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Editorial

Why Congress’loss in Gujaratis more
telling than its win in Himachall

The Congress can take some solace in pulling ahead of the
BJP in Himachal Pradesh. But victory in the hill state pales
when seen in the big picture that emerged starkly on
Thursday. The scale of Congress defeat in Gujarat and in
Delhi — municipal elections results were announced on
Wednesday - is dramatic: In Gujarat, its vote share has fallen
steeply whileits tallyin MCD has come down from 31 wards
to a mere 9. These results should force the Congress
leadership to reflect on the party’s inexorably shrinking
national footprint, ahead of assembly elections due in states
including Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarhin the next few months. In Himachal, less than
one per centvote share separates the winner from the loser.
Evidently, BJP rebels, anti-incumbency sentiment onissues
such as corruption and low apple prices, disgruntlement
over Agnipath and the pension scheme, worked against the
Jairam Thakur government, and the absence of a third force
— the AAP focused on Delhi and Gujarat — laid the ground
for Congress in Himachal. The challenge before the party
will be to keep its flock together and build a consensus on
the chief ministerial candidate. The drastic Congress defeat
in Gujarat overshadows the narrow Himachal win — in the
high-stakes Gujarat election, the party appeared to give up
the fight even before it started. It was busy dealing with a
leadership vacuum at the central level at a time when it
should have been focusing on the Gujarat campaign. Rahul
Gandhi set out on the Bharat Jodo Yatra instead of joining
the battle in Gujarat. Party resources that could have been
channeled for the election campaign got pulled in to
facilitate his yatra. In contrast, newcomer AAP showed a will
to fight, pooled in resources from its strongholds to
compensate for its lack of organisation in the state and

campaigned vigorously.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Impressive Brazil set blockbuster
clash with Croatia in quarters
with 4-1 win over South Korea

Brazil put on an impressive
display of attacking football to
crush South Korea 4-1 in the
Round of 16 World Cup clash on
Tuesday, with a mouth-
watering clash against 2018
finalists Croatia awaiting them
in the last eight. With this win,
Brazil stormed into their 8th
consecutive World Cup Quarter
Final and their 17th Quarter
Final in the World Cup. Brazil
took an early lead when
Vinicius calmly scored past a
horde of South Korean
defenders in the seventh
minute after receiving a cross
from Raphinha. Soon after,
Richarlison was brought down
by a clumsy kick from Jung
Woo-young, and French referee
Clement Turpin pointed to the
spot. And Neymar converted a
first-half penalty for his 76th
goal with Brazil and move one
shy of Pele's all-time scoring
record with the national team.
Richarlison made it 3-0 for
Brazil in the 29th minute after
receiving a pass from Thiago
Silva that split the defence, and
Paqueta added a fourth goal
seven minutes later after

arriving in the box just in time
to volley home a Vinicius cross.
Richarlison made it 3-0 for
Brazil in the 29th minute after

receiving a pass from Thiago
Silva that split the defence, and
Paqueta added a fourth goal
seven minutes later after
arriving in the box just in time
to volley home a Vinicius cross.
After Lucas Paqueta's fourth-
minute volley, the five-time
champions played the second
half as an exhibition, with only
impressive Korean goalkeeper
Kim Seung-gyu keeping them
out as they prepared for
Friday's quarter-final meeting
with Croatia. Korea worked
tirelessly and bravely to contain
the damage, and they were
rewarded for their own

offensive efforts. Paik Seung-ho
smashed in a brilliant long-
range shot beyond Alisson 13
minutes from time. This was
Seung-Ho's first-ever
competitive goal for South
Korea in the second half.
Following Japan's earlier
penalty shootoutloss to Croatia
and Australia's loss to
Argentina, all three Asian
Confederation teams were
eliminated in the firstknockout
round. At Stadium 974, there
were many banners and shirts
honouring PelA©®, and fans
chanted hisname and opened a
large banner with his image
behind one of the goals in the
10th minute of each half. PelA©®
previously wore the No. 10
jersey.

Cristiano Ronaldo to play for Al-

Nassr? KFC takes adig at former

Manchester United player

Weeks after Manchester
United terminated Cristiano
Ronaldo's contract, reports
emerged that the star player
hasjoined Saudi Arabian club
Al-Nassr on a two and a half
year deal worth 200 million
euros per season.

United took the bold step
of parting ways with Ronaldo
after the 37-year-old's
explosive interview, in which
he said that he felt betrayed
by the club, accused a few
senior figures for trying to
force him to leave Old
Trafford and also said thathe
does not respect coach Erik
ten Hag.

Ronaldo will play for Al-
Nassr from January 1, 2023,
the Spanish outlet Marca
reported. Assoon as the news
spread, fast food chain KFC
took a dig at Ronaldo, saying
the Portugal forward would
provide "a decent backup" to
Cameroon international
Vinent Aboubakar, who
joined Al-Nassr in July 2021.
onaldo, who is currently
playingin his fifth FIFA World
Cup, has so far scored only

one goal in the tournament

for  Portugal, whereas
Aboubakar netted two and
assisted one before
Cameroon narrowly missed
out on the last-16
qualification.

"Cristiano Ronaldo is to
leave Manchester United by
mutual agreement, with
immediate effect. The club
thanks him for his immense
contribution across two
spellsat Old Trafford, scoring
145 goals in 346
appearances, and wishes him
and his family well for the
future. Everyone at
Manchester United remains
focused on continuing the
team'’s progress under Erik
ten Hag and working

together to deliver success on
the pitch,” Manchester
United said in a statement.

Meanwhile, Ronaldoin his
separate statement said:
"Following conversations
with Manchester United we
have mutually agreed to end
our contract early. I love
Manchester United and [ love
the fans, that will never ever
change.

However, it feels like the
right time for me to seek a
new challenge. 1 wish the
team every success for the
remainder of the season and
for the future,” Ronaldo said.

Ronaldo willlead Portugal
in the FIFA World Cup Round
of 16 match against
Switzerland on Tuesday.

FIFAWorld Cup 2022: South Korea
coach Paulo Bento steps down after
losing Round of 16 match to Brazil

Paulo Bento announced that
he is stepping down as the
coach of South Korea after his
side crashed out of the FIFA
World Cup 2022 in the Round
of 16.

South Korea lost to Brazil
1-4 in the last-16 match at
Stadium 974, Doha on
Monday.

Bento stated that he had
decided to stand down as
coach months ago and the
decision was not influenced
by South Korea's defeat
against Brazil.

"From now on we just
have to thinkaboutthe future
and it will not be with the
national team of the Korean
Republic," Bento said at the
post-match press conference.
"I have just announced it to
the players and president, it
was a decision setin stone in
September and [ thanked
them for everything they
have done.lam proud to have
been their manager for more
than four years. Now [ am
going to rest and see what
happens next." Bento further
said that he was pleased to
have worked with a South
Korean side that reached the

knockout stage for only the
third time.

"Brazil deserved to win
and of course I am sad for the

result but it has been
extraordinary what has
happened with Korean
football over the last four
years," he said.

"We were very bold in
how we approached the
game today - even though we
werelow on energy (fromthe
team's short turnaround) we
were loyal to our style to the
end and [ was very proud of
that."

South  Korea's  exit
following Japan's penalty
shootout loss to Croatia and
Australia's defeat against
Argentina means that all
three Asian Confederation
teams were eliminated in the
firstknockoutround.
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