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Editorial

The political drama in
Maharashtra

Once considered as a politically stable state, Maharashtra
nowadays has become a playground of modern day
politics. Last week, the state witnessed a series of political
drama with almost all parties played its role very
carefully. The revolt in the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), led by the ever-restive Ajit Pawar, and the swift
defection of his faction to the Shiv Sena-BJP government
fallinto a template that has been mastered by the saffron
party . This led to NCP chief Sharad Pawar called a
meeting on Wednesday, to show strength. The political
drama will only lead to more instability in the
government, with multiple power centres pulling in
different directions. Instead of ‘Double Engine’ Sarkar,
the oft-repeated slogan of the B]P, Maharashtra can now
boast ofa ‘Triple Engine’ Sarkar with Pawar, the nephew
of the octogenarian Maratha strongman and the NCP
supremo Sharad Pawar, taking over as the deputy Chief
minister. For Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, things could
quickly turn nasty as his party will lose its exclusivity and
will be forced to share power with a third partner. The
BJP’s reliance on the Shinde faction to run a stable
government will be reduced. Shinde’s grip over
governance may weaken in the days ahead as Ajit Pawar
isseenasa strongadministrator and a wily politician with
much more experience in governance. The latest political
coup is different from what Ajit Pawar had attempted in
2019 when he became the deputy CM for less than 48
hours following the infamous early morning oath-taking
ceremony in Mumbai. This time around, several Sharad
Pawar loyalists, including Chhagan Bhujbal, Dilip Walse
Patil and Hassan Mushrif, have switched loyalties and
have been rewarded with cabinetberths.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

BJP'sbig organisational shake-up instates

As the Lok Sabha Election
2034 approaches, the BJP last
week executed a major

organisational rejig by
appointingnew presidentsin
four states: poll-bound

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Punjab. This
is likely to be followed by
changesinthree more states-
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
where elections are due this
year, and Karnataka. The BJP
is also working out a
national-level organisational
shake-up as well as a Union
cabinet reshuffle.

The BJP leadership has
decided to elevate Gujarat
unit chief C.R. Patil. The buzz
is that he may make it to
national president ].P.
Nadda's team as general
secretary and tasked with
organisational matters in
Uttar Pradesh. Patil is
considered to be close to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and his skills may come
handy intrying to forge peace
between the camps of UP
chief minister Yogi
Adityanath and the Keshav
Prasad Maurya-Sunil Bansal
group. It is likely that Patil
will be replaced in the
Gujarat BJP by Union
minister Mansukh L.

Mandaviya, another Modi
loyalist.

The announcement of
new BJP chiefs in four states
comes with a lot of
messaging. The state chiefs
for Punjab (Sunil Jakhar),
Andhra Pradesh (D.
Purandeswari) and
Jharkhand (Babulal Marandi)
have one thingin common-all
are party hoppers. Telangana
has been entrusted to Union
minister G. Kishan Reddy.
The appointments suggest
that the BJP is aggressively
looking for expansion in
these states and is ready to

break away from past
precedents and self-declared
no-go areas.

Till recently, the tradition
in the BJP had been of
reserving the post of state
unit chief for party insiders
even as turncoats were
accommodated in the
organisational structure and

generously given positionsin
the government, including
the chief minister's post.
Structurally, the BJP is a
president-centric party
wherein the state chiefs' job
is to not only run the
organisation  but also
coordinate with thelocal RSS
units. Traditionally, the BJP
allows turncoats time to
adjustwithin the saffron fold.

New Jharkhand unit chief
Marandi had started his
political career in the BJP
before moving out in 2002
and launching his own outfit,
the Jharkhand Vikas Morcha,
in2006.

He returned to the BJP in
2020, merging his outfit and
being given leadership in the
party's legislative unit.
However, owing to
complexities in the merger of
his party with the BJP, the
Jharkhand assembly speaker
hasn'trecognised Marandias
the leader of the Opposition
yet. However, by appointing
him as state unit chief, the B]P
is attempting a Santhali vs
Santhali contest, since both
chief minister Hemant Soren
of the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha and Marandi belong
to the same tribal
community.

