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Editorial

On the Gandhis and the
Congress president election

A contestforits top post, arare event for any political party
inIndia, has turned the spotlight on the Congress. Around
8,000 delegates will vote on October 17 to electanew chief
for the party. It was the refusal of Rahul Gandhi to return
tohold the formal reins of the party that set the ball rolling
in this direction. Mr. Gandhi also made it clear that his
mother Sonia Gandhi could not continue as president, and
his sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra cannot contest. Leaving
theroad clear forarelatively open contest for the top post
which is reserved for a member of the Nehru-Gandhi
family whenever one of them claimed it, Mr. Gandhi set out
onawalk from the southern tip ofthe country towards the
north. His Bharat Jodo Yatra has also struck a chord with
people in the areas it has touched so far. Mrs. Gandhi had
wanted Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlotto contest,
and he appeared to be agreeable, initially. But the efforts
to effecta transition in the State ended in chaos, grounding
the plans for his candidacy. MLAs in Rajasthan want Mr.
Gehlot to continue in office. The Rajasthan episode was
badly managed by the party, showing itself and a loyal
veteran in a bad light. It was avoidable. The contest is
actually for the second most important position in the
Congress. It is clear that Mr. Gandhi will remain the final
authority in the party, while the elected president will be
tasked with the running of the organisation. The BJP has
had supreme leaders above party presidents — A.B.
Vajpayee and L.K. Advani at one pointand Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah now. There is a valid perception that the
family is tilting the scales in favour of one contestant —
Mallikarjun Kharge — against Shashi Tharoor, which
needs to be dispelled. The Nehru-Gandhi family’s moral
authority over the party stems from its neutrality and

fairnessininternal tussles.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

David Miller opens up on
scary snake incident which

David Miller has opened up
on the scary snake incident
that stopped play during the
second T20I match between
India and South Africa on
Sunday. Having won the toss,
Temba Bavuma putIndiainto
batting and the openers got
off to a flyer. However, in the
seventh over of the game, a
snake was spotted on the
ground, which caused alot of
panic and commotion on the
field, causing the play to be
stopped. The ground staff
had to step in and escort the
snake off the ground for the
game to continue. Miller, who
was South Africa's hero with
the bat on the day,
commented on the issue
during the post-match press
conference, as quoted by AP,
and said that it was out of

halted play in second T20I

their control and it gave them
a bit of time to process what

was happening in the
powerplay. The southpaw
went on to say that there was
alot going on the pitch at the
time.

"You know, that's out of
our control. And itkind ofjust
gave us a bit of time to to kind
of just process what actually
happened in the power play.
You know, the first couple of
overs and just give us a little
bitoftime to chataboutitand
think about the way forward.
And then there was the issue
with the snake as well. So |
mean, there was a lot going
on today. Butyeah, I mean, it,
uh, it did give us a little bit of
time just to breathe and just
to think about what we
needed to do, " said Miller.

Hardik Pandya named in Adam

Gilchrist's top

Adam Gilchrist has named
Hardik Pandya in his list of
top T20I players in the world
today, saying thatheisjustan
awesome player across the
board.

Pandya has enjoyed a
greatrunin T20Is thisyearas
he has produced some top
performances with both bat
and ball. Thishas earned him
some high praise from many
former players over the past
few months.

Speaking to ICC's official
website, Gilchrist named the
India all-rounder in his top
T20Iplayers and said that the
28-year-old is just an
awesome figure across the
board.

“Pandya is just an
awesome figure straight
across the board,” Gilchrist
said. “His ability to bat, bowl,
field and entertain, he’s
definitely in there.” Gilchrist
also named David Warner,
Rashid Khan, Jos Buttler and
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam
in his list. Former Australia

o -

all-rounder Shane Watson is
also a big fan of Pandya. The
India all-rounder is
constantly compared with
England's Ben Stokes, but
Watson feels that the former
is way ahead of the latter
whenitcomesto T20 cricket.

Watson also feels that
Pandya is at the peak of his
powers at the moment.
"Hardik is absolutely at the
peak of his powers at this
moment. It is an absolute
treat to watch him play. I love
watching fast-bowling all-
rounders who steam in and
have a real crack. You know,

five T20I players
NS A

the impact they can have and
they can take the game away
from the opposition at any
time of the game, whether it
is with the bat and ball," said
Watson.

"Itisreally pleasing to see
Hardik playing like he is
doing right now. And in
regards to T20 cricket,
Hardik is way above where
Ben Stokes is right now. With
the way Hardik is batting, his
versatility while batting at
the end, the way he is
bowling. Right now, at this
moment, Hardikis the stand-
out," said Watson.

Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag
says he didn't play Cristiano Ronaldo in
Manchester derby 'out of respect'

Manchester United manager
Erik ten Hag said that he
didn'tplay Cristiano Ronaldo
against Manchester City "out
of respect for his big career".
United suffered a humiliating
3-6  thrashing in the
Manchester derby in a
Premier League match at
Etihad Stadium on Sunday,
October 2. In spite of winning
their previous four matches,
United trailed 0-4 at half-

time.
When asked about
Ronaldo's exclusion, the

United boss Erik ten Hag said
he spared the Portuguese
because: "I wouldn't bring
him in because we are 0-4
down out of respect for
Cristiano, for his big career.
The other thing there was an

advantage, I could bring on
Anthony martial who needed
the minutes but I don't want

to point it out like
that."However, Erik ten Hag
made no attempt to protect
other players at half-time
before Martial’s late double.
At half-time, Manchester
United fansbegan toleave the
stadium after witnessing a
traumatic first 45 minutes.
Erling Haaland and Phil
Foden both scored hat-tricks

for Manchester City. The
United manager Erik ten Hag
said: "l also told the place, a
lack of belief. ['ve seen some
highlights. It was obviously
that we are defending not
frontfoot. I will letthem play.
We were in possession, not
brave enough no technical
skills, mistakes, decision
mistakes, and then you get
hammered."

It's starting once again
with belief on the pitch that
you can get a result, that you
can beat your opponents. So
in and out of position. Then
the consequence of it is that
we don't follow rules and we
don't follow principles, and
then you don't act as a team
and then it goes away, it
went."

Erling Haaland was born with incredible instinct

Manchester City manager
Pep Guardiola said that
Erling Haaland was born
with incredible instinct after
he scored a hat-trick in the
Manchester derby.

City thrashed United 6-3
inaPremier League match at
Etihad Stadium on Sunday,
October 2. Haaland displayed
his phenomenal start with

al

his third hat-trickin justeight

matches in the competition.
The Norwegian striker

has now taken his goal tally

for Manchester City to 17 in
just 11 appearances. Haaland
has started in every match
since he joined City from
Borussia Dortmund.

"I have said many times
and [ will say itagain. Whathe
is doing today, he has done in
Norway, Austria and
Germany," Guardiola said.
"Thatis the reality.
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