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Editorial

Ordinary men: On the Aam Aadmi
Party’s Hindu politics

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is trying to expand its
footprint beyond its cradle of Delhi. It is also seeking to
capitalise on its success in Punjab, where it formed a
government earlier this year, and which boosted that
ambition. The party is now eyeing Gujarat, where the
contestbetween the BharatiyaJanata Party (B]JP) and the
Congress went down to the wire in 2017, and elections
are due later this year. AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal is
spendingalotoftimein the State in the hope of displacing
the Congress to emerge as the prime challenger to the BJP,
which has been in power since the 1990s. The BJP faces
significant anti-incumbency though the Hindutva sauce
thatitdishes outgenerously madeitmore palatable than
the Congress all this while. Mr. Kejriwal has an expanding
catalogue of promises for Gujaratis. He has now promised
a fully paid pilgrimage for Gujaratis, mainly senior
citizens, to Ayodhya, after being labelled by the BJP as
‘anti-Hindu’. Mr. Kejriwal has never lost an opportunity
to wear his Hindu credentials on his sleeve, but suddenly
found himself on the back foot after Rajendra Pal Gautam,
a Minister in AAP’s Delhi government — he has since
resigned — took part in a gathering of Ambedkarites
recently, where they had pledged to disown Hindu
religion and its deities. Mr. Kejriwal gave the Dalitleader
his marching orders. The expulsion of the Dalit leader
from the AAP Council of Ministers in Delhi is in contrast
with the complete backing that Mr. Kejriwal continues to
offer another Minister who remains in office while being
in jail on corruption charges. Therein lies the
fundamental challenge to AAP’s national plan. The party
had fashioned itself as an anti-corruption platform that
offered good governance, transparency and
accountability.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Chelsea coach Graham
Potter says Fikayo Tomorired
card changed the game

Chelsea head coach Graham
Potter has said the Fikayo
Tomori's red card changed
the game for Chelsea at San
Siro. Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Jorginho
scored to give Chelsea a 2-0
win over AC Milan in the
UEFA Champions League.

The newly appointed
head coach insisted that the
penalty was a big moment in
the game and changed what
Milan could do.

"Firstly, to get a penalty
and then a red card is a big
moment (in the match).
Everybody would agree with
thatasitchangesthe gamein
terms of what Milan want to
do. For us, we still have to
make it count and it isn't
straightforward playing
against 10 men, especially
here asany action canlead to
agoaland then the crowd are
sointo the game again. Soit's
really difficult. It was a big
momentbutlfeltwe could do
enough11v11.

But the referee has made
adecision and we have to get

Novak Djokovic's Australia ban
waiver would be ‘slap in the face’
says former Australian minister

Former Home Affairs
Minister Karen Andrews said
that waiving Novak

Djokovic's visaban tolethim
play the Australian Open
would be a "slap in the face"
for Australian people who
were vaccinated for COVID-
19. Djokovic was deported
from Australia in the leadup
to the Grand Slam in January
for  declining to Dbe
vaccinated.

Although Djokovic is
prohibited from entering the
nation until 2025, the
government may waive his
three-year visaban. Australia
repealed a law requiring
foreign visitors to register
whether they had had the
COVID vaccine in July, and
Djokovic said he was looking
for "good news" on his
application to play in the
Australian Openin 2019.

Andrews said, however,
that the rule change should
have no Dbearing on
Djokovic's case.

"There would have been
other people in similar
circumstances that have also

had their visas canceled,” the
lawmaker told ABC Radio on
Monday.

"So if immigration now
chooses to make a special

allowance for Novak
Djokovic, the obvious
question is what are they
goingtodoaboutanyone else
who may be in similar
circumstances?"
Australia's Home Affairs
ministry reiterated that it

does not comment on
individual cases.
Andrews said lifting

Djokovic's ban would be a
"slap in the face for those
people in Australia who did
the right thing (and) got

vaccinated."

"(Why should) Novak
Djokovic be allowed back
into the country simply
because he's a high-ranking
tennis player with many
millions of dollars?”" she
added.

"It shouldn't be just one
rule for (him) and a different
rule for everyone else."

Djokovic, who has won
the Australian Open arecord
nine times, was unable to
travel to New York for the
recent U.S. Open because he
was not vaccinated but said
he had no regrets about
missing two of the year's four
Grand Slams.

on with it," said Potter.

The Englishman
touched upon Reece James,
who picked up an injury
against the [talian
champions.

"Reece, we're hoping he'll
be ok. (We'll need) 24-48
hoursbecauseit'stoo early to
tell you anything more than
that," Potter added. Potter
also showered praise on
Aubameyang, saying it looks
like he's enjoying his football
and scoring goals.

"No, we've not done
anythingspecial, it'salldown
to him. He has been building
his fitness up. We spoke
before that he came from a

also

difficult summer so it's been
a case of building up his
match minutes up and the
more he gets the stronger he
gets, and the more we
understand him the more he
understands us. Everyone
knows his quality and it's
greatfor him. Helookslike he
is enjoying his football and
scoring goals is important,”
said Potter.

Chelsea registered their
fourth win in a row under
new manager Graham Potter.
With this win, the Blues
moved above RB Salzburg
into first place in their group
in the UEFA Champions
League.

India vs South Africa: Shubman
Gill says he's quite disappointed

by the way he got out

India batter Shubman Gill has
said that he's quite
disappointed by the way he
got out after missing out on a
half-century against South
Africa in Delhi. Team India
beat the Proteas by 7 wickets
to win the three-match ODI
series 2-1. Speaking after the
match, Gill said he was
disappointed by his dismissal
but went on to praise the
bowlers for their effort
throughout the series. "Quite
disappointed by the way [ got
out. Butall thelearnings from
the series - the way we were
down and the way we came
back was tremendous. The
bowlers did a greatjob in this
series. Really pleasing series
for us," said Gill. The 23-year-
old said the young players in
the team showed character to
prove they have what it takes
toflourishinthe biggeststage
of international cricket.
"There were a lot of young
players, including myself. The
way we came back showed we
have the character that it
takes. The talk was just to
express ourselves and trust
the process. It doesn't matter

what the resultis,” Gilladded.
Kuldeep Yadav was the star
man for India as he picked up
four wickets to guide India to
a 7-wicket victory over South
Africa at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in Delhi. The men in
blue bowled out the tourists
for 99 in 27.1 overs, their
lowest total against India.
Captain Shikhar Dhawan and
I[shan Kishan fell cheaply but
Gill joined hands with vice-
captain Shreyas Iyer to
stabilize the Indian innings.
Gill fell just one run short of
his half century as India
romped home to a seven-
wicketvictory with 31.5 overs
still to spare. This was South
Africa’s third heaviest defeat
in one-day internationals.
Team India will now turn
their focus on the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup in Australia,
where they will face the hosts
in their first warm-up game
on October 17.
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