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Ravi Shastri wants Hardik Pandya to only

play in shorter format till World T20

Women at the top: On 2021
Civil Services results

Taking another step towards equity, three women, Shruti
Sharma, Ankita Agarwal and Gamini Singla, secured the first,
second and third ranks, respectively, in the 2021 Civil Services
examinations conducted by the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC). Considered one of the toughest examinations to crack,
the girls emerged successfully at the top in their second attempt,
and in the case of the second-ranker, in her third try. All three
women agreed that it was a long, difficult and challenging jour-
ney. With 10 of the top 25 rank-holders being women, there is a
lot to celebrate — and ponder over. According to the latest All
India Survey on Higher Education report, published by the
Ministry of Education for 2019-2020, the gross enrolment ratio
in higher education for the female population is 27.3%, compared
to 26.9% for males. In this backdrop, women comprised only 26%
— or 177 — of the total of 685 candidates recommended by the
UPSC for appointment to the Indian Administrative Service
(IAS), Indian Foreign Service (IFS), Indian Police Service
(IPS) and Central Services, Group A and B. This skewed statistic
must change because public service offers a unique opportunity
to bring about social change, and women can drive this, especial-
ly in a country where girls often have to drop out of school for a
variety of reasons, from poverty, early marriage to lack of toi-
lets.Ms. Sharma hails from Bijnor (Uttar Pradesh ), Ms. Agarwal
from Kolkata and Ms. Singla from Sunam (Punjab ), and each of
their stories is that of struggle and persistence. It has been a
hard-fought battle for women to come this far in the IAS, and
sometimes a trickier road awaits them once inside the steel
framework of the administrative setup.(Dr.DheerajKumarBhargava)

Hardik Pandya has made a
stunning comeback on the field
with his outstanding all-round
show for the Gujarat Titans in
the recently concluded 2022
season of the Indian Premier
League. The 28-year-old from
Baroda finished as the highest
run getter for the Ahmedabad-
based side and also picked up
eight wickets besides leading
them to the title triumph in
their first attempt itself.

The 2022 season of the IPL
was the first time Hardik was
seen in action since the forget-
ful 2021 T20 World Cup in
which India failed to reach the
The
Mumbai Indians star was part

knockouts. former
of the Indian team in that mega
event which took place in the
United Arab Emirates,
even though he rolled his arm,
the all-rounder didn't look ful-
ly fit throughout the tourna-

and

ment.
But now, after staying away
from the ground for almost six

Portugal's Ronaldo misses out on hat-
trick vs Switzerland; Messi smashes 5
for Argentina in Estonia friendly

Two of the greatest players
in the modern era of the beau-
tiful game, Portuguese goal
machine Cristiano Ronaldo
and Argentine stalwart Lionel
Messi extended their domi-
nance in international football
on Monday. Argentina captain
Messi enjoyed a goal-fest out-
ing for La Albiceleste (The
White and Sky Blue) in the re-
cently concluded friendly
match against Estonia at
Spain's Pamplona.

Continuing his impressive
run in the international arena
following a forgetful first sea-
son at Paris Saint-Germain
(PSG), former FC Barcelona
captain Messi hammered
Estonia by netting five goals
for Argentina. With his goal-
scoring masterclass against

Estonia, Messi matched his ca-

reer-best performance in both
club and international football.
Messi had smashed five goals
against Bayer Leverkusen dur-
ing the UEFA Champions
League in 2012.

Messi has now scored goals
against 30 countries for
Argentina in the international
arena. The Argentina captain
has joined an elite list by find-
ing the back of the net on five
occasions in the friendly en-
counter against Estonia. The
seven-time Ballon d'Or is the
third player to score five goals
in a single game for Argentina
after Juan Andres Marvezy
The

Argentina international has

and Manuel Moreno.
also extended his tally of goals
to 86.

Ronaldo extends record goal
tally On the other hand,

Portugal's charismatic leader

Ronaldo scored a crucial brace
to help the 2016 UEFA Euro
winners register a massive win
over Switzerland at the Estadio
Jose Alvalade in Lisbon.

Ronaldo scored twice while
William Carvalho and Joao
Cancelo entered their names
on the scoresheet in Portugal's
4-0 win over Switzerland dur-
ing the ongoing edition of the
UEFA Nations League. Though
Ronaldo missed out on scoring
a memorable hat-trick at
home, the former Juventus
and Real Madrid superstar has
extended his record-goal tally
to 117 international goals. The
Manchester United icon and
five-time Ballon d'Or winner
is the all-time leading goal-
scorer in international foot-
ball.

months, Hardik worked upon

his skills and made a stunning
comeback. He looked fully fit in
the IPL and bowled in excess of
140kmph
matches
But with another T20 World
Cup scheduled to take place in

in the first few

less than five months' time,
former Indian coach Ravi
Shastri wants Hardik to man-
age his workload and should
only consider playing in the
shortest format of the game
until this year’s World T20.
¥He will walk back into that

squad for me either as a batter
or as an all-rounder. I don't
think he is that badly injured
where he cannot bowl you two
overs. He has had ample rest
and he will continue to have
ample rest because that's the
only format he should play go-
ing into the World Cup. They
shouldn't take the risk of mak-
ing him play ODI cricket,? said
Shastri in Star Sports' show
Game Plan.

Shastri further added that
Pandya does the job of two
players in the side.

Umran Malik not thinking
on breaking Akhtar's record
of fastest delivery

After his superlative per-

formances for  Sunrisers
Hyderabad in the recently con-
cluded 2022 season of the
Indian Premier League, pace
bowling sensation Umran
Malik has made his way to the
Indian team. The 22-year-old,
who was bowling in excess of
150kmph consistently through-
out the tournament, was re-
cently selected in India’s 18-
member squad which will be up
against South Africa in the
five-match T20I series which
starts on Thursday in Delhi.
The right-arm fast-bowler
has created a lot of hype with
his raw pace and he was on fire
in the 2022 TPL. Umran bowled
the fastest delivery in the
league's history by an Indian
bowler when he touched the 157
kmph mark against the Delhi
Capitals. And ahead of the start
of the T20I series against the
Proteas, the youngster from
Jammu City said that in the
upcoming series his focus is on
bowling well in the right areas
and contributing to the team'’s
success, and he isn’t thinking
former
Shoaib

Akhtar’s record of bowling the

about breaking

Pakistani pacer

fastest delivery in international

cricket at the moment, but will

surely target it in the future.

[ will target Shoaib Akhtar’s
fastest delivery record in the
future. If God is willing to
make it happen, I will give my
best and hopefully break the
record. My focus is not on that
record right now. I want to
bowl well, bowl in the right ar-
eas and help my country win all
five matches against South
Africa.

I want to keep it at 150 or
above to maintain my body and
strength,¥ Umran told News24
Sport.Notably,
Pakistani international Akhtar

former

holds the record for bowling
the fastest delivery in interna-
tional cricket when he touched
the 161.3 kmph mark against
England during the ICC World
Cup 2003 match in Cape Town.
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