How Uttar Pradesh is moving
towards water sustainability

Despite the efforts made by the state government, there are still
challenges in the implementation of schemes and campaigns

By Faraz Ahmad
Uttar Pradesh is grappling
with  unabated use of

groundwater resources due to
growing demand, particularly
intheagriculture sector. In the
last30-40 years, groundwater
use has increased due to
increase in net irrigated area.
At present, the state is known
to have about 87 per cent
irrigated area while the
national average is only 49 per
cent. As a result, the state is
now one of the highly irrigated
states of the country.
[rrigation in the state is highly
dependent on groundwater,
with more than 3.7 million
shallow tubewells extracting
about 41 billion cubic metres
(bcm) of  groundwater
annually for the purpose. This
isabout90 per cent of the total
groundwater abstraction in
the state. The state is also
focusing on revival of the

water bodies, particularly
ponds as they are an essential
source of freshwater and
provide numerous ecological,
economic and social benefits.
A total of 245,088 water
bodies are enumerated in
Uttar Pradesh, out of which 98
percent(240,140) areinrural
areas and the remaining 2 per
cent (4,948) are in urban
areas, according to the first
census of water bodies
released by the Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti (water
resources)in 2023. Amajority
ofthe water bodies are ponds.
Outofthe total available water
bodies, 27 per cent (65,502)
are not in use on account of
being dried up, siltation,
salinity, destroyed beyond
repair and other reasons. The
Amrit Sarovar Scheme, a
government initiative, was
launched on April 24, 2022 to
provide clean drinking water

\#,
to rural areas in the state. The
scheme aims to ensure that
every household in the state
has access to safe drinking
water as a part of source
sustainability under Jal
Jeevan Mission. Jal Jeevan
Mission waslaunchedin2019
by the Centre, aimed at
providing functional
household tap connections to
all rural households by 2024.
According to a report by the
National Institution for
Transforming India (NITI
Aayog), Uttar Pradesh has

made significant progress in
the implementation of the Jal
Jeevan Mission. As of March
2021, the state had provided
tap connectionstoaround 3.5
million households, which is
about21.2 per centofthe total
rural households in the state.
Uttar Pradesh topsin country,
with 10,858 lakes developed
under Mission Amrit Sarovar,
whichisalmosttwice the total
number of such lakes
developed collectively in
Madhya Pradesh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu. Another scheme, the
Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATALJAL),
isbeingimplementedin 8,562
Gram Panchayats of 80
districts in Gujarat, Haryana,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh with an aim to
improve community led
sustainable  groundwater
management. Under this

scheme, Rs 7.69 crore was
released for Uttar Pradesh for
financial year 2020-21and Rs
32.33 crore for FY 2021-22.
The fund from the central
government was for 550
Gram Panchayatsin 26 blocks
of 10 districts. In conclusion,
Uttar Pradesh has made
progress in the
implementation of water
conservation and
management schemes, but
thereisstillalong way to go to
achieve sustainable water
management. Despite the
efforts made by the state
government, there are still
challenges in the
implementation of these
schemes and campaigns due
to the lack of awareness and

participation of  local
communities, and poor
maintenance of existing
water conservation
structures.
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Crossings Republik

MOMJ HEART !

all yours...

Admission Open for Session 2024-25 | Classes Pre- Nursery, Nursery, K.G. | & I
Under the aegis of Gurukul Education Society running Gurukul-The School NH-24, Ghaziabad with

2 .- ; Saviours Green
'\’"' School Award

@®® BRITISH
@® COUNCIL

INTERNATIONAL
‘s{ HUU AWARI

.. : International Exchange Programme

Garmany m Paland China uK Indamesia |

Ranked amongst top 10 schools
of Ghaziabad by Times of India,

Hindustan Times, Education World | Faith Foundation, U. u_
for 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015.

Outstanding Award by Tony Blair

1;! J ?; Award for

Best Infrastructure & Facility
provided to students, parents B visitors

Plot No.EF - 7 & 8/E, Crossing Republik, Ghaziabad | Mob: 9599596098, 9205272091 | www.gurukultheschool.com
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