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Editorial

The burden of tragedy: Onthe
Morbi bridge tragedy in Gujarat

atouristattractionin Gujarat’s Morbi town, collapsed,
sending hundreds of revellers into the Machchhu river
below. Atleast47 ofthe dead were children, makingit one
of India’s most horrendous tragedies. Inaugurated in
1879, the bridge was renovated and opened on October
26, four days before the tragedy. This raises several
concerns. A company that seems to have had no apparent
expertise or track record in the field was awarded the
contract. There are questions about the fitness of the
bridge; inany case, itwas notintended to carry more than
150 people at a time, according to reports. Hundreds
were on the bridge when it snapped as there was no
crowd control. People were allowed to walk into a death
trap. All these point to a major failure of governance at
variouslevels. Gujaratis amongthericher States of India,
but it has often faced governance challenges — its poor
management of the pandemic is a case in point. Human
acts of omission and commission often cause tragedies,
and significantly change the impact of natural disasters.
The police have arrested nine people, including two
officials of the company that is now under a cloud, and
the government has announced compensation to the kin
of the victims. A thorough inquiry and the fixing of
accountability must follow quickly. The findings should
be made public as soon as possible, and the guilty must
face exemplary punishment.Coming out of the long
restrictions on travel necessitated by the COVID-19
pandemic, people all over the world appear to be binging
ontravel and outings. A stampede in Seoul in South Korea
killed 154 people last week. In India also, record numbers
of people are thronging tourism and pilgrimage spots.
While tourism and travel are powerful engines of the
economy, there must be more attention paid to ensure
thatthey are safe and sustainable. Touristand pilgrimage
centres around the country should carry out safety and
environmental audits to ensure that crowd management
and safety protocols are in place to avoid tragedies such
as this. Development of new centres where large
numbers of people are expected should account for such
contingencies.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta on

Bukayo Saka's injury: He was limping

but | don’t see it further than that

Arsenal manager Mikel
Arteta is hopeful the injury
that forced Bukayo Saka to
limp off midway through the
first half against Nottingham
Forest is not serious enough
to crush his World Cup
dreams.

Saka was brilliant in the
opening minutes as his cross
was converted into a goal by
Gabriel Martinelli in the fifth
minute. Shortly afterwards,
Sakawentdowninjuredashe
was felled by Forest's Renan
Lodi. He tried to continue but
eventually asked to be
replaced.

The injury to Saka would
be a major concern for not
only Arsenal but England as
only three weeks are left to
the start of the World Cup in
Qatar. When asked whether
Saka's injury was serious,
Artetasaid: "Hopefully not. It
was a bad kick. He was
limping but [ don’t see it

further than that. Both the
foot and ankle, he got kicked

a few times." Reiss Nelson,
who came in as Saka's
replacement and made his
first Premier League
appearance since August
2021, scored a brace to go
with goals from Gabriel
Martinelli, Thomas Partey
and Martin Odegaard as
Arsenal thrashed
Nottingham Forest 5-0 at the
Emirates Stadium on Sunday.
"I'm happy for him, he’s a
player that is really trying
hard,” Arteta commented on
Nelson. "He has changed and
evolved a lot, even though he
hasnothad minutes.

Surprising how India sometimes
start with such little intent

ormer England
F captain Michael

Vaughan questioned
India's intent against South
Africa, saying it was
surprising to see Men in
Blue's "little intent to be
really aggressive with the
bat" in the T20 World Cup
match.

South Africa pacer Lungi
Ngidi (4/29) rattled India's
top-order, reducing them to
41/3 inside seven overs.
Wayne Parnell joined the
party as hereturned with the
figures of 3/15 in his four-
over quota.

South Africa immense ..
thefirstoversetthetone..it’s
surprises how India
sometimes start with such
little intent to be really
aggressive with the bat in
T20
#ICCTZOWorldCupZOZZ !
Vaughan tweeted. After a
horrendous start,
Suryakumar Yadav (68 off
40) lifted India to 133/9 to
give the bowlers something
to defend. In reply, South

T-ﬁ -
h - "

Africa suffered an early
hiccup as Arshdeep Singh got
the crucial wickets of
Quinton de Kock (1) and
Rilee Rossouw (0) early on.
However, South Africa's
middle-order rose to the
occasion as Aiden Markram
and David Miller's fifties took
the Proteas home with two
balls to spare. Markram and
Miller took the match deep
before Miller stood tall
towards the end to take South
Africa on top of the group
table. We expected the pitch
to have something in it, with
the weather around. We
knew there will be help for
the seamers. Which is why

you saw that 130 was not an
easy chase. I thought we
fought well till the end but
South Africa played well in
the end," India captain Rohit
Sharma said after the match.

The pitch is such that the
wicket can come any time for
the seamers. It was a match-
winning partnership from
Miller and Markram. But we
were not good enough on the
field. We have played in such
conditions so conditions are
not an excuse. We want to be
consistent in that
department. We could not
hold on to our chances, we
missed a few run-outs
including myself."

T20 World Cup: Indialegend Sunil
Gavaskar says mental conditioning
coach needs to talkto KL Rahul

Indialegend Sunil Gavaskar has
said that India’'s mental
conditioning coach Paddy
Upton needs to talk to KL Rahul
to get his confidence back up.
Rahul has been struggling for
form and has failed to put up
double figures while opening
for India in the ongoing ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup. Speaking
with Sports Tak, Gavaskar
stressed the importance of
Paddy Upton speaking with
Rahul to help him get back in
form. “We have Paddy Upton as
the mental conditioning coach
and if he has not done anything
with him. While the batting
coach can tell him his mistakes,
there is a need for the mental

conditioning coach to talk with
the player to increase his
confidence. He should tell Rahul
thathe has gotthe talentand he

can score big runs,” said
Gavaskar. The former India
batter also said that the team
needs to show patience with
Rahul as he is the only opening
option thatIndiahas. “Look,you
have just played three matches
and you have to play a total of 5

matches in the Super 12 stage.
You do not have any other
opener, [ do not think you have
an opener who can take the
place of Rahul. So you need to
show patience with him, we
knowwhathe candowhenheis
in full flow. I think someone
needs to have aword with him,”
Gavaskaradded. Rahulhasbeen
in horrendous form for India at
the T20 World Cup, scoring just
22 runsin the first three Super-
12 matches. The 30-year-old
managed only four runs against
Pakistan, being cleaned up by
Naseem Shah. He went on to
score just nine against the
Netherlands, getting caughtlbw
by Paul van Meekeren.

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty continue strong run, enterfinals

Indian men's doubles pairing
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty continued their
ascent in 2022 after
registering a commanding
straight-game win over
Korean pair of Choi Sol Gyu
and Kim Won Ho at the
French Open on Saturday, 29
October. The Commonwealth
Games gold medal winners

LU“”“‘“ B hisciae 4

progressed to the men's
doubles final of the French
Open Super 750 badminton
tournament at Paris. The

world number 8 Indian pair
dished outanattacking game
to outwit the Korean
combination 21-18 21-14 in
the semifinals that lasted 45
minutes. The Indian pair,
thus, reached its second final
of a BWF world tour event in
2022, having won the India
Open Super 500 tournament
inJanuary earlier this year.
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