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Editorial
A death unforetold: On assassination
of Shinzo Abe

Shinzo Abe was a popular, even if divisive, politician who was no

Istranger to controversies. But he was also one of the most consequen-
tialist leaders of post-war Japan. Since his rise to power in 2006 until
his tragic assassination last week, he remained a tall presence in
Japan's politics and his views reshaped the country's global profile.
When he became Prime Minister for the second time in 2012, Japan's
economy was in recession. A year earlier, an earthquake and tsunami
had wreaked havoc, Killing up to 20,000 people. Its U.S.-reliant foreign
and pacifist defence policies faced a new challenge with the rapid rise of
China. Abe believed that Japan should first rebuild its economy if it
wanted to address other challenges. His economic programme with
“three arrows” — monetary easing, higher fiscal spending and liberali-
|sation — or “Abenomics”; helped Japan come out of recession. His gov-
ernment oversaw the post-quake reconstruction, and in foreign policy
he adopted a more hawkish line that was unapologetic of Japan'’s vio-
lent imperial past. He wanted to rewrite the country’s U.S.-drafted post-
war pacifist Constitution to allow the military to take a bigger role in
national security. In 2013, as Prime Minister, he visited the Yasukuni
Shrine, a controversial memorial for Japan's war dead, including its
war criminals. These actions triggered criticisms in the region, but at
home, Abe used them to reshape the national security debate. Abe may
not have succeeded in restoring Japan's economic superpower status
while his attempts to rewrite the Constitution met with strong opposi-
tion from sections of the political class and society for whom memories
of its past militarism are still afresh. But Abe left a lasting imprint on
its security thinking, spending more on defence (breaking the long-
held cap of 1% ). Having realised the limits of Japan's power in meeting
regional challenges, he advocated a deeper relationship with the U.S.
and pushed for a regional response to China’s rise. He was one of the
strongest advocates of the Quad, and by the time he left power in 2020,
the Quad had been revitalised. (Dr.Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava)
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Is Virat Kohli's form major concern?
Rohit Sharma responds, disagrees with
Kapil Dev's comments over his place

Team India almost pulled off a
miraculous chase of 216 against
England in the third and final
game of the T20I series but fell
by 17
Suryakumar Yadav's magnificent

short runs despite
century. While Surya played a
blinder, India's top-order failed to
get going and the cloud over Virat
Kohli's form has only deepened.

Kohli hasn't been in great
touch, whether it was the IPL,
Test matches, or T20Is and many
experts and former cricketers in-
cluding Kapil Dev, Ajay Jadeja,
and Venkatesh Prasad have di-
rectly or indirectly suggested that
the former skipper on current
form shouldn't be selected, espe-
cially in the shortest format, giv-
en how some of the new players
have performed

Is Virat Kohli's place uncer-
tain ? Is his form a huge concern
with just three months to go to
the T20 World Cup? Skipper
Rohit Sharma was asked the same
after the end of the T20I series in
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reference to Kapil Dev's com-
ments where the 1983 World
Cup-winning captain said that
when someone like Ravichandran
Ashwin can be dropped from
overseas Tests, why not Kohli
from T20Is, given how other
young players get going straight-
away. Rohit came in defence of
Kohli saying that the outside
chatter doesn't matter inside the
dressing room as there's a lot of
thought behind the team they se-
lect and they back the players
who are in the team and one or
more bad series won't decide their
fate. They [experts] are watching
the game from outside and does
not know what is happening in-

‘ F
We have our though

side.
process. We build our team and
behind this, there is a lot of
thinking. We back the boys and
give them opportunities. So, these
things you do not get to know
from outside. So, whatever is
happening outside is not impor-
tant but what is happening inside
is more important for us, Rohit
said at the post-match press con-
ference.

Rohit said that every player
goes through ups and downs in
their career but that doesn't mean
that they can overlook their past
performances. If you talk about
form then everyone goes through
ups and downs.

Malaysia Masters: HS Prannoy
loses to Angus Ng Ka Long in
semis; India's campaign over

Star Indian shut-
tler HS Prannoy's
rampaging run at the
Malaysia  Masters
Super 500 tourna-
ment hit a roadblock
as he slipped to a
narrow three-game
loss against Hong

Kong's NG Ka Long

Angus in a mistake-
filled men's singles semifinal here
on Saturday. It was heartbreak
once again in the semifinals for
the Indian as he squandered a
one-game advantage to go down
21-17 9-21 17-21 against NG Ka
Long after battling for an hour
and four minutes at the Axiata
Arena here.

Heading into the match with a
4-4 career record, Prannoy, who
had defeated Ng Ka Long in the
last three meetings, picked the
good side after winning the toss.

It seemed to come back to haunt
him as he looked in firm control
in the first game but struggled
with his length and drowned in a
pool of unforced errors after
changing ends. After a nervy start
in the opening game, Prannoy
marched ahead to a 5-3 lead with
two exquisite cross court jump
smashes.

The Indian didn't try to play at a

breathtaking pace but rather fo-

cussed on constructing the rallies
and punishing the weak returns
with a pitch-perfect placement. He
had a four-point cushion at the
break. Ng Ka Long tried to use his
smashes to gather points but he
was guilty of missing some easy
chances as Prannoy maintained
his four-point lead till 17-13.

Prannoy then gave two points
away with a couple of miscued
shots before prevailing in a paral-
lel exchange and soon grabbed
four game point opportunities. He
missed the first one before closing
out the opening game with anoth-
er perfect placement at the base-
line.

However, after the change of
sides, Prannoy struggled to con-
trol the shuttle in drifty condi-
tions while Ng Ka Long showed
better execution to keep a firm
grip on the rallies.
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