century against
Afghanistan in the Asia Cup
2022. Kohli continued his
form in the T20 World Cup,
coming outas the bestbatter
from the Indian side. He
scored an iconic 82* against
Pakistan, an innings that will
go down as one of the best
T20 knocks played by him in
his career. Dravid, who has
been at the helm since late
2021, said thatasacoachitis
always tough as a coach to
watch when a player at the
stature of Virat Kohli is going
through rough patch of form.

"It was not easy for him
since the standards that he
has set for himself," Dravid
told official broadcaster

SonyLivin an interview.

However, the former
Indian batter said that it has
been fantastic to watch Kohli
train and prepare for his
game.

"It has been a fantastic to
watch Virat Kohli train and
prepare over the last one and
a half years," Dravid further
added.

Asked about how he dealt
with Kohli's form as a coach,
Dravid said that it was
important to realise that
Kohlihad notbatted poorly at
the time when half centuries
and centuries were not
coming. "As coaches it is our
job to look beyond those
numbers and see that he had
batted really well in that
period of time,” the India
head coach concluded. In the
Bangladesh series, Kohli
scored a century in the final
ODI of the three-match
series, putting up his 72nd
career hundred.

Bangladesh vs India: After
Cheteshwar Pujara, Shreyas
lyer misses out on hundred

India middle order batter
Shreyas Iyer fell just short of
his 2nd Test match century
on the second day of the first
Test match between India
and Bangladesh. lyer was
dismissed in the morning
session of the Day 2 by pacer
Ebadot  Hossain,  who
dismissed the batter with a
peach, crashing the ball into
the off stump. This was not
the first time that Ebadot hit
Iyer's off stump. He did so,
late on Day 1 as well, in a
delivery on the off stump that
stayed low.

Outfoxed Iyer in the 84th
over of Day 1 failed to
negotiate that. However, to
Ebadot's ill luck, the zing
bails did not come off and
Iyer remained in the crease.
The Kolkata Knight Riders
captain combined with
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Cheteshwar Pujarato rebuild
the Indian innings, after the
top order of Shubman Gill, KL
Rahul and Virat Kohli failed to
score big. The duo put
together 149 runs in 317
balls to keep India in the
game. While Pujara was
dismissedat90 onDay 1, Iyer
survived. nHowever, he
remained agonisingly short
ofawell deserved century on
the second day. Speaking
after the conclusion on first

b -
771

e

day, Pujara said that it was a
difficult pitch to bat on and
that India would be in a
decent position if they were
to score 350 in the first
innings. He spoke about the
turn and the variable bounce
that the track offered from
the second over of the game.
However, if the history of
Chattogram is anything to go
by, Chattogram does tend to
getbetterasabattingtrackas
the match progresses.

Andrew Flintoff's son Corey reveals former England
all-rounder is ‘lucky to be allve after terrifying crash

Former England all-rounder
Andrew Flintoff's son said
his father was "lucky to be
alive" after a car accident
while filming an episode of
the BBC's "Top Gear" show.
Flintoff, who retired from
cricket in 2010 and joined
Top Gear as a host in 2019,
was treated at the accident
scene before being taken to a
hospital on Tuesday, with the
BBC reporting that his
injuries are not life-
threatening. The incident
happened at Top Gear's test
track at Dunsfold Park
Aerodrome in Surrey. ['m not
too sure what happened but
he is lucky to be alive,
Flintoff's 16-year-old son
Corey told the Daily Mail on
Wednesday. "It was a pretty

nasty crash. Itis shocking. We
are all shocked but just hope
he's going to be OK."

While many people now
associate Flintoff with his
television work, he is best
remembered as a star all-
rounder, mostnotably during
the unforgettable Ashes
victory in 2005. He went on
to lead his country, earning
79 Test capsand 148limited-
overs appearances. Nasser
Hussain, one of his
predecessors as England
captain, is commenting on

the current tour of Pakistan
and reports that Ben Stokes'

team has been thinking of
Flintoff since hearing the
news.

"We have been followingit
out here and trying to get in
touch with Freddie’s agent
and people around Freddie,"
Hussain told Sky Sports.

"The England team are in
their team room and they're
alittle bitconcerned. Fingers
crossed that Freddieis OK.He
is alarger than life character.
Hopefully, good news will
follow." Meanwhile, the
Health and Safety Executive
has said it is looking into the
accident. HSE is aware of this

incident and is making
inquiries," said a
spokesperson.

Is Karim Benzema rejoining France's FIFA World
Cup squad? Didier Deschamps refuses to comment

France coach Didier
Deschamps refused to
comment on whether Karim
Benzema is rejoining the
squad for the FIFA World Cup
2022 final. France, who are
lookingto clinch their second
successive World Cup title,
defeated Morocco 2-0 to set
up a summit clash with
Argentina on December 18.
There have been reports that
the 2022 Ballon d'Or winner
Benzema could return to
Qatar for the final, having
returned to full training with

_—

Real Madrid. Benzema was
originally named in
Deschamps' World Cup

squad before being ruled out
after pickingup athigh injury
during training on the eve of
the tournament.

It is to be noted that
Deschamps never replaced

Benzema, which means he is
still eligible for a return. The
France coach declined to
comment on the report
instead of denying it. "I don't
really want to answer that
question,” Deschamps told
FOX Sports. "Next question. |
do apologize." France camp
has been hit by illness
recently asmidfielder Adrien
Rabiot and defender Dayot
Upamecano did not train on
Tuesday. None of them
featured in the semi-final
against Morocco.
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