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Editorial

InSupreme Court’s ruling
on disabled advocate, a positive
verdictin problematic language

The Supreme Court of India, in Abhimanyu Partap Singh v.
Namita Sekhon and another, while hearing a claim under the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, awarded compensation to an
advocate who was rendered permanently disabled after a
road accidentin 1996. The Court examined the adequacy of
the compensation granted by the lower courts and on
assessing various relevant factors, concluded that the
compensation granted was unjust and unreasonable. The
Court reasoned that the earnings of the appellant would be
impacted throughout his life by the disability. Relying on the
multiplier method, the Court awarded an enhanced
compensation. While the ultimate outcome of the judgment
isfavourable tothe appellant, to arrive at this determination,
the Court made some very unfortunate observations that
betray its lack of awareness about the current thinking on
disability rights. It held that in the era of competition, the
appellant cannot compete with “normal men”. Worse still, it
made the blanket observation that, to be a proficient
advocate, “the person must be physically fitas he is required
to move frequently to attend the professional work, reaching
from one Court to other, and for movements to complete
other professional commitments.” The Court further noted
thatthe appellant was required to make extraordinary efforts
toattend courtproceedings and come up to the expectations
of a client. There can be no dispute with the fact that the
appellant’s disability qualitatively and quantitatively
affected his productivity as a legal professional. Thriving as
a disabled professional in a world designed for the able-
bodied is indeed extraordinarily challenging. However, the
Court’s disparaging remarks on the capabilities of an
advocate with a disability were completely uncalled for.

Dr. Dheeraj Kumar Bhargava

VVS Laxman on coaching India
in the absence of Rahul Dravid:
It is only a stop-gap arrangement

NCA chief VVS Laxman said
that stepping in the shoes of
India head coach Rahul
Dravid is "only a stop-gap
arrangement” butadded that
the role is "fully satisfying"
for him.

Laxman joined Team
India for its tour of New
Zealand after Dravid was
given a break following the
end of India's T20 World Cup
campaign, where the side
suffered a 10-wicket defeatat
the hands of eventual
champions England.

[tis not the first time that
Laxman has been coaching
India, having previously
coached the side during the
home ODI series against
South Africa and for the tour
of Zimbabwe.

"It (coaching role) is fully
satisfying, obviouslyitis only
a stop-gap arrangement but
it is been fun working with
the young guys," Laxman told
the broadcastersahead ofthe
third ODI against New
Zealand.

Laxman also said that
India have a strong pool of

talentand the managementis
trying to give opportunities
to players and communicate
with those who are not
getting selected.

"It is about the
combination you wantto play
for each game. India is
blessed to have a strong
depth of talent and bench
strength. It is about giving
them opportunities and also
informing them whenever
they are not picked."

The NCA chief further
backed wicketkeeper-batter

Rishabh Pant at number four
and pointed out his crucial
knock against England at Old
Trafford.

"He (Pant) hasbeen doing
well at no.4, not too long ago
he scored an important
century at Old Trafford and it
isimportant to back him.

"T20 cricket has given
batters more confidence
about clearing the grounds
no matter how big the
outfields are, they also work
a lot with the range-hitting,"
Laxman said.

ATP Finals 2022: Novak Djokovic
emulates Roger Federer after beating
Casper Ruud to win 6th title

Novak  Djokovic  firmly
established his dominance
over the rest of the men's
singles field by cruising to a
record-equalling 6th ATP
Finals crown in Turin, Italy on
Sunday, November  20.
Djokovic defeated World No. 3
Casper Ruud 7-5, 6-3 in less
than 2 hours in the final of the
season-ending tournament.
[t was a statement victory
for Djokovic, who won his 5th
titleonthetourin 2022, which
also includes the Wimbledon
crown. Cheered on by his wife
Jelena and his team, Djokovic
was pumped up as he ended a
difficult season on a high,
sending a warning notice to
his challengers ahead of the
new season wherein he would
be Novak Djokovic equaled
Roger Federer's record of the
most titles in the ATP Finals
and the 35-year-old also
became the oldest man to win
the season-ending crown,
going pastthe Swiss'srecord -
-30yearsold in 2011. It was
the third city where Djokovic
reigned supreme in the ATP
Finals after Shangai in 2008

and London in 2012, 2013,
2014 and 2015. The Serb also
ended a 6-year wait for the
crown. Djokovic took home
more than USD 4.7 million,
which included the bonus for
having been undefeated in
Turin in the ATP Finals. After
fending off a firm threat from
Daniil Medvedev in his final
group-stage match, Djokovic
defeated USA's Taylor Fritz in
the semi-final in straight sets.
On Sunday, despite feeling
under the weather, Djokovic
got the job done in straight
sets against Ruud, who was
playing his first ATP Finals.
The Serb looked shaky during
the first set but he was able to
focus on the job at hand.
Djokovic missed break point
opportunities in the 2nd and
8th games in the first set but
he converted a decisive break

point at 6-5 to take the first
set. Once he sealed the early
advantage, there was no
stopping Djokovic as he
steamrolled Ruud,
dominating the second set,
hitting  back-of-the-court
winners at will. Djokovic's
service game was on point on
Sunday as Ruud was not able
to break the Serb even once in
the final. Djokovic did not face
a single break point
throughout the match and
fired in 31 winners, 14 more
than Ruud, who was
struggling with his second
serves. The Serbwill finish the
year as No. 5 despite having
missed the Australian Open
and US Open due to his
unvaccinated status. Casper
Ruud, who had a
breakthrough year on the tour,
winning as many as 3 titles
and reaching the finals of the
French Openand the US Open,
was gracious in defeat. The
Norwegian lauded Djokovic
for his efforts to overcome
obstacles and be there in the
season-ending tournament
and go on to win it.

Hemang Badani rubbishes
rumours about applying for
BCCI national selector’s post

Former India all-rounder
Hemang Badani said on
Wednesday that he has not
applied for the senior
national men's team's
selector roles, dismissing
reports that claimed that he
had entered the race. Badani
took to social media and put
out a message, clarifying his
position.

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) called
for applications for the post
of selection committee
member for the senior men's
team after sacking a Chetan
Sharma-led committee after
the World Cup. The Indian
cricket board said the
deadline to submit the
applications  would be
November 28.

A few media reports
suggested that Badani, who
played 4 Tests and 40 ODIs
between 2000 and 2004, had
applied for the post. Taking to
social media, the Tamil Nadu
all-rounder said he would
love to be part of the BCCI
selection panel but that he
hasn'tapplied at this point.

Badani has been a

| .

successful coach in Tamil
Nadu Premier League after
having quit professional
cricket at the age of 37.
Badani played his last first-
classgamein2013.

"To all my lovely fans,
well-wishers and friends..
Just putting this out here to
offer some clarity. As much I
deem it a privilege and
honour to be a part of the
BCCI selection panel, | have
notapplied for the postasthe
rounds across various media
have been doing. Wishing all
the applicants the best,"
Badani said in his post.
Former India wicketkeeper
Nayan Mongia, leg-spinner L
Sivaramakrishnan and Salil
Ankola are among the ones
who had applied for the
senior selection committee
posts. "Yes, | am going to file
the application.
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